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				INTRODUCTION

				Doe-eyed, fresh and charismatic, Audrey Hepburn was catapulted to stardom when she debuted opposite Gregory Peck in Roman Holiday, in 1953. Such was the actress’s grace, poise and luminosity that viewers wondered: Is this a real princess, just like her character in the film?

				Little Audrey grew up loving books, music and nature, and dreamed of becoming a ballet dancer. But her peaceful childhood was shattered by her father’s desertion of the family and then, tragically, by the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands. Those grim experiences in her early years galvanized Audrey’s steely determination. 

				After the war, Audrey pursued her ballet training, but she was destined to act. Thrust to stardom almost over-night, her unmatchable charm, class, wit and elegance took the world by storm. The actress’s films have become icons of 20th-century cinema, films such as Sabrina, Funny Face, The Nun’s Story, Breakfast at Tiffany’s and My Fair Lady.
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				More than a film star, Audrey is of course also celebrated for her unparalleled fashion sense, both on and off screen, and for creating a series of timeless signature looks. Regarded as the epitome of style and charm, her image was closely linked to Hubert de Givenchy, her dear friend and the designer of many of her haute couture costumes. 

				Throughout the challenges Audrey faced in her personal life and career, she was dignified and always humble. Choosing to make relatively few films, her family came first. Later in life, she gave herself tirelessly to the second of her great legacies, her work for the children’s charity UNICEF, making an incalculable contribution to humanitarian projects around the world. 

				An extraordinary star in every sense, Audrey continues to be an icon of fashion and film. Brimming with fascinating facts and insightful quotes – both from the star herself as well as from contemporaries and admirers – this book is a celebration of one of Hollywood’s greatest legends.
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				THE YOUNG AUDREY

				A child who loved nature, books and animals, Audrey Hepburn dreamed of becoming a prima ballerina. 

				However, her childhood and teenage years were anything but tranquil, scarred firstly by her parent’s separation, and THEN, devastatingly, by the five-year-long Nazi occupation oF the Netherlands.
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				Audrey Hepburn was born Audrey Kathleen Ruston on 4 May 1929, in Brussels, Belgium. 

				The only child of a Dutch baronness and her Anglo-Irish husband, she spent her early years on the family estates in Belgium and the Netherlands. 

				Called Adriaantje by her family, she loved the outdoors, books and animals.
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				Unlike most little girls, she did not care for dolls ... She preferred instead the company of dogs, cats, rabbits and other animals with as much vitality as herself.

				Time,“Cinema: Princess Apparent”,  7 September 1953
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				When Audrey was just six, her father left the household, never to return. Audrey had very little contact with him again until the 1960s. 

				She later referred to his leaving as the most traumatic experience of her life. 
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				[My father leaving] was the first big blow I had as a child, it was a trauma that left a very big mark on me, it left me insecure for life.

				In an interview with Life magazine, 1992
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				Love does not terrify me. But the going away of it does. I have been made terribly aware of how everything can be wrenched away from you and your life torn apart. That’s why I guard against it so much. 

				As quoted in “The Loving World of Audrey Hepburn”, Vogue, by Curtis Bill Pepper, April 1971
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				As a child, I was taught that it was bad manners to bring attention to yourself, and to never, ever make a spectacle of yourself … All of which I’ve earned a living doing.
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