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Preface


“You Can Become What You Want to Be”


The title of this preface is the final line of author Wallace D. Wattles’s opening chapter, and the heart of this book. But it is more than an author’s credo. It is, in a sense, an encapsulation of American metaphysical ideals—the outlook of a still-young nation when Wattles wrote The Science of Being Great in 1911, and an outlook still held today.


In the era in which Wattles lived, America was suffused with the influence of a new metaphysics—Christian Science, New Thought, mental healing, and other spiritual philosophies taught modern people to believe that what we think and feel concretizes in the experience of our lives; that thoughts are causative. This spiritual vision harmonized with the sense of limitless possibility that many Americans felt in the early twentieth century, when the nation’s growth and expansion seemed endless.


This book, which appeared the year that Wattles died, was, in my view, his greatest work. It captured everything that he saw around him, and put a sharper focus on the ideas that he explored in his widely read book The Science of Getting Rich, which preceded this one in 1910.


Wattles was far more than a cheerleader for personal and national growth. He was also a fiery social reformer who was forced out of his Methodist pulpit in northern Indiana after refusing to accept collection-basket offerings from parishioners who ran sweatshops. He believed in a voluntary, democratic socialism, and he foresaw a new world where cooperation would replace animal competition. He ran for office twice on the ticket of Eugene V. Debs’s Socialist Party. He advocated for the rights of striking workers and suffragists. Yet his reputation was sealed, and he received posthumous fame in our own time, for a book dedicated to personal money-getting, The Science of Getting Rich.


None of this was contradictory. Wattles believed, without any sense of personal conflict, that the potential of the individual must be expressed both socially and materially. “Man is formed for growth,” he wrote, “and he is under the necessity of growing. It is essential to his happiness that he should continually advance. Life without progress is unendurable.”


Although Wattles had no way of knowing that his life would be lost to tuberculosis at age fifty, shortly after finishing this book, The Science of Being Great formed a culminating manifesto and testament to all that he believed. In its pages, abridged to their essential points in this Condensed Classics edition, you will discover Wattles’s complete philosophy of life: namely, that each of us is run through by a Divine influx, which can raise us to extraordinary heights of personal excellence, acts of creativity, and skills marked by virtuosity. But to fully place ourselves within this eternal, creative current we must first be in alignment with Gospel ethics, and possess a sense of duty to God and our fellow beings.


Self-refinement, he wrote, is the key to transforming ourselves into vehicles for the Higher Principle of life, or God, which yearns for expression through us, and can deliver us to greatness.


Everything that this good and thoughtful man believed necessary for a powerful life can be found in this short and compelling book. May it deliver you to your greatest heights of achievement—and your deepest sense of responsibility.


—Mitch Horowitz






OEBPS/images/9781469007540.jpg
SRR CONDENSED-CLASSICS LIBRARY™

SCIENCE
or BEING
GRE

Al

THE SECRET TO LIVING YOUR GREATEST |
LIFE NOW FROM THE AUTHOR OF |
THE SCIENCE OF GETTING RICH

WALLACE
D. WAI'TLES

MITCH HOROWITZ






