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GLOBAL PROTECTION FORCE ALERT
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THE WORLD’S MOST PRECIOUS TREASURES ARE UNDER ATTACK!


Secret Agents Courage and Wisdom recently thwarted an attempt to steal the Emerald Buddha from the Grand Palace in Thailand. The GPF believes that the mastermind behind this crime was also behind the thefts of Picasso’s Acrobat painting and a Fabergé egg from Russia. If this is true, we have a madman on our hands.


All agents must be prepared to travel at a moment’s notice. Anyone witnessing someone or something suspicious should report it immediately to Gerald Barter, the Director of the GPF.
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Global Protection Force (GPF): The GPF is a worldwide force of junior secret agents whose aim is to protect the world’s people, places, and possessions. It was started in 1947 by a man named Ronald Barter, who wanted to stop criminals from harming things that mattered in the world. When Ronald died, under mysterious circumstances, his son Gerald took over. The GPF’s main offices are located somewhere in the Arctic Circle.
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Watch Phone: The GPF’s Watch Phone is worn by GPF agents around their wrists. It can make and receive phone calls, send and receive messages, play videos, unlock the Secret Agent Book Bag, and track an agent’s whereabouts. The Watch Phone also carries the GPF’s Melting Ink Pen. Just push the button to the left of the screen to eject this lifesaving gadget.
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Secret Agent Book Bag: The GPF’s Secret Agent Book Bag is licensed only to GPF agents. Inside are hi-tech gadgets necessary to foil bad guys and escape certain death. To unlock and lock, all an agent has to do is place his or her thumb on the zipper. The automatic thumbprint reader will identify him or her as the owner.
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GPF Tablet: The GPF Tablet is a tablet computer used by GPF agents at home. On it, agents can access the GPF secure website, send encrypted e-mails, use the agent directory, and download mission-critical data.
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Whizzy: Whizzy is Jack’s magical miniature globe. Almost every night at 7:30 p.m., the GPF uses him to send Jack the location of his next mission. Jack’s parents don’t know that Whizzy is anything but an ordinary globe. Jack’s brother, Max, has a similar buddy on his bedside table named “Zoom.”
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The Magic Map: The Magic Map is a world map that hangs on every GPF agent’s wall. Recently, it was upgraded from wood to a hi-tech, unbreakable glass. Once an agent places the country shape in the right spot, the map lights up and transports him or her to their mission. The agent returns precisely one minute after he or she left.















THE WORLD



[image: Book Title Page]















DESTINATION: BRAZIL







[image: image]







Brazil is the largest country on the continent of South America. It got its name from the Brazilwood, a type of tree that used to grow along its coast.
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Brasília is its capital city.
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Portuguese explorers first discovered the area 500 years ago. They ruled Brazil from 1500–1815 A.D. In 1822, Brazil gained its independence.
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Portuguese is spoken by the majority of Brazilians.
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One of Brazil’s most famous landmarks, Christ the Redeemer, is an enormous statue of Jesus. It stands on a mountain top overlooking Rio de Janeiro, Brazil’s second-largest city.















THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST: FACTS AND FIGURES



[image: image] A “rain forest” is a dense jungle that gets a lot of rain.


[image: image] About 60 percent of the Amazon rain forest is located in Brazil. The Amazon is home to the largest collection of plants and animals in the world.


[image: image] More than 16,000 species of trees, 1,300 species of birds, 40,000 species of plants, and 2.5 million species of insects call the Amazon rain forest home.


[image: image] There are fears that 40 percent of the Amazon rain forest will be gone by 2025.


[image: image] Some of the world’s deadliest predators live in the Amazon, including flesh-eating piranhas, poison dart frogs, venomous snakes, and jaguars.


[image: image] Threats to the Amazon rain forest include logging, ranching, drilling for oil, and mining. Mining for gold is especially harmful because the mercury used to extract it can get into the water supply, poisoning living things.















THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST: INTERESTING INHABITANTS
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The piranha is a fish with razor-sharp teeth and an aggressive appetite for meat. It lives in the Amazon basin and in the lakes around Brazil.
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Poison dart frogs are small, brightly colored frogs that secrete a deadly neurotoxin through their skin. Neurotoxins can affect the nervous system, leading to potential death.
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The emerald tree boa is a nonvenomous snake that squeezes its prey to death. The snake eats small mammals, birds, and frogs, and can grow 6 feet (1.8 meters) long.
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Pitcher plants are carnivorous plants that lure insects inside. Once the bug falls to the bottom of its cavity, it’s dissolved and digested.
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The capybara is the largest rodent in the world. The heaviest Brazilian capybara ever recorded weighed 200 pounds (or 91 kilograms)! Capybaras are a favorite food of caimans and jaguars.
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The scarlet macaw is one of several kinds of macaws in South America. They are known for their scarlet red feathers. In the wild, they can live up to fifty years.
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