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INTRODUCTION


There are few designers more synonymous with elegance than Valentino – so much so that he is almost exclusively known by his first name.


From an early age, Valentino was besotted with the elegance of silver screen actresses, opera singers and the women around him. Upon making his way to Paris to study fashion (rare for an Italian to do at the time), Valentino learnt the ins and outs of the fashion trade and, at the age of just 28, he returned to Rome where, with the help of his lifelong business partner Giancarlo Giammetti, he set up his very first atelier.


Valentino’s collections, known for their intricate craftsmanship, refined silhouettes and timeless appeal, have graced the most prestigious fashion runways for decades. His signature colour, “Valentino red”, became a symbol of femininity and passion, and his designs have dressed royalty, film stars and political figures alike. A master of haute couture, Valentino’s approach to design was both artistic and meticulous, believing in fashion as an expression of beauty, romance and individuality.


In 2008, Valentino shocked the fashion world by announcing his retirement after 45 years of designing, marking the end of an era. His final haute couture show, in Paris, was a grand celebration of his legacy, featuring some of his most iconic designs. Yet, his departure from the industry didn’t mark the end of his influence. The House of Valentino continued to thrive, with a new creative vision brought in by his successors, Pierpaolo Piccioli and Maria Grazia Chiuri.


In 2016, Piccioli took sole creative control and successfully blended Valentino’s heritage with fresh, contemporary design. Then, in April 2024, it was announced that visionary designer Alessandro Michele would be taking over creative control, having achieved great success at Gucci.


Whether you‘re an aspiring designer or simply an admirer of the artistry behind luxury fashion, this little book is a tribute to Valentino‘s unmatched creativity, enduring influence and commitment to excellence, offering an intimate look at the man who turned his passion for design into a global empire.
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VOGHERA TO VOGUE: VALENTINO‘S HUMBLE BEGINNINGS


BORN IN A TINY VILLAGE IN NORTHERN ITALY, VALENTINO GARAVANI WAS DESTINED FOR GREATNESS FROM AN EARLY AGE.


FROM PURSUING HIS DREAMS IN PARIS AND OPENING HIS FIRST ATELIER AT THE AGE OF 28, VALENTINO BECAME THE LEGEND HE IS TODAY THROUGH SHEER TALENT AND HARD WORK.










On May 11, 1923, Valentino Clemente Ludovico Garavani was born in the small town of Voghera in the Lombardy region of Italy.


As a young child, Valentino fell in love with the sirens of the silver screen – Lana Turner, Judy Garland and Hedy Lamarr.
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Since my young, young age I like beautiful things. For me it‘s very important.
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Valentino


huffpost.com, November 19, 2014
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Even as a young boy, my passion was to design, and I have been very lucky to do what I love all my life. Few gifts are greater than that.
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Valentino


On his lifelong pursuit of beauty, system-magazine.com, Issue 5, 2015
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