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  This book is dedicated to Bella, who tried desperately to train the rest of the family, and me, over a period of nearly seventeen years. She always did win the ‘Who can

  keep their head under water the longest?’ competitions.
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  Master or Servant?




  Humans like to think that we are pack animals, looking for a leader. How wrong they are. Little do they realise that it is the family who

  are the pack, as it is they who will end up running their lives around us.




  There are occasions when we can communicate with our human companions. Eyes are very important in this process. Picture the scene.

  It’s a nice hot sunny day, perfect for lounging about in the garden. You decide to go outside and laze around, but want to take your nice clean bedding with you. As you drag it all outside

  across the dry dusty vegetable patch, your human may shout and stare at you. Watch those eyes. That stare will translate as something along the lines of ‘Don’t even dream about

  bringing that lot back inside the house tonight!’ Do not worry about this. Simply glare back in a way that says, ‘Who’s dreaming?’ Sometimes, if that

  doesn’t work, try a look that says, ‘Sorry, do I know you?’
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  Imagine that it’s a cold winter’s day and the back garden is covered in snow. Pure, white, virginal snow. Not a mark blots this

  landscape. You will have an urge to change this. So will your human. Make sure you do it first. Urinating has the benefit of changing the snow to a delicate shade of amber, and usually puts your

  human off from playing about in it.




  The human urge to mess up a patch of virginal sand, chalk, dust or mud is not as strong as it is with snow. However, make sure you continue

  to be the first on the scene, just in case. Don’t ignore cowpats, either.
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