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Jack Frost’s Ode

 

Each goody-goody fairy pest

Says ‘Never cheat’ and ‘Try your best’.

Their words should end up in the bin.

To be the best you have to win!

 

I’ll steal and cheat to find a Way

Of winning every game I play,

And when the world is at my feet

They’ll see it’s always best to cheat!




 


[image: images]



 

It was early morning in the Mistfall Mountains. The rising sun beamed down on a large wooden chalet at the edge of a snowy pine forest. Shafts of sunlight pierced the gaps in the curtains.


Kirsty Tate sat up in bed, rubbing her eyes. She looked around and smiled.


“Even the morning light looks different here,” she said.


Her best friend, Rachel Walker, leaned over the edge of the top bunk and smiled down at her.


“Mum says that Dewbelle is the prettiest resort in Silverlake Valley,” she said. “She worked here when she was a teenager.”
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Kirsty threw back her thick quilt and Rachel half-jumped down the bunk-bed ladder. Together, they pulled back the curtains and flung open the window. A cold, crisp scent filled the little room. Outside, the freshly fallen snow looked as smooth as icing. It had been dark when they arrived the night before. Now they could see far beyond the ski slopes of Dewbelle, to where the Mistfall Mountains rose in the distance.


“The snow looks perfect,” said Kirsty. “We could build a million snowmen.”


Rachel laughed.


“We’re going to be too busy learning how to ski,” she said. “I can’t wait to get started. I just hope that Jack Frost doesn’t spoil the fun.”


It was six months since the summer Gold Medal Games, when lots of children from different schools had come together to learn how to surf and skateboard. Now it was time for the winter games. Kirsty gazed at the ski slopes in silence.


“Are you OK?” asked Rachel, giving her a friendly nudge.


“I can’t help thinking about what Jack Frost said in the summer,” Kirsty replied. “He said that winter was his time. He’s had months to plan something really horrible.”


During the summer competition, Rachel and Kirsty had shared a wonderful adventure. Jack Frost had stolen the magical items that belonged to the Gold Medal Fairies. Calling himself Lightning Jack of the Frost Academy, he had tried to win the competitions by cheating. Rachel and Kirsty had helped to foil his plans, but he still had two of the magical items.


“He’s never defeated the fairies, and he never will,” said Rachel. “Let’s go and have breakfast. This mountain air is making me hungry.”


All the competitors were staying in the same chalet. As soon as they were dressed, they hurried down the wooden stairs. Two boys and a girl joined them on the way, and Rachel and Kirsty introduced themselves.
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