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			Dear Diario,

			I can’t sleep. It’s like I have monkeys jumping around in my head. Sometimes my monkeys hop around because I’m worried about something, but tonight I’m just excited. Tomorrow is the start of my school’s first-ever Dinosaur Week! I might want to be a paleontologist when I grow up. That’s a scientist who studies dinosaurs, according to Ms. Garcia, my favorite teacher in the whole wide world. She taught us how to pronounce “paleontologist”—PAY-LEE-ON-TOL-UH-JIST. It’s not easy to say, but it sounds pretty cool. Of course, I also like playing soccer, so I might be a professional soccer player. Or a teacher, like Ms. Garcia. I like art, too—especially painting with my dad.

			Deep down, though, I think I want to be a writer, like my mom. She always says “writers write,” which means I already am one! I love writing in my diario because I get to let my thoughts tumble out without worrying about what other people think.

			We get to study dinosaurs every day this week, and on Friday, we are going on a field trip to the Natural History Museum. Even the kindergartners are going! My little brother, Ben, is extra happy about this because it will be his first field trip ever and he loves dinosaurs—and telling jokes. Yesterday, he came into my room while I was reading and started jumping on my bed.

			“Lola, do you know what a triceratops sits on?” Ben asked.

			“I don’t know,” I said.

			“His tricera—BOTTOM!” he yelled.

			Ben laughed so hard he fell off the bed.

			Ben thinks butt jokes are extra funny. Now that I’m a second grader, I’ve moved on.

			I think my words have tumbled enough tonight. I’m going to close my eyes and take deep breaths like Mom always says. Hopefully, I’ll dream of dinosaurs.

			Shalom,

			Lola Levine
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