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There’s nothing wrong with being a wimp. It makes perfect sense to be scared when, for example, you spot a tiger in the undergrowth, or a scorpion in your shoe.
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There’s a wimp inside all of us, and he or she is there for a very good reason — to make us run away from killer wild animals very fast indeed.



Animals that can kill are everywhere — lurking on land, gliding through rivers and seas, or crawling down your pants. They’re poised to scratch, sting, or tear off your head. And there’s a surprisingly wide variety…
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… then there’s the …
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… to name just a few. So, prepare yourself, because we’re about to meet some of them. Actually, just in case, it might be wise not to set foot outside your front door until you have read this book…



In fact, to be on the safe side, you might want to look out for some protective clothing, insect repellent and perhaps a mosquito net.
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It’s time to stare deadly beasts full in their snarling muzzles and snapping jaws. Read on to discover the horrifying details about killer animals and, most importantly, learn the best way to get away from them as fast as you possibly can … by harnessing the power of your inner wimp. Gulp!
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Actually, most deadly land predators aren’t out to get you at all. They prey on different animals. Humans usually have to do something daft to get munched.  Phew! What a relief. Hang on, though, because one or two predators definitely are out to get you, and one of them is the polar bear.
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Polar bears are the biggest land predators on Earth. They can sniff out a seal (or a person) 1.5 kilometres away, even if it’s buried under a metre of snow. If you see one, and you have no means of escape (such as a handy helicopter or snowmobile), your only hope is that the bear has already eaten. If it’s hungry, it will eat you.
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◦ Polar bears live in the Arctic — in northern Canada, Alaska, Greenland, Russia and Svalbard (a group of Norwegian islands).

[image: images]

[image: images]

◦ Despite the fact that a polar bear would happily eat you for breakfast, people aren’t usually on the menu, since they’re relatively rare in the Arctic. A polar bear’s diet consists of seals, mainly, with the odd walrus or washed-up whale carcass.
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