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Introduction



About Paper 2


Paper 2 Option 2G.1: The rise and fall of fascism in Italy, c1911–46, is a depth study. Therefore it requires a detailed knowledge of the period that you are studying. Paper 2 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO2:


AO1 tests your ability to:





•  organise and communicate your own knowledge



•  analyse and evaluate key features of the past



•  make supported judgements



•  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.





On Paper 2, AO1 tasks require you to write an essay from your own knowledge.


AO2 tests your ability to:





•  analyse and evaluate source material from the past



•  explore the value of source material by considering its historical context.





On Paper 2, the AO2 task requires you to write an essay which analyses two sources that come from the period you have studied.


At A-level, Paper 2 is worth 20 per cent of your qualification. At AS-level, Paper 2 is worth 40 per cent of your qualification. Significantly, your AS grade does not count towards your overall A-level grade. Therefore, you will have to take this paper at A-level in order to get the A-level qualification.


Structure


At AS and A-level, Paper 2 is structured around four key topics which cover the period 1894–1924.


The AS and A-level exams are divided into two sections. Section A tests your source analysis skills, whereas Section B tests your ability to write an essay from your own knowledge. Both sections focus on the four key topics. The question may deal with aspects of one of the topics, or may be set on issues that require knowledge of several or all of the topics.


The exam


At AS and A-level, the Paper 2 exam lasts for 1 hour and 30 minutes. It is divided into two sections, both of which test the depth of your historical knowledge. At AS-level, Section A (AO2) requires you to answer one compulsory question in two parts. Part (a) and Part (b) each refer to a different source. You should spend around 15 minutes on Part (a) and around 20 minutes on Part (b). You should also spend 15 to 20 minutes reading the sources and planning your answer. At A-level, Section A requires you to answer one compulsory question concerning two sources. You should spend 15 to 20 minutes reading the sources and planning your answer, and around 35 to 40 minutes writing the essay. At AS-level, Section B (AO1) requires you to write one essay from a choice of three. At A-level, Section B requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. The essays must be written from your own knowledge. As this is a depth paper, questions can be set on single events or single years. However, a question may cover more extended periods. You should aim to spend around 35 to 40 minutes writing the essay; this includes making a brief plan.


How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam. The book is divided into four sections – one for each of the key topics. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary. On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.


There are three levels of exam-focused activities.





•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam.



•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade.



•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades.





Each section ends with an exam-style question and model high-level answer with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades.


Examination activities


There are three levels of exam-focused activities:





•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol: [image: ]




•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: [image: ]




•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: [image: ]






Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers on pages 101–103. These have the following symbol to indicate this: [image: ]





1 The Liberal State, c1911–18



Italy’s political system


In the early twentieth century, Italy was still a fairly new country. It had only been fully united in 1870, and its political system was created at that point. It was a parliamentary system similar to that in Britain, and the constitution was based on that of the formerly independent kingdom of Piedmont. This constitution was created in 1848, and was known as the Statuto. It guaranteed the following important rights:





•  equality before the law



•  the right of free assembly



•  a free press.





It also set up the constitutional monarchy and elected parliament that became the basis of Italy’s political system.


The Monarchy


Unlike in Britain, the King of Italy had wide-ranging political powers. He could:





•  appoint and dismiss government ministers and senators, including the prime minister



•  control foreign policy.





He was also the face of the government at times of crisis.


The Prime Minister


The Prime Minister was the head of the Government, and was responsible for the day-to-day running of the country. He needed the support of parliament to keep his position and to propose laws.


Parliament


There were two chambers in the Italian Parliament. The Senate was the upper house. Senators were appointed by the King for life. The Chamber of Deputies was the lower house. It was elected every five years and had more political power than the Senate. Government ministers were chosen from the Chamber of Deputies.


The electorate


The Chamber of Deputies was, in theory, democratically elected, but in reality only a small proportion of the Italian population could vote. There were limitations based on age, property ownership and educational qualifications. Until 1912, only 25 per cent of adult men could vote. This meant that most people did not participate in politics before 1912, meaning that many Italians felt alienated from the political system.


Political weaknesses


Apart from the political alienation felt by many Italians, the system was also very elitist, unstable and corrupt. Political parties did exist, but they acted more as labels for groups of ambitious men who wanted to gain power – they did not often have a coherent political ideology. As political parties were very weak, governments were always coalitions of different factions. This system of coalition-building became known as Trasformismo. It meant Italian political life was very unstable, because coalitions fell apart quickly, leading to a succession of short-term governments. In the years 1900–11, for example, there were nine governments. Only one lasted more than two years.


Individual politicians often bribed political opponents, and those seeking to build a coalition would offer potential colleagues important jobs or financial incentives. Most of the Deputies were in parliament to serve local interests, and so they were not very attached to their party or faction. This meant they could be bribed to switch allegiance if they were offered enough money or a promotion. It also meant that there was little sense of national politics or unity in government.


As a consequence, the political system that resulted from unification seemed far removed from ordinary Italians’ lives.


Political parties


Political parties operated as loose groupings rather than clearly defined organisations. The most important groupings were:





•  Liberals



•  Radicals and Republicans



•  Socialists



•  Catholics



•  Nationalists.
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Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the mind map below.
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[image: ] Spectrum of power


Below is a list of people or organisations that held power in Italy in this period. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to reach a judgement about the amount of power held by these people and organisations. Write numbers on the spectrum below to indicate their relative degrees of power. Having done this, write a brief justification of your placement, explaining why some of these people or organisations were more powerful than others.





1  The King



2  The Prime Minister



3  The Senate



4  The Chamber of Deputies
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Economic problems



Italy’s economy was still developing at the beginning of this period, but there were some significant problems that made a divide between the north and south of the country even more pronounced. Economic growth was concentrated mostly in the north, and well-intentioned agricultural policies affected the people of the south negatively. Many people did not feel that the government’s economic policies had improved their lives, and this later led to support for increasingly radical political groups.


Industry


There was considerable economic growth under Prime Minister Giovanni Giolitti. The state invested in industries and encouraged the use of new technologies. Most of the growth was in industry, particularly new industries. Cheaper iron and steel imports led to the founding of motor and engineering companies such as Fiat, Isotta Fraschinin Alfa and Lancia between 1899 and 1906. Pirelli and Montecatini began producing sulphuric acid, rubber and electric cables. These industries were very profitable, and their profits grew by 10.6 per cent between 1896 and 1913. Exports increased at a rate of 4.5 per cent per year, and the number of industrial workers increased by 2 million between 1901 and 1911. The problem was that these developments were geographically restricted and of limited size compared with Italy’s rivals.


Industrial development in the north


Industry was generally restricted to northern Italy, with only some developments elsewhere in Naples, Veneto and Tuscany and some sulphur mines in Sicily. The north-west specialised in engineering and textiles, the north produced chemicals, and steel and heavy machinery were produced in the north-east, in Sesto San Giovanni. The north-west was particularly successful because of its geographical closeness to the rest of Europe, its transport links, pre-existing industry, accessible markets and power sources.


However, even in the north development was not evenly spread. In 1911, Milan, Genoa and Turin accounted for 55 per cent of industrial income.


Italian industrial development was limited and localised for the following reasons:





•  There was a need to import iron, steel and coal because of a lack of resources.



•  Italy had a large but unskilled workforce.



•  Industrial machinery needed to be imported.



•  Communications, transport and energy sources were all underdeveloped in most areas.





Industry and the south


The south was far less modernised than the north. Giolitti’s Government tried to remedy this. An economist, Francesco Saverio Nitti, introduced policies to try and encourage development, such as laws to encourage growth, the construction of aqueducts and tax incentives and loans. After 1900, internal tariffs were ended and free trade was introduced. Unfortunately, this damaged the southern economy, as southern elites wanted to protect their traditional privileges rather than introduce change and modernity. In 1910, northern Italy had 48 per cent of the nation’s wealth and paid 40 per cent of the taxes, while the south had 27 per cent of the wealth and paid 32 per cent of the taxes.


Agricultural developments


Italy’s economy largely depended on agriculture when it was unified in 1870. Most of the population were dependent on the land to support themselves and their families. Despite this, Italy was not self-sufficient in terms of food. Again the productivity of the north and south differed greatly.


The north benefited from the introduction of new crops in the period 1890–1910, and production levels of key crops such as wheat increased. There was rich land in the north, for example in the Po Valley. Improvements in mechanisation and fertilisation also improved productivity in the north, and irrigation and drainage systems protected farms from flooding. There were larger farms whose owners employed landless labourers when they needed them – and who sacked them when they did not. This was to lead to problems later in the period.


The south was not without its successful products. It produced some luxury items such as wine, oil and citrus fruits. On the whole though, the land was of poorer quality, partly due to deforestation. Disease and drought were regular occurrences in the summer, and a series of natural disasters from 1905 to 1908 damaged the economy. Government financial support was slow to arrive, making southerners believe that the northern politicians did not care about them.




[image: ]


[image: ] Venn diagram


Use the information on the opposite page to complete the Venn diagram below, showing those economic features which were unique to the north, those which were unique to the south, and those which were common to both regions.
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[image: ] Develop the detail      [image: ]


Below is a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a limited amount of detail. Annotate the paragraph to add additional detail to the answer.




How far were economic problems the main cause of social discontent in Italy in the period 1911–18?







[image: ]


Economic problems played some role in creating social discontent in Italy in the period 1911–18. Although many in the north benefited from industrial growth, southern workers suffered in this period. For example, Nitti’s attempts to modernise southern industry were largely unsuccessful. In addition, there were significant problems with agriculture in the south. As a result of these problems, the south was significantly less wealthy than the north. In this way, economic problems contributed to social discontent in Italy in the period 1911–18 because they decreased standards of living for those in the south and accentuated the divide between the south and the north.
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Social problems



Italy had to contend with some serious social problems in the early twentieth century. Many of them were made worse by the economic weaknesses of the country. They included poverty, disease and illiteracy. In the south, the problems were even worse because of the weaker economy. There were landless labourers in both regions, and they were particularly vulnerable to poverty because they had no job security. When the landowner did not need them any more they went without work, and so they often struggled to feed their families.


Disease was a further problem often resulting from poverty. Diseases such as typhus, rickets and cholera were much more widespread in Italy than in many other European countries. Tuberculosis and malaria killed many people in the south, even until the 1930s. Poor living conditions made the spread of disease easier, and migration to the industrial towns meant that this problem only increased.


Literacy rates were very low when Italy was unified. More than 69 per cent of Italians were illiterate. As with the other problems, this was linked to poverty. The wealthy could afford to pay for private schools, and their children did not need to work to supplement the family’s income. Again, illiteracy was higher in the south, where 80 per cent of the population were illiterate, and in the countryside.


Government efforts to address social problems


Giolitti’s Government did try to improve the situation for Italy’s poor. They introduced the following policies:





•  sickness, accident and pension schemes



•  raising the minimum working age to 12 years



•  setting a maximum number of working hours



•  placing responsibility for primary schooling on central government, which was more interested in increasing literacy than regional authorities



•  reducing food taxes to make food more affordable



•  passing laws to establish public holidays and provide free treatment for malaria.





Hospitals also improved in this period, meaning that more people were cured of illnesses and life expectancy increased. By 1914, Italians had the same life expectancy as other Europeans. By 1911, the national average for illiteracy was 37.6 per cent, and the number of schools had increased. Although illiteracy was still much higher in the south, the situation was improving.


Migration and emigration


One consequence of poverty and economic hardship was the desire of many Italians to improve their lives by either moving abroad or elsewhere within Italy. Thousands moved into towns to seek employment, although this was again largely limited to the northern cities.


Many other Italians sought a new life outside of Italy. This was a very risky strategy. The journey overseas could be hazardous and there was no guarantee of success. Despite this, approximately 200,000 Italians emigrated every year after the 1890s, and in 1912–13 alone around 1.5 million people left Italy – most of them from the south. This was viewed as a disaster for Italy, as people whose skills could have been used to strengthen Italy were leaving for the USA, South America and other places around the world.
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[image: ] Spot the mistake      [image: ]


Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Why does this paragraph not get into Level 4? Once you have identified the mistake, rewrite the paragraph so that it displays the qualities of Level 4. The mark scheme on page 99 will help you.




How far is it accurate to describe Italy as ‘unified’ in the period 1911–18?
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One way in which Italy could not be described as ‘unified’ in the period 1911–18 was in terms of education and literacy rates. There were significant differences in terms of social class and geography. For example, those who were richer could afford to send their children to private schools. In addition, those in the south were more likely to be illiterate. In this sense, Italy could not be described as ‘unified’ as some people were much better educated than others.
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[image: ] Spot the inference      [image: ]


High-level answers avoid excessive summarising or paraphrasing the sources. Instead they make inferences from the sources, as well as analysing their value in terms of their context. Below is a source and a series of statements. Read the source and decide which of the statements:





•  make inferences from the source (I)



•  paraphrase the source (P)



•  summarise the source (S)



•  cannot be justified from the source (X).









	Statement

	I


	P


	S


	X







	There was significant social and economic turmoil in Italy in this period.

	 

	 

	 

	 






	The writer of Source 1 believes that Giolitti’s Government tried to make life easier for the poor.

	 

	 

	 

	 






	The writer of Source 1 believes that Italian governments in the period described did not deal effectively with the social and economic problems facing Italy.

	 

	 

	 

	 






	There were protests among labourers and peasants and those in the south.

	 

	 

	 

	 






	The writer of Source 1 believes that the main cause of social discontent was bad harvests.

	 

	 

	 

	 






	The writer of Source 1 believes that economic problems were a significant cause of social discontent.

	 

	 

	 

	 






	Politically, there were many twists and turns in Italy before the First World War.

	 

	 

	 

	 







[image: ]
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SOURCE 1


Adapted from Benito Mussolini, My Autobiography, Paternoster Library, The Mayflower Press, 1928. Mussolini, at the time of writing in 1928, was dictator of Italy. In the following passage he is reflecting on politics just before the First World War.


Those years before the World War were filled by political twists and turns. Italian life was not easy. Difficulties were many for the people. Our lack of political understanding brought at least one riot a week. During one government of Giolitti I remember 33 [riots]. They had their harvest of killed and wounded and of corroding bitterness of heart … Riots and upheavals among day labourers, among the peasants in the Po Valley, riots in the south. And in the meantime, above all this wasting away of normal life, there went on the tournament and the joust of political parties struggling for power.
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Giolitti’s Government



Giovanni Giolitti was one of the most important political figures in early twentieth-century Italy. He was involved in government for a long time, and was Prime Minister for most of the period 1903–14. Even when not Prime Minister he held other roles, such as Minister of the Interior. Giolitti was a skilled politician who was very good at forming the coalitions necessary for success in Trasformismo. He was a manipulator who was prepared to use bribery and the offer of promotions to achieve success. Yet he also had a vision of what he wanted Italy to be like: stronger, united, modernised. It led him to implement modernising policies and he was prepared to deal with a range of different political groups in order to achieve his aims.


Giolitti’s reforms included policies related to welfare, literacy and economic prosperity. While they led to significant improvements in these areas, they did not help all of those whom they targeted. Industrial workers in particular became increasingly organised and joined organisations like unions to help achieve redress for their grievances. There were agricultural unions as well, such as the Federation of Agricultural Workers, founded in 1901. There were also Socialist unions and Catholic unions. Giolitti, instead of banning these organisations, tried to create reforms that brought these organisations and their members within the political process. He enacted measures to allow them to organise, protest and strike. He hoped that his welfare measures would bring more prosperity to the alienated workers and peasants and reduce their interest in striking.


These measures did not end worker grievances. The police supported the elites against the workers, sometimes violently repressing strikes. Economic production was still prioritised over worker grievances. As a result, workers continued to support the unions and parties they thought protected their interests. On the other hand, there were some wealthy and powerful Italians who thought Giolitti was not protecting their interests any more. They too sought other ways to achieve their goals, including supporting authoritarian parties or groups.


Giolitti and the Socialists


Giolitti targeted moderate Socialist Deputies to join his coalitions. The Socialists had been very successful in elections, with the Italian Socialist Party (PSI) winning about 20 per cent of the vote in 1909, and so it was important for Giolitti to try to include them. Those deputies who did collaborate with Giolitti were heavily criticised from within their own party. Apart from these deputies, the Socialists were never fully absorbed into Giolitti’s coalitions. There were several reasons for this: police repression made it difficult for them to compromise with the state; the Socialists were divided; and the wider Socialist movement was much less prepared to engage with Giolitti than the politicians. Many Italian Socialists believed Giolitti’s reforms were aimed at avoiding political instability rather than helping the people.


Giolitti and the Catholic Church


Giolitti was the first Liberal to appeal successfully to the Catholic vote. He saw Catholic support as a balance to the Socialists. The Catholic vote was potentially huge, and in the 1913 elections the Pope swung his support behind Giolitti. Giolitti was always wary of the Catholic alliance because he did not want to make promises that he could not deliver – such as the return of territory to the Vatican – and this meant the alliance was not a stable or permanent one.


Giolitti and the Nationalists


The first Nationalist party was set up in 1910, and by 1914 it had huge support. It was the movement most opposed to Giolitti’s politics and methods. Nationalists hated Giolitti’s foreign policy, and took advantage of a popular mood that bemoaned Italy’s status in Europe, its lack of colonies, economic backwardness and defeat at Adowa (see page 76). They also appealed to middle-class Italians worried at Giolitti’s concessions to the Socialists. They called for:





•  a ban on public sector strikes



•  stronger police powers



•  protection for Italian industry from foreign competition



•  a stronger army and more defence spending



•  gaining the Italian-speaking territories of Trentino and Trieste from Austria



•  colonial expansion.





Giolitti underestimated them as a threat due to their recent origin, but their opposition to his policies would have made them an unlikely coalition partner anyway.
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[image: ] Support or challenge?


Below is a sample exam question which asks how far you agree with a specific statement. Below this are a series of general statements which are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page, decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in the question and tick the appropriate box.




‘Giolitti’s social and economic reforms in the early twentieth century were entirely ineffectual.’ How far do you agree with this statement?









	 

	Support  

	Challenge  






	The south remained poor and migration rates remained very high.

	 

	 






	The literacy rate increased dramatically.

	 

	 






	There was a significant difference between economic and social conditions in the north and those in the south.

	 

	 






	The police were not reformed and acted harshly against the workers.

	 

	 






	Fewer people died from disease and life expectancy increased.

	 

	 






	By 1914, Italians had the same life expectancy as other Europeans. Giolitti allowed workers to organise themselves into trade unions, but still saw economic production as more important than the issue of addressing worker grievances.
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[image: ] Write the question (AS-level)      [image: ]


The following source relates to the situation in Italy before the First World War. Read the guidance detailing what you need to know about Italy during this period. Having done this, write an AS exam-style question using the source.




Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into …?





___________________________


___________________________




Explain your answer, using both the source, the information given about it and your own knowledge of the historical context.
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SOURCE 1


Adapted from the writings of Antonio Gramsci, a former Socialist and a founder of the more radical Communist Party in 1921. In the following passage, written in the 1930s, Gramsci is analysing the leaders of the Liberal Party in the years up to 1914.


They [the Liberal leaders] said that they were aiming at the creation of a modern State in Italy, and they in fact produced a bastard. They aimed at stimulating the formation of an extensive and energetic ruling class, and they did not succeed; at integrating the people into the framework of the new State, and they did not succeed. The paltry political life … the fundamental … rebelliousness of the Italian popular classes, the narrow existence of a cowardly ruling stratum, they are all consequences of that failure.
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Foreign policy in 1911: Italy and Libya



In September 1911, Italy invaded Libya. There were several key reasons for the invasion:





•  Italy wanted to assert colonial claims in North Africa in response to France’s apparent efforts to expand in the region.



•  Powerful Italian business interests pushed for the invasion after establishing investments in Libya.



•  Popular opinion was strongly in favour of the invasion.



•  Giolitti hoped that a successful Libyan war would weaken Nationalist support.





Events of the Libyan War


Italy declared war on the Ottoman Empire on 29 September 1911. Within three weeks, Italian forces had seized many of the ports and coastal towns, but found progress much harder after that point. The local Arabs saw the Italians as invaders rather than liberators, and so the Italian army had to fight both Turks and Arabs. Italy succeeded in gaining the Libyan territory she desired, but only through diplomatic pressure. She occupied 13 Turkish islands in the Aegean and because of Turkey’s involvement in the Balkan Wars she was unable to resist for long. On 8 October 1912, the Turks formally surrendered Libya to Italy in the Treaty of Lausanne.


It was not quite the success it appeared for Italy, however, as the war was extremely costly. The Arabs continued to resist Italian control for many years, and so Italy had to keep large numbers of troops in Libya even after the end of the war. The war cost 1,300 million lire and 3,500 Italian troops were killed in the fighting.


Impact of the Libyan War


The Libyan War was not straightforwardly positive for Giolitti’s Government. He could take credit for the military victory and the acquisition of Italy’s first colony. On the other hand, the Nationalists claimed responsibility for pushing Giolitti into taking action. They gained popularity as a result. They also blamed Giolitti for the loss of life and the cost of the war, arguing that had it been managed properly Italy would have had even more success. It also led the Nationalists and Catholics into a temporary alliance and weakened the moderate Socialists. This meant that the Revolutionary Socialists took over the movement.
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