



























MOON-FACE lives at the very 
top. In his house is the start of the
SLIPPERY-SLIP, a huge slide that 
curves all the way down inside the 
trunk of the tree.



SILKY lives below Moon-Face. 
She is the prettiest little fairy 
you ever did see. 



SAUCEPAN MAN is a funny old 
thing. His saucepans make lots of 
noise when they jangle together, 
so he can’t hear very well. 








The CLOuD above the tree leads 
to amazing places. Which land will 
the children visit this time?
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ChAPtER ONe


The Saucepan Man 
Brings News


KNOCKITY-KNOCK-KNOCK! 


‘Good gracious! It sounds as if somebody’s 
at the door!’ said Joe. ‘I’ll go and open it, 
Mother.’


He went to open the door – there stood the 
Old Saucepan Man. He was hung about with 
pots and pans and kettles as usual, and had a 
saucepan for a hat.


‘Hello,’ said the Saucepan Man, ‘didn’t you 
hear me knock? I’ve come to tell you that we
must go to the top of the Faraway Tree
tomorrow. There’s a very nice land coming 
there.’
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‘What is it?’ asked Joe.



‘Toyland,’ said Saucepan. ‘You could bring 
a bag with you and collect quite a lot in time 
for Christmas.’



‘Oh what a good idea!’ said Joe. He 
called to his two sisters. ‘Beth! Frannie! Did 
you hear what the Saucepan Man said?’


‘Yes!’ they cried running to the door. ‘Oh, 
Saucepan, we really must come. Can we help 
ourselves to toys, do you think?’


‘Well, I’ve an aunt there,’ said Saucepan, ‘and 
if I tell her you’re my friends, you can have 
what you want. Can you meet me at the top 
of the Faraway Tree tomorrow morning?’


‘Oh, yes – and will Moon-Face and Silky
be coming too?’ asked Beth, happily. ‘We 
haven’t seen them for ages.’
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‘We’ll have fun!’ said Frannie.
‘Yes, please,’ said Saucepan unexpectedly. 
‘I’d like one very much.’


‘Like what?’ said Beth, astonished. 
‘What you just offered me – a bun,’ said 
Saucepan, looking round for it.


‘Oh – you didn’t hear me,’ said Beth. ‘I 
just said – we’ll have FUN.’
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‘Oh! All the same I’d like a bun,’ said 
Saucepan.


Joe got him a bun out of the cake-tin. 


He went off, munching happily, his pans
rattling and clanging round him. ‘See 
you tomorrow!’ he called.
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The next day the three children came 
to the Faraway Tree in the middle of the 
wood. It looked even more enormous than 
usual. It towered up into the clouds,
and the children couldn’t even see the top 
of it. Its trunk was so big that it was quite 
a walk to go all the way round it!


‘Great! The tree’s growing blackberries 
today,’ said Joe, picking some big ripe 
ones.


‘Well, it shouldn’t then,’ said Beth.


‘Blackberries grow on bushes, not on 
trees. The Faraway Tree’s made a mistake!’


They began to climb the tree. A little 
way up it stopped growing blackberries
and grew pine-cones!



‘Not so good,’ said Joe. ‘We can’t eat 
pine-cones, Faraway Tree.’
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‘It’s a very exciting tree, this,’ said 
Frannie. ‘Always growing different things 
all the way up – and having people living 
in it too – and a slippery-slip all the way 
inside from the top to the bottom. I’m glad 
we live near a tree like this. We’re lucky.’



‘Yes. I bet a lot of children wish they 
lived near it too,’ said Joe, helping Beth 
over a steep bit. 
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They climbed right up to 
Moon-Face’s little door. Moon-
Face opened it, beaming all over 
his big round face. ‘Oh, come in,’ 
he said.


‘We’re just having a snack 
before we go. Well-I-Never 
Rolls.’
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‘What a peculiar name,’ said Joe, 
looking at the dish of nice crusty little 
rolls. ‘What do they taste of?’



‘Try one,’ said Moon-Face. ‘And tell us!’


Joe took a roll and bit into it. ‘Tastes 
of cheese,’ he said. ‘No – well I never, it 
tastes of ginger now. No, it doesn’t – it’s 
chocolate! And now it tastes of coconut –
well I never!’














