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Chapter 1 








Winnie Lee yawned as she pulled her heavy 








suitcase through the Arrivals hall at Sydney 








Airport. The flight from London was the longest 








she’d been on, and she hadn’t really slept at 








all. Marcus, her little brother, had spent most of 








the flight snoring next to her, so she’d put in her 








earphones and watched TV shows non-stop. 








Now she could hardly keep her eyes open. 








“This is so exciting, isn’t it, Win?” her mum said 








as she walked next to Winnie, pushing a metal 








trolley piled up with bags. Marcus was grinning 








as he sat on top of the bags, waving to random 








tourists as if he were 








a king. 
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Mum paused for a moment and got out her 








phone. 








“I should check the ‘Fires Near Me’ app, like the 








steward suggested,” said Mum. “Auntie Fong 








mentioned it too. I’ll do it now while we have 








free Wi-Fi.” Winnie stood and watched her 








mum tapping the screen, which flashed with a 








colourful semicircle. 








People bustled past them as Mum studied the 








screen. “Great! Auntie Fong’s house is in a green 








area, which means it’s low risk for bushfires.” 








Mum turned the screen to show Winnie and her 








younger brother. 








“Fires?” Marcus said with a little frown. 








“We’ll be all right,” Winnie said, patting Marcus’s 








arm. “As long as Mum has the app, we can see 








what’s happening with the bushfires all over 








Australia.” 








“But why are there fires?” Marcus asked as they 








started to move again, Winnie dragging her 








suitcase. 
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“Sometimes they’re started by lightning,” Winnie 








said. She had done loads of research when 








she’d found out they were going to Australia on 








holiday. “And then if there’s a drought, it makes 








the fires worse. Drought means when a place 








doesn’t have enough water and it gets really 








dry, especially if it’s hot. And Australia can get to 



































