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INTRODUCTION



It may seem counterintuitive for a magazine that regularly showcases sprawling farmhouses and wide-open acreage to become an authority on all things small. But in the past few years at Country Living, we’ve witnessed a seemingly insatiable hunger for small spaces of all sorts—from charming she-sheds to happy campers to quaint little cottages.


While on its surface the Tiny House Movement may seem contradictory to pastoral life, it’s actually rooted in something inherently country: simplicity. The “call of small” speaks to those seeking to pare down—to focus less on minutiae and more on what matters—and that, in a nutshell, is the heart and soul of Country Living, no matter your square footage.


Throughout these pages, you’ll find seemingly boundless, outside-the-box inspiration for living well with less, whether it’s a whimsical treehouse designed for whiling away an afternoon (190) or an unbelievably chic garden shed equipped for both roses and rosé (152). These small wonders prove that compact living doesn’t have to come at the cost of character, nor does it demand a minimalist approach to decorating. In fact, many of the hallmarks of country design—an aesthetic that’s essentially rooted in the idea of living resourcefully, after all—are right at home in small spaces. Easy-access open shelving, sliding barn doors, flush-mount schoolhouse lighting, and bench seating at the farm table are all beautiful and practical choices when there’s hardly a square foot to spare. Functional collectibles such as mason jars serve double-duty as decoration and storage. Even our affection for linear motifs—ticking stripes on linens, beadboard paneling on walls—proves useful when it comes to making a space feel larger.


So whether you’re looking to carve out your own backyard escape (169 or 172), trying to infuse a tiny city apartment with country charm (128), or simply looking to downsize, take big inspiration from those who’ve made the (tiny!) leap. They know that a little room to breathe is really the only room you need.


Rachel Hardage Barrett


Editor-in-Chief, Country Living
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| No. 1 | Peg Rail


Peg rails originated in the living spaces of the Shaker community. The handcrafted railing often bordered an entire room at shoulder level for easy storage of chairs, baskets, and the like. Today it’s a stylish, streamlined way to wrangle clutter in foyers, mudrooms, or hallways.
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| No. 2 | Barn Doors


Whether used on cabinetry, as shown here, or between adjoining rooms, this country icon isn’t just super charming; it’s also super functional. Why? Tract-hinged doors don’t require the wide radius of their traditional counterparts, making them ideal for tight spaces or narrow hallways. Use a salvaged door or coat a new one with chalkboard paint to make an even smarter statement.
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| No. 3 | Wall-Mounted Desks


Make your walls work overtime with a wall-mounted desk, which can fold up when not in use. The versatile piece also easily transitions into a cocktail bar, a craft station, or, if you equip it with a mirror, a vanity.
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| No. 4 | Retro Appliances


Generally speaking, vintage and vintage-inspired appliances such as Big Chill® and SMEG® have a smaller footprint than modern-day behemoths. They also add decorative panache—and a welcome pop of color!—in a small space.
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| No. 5 | Built-In Beds


Tucking beds into alcoves and otherwise unused wall recesses instantly increases the available floor space in a room. (And talk about a sweet spot to snooze!) To double down on efficiency, consider incorporating bunk beds where ceiling height allows.
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| No. 6 | Converted Closets


How do you add a new room to a tiny house without a full-blown renovation? Reimagine a closet! Whether you carve out a home office, a craft room, a bar, or even a guestroom with a foldaway bed, you can amp up a house’s living space with smart furnishings and a splash of color. (The latter will help differentiate the area from its surroundings.)
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| No. 7 | Folding Chairs


Handsome wood folding chairs are attractive enough to garner a spot around a formal dining table. But their real beauty lies in their storability. The collapsible perches can be cleared at a moment’s notice, letting a small house’s eating area quickly transition to another use.
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| No. 8 | Mirrors


Trick the eye into seeing a bigger room with the introduction of mirrors. The light-reflecting surfaces amp up the natural light and surrounding views. Go all in with a single oversize one, or try a floor-to-ceiling assortment like the ones lining the walls of this sunny bathroom.
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| No. 9 | Sconces


Nightstands are a luxury in a tiny home. If you’re lucky enough to squeeze one (or better, yet, two!) into your sleeping quarters, you’ll want to maximize them by replacing table lamps with wall-mounted sconces. Electric or hardwired, the fixtures will illuminate a bedside without encroaching on precious real estate.
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| No. 10 | Coffee Table Trunks


Don’t squander precious floor space with a coffee table that fails to earn its keep. Instead use an old trunk for this living room essential. You’ll infuse the space with storied style and also handily conceal throw blankets, computer chargers, kids’ toys, and more.
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| No. 11 | Open Shelving


In kitchens, bathrooms, and just about anywhere else, you can take the strain off a cramped room by swapping bulky cabinets with airy open shelves. The streamlined storage transforms utilitarian pieces into works of art and also alleviates the awkward angles that can arise from squeezed-in cabinet doors.
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| No. 12 | Elevated Draperies


The easiest way to make a room feel taller is to place the curtain rod really close to the ceiling—roughly two inches from the crown molding. While you’re at it, extend the rod four inches on either side of the window so it appears wider and lets in more light.
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| No. 13 | Rolling Furniture


Small spaces need to be quick-change artists, which is why everything is better on wheels. From coffee tables and bar carts to beds and dining tables, caster-adorned furniture lets you change up a room’s functionality with ease.
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| No. 14 | Reclaimed Storage


Repurposed crates, bins, and boxes add heaps of charm to any home but are especially well-placed in a tiny one, where they can do double duty as décor and as a means of stashing supplies.
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| No. 15 | Skirted Pieces


What do console tables, bathroom sinks, and kitchen cabinets have in common? They all look better sporting a skirt. Fabric-covered pieces introduce some feminine flair to a space and sub in visual interest in place of too-big-for-a-tiny-home architectural elements. They’re also easier to access in a tight space.
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| No. 16 | Barely-there Shades


When in doubt, get it in white. While color can work wonders in a tiny home, a neutral palette is a foolproof plan for creating a more open feel. Coat walls, ceilings, and even floors in creamy white paint, and then layer in warm tones with touches of wood and brass.
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| No. 17 | Acrylic Accents


This crystal-clear, plastic-like material will streamline a small room by eliminating visual clutter. And don’t stop at barstools: Acrylic coffee tables, consoles, trays, and drawer pulls have the same effect.
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| No. 18 | Settees


Yes, a full-size sofa can work in a space-challenged house, but some rooms call for something less intrusive. Enter settees, which can comfortably seat two people and have a small footprint to boot.
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| No. 19 | Under-the-Eaves Spaces


A set-in-the-rafters room is hands-down the hardest working area in a tiny home. A common place for a sleeping loft, they also make cozy offices and playrooms. If your home’s floorplan doesn’t allow for a set of stairs, try accessing by ladder.
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| No. 20 | Unexpected Headboards


Pretty as they may be, burly headboards can zap square-footage—fast. For a slimmer profile but just as much style, anchor a bed with a hanging quilt or tapestry. Other savvy options: wallpaper panels, trompe l’oeil designs, flags, and maps.
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