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W


e live on the most beautiful 


planet. Our natural world is ﬁlled 


with fascinating animals, majestic trees 


and beautiful ﬂowers, all living in epic 


landscapes from glittering coral reefs to 


mighty snow-capped mountains, and from 


lush rainforests to dry windswept deserts. 


How lucky we are to live here!




  


I love to travel and explore. I wanted to create a book that is like a passport to the world, ﬁlled with pages that take you to the most incredible natural wonders on Earth. Get ready for adventures!


Swing through the trees of the island of Madagascar, waving at lemurs, aye-ayes and tenrecs as you pass. Dive into the ocean to explore the Great Barrier Reef, the world’s largest living organism. Delve into a sea cave said to be built by a giant. Stand in the most electric place on Earth.


You will discover plenty of animals too: birds of paradise with exquisite colourful feathers, butterﬂies that ﬂy thousands of kilometres in search of the Sun, and giant tortoises that live on remote tropical islands. You’ll uncover incredible plants like dragon’s blood trees and giant sequoias, the largest trees in the world.


MOLLY OLDFIELD


INTRODUCTION
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There is something for everyone in this collection; think of it like a map of the most amazing natural creations on Earth. One day you might visit some of these places (perhaps you already have!). If not, don’t worry; you can discover them by reading about them in your favourite spot – be that curled up in an armchair, or in the branches of a tree.


Of course, don’t forget that wonders can be found much closer to home, too – all you need to do to experience the natural world is step outside. In your neighbourhood you’ll ﬁnd beautiful trees, blossom and animals, not to mention skies ﬁlled with sunshine, thunderclouds and sparkling stars.


As well as showing you the majesty and variety  of life on Earth, I hope this book will remind you how fragile and precious our planet really is. Many of the world’s natural wonders are in danger thanks to global warming. Humans are threatening our planet by burning fossil fuels – like coal and wood – to create energy to power homes, cars, planes and factories. When these fuels are burned, they release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, heating up the planet so much that many of the natural wonders in this book are being damaged. 


There are lots of people working on ways to reduce our carbon dioxide emissions, such as by using recyclable materials to build things we need and by harnessing nature to produce renewable solar and wind energy. But there’s lots more to do – perhaps you will come up with a new idea to protect the Earth someday!


In the meantime, there are many ways you can help. You could travel by public transport rather than by car (or best of all, cycle or walk!), recycle as much as possible, try to cut down on plastic and grow your own vegetables. Everything helps, and each small act adds up to make a difference.


I hope this book shows you the richness of the world and the variety of life on Planet Earth. It’s our great fortune that we live here, so let’s take care of it and delight in it. Turn the pages of this book and set off on a journey to ﬁll your life with these wonders of the natural world …
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F


ingal’s Cave, on the uninhabited Scottish 


island of Staffa, looks so fantastical that 


legends have grown up around it. Ancient people 


thought that something so majestic could only 


have been built by a giant ... 




As the story goes, the giant was named Finn McCool. He was 16-m tall, and he lived in Ireland with his wife Oonagh. One day, he heard there was a rival giant in Scotland called Benandonner and challenged him to a ﬁght. He built a bridge of stepping-stones made out of hexagonal rocks to take him over the sea to Scotland. When Finn crossed the bridge, he saw that his rival was much bigger than he was and ran home afraid. With the Scottish giant close behind, Finn’s quick-thinking wife dressed him up as a baby. When Benandonner saw him, he thought, Well, if Finn’s baby is THIS big, just imagine how huge he must be! Benandonner rushed back to Scotland, ripping up the bridge as he went. Now all that’s left is the beginning and the end: an incredible rock formation in Ireland, called the Giant’s Causeway, and Fingal’s Cave in Scotland.


Of course, these two wonders weren’t really built by a giant, but they were both created at the same time in history: an underground volcano erupted some 65 million years ago and caused the basalt rock in both places to crack and re-form in amazing hexagonal columns. 


Beautiful sounds are created by the sea in the cave. In fact, German composer Felix Mendelssohn once sailed to Fingal’s Cave and was inspired by the magniﬁcent echo of the smashing waves. See if you can ﬁnd his piece called Fingal’s Cave online. Can you hear the waves crashing?



CAVE OF 

GIANTS




FINGAL’SCAVE,SCOTLAND
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I


f you ever visit the jungle-covered island of New Guinea in the 


Paciﬁc Ocean, you’ll be in for a treat. With feathers as bright 


as jewels, unusual songs and skilful dance moves, male birds of 


paradise are perhaps the most spectacular birds on Earth. 




There are 43 species of birds of paradise. The females look rather drab, but they are very picky about which males they will breed with. That’s because there isn’t much competition for food on New Guinea. Since the females can easily ﬁnd enough food for themselves and their chicks, they don’t need a male to help out.


As a result, over millions of years of evolution, the males have had to become really impressive to compete against one another. The more exquisite they look and the more they can show off, the greater chance they have of a female noticing them, so male birds of paradise have beautiful feathers and plumes.


Each of the males also has a unique display to attract a female, made up of exciting wiggles, jumps, dances and feather movements, as well as unusual songs. Some dance on branches; others dance on poles they make themselves, polishing them with a little leaf to make a perfect stage; some dance alone; others dance in groups.


The king bird of paradise is just 16 centimetres long, with red plumage, bright blue claws, a white breast with a metallic green breast band and two bizarre plumes on its tail that look like tiny green flying saucers on the end of a wire. To attract a female, the males puff out their feathers and wave the little green plumes above their head.


The superb bird of paradise has a bright blue chest made of feathers that reflect light – like the way oil on a puddle of water changes colour in the light. When it displays, it brings its cape of feathers forwards, turning itself into an oblong shape with a blue smiley face. 


THE SHOW-OFFS



BIRDS OF PARADISE, NEW GUINEA
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