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To my parents,
for putting up with my bullshit




Introduction


I’ve been told this is a good bathroom book. I have mixed feelings. Mostly because I didn’t envision my first published work to sit atop toilets—let alone my toilet in a tiny, sad bathroom fit for a homeless elf. I thought things would look different by twenty-five—that I’d reap the rewards of my hard work and excellent life choices. I’d have timeless wardrobe pieces, premium cable, an inspired sex life, and a goddamn humansized spa-bathroom complete with a gentle bidet and waterfall shower. Instead, I have student loans and Thai leftovers I’m mildly excited about.


But perhaps you have a tiny bathroom, too. Maybe things aren’t quite how you expected them to be. So you know what? Display this book on your toilet. Maybe some of these poems will even make you laugh. Which makes me laugh, because now you’re laughing alone in your bathroom. But maybe, at this exact moment, someone else is sitting on their toilet, reading the same poem, and laughing alone, too. And I suppose that’s the whole point of this book—that you’re not alone at all. And sometimes all we need is to laugh together from our separate toilets.
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