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INTRODUCTION


Ireland has long been a land of storytellers. From poets and playwrights to rebels and raconteurs, the Irish possess a rare and cherished gift – the ability to weave words into magic. Whether through poetry, song, jokes or casual conversation, they have a knack for turning a phrase that can invariably make us laugh, reflect or even bring a tear to the eye.


Within these pages, you’ll discover sharp-tongued remarks from some of Ireland’s greatest thinkers and writers, classic jokes that have stood the test of time, devilish insults (delivered with a twinkle in the eye), and expressions so uniquely Irish they couldn’t have come from anywhere else. There are heartfelt blessings to warm the soul, toasts to raise a glass to, and wise words that may make you chuckle or ponder life’s deeper truths. You’ll also encounter curious facts and playful tidbits that celebrate the quirks, charm and enduring spirit of the Irish, showing how humour, warmth and hospitality are deeply engrained in the fabric of the culture.


This book is a tribute to the Irish love of language – to the easy banter between friends, the quick wit that can light up a room and the stories spun over pints that stretch long into the night. It’s for anyone who has ever admired the lyrical flow of an Irish blessing or laughed at the sharp edge of an Irish insult. It honours the bonds of family and friendship, the warmth of a genuine welcome and the joy of sharing both words and a drink.


So, whether you’re Irish by birth, heritage or simply at heart, pull up a chair, pour yourself a drop and enjoy the company. As the old saying goes, “There are no strangers here, only friends you haven’t met yet.”


Céad míle fáilte – a hundred thousand welcomes!











Chapter One


The Gift of the Gab


The Irish gift of the gab is more than just a knack for talking – it’s an art form! It’s the ability to weave words into tales, to spin a simple hello into an adventure and to leave listeners smiling long after the conversation ends.


Whether charming a crowd or simply bantering with a passer-by, the Irish know how to talk with warmth, wit and a dash of mischief.
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I’m Irish. We think sideways.


[image: Close quotation]


Spike Milligan


Comedian, writer and actor (1918–2002)
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There is only one thing in the world worse than being talked about, and that is not being talked about.


[image: Close quotation]


Oscar Wilde


Playwright, author and poet (1854–1900), The Picture of Dorian Gray, 1890







Storytelling is woven into the fabric of Irish culture, passed down through generations around firesides and in bustling pubs – whether it’s a humorous anecdote shared over a pint or an age-old myth involving fairies and ancient heroes.


The tale may entertain – but there’s often a quiet wisdom tucked cleverly within the words.
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We Irish prefer embroideries to plain cloth. To us Irish, memory is a canvas – stretched, primed and ready for painting on. We love the ‘story’ part of the word ‘history’, and we love it trimmed out with colour and drama, ribbons and bows. Listen to our tunes, observe a Celtic scroll: we always decorate our essence.
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Frank Delaney


Novelist, journalist and broadcaster (1942–2017)
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A good storyteller never lets the facts get in the way.


[image: Close quotation]


Dave Allen


Comedian, satirist and actor (1936–2005)
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I was driving to Wicklow town and outside Wicklow town, there’s a kind of country road and I came to a crossroad and there was one signpost and it had Wicklow on it and the other way was Wicklow. And there was a fella sitting there and I said, ‘Does it make any difference?’ And he said, ‘Not to me it doesn’t.’
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