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Introduction





Words are powerful. With one word, God can change our lives and we can help change the course of someone’s day. Within one word, we can find encouragement and hope.


Proverbs 25:11 says, “A word fitly spoken and in due season is like apples of gold in settings of silver.” This verse is the inspiration behind Wake Up to the Word.


This 365-day devotional features one word for each day of the year, a definition of that word, a Bible verse, and a Bible-based encouragement. Wake Up to the Word not only takes you deeper into God’s Word but it is a great resource if you’re looking for a quick word of encouragement each morning that will provide something to meditate on throughout the day.


I hope you enjoy reading this book as much as I enjoyed working on it. I pray it will be a blessing in your life.




January 1                





Determined




Having a firm or fixed purpose; or manifesting a firm resolution, as a determined countenance.







One of the great benefits of following Jesus is knowing that with Him you can’t lose. Because He is with you, no matter what you face, you can overcome. Things won’t always be easy, but if you are determined to keep moving forward, you will make progress.


In your relationships, your finances, your career, and your emotional well-being the only way you can lose is if you give up. So be determined today, even in the toughest circumstances.


God is with you (see Joshua 1:9), and He has promised to never leave your side (see Matthew 28:20). If you’ll hold on to those promises, you’ll live a bold, confident, determined life.




And let us not lose heart and grow weary and faint in acting nobly and doing right, for in due time and at the appointed season we shall reap, if we do not loosen and relax our courage and faint.


GALATIANS 6:9







 


January 2                





Accepted




Kindly received; regarded; agreed to; understood; received as a bill of exchange







Have you ever felt rejected, unwanted, or out of place?


None of us experiences acceptance from everyone in our lives. In fact, many experience a type of rejection that damages our souls. We may believe we are flawed if people have rejected us, and, therefore, we mistakenly decide we are worthless.


But this is not true. Don’t let someone else’s behavior, words, or actions toward you make you feel inferior. The truth is that God created you and He delights in you. He loves you, and He will never reject you.


You can live beyond your feelings—you can move past the pain of rejection. You are unconditionally loved and completely accepted by your Heavenly Father.




All whom My Father gives (entrusts) to Me will come to Me; and the one who comes to Me I will most certainly not cast out [I will never, no never, reject one of them who comes to Me].


JOHN 6:37







 


January 3                





Righteousness




Applied to God, the perfection or holiness of His nature; exact rectitude; faithfulness







There are two kinds of righteousness. The first is a righteousness that we try to earn through our good works. The second is the righteousness that is given as a free gift to those who sincerely believe in Jesus.


The first kind of righteousness causes struggle and frustration and can never truly be attained. But righteousness through Christ allows you to rest in God and appreciate His love and mercy.


My own struggle to keep the rules and earn righteousness was intense and caused me many years of agony. I was trying to get to God through good behavior, yet I always fell short.


But Jesus invites all of us to give up striving for works-based righteousness in our own strength so we can receive righteousness by faith in Him. Choose to receive His gift of righteousness today.




But to one who, not working [by the Law], trusts (believes fully) in Him Who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited to him as righteousness (the standing acceptable to God).	


ROMANS 4:5







 


January 4                





Creative




Having the power to create







God is amazingly creative, and His Spirit dwells in you. You were created in His image, so that means you, too, are creative.


Do you live a life of boring sameness because you are afraid to try anything new? A great deal of creativity lies within you, and God wants to show you how to tap into it and express it without fear.


God must enjoy variety or He would not have created each of us to be so unique in our individuality. We often hear, “Variety is the spice of life.” Sometimes even a slight deviation from sameness is refreshing.


Always walk in wisdom, but don’t ever be afraid to step out and try something new. Use the creativity God has uniquely given you!




And He has filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and wisdom, with intelligence and understanding, and with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs.


EXODUS 35:31–32







 


January 5                





Gladness




Joy, or a moderate degree of joy and exhilaration; peace of mind; cheerfulness







The reality of what it means to be a forgiven and adored child of God should give us unimaginable joy. So why are so many Christians miserable?


I believe it is because they do not understand the reality of being a new creation in Christ and the inheritance that is ours in Him. A struggle or difficulty distracts them, and they simply forget the promises of God for their lives. They end up sad instead of glad.


Jesus did not die to give you a “down” life—He is your glory and lifter of your head! (See Psalm 3:3.) God has given you everything you need to enjoy Him and to enjoy yourself and the life He has given you!


Your joy is in knowing Christ and the hope that He offers us. Take hold of it and walk in gladness.




You have turned my mourning into dancing for me; You have put off my sackcloth and girded me with gladness.	


PSALM 30:11







 


January 6                





Brave




Courageous; bold; daring; intrepid; fearless of danger; as a brave warrior







The only way to conquer fear is to confront it and to do the thing you are afraid of. If you don’t, you will be a prisoner all your life.


When we do confront things, we always find that the worst part of the fear was in our minds, and the reality of the thing wasn’t as bad as we had imagined.


If you truly want to be free, understand that facing a fear is better than being afraid all your life. Fear is a terrible burden to live with.


Bravery to overcome life’s fears comes when you ask God for His help, trust He is with you, and face that fear head-on.




For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning fear), but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control.


2 TIMOTHY 1:7
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Receive




To take, as a thing offered or sent; to accept







“To get” means to obtain by struggle and effort, but “to receive” means to simply take in what is being offered. Our relationship with God was never intended to be complicated and based upon our own works. The more we learn how to receive from God by faith, the simpler and more enjoyable our walk with Him becomes.


You can keep your relationship with God simple by receiving His unconditional love and believing His Word no matter what you think or how you feel. You can receive by faith all that He offers, even though you know full well that you don’t deserve it. And you can choose to lean on, trust in, and rely on Him to meet every need you have instead of worrying and trying to figure things out.


And with His help (grace), you can obey Him and grow in spiritual maturity by knowing His will and receiving His best for your life!




But to as many as did receive and welcome Him, He gave the authority (power, privilege, right) to become the children of God, that is, to those who believe in (adhere to, trust in, and rely on) His name.	


JOHN 1:12
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Mercy




That benevolence, mildness or tenderness of heart that disposes a person to overlook injuries or to treat an offender better than he deserves







No matter how hard we try to do what is right, we are always going to have some flaws. But in our flaws, God demonstrates His amazing mercy in our lives. And every time we experience the mercy of God, we are drawn closer to Him.


Don’t keep score of your mistakes any longer. If God isn’t counting, why are you? The score doesn’t matter, because whatever you do right, God gets the glory for it—and whatever you do wrong, only God can fix it. So whether you do right or wrong, you are in Christ and you belong to Him.


Simply love Him the best you can and trust Him to take care of all things. Be happy in God’s love and acceptance, enjoy His mercy and forgiveness, grow in His grace, and be delighted in His favor.




It is because of the Lord’s mercy and loving-kindness that we are not consumed, because His [tender] compassions fail not.


LAMENTATIONS 3:22
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Imagine




To form ideas or representations in the mind, by modifying and combining our conceptions







We all have an area of our thought life called imagination. That’s where we see mental images of how we believe things are. If you see yourself as a failure when you’re actually a forgiven child of God, then you have an imagination that needs to be renewed.


Your imaginings and mind prepare you for action. They can prepare you for success or failure, joy or misery—the choice is up to you. You can learn to see yourself as God does. Then you will see His good plan for you come to pass.


If you often think about your past mistakes, they handicap you as you try to enter the future God has planned for you. No matter what you have done in the past, ask the Lord to help you learn to see yourself as a new creature in Christ (see 2 Corinthians 5:17).




Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us …


EPHESIANS 3:20 (NIV)
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Future




Time to come; a time subsequent to the present







We would all like to know what the future holds for us. God does have a good plan for each of us, but we have to be willing to follow His plan, rather than going our own way in order to experience it.


God wants us to live the good life that He has prearranged and made ready for us to live. In order to press on, we must forget what lies behind us. Your future has no room in it for bad feelings from your past. Take the good things from the past and the lessons you’ve learned along with you, but let go of anything that is holding you back or keeping you stuck in fear or insecurity of any kind.


You can have hope instead of hopelessness. Start believing today that your future is filled with good things and refuse to settle for less than God’s best for you.




For I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome.	


JEREMIAH 29:11
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Change




To cause to turn or pass from one state to another; to alter, or make different







When I began studying God’s Word more than forty years ago, I thought, How can one person need as much changing as I do? Now, after all these years, I wonder, How can one person have changed so much?


I also wonder if the process is ever done, because I still need changing every day. Forty years ago, I was frustrated by that, but today it doesn’t disturb me at all. I thank God when He shows me an area of my life that needs improvement; I receive it as loving instruction from Him and trust Him to change me.


If you want to see change in your life, God will change you by His Holy Spirit. He also uses His Word and your experiences in life. These are all important, and they all work together to mold you into the image of Christ.


Be thankful for and embrace the change that God sends your way and believe that as you apply His Word and principles, He will work all things together for good in your life. (See Romans 8:28.)




Bring forth fruit that is consistent with repentance [let your lives prove your change of heart].	


MATTHEW 3:8







 


January 12                





Trust




Confidence; a reliance or resting of the mind on the integrity, veracity, justice, friendship or other sound principle of another person







Trust is a beautiful thing. And it’s something we decide to do, not something we necessarily feel.


Trust is what makes a relationship comfortable. We put our money in a bank because it has a good reputation and we decide to trust our money to it. God has a much better reputation than even the best bank in the world, so we can surely decide to deposit our lives with Him and put our total trust in His Word.


You can trust God to always understand everything about you, because He understands you better than you understand yourself. You can trust Him to never reject you, to always be there for you, to be on your side and to love you unconditionally. He is merciful, long-suffering with your weaknesses and more patient than you can even fathom.




What time I am afraid, I will have confidence in and put my trust and reliance in You.	


PSALM 56:3







 


January 13                





Surrender




To yield to the power of another







I am learning to love the word “surrender.”


It means that I stop wrestling with God and resisting His will. I may not understand all that He is doing or the way He is doing it, but I can surrender. I can yield to Him, and so can you. Some of the things that frustrate us in life would stop hurting if we would embrace them—trusting that God knows best—rather than constantly resisting them.


Anytime you resist what only God can control, your spirit is not at rest. But when you choose to walk in step with Him, you will find yourself in complete peace. You do not need to be afraid to surrender to God. He always has your best interest in mind.




So then, any of you who does not forsake (renounce, surrender claim to, give up, say good-bye to) all that he has cannot be My disciple.	


LUKE 14:33







 


January 14                





Goodness




The state of being good; the physical qualities that constitute value, excellence, or perfection







God is good, without exception. In other words, He is good to everyone, all the time. His goodness radiates from Him. If you were abused or abandoned in your childhood or hurt badly by someone in your life, you might be wondering, If God is good, why didn’t He deliver me from those circumstances? I understand that question because I’ve asked it many times myself.


I don’t always get all the answers I would like to have, but I have learned to trust God even when I don’t understand.


Everything that has happened in your life may not be good, but God is good, and He can work everything out for good if you will trust Him. God’s entire motive and purpose is to be good to you if you will only receive it from Him.




But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Savior to man [as man] appeared, He saved us.	


TITUS 3:4–5







 


January 15                





Growth




Advancement; progress; improvement







When we receive Christ as our Savior, our spirit is saved and we are born again. Our spirit is made holy and God comes to dwell in us. The Word of God, when it is received and becomes rooted in our hearts, has the power to change us from the inside out. As we study God’s Word and meditate on His promises, spiritual growth happens.


Spiritual maturity doesn’t develop from mere church attendance, giving large sums of money, or serving on a committee—it develops from learning and applying the Word of God in your everyday life.


While it is good to attend church, give, and serve, it is your personal relationship with God and following the Holy Spirit that brings about maturity. True spiritual growth comes when you apply God’s Word in every situation and step beyond your comfort zone and trust Him in all things, especially the ones you cannot control.




But grow in grace (undeserved favor, spiritual strength) and recognition and knowledge and understanding of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (the Messiah).	


2 PETER 3:18
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Safe




Free from danger of any kind







One of our most urgent needs in life is to feel safe. Maybe you (or someone you know) grew up with angry, absent, or abusive parents and even now you often don’t feel safe. For many, there is a feeling of impending doom or danger hanging over them most of the time.


But God wants us to feel safe with Him. He is a loving Father—kind, forgiving, generous, long-suffering, patient, and faithful. God loves to make wrong things right, and He promises to do it for you. He wants you to know you are safe in His arms.


If your earthly father was absent, you need to know that Father God is omnipresent—He is everywhere all the time. You will never be anywhere that God is not with you. You can fully trust God to keep you safe. Let Him replace your fear and brokenness with His peace and comfort. You are safe with Him.




The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. 	


PROVERBS 18:10 (NKJV)
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Love




In a general sense to be pleased with; to regard with affection







To many, the words “I love you” are mere words with no meaning. However, when God says that He loves us, He means it in every way that is important and vital to us. His love always moves Him to action on our behalf.


God’s love (agape) seeks the welfare of all and works no ill toward any. It seeks an opportunity to do good to all men. God’s love is the love of a perfect being toward entirely unworthy objects (us).


God’s Word states that He loves us because He wants to, and it is His kind intent. God loves because He must—it is who He is. God is love!


Receive God’s unconditional love today. It is the foundation of your relationship with Him. Yes, and a thousand times yes—GOD LOVES YOU!




And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.	


1 JOHN 4:16 (NKJV)







 


January 18                





Clearly




Plainly; evidently; fully







I have dry eyes and frequently have to put thick eye drops in them for moisture. After I use them, my vision is blurry for a while and I can’t see clearly. I can see, but everything I see is distorted.


That is the way we see the world and ourselves when we are operating out of a root of rejection or feelings of worthlessness—our perception of reality is blurred.


The way you view everything in life is determined by your inner thoughts. You see through your own thoughts, and if those thoughts are inaccurate, then you see things in a wrong way.


God wants to remove the wrong perceptions that color your thinking and to replace them with right, godly perceptions about yourself and others. This is done as your mind is renewed through studying God’s Word.




Now I know in part (imperfectly), but then I shall know and understand fully and clearly, even in the same manner as I have been fully and clearly known and understood [by God].


1 CORINTHIANS 13:12







 


January 19                





Victory




The advantage or superiority gained over spiritual enemies, over passions and appetites, or over temptations, or in any struggle or competition







I believe God has a gold-medal story for each of us. He desires for you to enjoy a life that overcomes obstacles and seizes opportunities. But there is an essential key to victory: You have to move past your past.


There are many people who aren’t experiencing victory today because they are focused on yesterday. When they close their eyes, they don’t see their dreams for tomorrow; they only see the devastation of yesterday.


But I’m here to tell you that you can walk in victory every day of your life. Victory comes when you take your eyes off yourself and place them solely on Jesus.


God has taken care of your past, and a wonderful future awaits you. He is rewriting your story and reshaping your identity. Claim your victory!




But thanks be to God, Who gives us the victory [making us conquerors] through our Lord Jesus Christ.


1 CORINTHIANS 15:57
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Time




A particular portion or part of duration, whether past, present or future







Do you ever feel that life is incomplete because something you have desperately longed for hasn’t happened? All you wanted was a happy marriage, but he left you. You dreamed your whole life of having a baby, but you haven’t conceived. You thought you’d be together forever, but the person you loved died. You tried and tried to heal a relationship, but it remains broken. You gave years to a career, but it hasn’t panned out.


Perhaps you feel that it is too late for you to truly enjoy your life, but that is just not true. I want to tell you that your “too late” is God’s “just in time.” He loves to do things in your life that man assumes are impossible. God’s thoughts are not your thoughts, and His ways are not your ways (see Isaiah 55:8). In other words, God’s plan is different from yours, and God’s timetable is different from your timetable. With Him, there is no such thing as too late. God always shows up at just the right time!




To everything there is a season, and a time for every matter or purpose under heaven.	


ECCLESIASTES 3:1
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Identity




The distinct personality of an individual regarded as a persisting entity







The best way to defeat a lie is to know and speak the truth. The next time the enemy lies to you about who you are and accuses you of being unworthy, declare your identity in Christ. Answer him by saying:




	I am the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21).


	I am forgiven of all my sins (Ephesians 1:7).


	I am born of God, and the evil one does not touch me (1 John 5:18).


	I am a conqueror through Him Who loves me (Romans 8:37).





Those are just a few of the many things that identify you as a child of God. You are not identified by your background, your level of education, your mistakes, or your friends—you are identified by what God has done for you and in you.




Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.


MATTHEW 5:48 (MSG)
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Strength




Power of vigor of any kind







Sometimes the obstacles we face in life surprise us, zap our strength, and steal our joy. Not only do difficult circumstances hit us when we’re not expecting them, but they can hit us when we’re in our most vulnerable state.


This is what causes many people to give up. They decide it’s too much to overcome. But that’s not God’s plan for His people. And that’s not God’s plan for you! You don’t have to be overwhelmed by the pressures of life.


You might think, I’m just tired. It seems like I don’t have the strength for another battle. Well, I’m glad you realize you don’t have the strength for the battle—because if you try to fight in your own strength, you’ll lose every time. The only way you are going to really, truly live in victory is by trusting God with your battles and in your times of weakness. When you do, He will give you all the strength you need.




He gives power to the faint and weary, and to him who has no might He increases strength [causing it to multiply and making it to abound].	


ISAIAH 40:29
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Dream




To think; to imagine







Each of us should have a dream and go after that dream with all our hearts. Dreams are different from plans. Plans are manageable opportunities, but dreams are often too big to be managed. You plan to assemble a model airplane, but you dream to fly.


Dreams always require faith because they are bigger than you or your ability to accomplish them. That is why I believe faith-filled dreams are so important. When you dream a big dream for God, you will need to become totally dependent on Him to bring it to pass.


All dreamers come to the point where they stop and say, “Lord, this is the dream I believe You’ve given me, but I don’t know how to make it happen. I need You to make this dream come true. I need You to lead the way.”


Trust God’s timing and diligently take each step He guides you to take. You will see your God-ordained dreams come to pass if you don’t give up.




Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a dream fulfilled is a tree of life.	


PROVERBS 13:12 (NLT)
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Care




Caution; a looking to; regard; attention or heed, with a view to safety or protection







If we don’t take good care of our bodies, our spirit and soul will be less effective. If we rarely exercise, rest, or eat properly, we can adversely affect our health. Each part of our being—spirit, soul and body—is important and needs proper care.


I have discovered that when I feel tired and worn-out, I don’t want to maintain the spiritual discipline that I should to stay strong in my spirit and soul. Good physical health and energy help us in every way.


Your body is the residence of your spirit and soul; it is the house they dwell in while on this earth. God’s Word says that your body is the temple of God—I encourage you to take care of it each and every day.




Do you not know that your body is the temple (the very sanctuary) of the Holy Spirit Who lives within you, Whom you have received [as a Gift] from God? You are not your own.


1 CORINTHIANS 6:19
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Reward




Recompense, or equivalent return for good done, for kindness, for services and the like







God desires that we be diligent and committed at all times to doing the right thing. Doing something right once doesn’t solve our problems, but consistency will ultimately bring great benefits.


When we tire of doing the right thing while we’re waiting for right results that have not manifested themselves yet, we should always remember that God promises us rewards for our diligence. I like to say, “Hold on! Payday is coming!”


God is faithful, and what He promises to do, He always does. He has good plans for you and He may not be early in delivering your rewards, but He won’t be late!


Your labor in the Lord will never be overlooked or forgotten (see Hebrews 6:10).




He is the rewarder of those who earnestly and diligently seek Him.


HEBREWS 11:6
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Courage




Bravery; intrepidity; that quality of mind that enables men to encounter danger and difficulties with firmness or without fear or depression of spirits







Judges chapter 20 tells the story of the Israelites losing battles on two consecutive days. Rather than give up after their first defeat, they “took courage and strengthened themselves.”


The men of Israel had a choice to make after their defeats: Would they try again, believing that with God they wouldn’t fail, or would they take the easy way out and give up? It takes courage to keep pressing on when you have already experienced what appears to be failure, but we see in God’s Word that when the Israelites kept going, trusting Him, they ended up victorious.


Many people live unfulfilled lives because they let one or two failures defeat them. I like to say that we are not failures just because we fail at something. Nobody is a failure until he or she quits trying. Be courageous—keep on trying.




But the people, the men of Israel, took courage and strengthened themselves and again set their battle line.	


JUDGES 20:22
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Passionate




Expressing strong emotion; animated







Living with purpose is an important step in knowing and understanding what God wants to do with us. When we understand our purpose, we have a road map in front of us that’s a useful and necessary guide.


However, if purpose is our journey and destination, then passion is the fuel that’s going to get us there and it’s vital for us to keep that fuel in well-stocked supply.


Life without passion is a life without joy. We all need a reason to get up every day and, with God’s help, we can find that passion—that spark that keeps us motivated. We can be enthusiastic and full of joy!


The human heart was made for passion—for strong desire to reach for something more. This is why you can go through life celebrating rather than complaining. God has a great plan for your life. That’s something to get excited about!




Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor; be aglow and burning with the Spirit, serving the Lord.	


ROMANS 12:11
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Thought




Idea; conception







One of my favorite things to say is, “Where the mind goes, the man follows,” because the way you think determines the way you live.


If you think you’re going to be defeated, then you’re going to have an attitude that leads to defeat. But if you choose to think about God’s promises, you’re going to have a faith-filled, expectant attitude.


Yesterday, you may have let your mind focus on the negative—what you can’t do, how badly you’ve messed up, all the things that could go wrong—but today you can submit your mind to the Word of God. You can actually choose the thoughts you are going to dwell on.


With the help of the Holy Spirit, you can change your thoughts today. You can choose a better, more positive, more fulfilling life.




But we have the mind of Christ (the Messiah) and do hold the thoughts (feelings and purposes) of His heart.


1 CORINTHIANS 2:16
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Success




The favorable or prosperous termination of any thing attempted







Our ultimate success and value in life is not found in climbing what the world calls the ladder of success. Our success is not in a job promotion, a bigger house, a better-looking car, or elite social circles.


True success is knowing God and the power of His resurrection. It’s knowing that He loves you unconditionally and that you are made acceptable in Jesus, the Beloved Son of God, Who died for you, to pay for your sins.


Real success is allowing God to help you be the best you can be, but never having to be better than someone else to prove that you are valuable.




Roll your works upon the Lord [commit and trust them wholly to Him; He will cause your thoughts to become agreeable to His will, and] so shall your plans be established and succeed.


PROVERBS 16:3
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Whole




Complete; entire; not defective or imperfect







Childhood traumas have a way of lingering in our minds; we often wince at the memories. For many people, these memories hold them back in life.


But that doesn’t have to be you. The good news is that in Christ you are not broken or fractured—you are healed and whole. You can shake off the effects of past pain and go on to do great things.


Each time you are reminded of how you were wounded, think about how much God loves you. You’re not damaged because someone or something hurt you—you are not inferior. You are a loved, redeemed, restored child of God.


Knowing how valuable you are to God, and that He has an amazing plan for your life, will enable you to overcome painful memories and embrace the love and joy of God that are yours today.




Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He has delivered from the hand of the adversary.	


PSALM 107:2
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Diligent




Steady in application to business; constant in effort or exertion to accomplish what is undertaken







Many people are unhappy because they only want to do things that are easy or convenient. This saddens me because these people often cheat themselves out of the rewards God has for them simply because they want to avoid difficulty.


If we are willing to let God help us do our best, we will reap great benefits.


God wants to bless you in many ways. Sometimes you may go through difficulties first, but there is always blessing on the other side. Remember, you never have to do it in your own strength—you can always rely on His strength to see you through. If you refuse to give up, you’ll overcome every challenge and receive God’s best for your life.




Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble.


2 PETER 1:10 (NKJV)
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All




Every one, or the whole number of particulars







Notice that the above verse doesn’t say, “In a few of your ways acknowledge Him,” and it doesn’t say, “In most of your ways acknowledge Him.” The Word of God ways, “In all your ways, know, recognize, and acknowledge Him.”


That means nothing is off-limits. Good or bad, clean or dirty, lost or found, every part of your life can be given to God. You can trust Him with your life, even when you’re stuck in a situation and you’re not sure how you got into it and certainly don’t know how to get out of it!


Don’t listen to the lies of the enemy. You don’t have to hide from God out of fear that He is angry or disappointed, and you don’t have to find a way to move forward without Him. You can trust God to be with you and to show you the way in all things and at all times.




Lean on, trust in, and be confident in the Lord with all your heart … In all your ways know, recognize, and acknowledge Him, and He will direct and make straight and plain your paths.


PROVERBS 3:5–6
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Tenderhearted




Having great sensibility; susceptible of impressions or influence







I can truthfully say that some of the deepest hurts I have experienced in my life have come from harsh, religious, rule-keeping people who did not walk in love.


If we think we have no faults, then we find fault with almost everyone else. But if we know we need forgiveness, then we will be able to forgive others. If we know we need mercy and long-suffering patience from God, we will be able to give mercy to others and be patient with them, also.


We can’t give away something we don’t have, so we need to receive God’s love, forgiveness, kindness, mercy, and everything else we need from Him. Tenderhearted people understand what God has so graciously done for them, and they can’t wait to share the love of God with those around them.




And become useful and helpful and kind to one another, tenderhearted (compassionate, understanding, loving-hearted), forgiving one another [readily and freely], as God in Christ forgave you.	


EPHESIANS 4:32
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New




Recently produced by change; as a new life







It’s so amazing to realize that when we give our lives to Christ, He takes us just as we are and in exchange, gives us His nature, making us a new creation. It’s just the beginning of a lifelong journey we take with Him to become everything God created us to be.


In this process, God doesn’t give us a list of rules to follow and then stand on the sidelines watching us fail, but He gives us a new heart and then helps us do all that He has given us a desire to do.


We can learn to depend entirely on Jesus to give us right standing with God and to help us do what is right in His sight. We can form the habit of leaning on God in all things.


The cardinal guideline for the Christian who wants to be what God wants him to be is, “Apart from Me … you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Abide in Christ as the branch abides in the vine, continually receiving new life that produces new growth.




Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.


2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 (NKJV)







 


February 4                





Unoffended




Not offended; not having taken offense







One of our first responses when someone hurts or offends us can be to pray: “God, I choose to believe the best. My feelings are hurt, but You can heal me. I refuse to be angry; I refuse to be offended.” It’s important to be firm in your determination that you will not be offended because offense is a trap that pulls us away from God, His people, and His principles.


The word offense comes from the Greek word skandalon. A skandalon was the part of an animal trap that held the bait; its purpose was to lure a victim. Offense is bait that will lure us into a trap of full-blown bitterness, resentment, and unforgiveness.


When you are tempted to be offended, choose to forgive right away. Don’t give the bitterness you feel a chance to take root in your life. Choosing to live without offense is one of the wisest choices you can make. If you need to forgive someone, today is the best day to do it!
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