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	By Monica Brown


		
			Dear Diario,

			I had a great soccer practice after school today! This Saturday is our first game of the season, and I’m ready. I like to say that I was born ready, since Mom says that I kicked a lot when I was in her belly. My team, the Orange Smoothies, is playing against the Gray Sharks, our biggest rivals. I’m going to stop lots of goals to get the W.

			“W” stands for “win,” which is funny, because when you say “W” out loud, it sounds like “double U.”

			Words are weird, but I like them, which is why I’m probably going to be a writer when I grow up. Or a scientist who studies dinosaurs, or a professional soccer player, or maybe a veterinarian, because I love animals so much. Which reminds me… this Sunday Mom and I are going to go to Another Chance Animal Shelter. We volunteer there on Sunday afternoons. Sometimes we make toys or snacks for the dogs, and sometimes we walk them. I love the shelter—it’s where we adopted our puppy, Bean. But I got to thinking about all the dogs at the shelter still waiting to be adopted, and I felt sad. I talked to Mom about it, and she suggested we help while the dogs wait for their forever home.

			Dad just popped his head in and said it might be a good idea to turn the light off and get some sleep since it’s a school night. I can’t stop yawning, so he’s probably right. Sometimes my mind is awake even if my body is tired. But writing in my diario always helps.

			Shalom,

			Lola Levine
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