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				INTRODUCTION 7

			

		

		
			
				INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				“The dress must follow the body of a woman, not the body… the shape of the dress.”

				– Hubert de Givenchy

			

		

		
			
				Hubert de Givenchy is one of only a handful of fashion designers who have changed the way women feel about themselves, their bodies and the clothes they wear. Throughout his life, he managed to uphold his own design integrity while embracing contemporary style. He changed the rules of fashion, in the early days of his career, when he rebelled against waistlines in favour of the balloon silhouette, and over the years to follow.

				Along with his friend, mentor and fellow couturier Cristóbal Balenciaga, Givenchy allowed women to begin to relax in their clothes, offering welcome relief from the rigid structures of 1950s clothes.

			

		

		
			
				OPPOSITE Audrey Hepburn and Hubert de Givenchy remained close friends throughout their lives. Pictured here at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York in 1991, Hepburn wearing a stunning off-the-shoulder pink gown with sequinned bodice. 

			

		

	
		
			
				8 INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				The son of a marquis, brought up in an artistic upper middle-class household, he was passionate about fashion from a young age. In 1952, and at the age of just 25, he opened his own haute couture salon in Paris. His career spanned more than four decades. Givenchy will forever be linked to his greatest muse, and close friend, Audrey Hepburn. His designs for the films in which she appeared, including Sabrina, Funny Face and Breakfast at Tiffany’s, are some of the most memorable in Hollywood costume history. Givenchy also dressed a celebrity roll call of actresses and socialites, from Grace Kelly to the Duchess of Windsor. He created signature outfits for 1960s style icon Jackie Kennedy when she was First Lady of the United States, including the black suit and pillbox hat she wore to the funeral of her husband, the 35th president John F Kennedy. 

				Since Hubert de Givenchy’s retirement in 1995, the artistic direction of the fashion house has passed through the hands of several imposing names in contemporary fashion design, including John Galliano and Alexander McQueen. However, it was the arrival of Riccardo Tisci in 2005 that brought Givenchy to a new audience. Embracing the possibilities of streetwear, Tisci transformed not only womenswear but menswear too, making the house of Givenchy a major player in the high-end fashion landscape once more. 

				Most recently, Matthew Williams has continued to push the boundaries of the brand, creating a street-luxe Givenchy universe that encompasses social media, celebrity endorsement, music and savvy marketing. Despite the huge differences in their aesthetics, Williams, like Givenchy, is an instinctive fashion designer, his designs demonstrating a beauty that reflects on the wearer. 

			

		

		
			
				OPPOSITE Givenchy’s first muse, the stunning model Bettina Graziani, was photographed wearing a black strapless gown for his Spring/Summer 1952 collection. The sculptural hat, pearl necklace and earrings finished the look with Givenchy’s trademark sophisticated elegance.
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				 Early yearS 13

			

		

		
			
				A Born Couturier

			

		

		
			
				His father was an aristocrat, while his mother’s side of the family included several generations of artists. Givenchy was descended from set designers for both the Paris Opera and the Élysée Palace. His grandfather, Jules Badin, was an artist who was trained by the painter Jean-Baptiste-Camille Corot and eventually became the manager of the prestigious Gobelins and Beauvais tapestry manufacturers.

				When Givenchy was a small child, the death of his father from influenza tipped the balance towards an artistic upbringing. The young Hubert was raised by his mother, Beatrice, known as “Sissie”, and his maternal grandmother. He was immersed in a bohemian environment, where creativity was highly valued, and his interests flourished. The feminine influence of his caretakers may have been instrumental to his future success. 

				Givenchy’s grandfather was passionate about fabrics and textiles and boasted a collection of clothes from cultures around the world. This collection sparked Givenchy’s love of fashion, 

			

		

		
			
				OPPOSITE Fashion designer Hubert de Givenchy, displaying his trademark distinguished and aristocratic bearing, is pictured next to a dressmaker’s dummy in his atelier in 1960. 

			

		

		
			
				Count Hubert James Marcel Taffin de Givenchy was born in Beauvais, northern France, in 1927.
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				14 Early years

			

		

		
			
				further developed on a memorable visit to the 1937 World’s Fair in Paris, where visitors could admire the work of designers such as Lanvin, Chanel and Schiaparelli. Family lore maintained that the 10-year-old Givenchy even tried to run away from home to meet his idol, Cristóbal Balenciaga. 

				Givenchy’s mother helped her young son access the world of high fashion by allowing him to accompany her to the Paris couture houses. She always wore clothes of exquisite quality, seeking out beautifully crafted garments made of sumptuous fabrics. Later, the designer recalled: “I would beg her to let me see and feel those wonderful materials.”

				At home, Givenchy sketched dresses prompted by these outings and inspired by the models in his mother’s fashion magazines. As he told W magazine in October 1979: “At nine, I made a little box which was a copy of what dresses [were] delivered in from a grand fashion house.” 

				As well as fuelling his obsession with fashion, Givenchy’s mother raised him with the impeccable manners expected of a young man from a haute bourgeois background. This apparently effortless charm – which Givenchy exhibited at a precociously young age – combined with his ease in the company of high society women, became part of his appeal as a couturier. The Frenchman was six feet six inches tall, and his unusual height added to the good impression given by his handsome appearance and aristocratic manner. Add impeccable style, and it’s no wonder that throughout his life Givenchy was both highly regarded as a fashion designer and keenly sought-after as a social companion. 

				Though Givenchy’s mother is said to have hoped her son would become a lawyer, it seemed inevitable that he would pursue a career in couture. He left school aged 16 and went on to study art at the École des Beaux-Arts. Givenchy’s first 

			

		

		
			
				OPPOSITE A poster advertising Chanel’s fashion in 1937. Along with Lanvin and Schiaparelli, Chanel was a particular draw for the young Givenchy when he visited the World’s Fair in Paris, sparking his interest in fashion. 
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				16 Early years

			

		

	
		
			
				 Early yearS 17

			

		

		
			
				apprenticeship was with the couturier Jacques Fath in 1945. The youthfulness and suggestive quirks that Fath brought to the staid world of haute couture had a lasting influence on Givenchy, who for the rest of his career brought a quality of playfulness to his designs. In an interview for the book Vogue on Hubert de Givenchy, he described the working environment as

			

		

		
			
				OPPOSITE Givenchy’s first fashion apprenticeship was a year working with the designer Jacques Fath in 1945. He described the salon as "a haven of fun and fantasy.”

				OVERLEAF, RIGHT

				The elegance and creative detail of Schiaparelli’s fashions, such as this tonal purple gown with ruched bodice and large tie detail, influenced Givenchy’s own later designs.

			

		

		
			
				 “a haven of fun and fantasy… the atmosphere completely captivated me. Entering Jacques Fath’s fashion house was like stepping into a universe of danger and sensuality.”

			

		

		
			
				After a year with Fath, on the recommendation of the then-fledgling fashion designer Christian Dior, Givenchy moved first to Robert Piguet and then briefly to Lucien Lelong. As well as Dior, Givenchy worked alongside the young Pierre Balmain. Both designers revered the architectural aspect of tailoring and combined scrupulous technique with a timeless, sophisticated elegance. 

				However, it was Givenchy’s four years working for the legendary avant-garde fashion designer Elsa Schiaparelli, who promoted him to artistic director, that helped consolidate his taste for classic fashion and his unique sense of modernity.

				In an interview with Women’s Wear Daily in 2014 Givenchy recalled the eccentric fashionista as “a tall lady with her booties, her suit, her hats and her jewellery.” Commenting on her “originality and audacity,” he drew inspiration from the fact that Schiaparelli was “very modern (at)…a time when nobody believed in couture.”
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				18 Early years

			

		

		
			
				Schiaparelli gave Givenchy the confidence to launch his own label, but she was reluctant to let him go. As he recalled, “she was… furious, and told me ‘you will go bankrupt.’”

				Nevertheless, in 1952, Givenchy fulfilled his childhood ambition and opened an eponymous fashion house on rue Alfred de Vigny in the 8th arrondissement of Paris. His first collection set the scene for more than four decades of impeccable design with a selection of elegantly structured separates. The collection included blouses and skirts in unusually simple fabrics, such as raw cotton. Vogue announced that the collection was “one of the most newsworthy happenings this spring.”

			

		

		
			
				BELOW Givenchy worked for the legendary fashion designer Elsa Schiaparelli between 1949 and 1951, gaining valuable experience which helped his own aesthetic to develop. Givenchy recalled that Schiaparelli was furious when he left to set up his own atelier.
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				THE HOUSE 
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				The House of Givenchy 23

			

		

		
			
				A Salon of his Own

			

		

		
			
				Givenchy launched his fashion house at number 8, rue Alfred de Vigny, when he was just 25 years old.

			

		

		
			
				Noticeably different in atmosphere from the elite salons of the grand Paris couturiers, Givenchy’s tiny atelier buzzed with the excitement of the new. It helped that Givenchy’s youthful charm and enthusiasm had secured him a troupe of pretty and vivacious models, including Suzy Parker, Capucine and Bettina Graziani. Graziani was a former Jacques Fath model after whom Givenchy named his first collection. Not only was she his muse but she also proved indispensable as an assistant and press agent. Givenchy’s debut was an indisputable success. According to American Vogue, the “applause at his premiere was loud, unqualified, and long.”

				And the presentation was all the more impressive for having been executed in a small, cramped space and on a minimal budget. As Life magazine reported: “The dresses were displayed in a show as smoothly elegant as the most experienced house 

			

		

		
			
				OPPOSITE The 25-year-old Hubert de Givenchy studying some of his sketched designs shortly after opening his own fashion house on 8 rue Alfred De Vigny in 1952.

			

		

	
		
			
				24 The House of Givenchy 
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				OPPOSITE Givenchy’s atelier was small and cramped with chaotic backstage scenes that belied the polished show being presented front of house.
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