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INTRODUCTION


Ella Marija Lani Yelich-O’Connor carved out her own place in the pop world from the very beginning. Ever since she first burst onto the scene as a teenager with her debut album, Pure Heroine, she has felt like something different. Her lyrics seemed like they’d been ripped straight from a diary, and her songs sounded restrained and minimalist in a way that was unlike anything else at the time. She immediately received worldwide acclaim and attention, becoming a critical darling with legions of fans at just sixteen. She took the name ‘Lorde’ from her long-time obsession with royals, aristocracy and the idea of ‘old money’, and opted to add the ‘e’ to make it more feminine. She also loved the idea of having a one-word alias, inspired by her pop predecessors Prince, Cher and Madonna.


Whereas some artists would ride the wave of a dazzling debut as much as possible, Lorde withdrew for four years while she worked on her sophomore album, Melodrama. Though this album never quite reached the commercial heights of Pure Heroine, it was once again adored by fans and critics, building her into a cult pop icon of untold power. She unlocked a unique level of vulnerability and a keen interest in unusual sonics and production that set her apart from her contemporaries and has since completely altered the pop landscape – her spiritual children Olivia Rodrigo, Billie Eilish, Sabrina Carpenter, Chappell Roan, Troye Sivan and so many more all credit her as a major inspiration.


Then came Solar Power, a complete shift in terms of sonics, visuals and songwriting style. It was both an ambitious and a care-free project which saw our introspective popstar look outwards to the natural world. It had some brilliant songs on it, but as an album it didn’t reach the iconic status of her first two; it felt too alien to what fans wanted from Lorde and was slightly overlooked in the lockdown haze.


The sunniness of that album was followed by another period of reinvention in the form of Virgin in 2025. In the years between it and Solar Power, Lorde withdrew once again and underwent a period of serious transformation – she went through a major break-up, struggled with an eating disorder, came off her birth control and began to explore the boundaries of her gender. All that culminated in her most raw and unfiltered album yet: a grungy, unclean, truthful exploration of all of that and more.


Lorde’s fanbase is one of the most impassioned and engaged in pop today. Many have grown up with her, discovering her as teenagers themselves and carrying her with them into adulthood. Her commitment to her artistry, to pushing the boundaries of what pop can be, have earned her a pedestal in pop culture for over a decade. She’s an artist who has been tuned in to the zeitgeist throughout her career, making music that both reflects and shapes the moment. This book will dive into her inspirations, music videos, fashion and every track on all four of her studio albums. Discover the stories behind your favourite songs, hear what Lorde herself says of her creative process and celebrate an undisputed queen of pop.
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INFLUENCES


To get to the core of Lorde’s genius, we first have to look to the multitude of artists who have inspired her over the years. She has an incredibly wide range of inspirations – some who have remained constants throughout her entire career, and some who have had special influence on specific albums or songs.


[image: ] MUSICAL INSPIRATIONS [image: ]


‘I have such reverence for [pop music],’ Lorde explained in 2017. ‘A lot of musicians think they can do pop, and the ones who don’t succeed are the ones who don’t have the reverence – who think it’s just a dumb version of other music. You need to be awe-struck.’1 Lorde’s respect for pop music is far reaching and palpable in her own songs. She has expressed love for both pop veterans and giants who need no introduction, as well as her own contemporaries.
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‘I have such reverence for the form. A lot of musicians think they can do pop, and the ones who don’t succeed are the ones who don’t have the reverence – who think it’s just a dumb version of other music. You need to be awe-struck.’1


– Lorde





[image: ]


David Bowie, a pop phenomenon in a league of his own, was a huge inspiration to Lorde – and the respect was clearly mutual. His pianist Mike Garson revealed he saw her as ‘the future of music’2 and described her music as sounding like ‘listening to tomorrow’,3 leading to her being selected to pay tribute to him at the 2016 BRIT Awards. Her haunting rendition of ‘Life on Mars’ was widely praised for honouring his memory. Lorde revealed that Melodrama was deeply influenced by Bowie, telling Radio 1 that ‘It’s hard not to make something and not think, “What would David think of this? If I could play it to him, what would he say?”’4
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‘It’s hard not to make something and not think, “What would David [Bowie] think of this? If I could play it to him, what would he say?”’4


– Lorde





Lorde is also a long-time fan of popstar Robyn, considering her a blueprint for the level of pop she aspires to. Robyn also appeared on Solar Power, contributing the spoken solo to ‘Secrets from a Girl (Who’s Seen It All)’. Lorde is friends with and a fan of Charli xcx, and admitted that Charli’s phenomenal success and vision with brat inspired her to up her own game for Virgin. She’s expressed huge love for Katy Perry, quoting ‘Teenage Dream’ as one of her all-time favourite songs and a masterclass in pop writing. She’s also cited Lana Del Rey, Grimes, Frank Ocean, the 1975 and Florence and the Machine as influences. At the beginning of her career she quoted Kanye West as a major inspiration and later collaborated with him on The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 soundtrack.
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Lorde has always looked beyond simply musical inspirations. Growing up with a poet as a mother meant that the written word has always been a huge inspiration to her lyrics, and some of her songs were even originally conceived as poems, like ‘The Man with the Axe’. In 2013, she told Glamour that her biggest influences were ‘Raymond Carver, Tobias Wolff, Sylvia Plath, Walt Whitman and Leonard Cohen.’5 She is particularly drawn to the confessional nature of poetry, as well as its focus on form and sentence structure, which she tries to emulate with her songwriting.
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PURE HEROINE (2013):
track by track


PURE HEROINE: you will always be famous. The fact that Lorde wrote this album at just sixteen is as mind-blowing now as it was upon its release over a decade ago. The maturity of the songwriting, the boldness of the production and the timelessness of its aesthetics still feel just as fresh and exciting, and it’s an album that only blossoms under the glasses of nostalgia.


When sixteen-year-old Lorde stepped onto the scene, with her huge head of curls and flawless eyeliner, she made shockwaves around the world. The album went Platinum in the UK, US, Canada, Australia, Denmark, France and Germany (along with most of Europe), and, of course, in her home country of New Zealand. She was an overnight sensation, with ‘Royals’ echoing on radios around the world and winning her the GRAMMYs for ‘Song of the Year’ and ‘Pop Solo Performance’ in 2014.


Pure Heroine was co-written and produced with fellow New Zealander Joel Little – a pop-writing powerhouse who has also worked with Taylor Swift, Niall Horan, Shawn Mendes, Sam Smith, Ellie Goulding and many more. Her right-hand man throughout the entire process, Little honed Lorde’s unbridled imagination and vision into the confines of an album. ‘She hadn’t really written any songs, but she had all these amazing words,’ said Little in 2014. ‘So, initially, the process was finding a way to capture what she was saying with the music and melodies.’6


After just a week they’d written three songs together, one of them ‘Royals’. Their collaboration was a true partnership; Little’s focus was on amplifying what Lorde was trying to say, rather than imposing his own voice onto the record, and the results were The Love Club EP and Pure Heroine.


Little’s sonically sparse, restrained production is one of the things that made the album so iconic. The programmed beats, digital glitching soundscape and spare, bassy throbs use few sonic elements without sounding empty. It was recorded in a small, fairly basic studio in Auckland called Golden Age Studios, where Lorde and Little worked almost independently to keep the pool of tastes and visions as small as possible.


What is it about this particular album that managed to capture the zeitgeist so perfectly? There is something about it that feels so distinctly teenage, but without ever feeling juvenile. Her honesty is relentless, her coolness infinite and, as many reviewers at the time pointed out, her restraint (especially at such a young age) is incredibly impressive, both lyrically and sonically.
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