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Introduction to the thematic study








0.1 Your exam What is assessed and how


The GCSE course that you are following is made up of four different studies.








	 

	Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment

	Paper 2: Period study and British depth study

	Paper 3: Modern depth study










	What is assessed?

	
Section A: Historic environment

This focuses on the relationship between a place and historical events and developments.



	
Option P: Period study

This focuses on a wider world topic over a period of at least 50 years.



	This focuses on the complexity of a historical society or situation. The interplay of different aspects of history are considered.






	
Section B: Thematic study

This focuses on change and continuity across a long sweep of history – from the medieval period to present day.



	
Option B: British depth study

This focuses on a period of British history over a short period of time (under 40 years).








	How is it assessed?

	Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes

30% of your GCSE (52 marks)


Section A – 3 compulsory questions (16 marks)


Section B – 2 compulsory questions and 1 from a choice of 2 (36 marks)



	Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

40% of your GCSE (64 marks)


Period study – 2 compulsory questions and 2 from a choice of 3 (32 marks)


British depth study – 2 compulsory questions and 1 from a choice of 2 (32 marks)



	Written exam: 1 hour and 20 minutes

30% of your GCSE (52 marks)


Section A – 2 compulsory questions (16 marks)


Section B – 4 compulsory questions (36 marks)











This book prepares you for Paper 2: Option B4.


It focuses on Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88. You will study:








	Part

	Key content

	Review pages










	Queen, government and religion, 1558–69

	

	1  The situation on Elizabeth’s accession


	2  The ‘settlement’ of religion


	3  Challenge to the religious settlement


	4  The problem of Mary, Queen of Scots




	pages 10–41







	Challenges to Elizabeth at home and abroad, 1569–88

	

	1  Plots and revolts at home


	2  Relations with Spain


	3  Outbreak of war with Spain, 1558–88


	4  The Armada




	pages 42–70







	Elizabethan society in the Age of Exploration, 1558–88

	

	1  Education and leisure


	2  The ‘problem’ of the poor


	3  Exploration and voyages of discovery


	4  Raleigh and Virginia




	pages 71–100
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Revision Tip


Break down your revision into manageable chunks of content


This book is organised into the three parts that reflects the parts of the specification. At the end of each part of the course, make sure you review and revise what you have just covered. The ‘Exam Practice’, ‘Recall Challenge’ and ‘Review’ features will help you do this.
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How the British depth study will be examined


You will be examined on your knowledge and understanding of the British depth study in Paper 2.


The table below shows the type of questions you will be asked. You should allow 50 minutes to complete the British depth study of Paper 2. You should always spend up to a couple of minutes making sure you identify the focus of the question and planning your approach before you start to write your answer. This book will give you step-by-step guidance on how to tackle each type of question.








	Type of question

	Guidance

	Marks

	Writing time

	Advice and practice










	1a


1b

	Describe one feature of…


Describe one feature of…

	For each question, focus on the topic.


For each one, identify one feature and then support your answer with a sentence of historical information.

	4 (2x2)

	6 minutes

	Pages 23, 41, 70, 100







	2

	Explain why …

	Focus on the question and explain why there was a change.

Aim to write three paragraphs. For a strong answer, you should support your answer with at least three aspects of knowledge.



	12

	18 minutes

	Pages 34, 41, 50, 63, 70, 100







	3

	‘Statement’. How far do you agree?

	This is an essay question, requiring you to reach a judgement.

Aim to agree with the statement and then disagree with an alternative argument. For a strong answer, you should support your answer with at least three aspects of knowledge.


Make sure that you write a conclusion explaining how far you agree with the statement.



	16

	24 minutes

	Pages 39, 41, 58, 68, 70, 79, 92, 100
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Revision Tips


Make exam practice part of your revision


Exam Tips give you step-by-step guidance on how to tackle each type of question. Effective revision is not just learning the content. You need to understand what each type of question is asking you to think about in the exam and to practise delivering it.


Take responsibility


Reflect on your strengths and weaknesses. What question types do you struggle with? Take responsibility: spend more time practising the types of question you find most difficult. Use feedback from your teacher to improve your approach.
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0.2 The Big Picture




Connect & Engage


At the start of the topic, it is a good idea to have a sense of what the topic is about. One way to do this is to focus on the big questions. These will help you to focus on what each chapter of the book is about and understand the main content of this course.


As you read about each topic, you may think of your own questions. Write them down. Also, make a note of any key words and individuals that are highlighted in the text. On page 9, you will have a chance to see how much you can remember.
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Summarise


In this book, you will be encouraged to develop memory aids to help you remember important information and ideas. For example, look at this acronym – PERMS. This is a way of remembering the problems that Elizabeth faced. Copy and complete the memory aid by adding examples from ‘The Big Picture’ of each problem.
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	Key topic 1: Queen, government and religion, 1558–69










	
Topic 1 – The situation on Elizabeth’s accession

When Elizabeth came to the throne in 1558, she was faced with a range of difficult problems. The country was in debt and it was in danger of invasion from Spain and France. Not only that, many Catholics claimed that she was not the legitimate Queen of England, and that as a woman, she should not rule. Elizabeth relied on her Privy Council, a small group of selected ministers who advised her on how to run the country.
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Topic 2 – The ‘settlement’ of religion

In 1558, there was a religious divide in England. Catholics and Protestants could not agree on an acceptable way to worship God. Some Protestants, called Puritans, wanted an especially strict type of Christianity. To create peace and stability, Elizabeth and her ministers created a new plan, called the religious settlement. This was an attempt to reach a compromise between the different ideas.
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Topic 3 – Challenge to the religious settlement

Even though Elizabeth had attempted to reach a compromise, many people were not happy. Catholics and Puritans were especially disappointed. They tried to pressure Elizabeth to change the Church. The Papacy in Rome, which led the Catholic Church, even encouraged other countries like Spain to take action against Elizabeth and her religious settlement.
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Topic 4 – The problem of Mary, Queen of Scots

Mary, Queen of Scots was a cousin of Elizabeth who ruled Scotland. She was a challenge to Elizabeth because she had a claim to the throne. Some English Catholics thought that she would be a better choice for queen.


In 1568, Mary arrived in England in exile from Scotland, where she had lost her throne. This was a problem for Elizabeth – what should she do with Mary?
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Key topic 2: Challenges to Elizabeth at home and abroad, 1569–88










	
Topic 1 – Plots and revolts at home

From 1569, challenges to Elizabeth became stronger. For example, in 1569–70, thousands of Catholics in the north of England revolted against Elizabeth. Later, Elizabeth faced several plots to either kill or imprison her, including plots which involved the possibility of a Spanish invasion! Elizabeth was saved by the word of Sir Francis Walsingham, her spymaster, who tracked down plotters. In 1587, Mary, Queen of Scots was executed to prevent further plots.
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Topic 2 – Relations with Spain

Spain was the most powerful country in Europe at the time – it had wealth, riches and powerful fleets of ships. From 1558 onwards, England and Spain began to clash over political, religious and commercial problems. For example, Elizabeth supported a rebellion against Spain by Dutch Protestants, and the Queen’s favourite, Sir Francis Drake, attacked Spanish ships and colonies in the Americas. This led to tensions between England and Spain.
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Topic 3 – The outbreak of war with Spain, 1585–88

Tensions with Spain were at a height by 1585. Elizabeth sent English soldiers to the Netherlands to fight against Spain. This meant that England and Spain were at war. Spain was much more powerful than England. Elizabeth sent her close friend Sir Robert Dudley to fight in the Netherlands, and she sent Sir Francis Drake to attack Spanish ships and colonies, as well as the port of Cadiz in Spain.
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Topic 4 – The Armada

By 1588, King Philip II of Spain was ready to invade England. He had a large fleet, called the Spanish Armada. The plan was that this would sail to France, meet with a Spanish army from the Netherlands and then invade England. England did not have enough soldiers to stop an invasion on land. However, through a combination of clever tactics, bad weather and good planning, the English defeated the Spanish Armada and stopped the invasion.
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	Key topic 3: Elizabethan society in the Age of Exploration, 1558–88










	
Topic 1 – Education and leisure

Elizabethan England is sometimes called a ‘golden age’ in English history. One reason is that it was a time of growth in education. New ideas were becoming available, and far more people were educated. There were also more options for leisure time, including the theatre. But how much was available to the poor in Elizabethan England?
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Topic 2 – The ‘problem’ of the poor

One of the biggest social problems in Elizabethan England was poverty. Many people faced unemployment and starvation, and the problem was getting worse. This led to new attitudes that the government should do something about poverty. Elizabeth’s government attempted to create laws to control and solve poverty.
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Topic 3 – Exploration and voyages of discovery

Elizabethan England was a time of exploration and discovery. Under Elizabeth’s rule, sea captains attempted to find new and undiscovered lands and sea routes. They risked death for the chance of wealth and fame. One man stood out for his achievements – Francis Drake, the first English sailor to circumnavigate, or sail around, the world.
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Topic 4 – The attempted colonisation of Virginia

England was starting to look at the wider world in new ways for the first time. Sir Walter Raleigh persuaded Elizabeth to allow him to create a new colony in the Americas in a region that he called Virginia in honour of Elizabeth. This plan failed, and the colonists of the second attempt to colonise Roanoke Island were never seen again.
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0.3 Key features: How this book works


The tasks in this book will help you learn what you need to know and how to apply your knowledge to answer exam questions effectively. They are your ‘steps to success’.
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Revision Tips




	
1  Don’t delay revision until just before the exam.

Revision should be an ongoing process. You need to revisit topics that you have studied regularly. Otherwise, as the graph shows, you will quickly start to forget key topics.




	
2  Retrieval practice makes your memory stronger.

When you recall what you have previously studied, your brain strengthens connections and makes it easier to recall this information in the future.




	
3  Spaced practice helps you remember for longer!

At the end of each topic, we test you, not just on that topic but on previous ones as well. You should regularly return to the Review tasks from previous topics and test your knowledge of ‘older material’. As the graph shows, this should improve recall and stop you forgetting.
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Apply Recall Challenges


On pages 6–7, you saw ‘The Big Picture’ of this topic. There were several key names and words. Let’s see which you can remember.




	
1  Match the key words to the right definition:











	Legitimate

	    

	The leadership of the Catholic Church. The Pope is the individual who leads the Church.






	Privy Council

	 

	Elizabeth’s plan for the Church of England






	Catholicism

	 

	Secret plans against someone, usually to overthrow or kill them






	Protestantism

	 

	A group of Protestants who had very strict religious ideas






	Puritans

	 

	A fleet of ships created to invade England






	Religious settlement

	 

	A group of ministers who advised Elizabeth






	Papacy

	 

	A type of Christianity that was opposed to Catholicism






	Plots

	 

	A type of Christianity that followed the Pope in Rome






	Spanish Armada

	 

	Born to parents who are married











	
2  Match the key individuals to the right description:











	Mary, Queen of Scots

	    

	A sea captain, and the first English captain to circumnavigate the globe






	Sir Francis Walsingham

	 

	An Englishman who organised an effort to colonise Virginia






	Sir Francis Drake

	 

	The ruler of Scotland until 1567, and a Catholic






	Sir Robert Dudley

	 

	The Queen’s close friend. He led the English army in the Netherlands






	Philip II

	 

	The Queen’s Secretary of State and spymaster






	Sir Walter Raleigh

	 

	The King of Spain
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Part 1: Queen, government and religion, 1558–69



1 The situation on Elizabeth’s accession







Connect & Engage – Queen Elizabeth I
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This picture shows Elizabeth aged about 13 years old. She’s wearing expensive clothing and jewellery. Elizabeth was the daughter of Henry VIII, King of England, and for much of her life had a wealthy lifestyle though she was brought up far from the centre of power.


She has a large cross on her dress and is holding a Bible. Elizabeth regularly read the Bible and enjoyed discussing religion. She was introduced to Protestant ideas from a young age. The fact that the artist has shown symbols of Elizabeth’s religious faith in the picture shows that he considered it to be an important part of her identity.


The book in the background represents education. Elizabeth was a bright, hard-working student who enjoyed learning. For most of her life, she spent three hours a day reading, particularly history books. She learned Greek, Latin, French and Italian, as well as dancing, archery, needlework, horse riding and music.


Elizabeth had a difficult childhood. Before she was three years old, her father had her mother, Anne Boleyn, executed and Elizabeth was sent away from the royal court. She lost the title of Princess. By 1543, when this painting was made, Henry was married to his sixth wife and Elizabeth had returned to the royal court. In 1547, her half-brother Edward became King. However, only six years later, Edward died. Elizabeth’s half-sister, Mary, became Queen. Mary was Catholic, and did not trust Elizabeth. Elizabeth spent two months as a prisoner in the Tower of London under the threat of execution, and the rest of Mary’s reign under house arrest away from London.


In 1558, Mary died without any heirs and Elizabeth became Queen.






[image: ]


Connect & Engage




	
1  Summarise Elizabeth’s early life using a maximum of three sentences.


	
2  How might Elizabeth’s background and experiences affect how she would rule as Queen?
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An ambassador from Spain met Elizabeth shortly after she became Queen, and sent this report to the King of Spain.


’She is a very vain and clever woman. She must have been thoroughly schooled in the manner in which her father conducted his affairs. She is determined to be governed by no one … She is a very strange sort of woman.’


Source A Taken from Alison Weir, Elizabeth the Queen
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Connect & Engage




	
1  What sorts of problems did Henry VIII, Edward VI and Mary face? How did they handle their problems?


	
2  Read source A. What did the ambassador think about Elizabeth? Why might he have called her a ‘strange sort of woman’?
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Elizabethan England in 1558


Elizabethan England means England in the period when Elizabeth I was the Queen, from 1558 to 1603. Elizabethan England was very different from modern England.


Elizabeth ruled England, not the United Kingdom. This is because in the sixteenth century, the United Kingdom did not exist. Elizabeth was the Queen of England, which at that time meant that she also ruled Wales. Additionally, she was the Queen of Ireland. However, Scotland was a completely different country, with its own monarch and government.
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The monarch




	
•  The monarch ruled, and people believed that God had chosen them. This was called Divine Right.


	
•  The monarch was expected to pay the costs of governing a country.


	
•  Monarchs raised money from land rents, court fines and custom duties. Most monarchs were continually short of cash. If they needed more, they had to ask Parliament to approve a tax on the population.
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The economy




	
•  The majority of the population lived and worked in the countryside.


	
•  Most people were labourers, growing and harvesting crops for landowners.


	
•  Most of the food and goods sold were produced in England. However, trade with other countries was important and growing.


	
•  The most important industry was the wool trade. People span wool to make cloth which sold abroad. However, in the 1550s, just before Elizabeth came to the throne, this trade had collapsed. Many workers were unemployed, and prices were rising.





[image: ]










[image: ]








[image: ]


Culture




	
•  The fifteenth and sixteenth centuries were known as the Renaissance – a period of new ideas in science, philosophy and art.


	
•  By 1558, many new ideas had reached England, including the printing press. This made sharing new ideas much easier and led to more education.


	
•  As new ideas spread, people were more willing to challenge older ideas, including traditional religious beliefs.


	
•  People were also more interested in exploration and discovering the ‘New World’ – the Americas.
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Religion




	
•  Medieval England had been Catholic. Catholicism was the traditional type of Christianity in Western Europe.


	
•  Under Henry VIII and then Edward VI, England had become Protestant, which was a new type of Christianity.


	
•  Elizabeth’s sister Mary had returned England to Catholicism.


	
•  In 1558, England was divided between Protestantism and Catholicism
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Society and government in Elizabethan England
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Research & Record


What was society and government like in Elizabethan England?


Use pages 13 and 14 to complete your own copy of a table like this. Record examples of information that support the statements in the table.








	Society was very structured.

	Society was organised in ranks, from the Queen and nobility down to labourers and the poor.






	The majority of the population was very poor.

	 






	Queen Elizabeth held the most power in the government.
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Society


In Elizabethan England, society was very structured. There were about 3 million people in England and Wales, and most knew their place in society. People saw society as being in ranks, or levels. The higher a person’s position, the more power and status they held over the people below them.


The diagram below shows how Elizabethan society was organised.







Government


By 1558, there was a sophisticated system in place for running the country. The monarch had the most power but this did not mean that the Queen could simply do what she wanted. Elizabeth relied on other parts of the government to rule the country.
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