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Introduction



Welcome to French for Common Entrance 13+ Exam Practice Questions and Answers! This Practice volume puts all the knowledge you have learnt from your Common Entrance French course to the test. The Listening and Speaking practice and Reading and Writing exercises are set out in styles that you might reasonably expect to encounter in the French examinations you are going to be sitting. If you have successfully come this far, Bravo! Bon courage! Bonne chance!


The latest ISEB syllabus for French describes tiered Common Entrance papers, Level 1 and Level 2:





•  Level 1 is intended for candidates who have only studied French for 30 to 40 hours, or who find the language very difficult.



•  Level 2 is for the majority of candidates who have completed a course for examination at 13+.





This book highlights some content that is only applicable to Level 2 candidates with this symbol:
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The full syllabus is available from the ISEB (www.iseb.co.uk).


Free audio download


Parts of this book refer to related audio material. Wherever there is related audio material you will see this symbol:
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The audio material is available as a free download on the Galore Park website. Go to www.galorepark.co.uk/frenchaudio to download the audio. You can match the track number in the symbol to the track number in the audio download.


What is in the Common Entrance examination?





•  The Common Entrance examination is divided into four equal sections (each worth 25%): Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. Outlines of the details of each of these sections follow.



•  Be aware that the final examinations for the Listening and Speaking sections are a few weeks earlier than the Reading and Writing sections. Your teacher will tell you when they are.



•  Instructions for all parts of the French Common Entrance papers at both levels are now given in English.





Speaking (25%)





•  In Level 1, there is a discussion on two prepared topics, and a maximum mark of 20, scaled up to a total of 25.
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•  In Level 2, there is a role play, a discussion on one prepared topic, and an open, unprepared conversation, marked out of a total of 25.





Listening (25%)





•  In both Levels 1 and 2, there are 25 questions, usually arranged in five sections, all of which are to be attempted by candidates at both levels, and a maximum mark of 25.





Reading and Writing (50%)



Reading






•  In both Levels 1 and 2, there are 25 questions set on a number of short passages, arranged in five sections, and marked out of 25.





Writing


In Level 1, there are four sections worth a total of 25 marks:





•  Section 1 asks candidates to write six items of vocabulary on a specific topic.



•  Section 2 is a grammar multiple-choice exercise.



•  In Section 3, candidates write a short sentence in French to describe each of five pictures (one sentence per picture).



•  In Section 4, candidates write five short sentences on a given topic from the syllabus.
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In Level 2, 25 marks are available in two sections:





•  Section 1 is a grammar test involving translation into French using the appropriate forms of given key words (gender and number for nouns and adjectives, correct conjugation of verbs). The verbs avoir and être will not be given, and candidates will be expected to provide other words as necessary.



•  Section 2 requires extended writing in French (80 to 120 words), usually in the form of an email, mentioning at least four of the five items listed as bullet points.





List of topics covered by the ISEB Common Entrance syllabus


Topics marked with an asterisk * are not required for Level 1.





•  language of the classroom, including basic IT



•  house, home, daily routine and chores



•  life and work at school



•  time, dates, numbers and prices



•  personal description



•  family, friends and pets



•  meeting people



•  free-time activities



•  holiday activities



•  visiting a café or restaurant



•  simple health problems



•  description of a town or region



•  finding the way and using transport



•  shopping (e.g. for food, clothes, presents)



•  weather



•  pocket money*



•  understanding tourist information*








Exam Practice Questions



1 Speaking


Prepared topics


These prepared topics are for both Levels 1 and 2 – see the section on Speaking in the Introduction. Each topic (two topics in Level 1, one in Level 2) will last about two minutes and will be marked out of 10 in Level 1 and out of 8 in Level 2, according to the assessment criteria set out at the end of this book.


How the exam operates


Level 1


The candidate will choose and prepare two topics from the list below:





•  house, home, daily routine and chores



•  free-time and holiday activities



•  life and work at school



•  personal description, family, friends and pets.





For each topic, the candidate should speak for approximately 30 seconds, after which time the teacher-examiner will intervene to ask three to four questions during the course of the two minutes. Credit will be given for relevant communication, appropriate response to the questions and quality of language.
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Level 2


The candidate will choose one topic from the same list as Level 1 or a topic connected with a French-speaking country:





•  a town or region



•  a regional or national celebration



•  an artist (painter, sculptor, writer, composer, etc.)



•  a historical figure



•  a sportsman/sportswoman.





The candidate should speak for approximately 30 seconds, after which time the teacher-examiner will intervene to ask at least four questions during the course of the two minutes. Credit will be given for relevant, spontaneous communication, appropriate response to the questions and quality of language, including pronunciation and ability to use a range of tenses including the passé composé, the present tense and the near future.
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