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Welcome to a new world…


Did you think you’d seen all the evil that existed? You’re almost as foolish as Tom! He may have conquered Wizard Malvel, but fresh challenges await him. He must travel far and leave behind everything he knows and loves. Why? Because he has six Beasts to defeat in a kingdom he can’t even call home.


Will his heart be in it? Or will Tom turn his back on this latest Quest? Little does he know, but he has close ties to the people here. And a new enemy determined to ruin him. Can you guess who that enemy is…?


Read on to see how your hero fares.


Velmal


PROLOGUE
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The full moon shed a cold light over the plains of Gwildor. A chill wind bent the grass and rustled the leaves.

The moonlight picked out the dark figure of a man, scuttling from one patch of shadow to the next. His hair and beard were ragged; he wore rough woollen trousers and a jerkin fastened at the waist with a rope, through which a spade was tucked. He glanced furtively over his shoulder, as if afraid he was being followed.

At last the man halted in a spot where a few sharp stones poked through the grass. “This’ll do,” he muttered, with another swift look around. He let out a hoarse chuckle.
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“You’re a fine fellow, Ally,” he mumbled to himself. “And soon you’ll be rich!”

Ally pulled out the spade and began to dig, slowly at first, then faster as sweat plastered his hair to his forehead and dark stains spread on his tunic. He threw the earth aside as he dug deeper into the ground.

As Ally bent over the spade, his jerkin gaped open and a soft leather roll fell to the ground. Muttering a curse, Ally threw the spade aside and grabbed the roll. He started to thrust it inside his jerkin again, then paused.

“My treasure will look even more beautiful by the light of the moon,” he murmured.

Smiling to himself, Ally unfurled the leather roll to reveal a set of tiny silver skulls strung on a chain. He held it up to see it glitter in the moonlight.

“You’re mine, now. I’m sure your past owner will never miss you!” he said, laughing.

Ally’s smile faded as a cold wind whistled around him, and he cast a nervous glance all around. He could see nothing but the empty plain, and some cattle grazing in the distance, but he still couldn’t push away the feeling that he was being watched.

“I won’t take any chances,” he promised himself. “I’ll bury my treasure here until it’s safe to come back and collect it.”

Carefully, he put the stolen silver skulls back inside the leather roll and set it down beside the hole. Then he dug with his spade again, leaning further and further into the hiding place he was making.

Suddenly, the ground beneath Ally’s spade seemed to shift. Long cracks zig-zagged out from the hole. Ally felt the earth shift underneath his feet; soil erupted into the air. He let out a cry of terror as he was thrown to the ground.

All the breath was driven out of Ally’s body. Gasping, he heaved himself up onto his elbows. His face was set in a fierce scowl as he looked to see what was happening.

His eyes bulged with terror. He scrambled backwards, screaming, as an enormous, slimy creature burst out of the hole. A row of green jewels on its head glowed against the night sky.

The creature opened its mouth and let out a howl of victory. Rows and rows of razor-sharp teeth glistened in the moonlight. It pulled the rest of its body out of the hole and darted across the ground towards Ally. He heard the disgusting slurp of slime as it bore down on him, its long body rippling with muscle as its clawed legs skimmed the ground.
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The thief let out another yell of terror. Stumbling to his feet, he snatched up the leather roll and tried to run, but a jet of slime wrapped itself around his ankles. The slime dripped down, glowing green in the light of the jewels on the monster’s head. Ally fought to regain his balance, but his feet slipped and he fell. More slime coated him and stuck him to the ground.

With a desperate struggle, Ally turned over on his back. The huge creature towered over him. Its vast mouth gaped open and began to descend. A hoarse cry escaped Ally as the moonlight was blotted out.

His career as a thief was over…


CHAPTER ONE

A NEW BEAST
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Tom and Elenna rode Storm down the mountain path. Though they had left the snowfields behind, and the hillsides were covered with heather and gorse bushes, snow and ice still gathered in the hollows.

Tom was sitting behind Elenna. His injured hand still throbbed with pain, and he couldn’t hold the reins to guide the stallion through the treacherous patches of ice. So far, they had freed four Gwildorian Beasts from the spell of the evil wizard Velmal. The first Beast, Krabb, had caused Tom’s injury with one of his giant pincers, and the green poison had been spreading through his hand ever since. But Tom had not let this stop him, and he and Elenna had managed to free Hawkite, Rokk, and Koldo as well.
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