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WHY ARE plants SO GREAT?


What are plants?


web of life 


tremendous trees


home sweet home


working together


pollution monitors


we need weeds


marvellous moss


essential pollinators


perfect partners


seed survival


super seagrass


food for thought


doctor plant                                        


precious poison


made from plants


wearing plants


people and plants


threats and protection


YOU CAN DO YOUR BIT, TOO
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W


hat can be used to make string, to treat stomach 


ache, to clean wounds, contains vitamin C 


and calcium, can defend itself, is full of helpful 


insects that protect food crops helping farmers and 


gardeners, and grows all over the world? It’s the 


humble stinging nettle. And this isn’t the    


only plant with amazing abilities!


Why are plants so great?


Plants are the foundation of all life on 


Earth – without them, we cannot survive! 


They provide food and medicine, clean 


the air we breathe, provide habitats for 


animals, protect against disasters, such as 


flooding, and are used to make products 


that we use every day.


The way that we use plants today can 


be linked back to our early ancestors. 


Plants were our first forms of fuel, shelter 


and food. Today, they are still used in 


everything from clothing to building, and 


most recently, as a way 


to reduce our use of plastics. 
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Our world is facing an environmental crisis. 


Global warming has caused climates around 


the world to change. This leads to natural 


disasters and the collapse of ecosystems. 


Pollution from industry and rubbish 


causes more problems for nature. 


While plants are threatened by 


these issues, they may also be 


the heroes who can save our planet! 


Let's find out how ...


Can plants really save the world? 
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What are plants?


G


reen moss growing on a roof, daisies in a park, cacti 


in a desert and giant redwood trees: plants range 


from tiny weeds to vast trees!  


All organisms on Earth can be divided 


into groups by the characteristics they 


share. The plant kingdom contains 


nearly 400,000 species and more are 


being discovered all the time. Most 


plants have roots, stems and leaves. 


One thing that most plants have in 


common is photosynthesis. 


o


o


o


o


o


o


o


o


Photosynthesis is an incredible process that plants 


use to make their own food. Plants contain a 


green pigment called chlorophyll. Using 


energy from sunlight along with 


chlorophyll, plants convert water 


and carbon dioxide into sugar and 


oxygen. The plant uses the sugar 


to grow. The oxygen is a waste 


product for the plant, and it  


releases it back into the air. 
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