
[image: cover]



[image: images]


www.orchardbooks.co.uk



 


Now, you may not know this, but long before Long John Silver was long – he was short. Very short.


In fact, he was Short John Silver!
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One day, long ago, the place where all the scariest (and hairiest) pirates loved to go was a tavern called The Hook and Eyepatch.


[image: images]


All the most terrible pirates gathered there. Pirates like RedBeard, BlackBeard, BlueBeard and TartanBeard. And the stories they told were even more terrible than the pirates (who were very terrible indeed!).


On this day a new pirate showed up. Unlike the others, this pirate had no beard at all – not a single whisker.


It was Short John Silver!


“AHOY, UP THERE!” he cried.


All the pirates fell silent. Terribly silent.


“Who said that?” said BlueBeard.


The pirates looked around. They couldn’t see anyone.
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“Must’ve been the wind,” said BlackBeard.


“Er, sorry about that,” said RedBeard. “That’ll be me – my bottom’s all at sea!”


“HA-HAAR!” the pirates laughed.


(Terrible pirates love terrible jokes, too.)
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“DOWN ’ERE, YOU BEARDED BARNACLES!” cried Short John Silver.


The big pirates peered down at the little pirate. Some with fierce eyes. Some with beady eyes. Some with just one eye.
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“I be looking for Captain Poopdeck!” said Short John Silver. “They say ’e’s the worst, most cursed pirate captain on the high seas.”
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There was a moment’s silence, then…


“AYE, THAT BE TRUE!” said a terrible voice.


The pack of pirates parted.
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