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Did you know that we are not alone? Goblins live in our world too … unseen by us. But they love singing and their secrets can be caught, floating through the air. The familiar sound of a blustery wind, the shushing of the sea, the shiver of leaves are the songs and stories of the Music Goblins. They are excellent musicians: blowing, plucking, stamping and chewing their instruments with enthusiasm.
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I have studied goblins for many years and come to realize that I should share all I know with you, in case something should happen to me. Occasionally I have been caught snooping on them, and goblins don’t like that. They like to play tricks. And trust me when I say that goblin tricks are not fun. I’ll just say sausages for toes and leave it at that.

 

Over the years I have made notes about five goblin clans in particular: Stone Goblins, Tree Goblins, Puddle Goblins, Shadow Goblins and Ghost Goblins. Read quickly, and speak softly – share these stories if you will, but only with those you can trust. The wrong word in the wrong ear may have you waking up one day with sausages for toes.

 

Don’t say I didn’t warn you!
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Shadow Goblins are shape changers. Yep, you guessed it, they change shape and cause all sorts of “nasties” in Black Wood.

Black Wood? Well, that’s where they live. A dark and terrible wood with the type of creatures that make you want to say, “please don’t eat me.”
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And if that lot isn’t bad enough, you’re more than likely to be chased by a shadow with no body. Everyone’s worst nightmare.

Enjoy!








Introducing the Shadow Goblins
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Murkbag

A Night Teacher, or Shade, as he likes to be called. Doesn’t like the kind of spooky shapes knocking about in Black Wood. Gets flappy when scared!



Pungent

Brave when he has to be, but he is hopeless at animal hand shadows, and so must suffer the humiliation of wearing a rabbit costume.
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Stinglip

Pungent’s best friend and only classmate. He can be a little nervous of things that go bump in the night. Not so good if you’re a Shadow Goblin.
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Bone-zzz

A Shadow Goblin who had an accident. Now he is a talking skeleton … with no shadow, just a fly for company, buzzing around inside his bones. A little sad, he spends his nights searching for his lost shadow.
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Monkey Goblin

The Monkey Goblin is a rare kind of goblin and a bit of a loner. She is fussily tidy and loves to work. Present employment: Arranger of Inkpots in The Tree of Shadows.






A FEW FACTS ABOUT SHADOW GOBLINS


HABITS AND HABITAT
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Black Wood








	
A dark moody kind of place, with trees that pinch and creatures that make you want to say, “Please don’t eat me.” There is almost no light of any kind, but you can always find shadows in Black Wood. And if you’re not looking at them, they’ll be looking at you!
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Shadow-Stealing







	Shadow Goblins have the ability to steal other creatures’ shadows. Goblin magic! They do this by turning the shadow into ink and drinking it! They love to play dark, naughty tricks on the other creatures of the woods. And sometimes, if they are cross enough, on each other!
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Shape-shifting






	Shadow Goblins can change shape, into the creature whose shadow they have been drinking. This is called shape-shifting. The effect usually wears off by the end of the night …










THE ART OF LIFTING SHADOWS

 

Please note: Shadow Goblins love picking on sheep, and so for the purpose of the following explanation the “victim” will be a sheep.
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Black Shadow Gloves

These are used to hypnotise the sheep by clever use of hand shadows. Rabbit shapes work best.

 

The Ibble Obble Song and the Rabbit Hop

Very silly song and dance that must be done together. For beginners who are rubbish at hand shadows.
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Silver Trail

Once the sheep is hypnotised, a Shadow Goblin will scoop out its own earwax with a finger and trace around the outline of the shadow. This will form a silver-trailed crust.
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