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You’re only here because of plants! We rely on them for food, 


fresh air and all kinds of other useful stuff.


A WHOLE WORLD OF PLANTS


WHAT IS A PLANT?


Plants are living things  


that grow by using  


sunlight, water and air  


to make food. 


As you’ve probably noticed, plants don’t 


move around much, and don’t eat and 


swallow food like we do (though a few 


plants do eat animals! See page 29).


Instead, plants make their own food 


in their leaves – a process called 


photosynthesis.


In the north, there  


are boreal forests  


full of conifers, such  


as fir trees.


PLANT PARTS


There are many different types of 


plants, but they mostly have the 


same basic parts.


Plants become food for animals, and those 


animals become food for other animals – so 


most animals need plants, including us! We 


also breathe in the oxygen they release.


Tropical forests such as 


the Amazon rainforest 


contain thousands of tree 


and plant species, like the 


passion flower.


Lots of the land is taken 


up with farms growing 


plant crops, such as 


wheat, coffee and cotton.


Leaves


Stem


Flower


The plant takes in water and 


nutrients through its roots.


Inside the leaves, green 


chlorophyll uses light 


energy from the Sun to 


produce food chemicals.


The plant uses the food 


chemicals to grow and 


make new parts.


Roots
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