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For Lottie the family dog, Fudge the radio dog, Milly


the publishing dog, Elvis the artist dog, Rosie the


babysitting dog, Phizzy the creative dog, Harvey the


driving-and-jiving dog, Stumpy the seaside dog, Gus and


Billy the Floridian dogs and Alfie the pub dog.


 


And in loving memory of Sally and Panda, the two


greatest picnic raiders on the South Coast. 






Introduction
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Dogs are our link to paradise


They don’t know evil or


jealousy or discontent


Milan Kundera


 


From feral beast to man’s best friend, the domesticated wolf has been the object of human affection for centuries. As a well-loved pet, as a key member of the workforce or as vital support for those who depend on them for practical assistance in daily life, the dog is quite simply the most popular animal on the planet. 


Featured in literature, film and television and even in advertising, they also play a crucial part in defending the country and in medical science, their brilliant noses detecting potentially lethal devices and tumours as easily as they might sniff out a butcher’s window in a bustling high street. 


But it is for their company that we most appreciate dogs. Their loyalty, intelligence, affection and generosity of spirit, coupled with their sheer enthusiasm for life, makes them the very best of animal companions; through good times and bad a dog will remain a reassuring constant, wagging a merry tail to acknowledge your joys and providing a sympathetic furry neck into which to shed your tears. 


Demanding little in return beyond food, love, walks and perhaps a ball to fetch, the rewards of dog ownership are rich. As the American comedienne and actress Gilda Radner observed: ‘I think dogs are the most amazing creatures; they give unconditional love. For me they are the role model for being alive.’ 


This book is a celebration of canine role models everywhere. I hope that you enjoy it as much as a particularly good walk with your dog.


Vicky Barkes


March 2011


 


 


 


 


 


 


No one can fully understand


the meaning of love unless


he’s owned a dog.


Gene Hill
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Leader of the Pack: From Wolf to Family Pet
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A mountain with a wolf on


it stands a little bit higher.


Russian proverb


 


 


 


 


After many years of debate scientists are now generally in agreement that dogs are directly descended from Canis lupus or, as it is more commonly known, the grey wolf. But while there is some evidence to suggest that dogs may have been domesticated as far back as 31,000 years ago, as to exactly when, or indeed why, dogs were tamed by man remains something of a mystery.


Researchers now believe that there are key reasons for dogs connecting with humans: firstly, dogs have become attuned to the behaviour of humans and domesticated by man over a period of many years; secondly, being bred for specific tasks, including herding and assisting people with disabilities, has given dogs a more in-depth understanding of the human psyche.


Ancient History or Shaggy Dog Story?


One of the oldest stories in the world involves a wolf, the dog’s ancestor.


According to Roman mythology, the founders of Rome were Romulus and Remus. The story tells how the twin babies, supposedly sons of the god Mars and the priestess Rhea Silvia, were raised by a she-wolf.


It starts with their grandfather Numitor, who was king of the ancient city of Alba Longa, until he was deposed by his brother, Amulius. Numitor’s daughter, Rhea Silvia, was made a vestal virgin by Amulius, meaning that she was given elevated status: priestess of the goddess Vesta. Now, of course, a vestal virgin getting fruity with a fella is simply not on, but when Mars came along, looking all butch and hunky and giving her the glad eye, Rhea threw off her toga and abandoned herself to his lusty ministrations. Nine months later out popped the two bouncing baby boys.


Worried that the lads might grow up and pinch the throne from him, sneaky Amulius had them thrown into the River Tiber. But thanks to a freak tide the boys survived, and they washed up, feeling somewhat dazed and confused, on shore where they were found by a she-wolf. While you might have expected Mrs Wolf to lick her lips in anticpation of a hearty dinner, the maternally inclined beast chose to ignore nature in favour of nurture and she suckled the babes instead. Later found by a shepherd who brought them home to be raised by himself and his wife, Romulus and Remus grew into fine, strapping chaps.


As adults the twins would have revenge, and off they went to kill Amulius. This done, they reinstated Grandpa Numitor as king of Alba Longa, then decided they would found a town of their own. Choosing the place where the she-wolf had nursed them, Romulus began to build walls on the Palatine Hill. But Remus laughed at his efforts, saying that the walls were so low that he could easily jump over them. Highly irritated by his brother’s jibes, Romulus promptly killed him, before continuing to build his new city. Rather egotistically he named it Roma, after himself.


 


 




I love my dog because...


I don’t have to get the Hoover out following kids’ mealtimes!





 


Dogs by Numbers




	Two dogs survived the sinking of the Titanic.



	The expression ‘three-dog night’ originated with the Eskimos. It signifies a particularly cold night, when you need to snuggle down with three dogs to stay cosy.


	The song ‘How Much is that Doggie in the Window?’, sung by Lita Roza, entered the charts in March 1953 at number nine. It spent 11 weeks in the charts, reaching number one in April.


	In 2006 it was estimated that in the UK there were 10.5 million dogs with owners


	It is estimated that around one million dogs in the USA have been named the primary beneficiary in their owner’s will





Mooning About


When a dog howls at the moon, it is acting on the most basic of canine instincts and attempting to call the pack together.
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Perhaps it was some celestial link with the winter night skies that prompted the wolf to lay his song on the icy air. For the native people who lived with the wolves, and the wolves once ranged from the Arctic to the subtropics, there was much to learn from them.


Is it any wonder that the myths of many tribes characterise the wolves not as killers but as teachers?
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Pedigree Peculiarities
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They usually bark when there is a stranger about, but it is an expression of unmitigated joy.


Norman Strung on how Labradors are lousy watchdogs


 


There are many different breeds of dog – as many as 800 recognised distinct breeds worldwide – and each breed has its own distinguishing characteristics. A description of the traits and features of every breed is laid down by organisations such as the Kennel Club, including so-called ‘designer’ dogs, like the ‘puggle’, which is a cross between a pug and a beagle.


Opting for a pedigree certainly makes choosing a dog easier in many ways, especially if you are buying a puppy; because pedigrees have a history, you can easily research the particulars and peculiarities of your favourite breed. This is, of course, far trickier with a mutt, where you may not know for sure what breeds it is crossed with. But with a pedigree pup, temperament, ailments it might be prone to, how active it is – all these factors and more besides can be fully explored before you make that special addition to your household.


Pick of the Pups


Choosing the breed that is right for you, your family and your lifestyle is as important for the dog as it is for you. If you know that you need a dog that can cope with lots of noise and a lively family, for instance, you should consider breeds such as golden retriever, Labrador or Irish setter, while the pug or the Sussex spaniel are amongst the breeds best suited to novice dog owners. If you are yearning for a walking companion then a traditional working dog, such as a collie, might be best for you, while those who want companionship without too much physical effort involved should allow themselves to be steered towards bulldogs, borzois and, strangely, greyhounds. Although traditionally racing dogs, greyhounds love nothing better than curling up for a nap, ideally in a cosy basket. ‘Handbag’ dogs don’t, of course, generally need as much exercise as larger breeds, but you do then have to carry them if they get tired, so they’re not always the lazy option; carry even a small dog for any distance and you’ll soon feel like you’ve been pumping iron in the gym.


Before you become a dog owner, make a list of all the factors that need considering, including, crucially, how much time you will be able to spend at home with your dog, and how much time you will have to walk it each day. Read up on different breeds and make your choice based on the realities of your day-to-day life. Don’t, no matter how tempting it may be, allow yourself to be seduced by the breed that you find most aesthetically pleasing.


Did You Know That...




	A tax collector, Louis Dobermann, first bred the Dobermann pinscher. It is rumoured that he created this butch dog as a means of protecting himself against angry taxpayers who sometimes needed to be persuaded to pay up.


	Labrador retriever is the favourite breed of dog in the USA, Canada and the UK.


	Hailing from Scotland in the 1860s, where Sir Dudley Majoribanks mated a yellow retriever with a Tweed water spaniel, the golden retriever grows to an average height of 23 inches.


	The greyhound is the world’s fastest dog, with a top speed of up to 45 mph.


	The Jack Russell terrier is an excellent watchdog as he has a bark that is disproportionately loud compared with his miniature stature.


	According to legend, the Pekinese, one of the oldest breeds in the world, was created as the result of a liaison between a lion and a monkey. The breed was considered sacred by emperors.
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DOG TALES
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Boomer’s human, Jo, recalls a walk on which her


‘chocolate box’ Yorkie proved that not all of


his breed are prim little lapdogs...


 


When I lived in the Borders, a fairly famous artist bought a holiday home there, a former chapel. His wife was an old schoolfriend of mine and we were both into long country walks, and sometimes dragged Ian along with us, though it really wasn’t his thing. One day we were crossing a field with my two Yorkies and we suddenly realised Ian was just standing staring at one of them – Boomer. We asked why and he said: ‘Most people’s Yorkies have a red ribbon on their heads. Yours has a cowpat.’


 


 


 


 


 


 


I wonder if other dogs think poodles are members of a weird religious cult.


Rita Rudner
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Designer Doggies


Designer dogs are the result of crossing two pure breeds. If you are contemplating a designer dog then you should research the characteristics of both its ancestral breeds, as such hybrids can inherit traits and behaviour from both of its pure-bred relations. If you find an aspect of one breed that wouldn’t fit in with your lifestyle, then consider carefully before acquiring your oh-so-fashionable little friend. Increasingly popular, there are plenty of weird and wonderful woofers to choose from:




	Also known as ‘Aussie-poo,’ the Aussiedoodle is a poodle–Australian shepherd cross.


	A St Dane is a mix of Great Dane and St Bernard, resulting in a whopper of a dog.


	If the idea of owning a Muggin appeals then you’ll be looking at a hound that is part miniature pinscher and part pug.


	A Wee-chon is a crossing of bichon frise and Westie.
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