

























Into the freezer


Welcome to the coldest, windiest
continent on Earth. Although
Antarctica is twice the size of
Australia, it has no towns or cities,
and no human population. A thick
layer of ice covers most of its land.


Antarctica










My Antarctic Diary


13th October


Up to 4,000 scientists live in Antarctica
for part of the year – and I’m about to
join them! Antarctica is also home to
wildlife. I’ll be staying for four months, to
study the life cycle of emperor penguins.


Antarctica is in the
southern half of the
world, so the seasons
are opposite to those
in the north. April is
autumn and August is
the middle of winter!










Land of the emperors


At least 500,000 emperor penguins live in Antarctica.
Every April or May, they gather in more than 40 big groups,
called colonies.


The penguins pair up, and each female lays one egg. Then she
heads back out to the ocean to hunt for food. The males stay
behind to look after the eggs. The females return in July or
August, when the eggs are ready to hatch.










Penguins don’t build nests. The
males keep the eggs on their feet,
covered with a warm fold of skin.









