





[image: image]














[image: image]












Copyright © Noel Streatfeild 1959


Copyright © The beneficiaries of the estate of Noel Streatfeild 1986


Excluding illustrations on pages v, 6, 24, 28, 29, 63, 67, 79, 83, 84 © Becky Cameron 2023


The right of Noel Streatfeild to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.


Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.


First published in 1959


This edition first published as an Ebook in Great Britain in 2023 by Headline Home


an imprint of Headline Publishing Group


Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library


Every effort has been made to fulfil requirements with regard to reproducing copyright material. The author and publisher will be glad to rectify any omissions at the earliest opportunity.


eISBN 978 1 0354 0858 0


HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP


An Hachette UK Company


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment


London EC4Y 0DZ


www.headline.co.uk


www.hachette.co.uk









About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every October baby . . .


Find out why you might give your October baby a name to do with wine, what is meant by the gift of a bunch of marigolds, persicaria and meadow saffron, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Mahatma Gandhi, Christopher Wren or Picasso?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood . . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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THE October baby has arrived. Telephones have rung, letters and telegrams have passed on the good news. All the usual questions have been asked, ‘Is it a boy or is it a girl?’ ‘Who does it look like?’ ‘What does it weigh?’ And above all, ‘How is she? Did she have a bad time?’ And now the moment has arrived when visitors are allowed, and everyone is asking themselves ‘What shall I take her?’
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It is possible for the mother of an October baby to have too many chrysanthemums. Being at their best they are such a temptation in the flower shop windows, that it is easy to forget that others may have thought of chrysanthemums too. It is also easy to forget the nurse who has to put them in water. Chrysanthemums, whether they are those enormous ones with faces like leopards, the shaggy or the smooth types, or even the button ones, are only suited to certain kinds of vases, and whether in a hospital, a nursing home, or at home, the supply can run out. It is interesting to speculate what is being thought by the nurse who says for the twelfth time in one afternoon ‘Aren’t they lovely!’
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Fruit is a nice present, and if it is peaches or exotics, a popular one. But like chrysanthemums it is possible to have too many grapes, especially if each bunch is bought in perfect condition for eating that day!
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Clothes for baby are of course the right present. But so few of us are strong-minded enough to hold on to the baby clothes we have bought or made until the baby arrives; it is so tempting to post the parcel right away. Something for the mother to wear is obviously ideal too, but such presents cost money and so are not within the reach of all.


There was a time when having a baby meant lying in bed for a whole month. In those days obviously books must have been an ideal present, for the mother had so much time on her hands when she could read. Today, with so much less time spent in bed, mothers seem to have no time at all, and so something that is intended for snack reading seems called for.
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It was while visiting a mother and a new baby that the idea for this book was born. We had, as is usual on such occasions, talked almost entirely about the baby, and suddenly I thought, I wish there was a book I could give her about nothing but babies born in this particular month.
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Here then is the October Baby’s book. It starts with a list of possible names. To many this will be useless, for the baby’s names have been chosen months ago. But there are those who are still havering, or are bogged down in a welter of too many family names. The names suggested here all have some relation to October.


Even if you don’t believe in the signs of the zodiac, it is fun to see what sort of person the stars suggest your child will grow up to be. But as well, for every day of the month, there is a list of the distinguished who were born on that day, and very surprising some of them are. Who would have guessed that writer of delicate English, Katherine Mansfield, would share a birthday with a dynamic soldier and statesman such as Eisenhower? Or stranger still, who could imagine that sixteenth century diarist and gardener, John Evelyn, was born under the same stars as Chiang Kai-shek? Maybe you will find those who could share your baby’s birthday equally inexplicable.
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