

[image: cover]










 Thank you to our amazing parents and step-parents, Lillian, Neil, David, 


Anne, Judy, Ivan and Brian, for the opportunities and support you’ve given 


us in pursuing a career in the sport we love.


First published in Great Britain in 2024


This eBook edition published in 2024


by Wren & Rook 


Text copyright © Dan Freedman and Daniel Geey 2024 


Illustrations copyright © Jorge Garcia 2024


All rights reserved.


The right of Dan Freedman, Daniel Geey and Jorge Garcia to be identified as 


the authors and illustrator respectively of this Work has been asserted by them 


in accordance with the Copyright, Designs & Patents Act 1988.


A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


eBook ISBN: 978 1 5263 6674 0


Wren & Rook


An imprint of 


Hachette Children’s Group 


Part of Hodder & Stoughton 


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment 


London EC4Y 0DZ


An Hachette UK Company 


www.hachette.co.uk


www.hachettechildrens.co.uk



























CONTENTS


TEAM TALK BY DECLAN RICE


INTRODUCTION


PRE-MATCH BUILD-UP


Stadium Announcer


Physiotherapist


Barber


Presenter


Architect


Head Coach


Club Owner


Groundskeeper


16


20


24


28


32


36


40


44















Event Manager


Stadium Tour Guide


Head of Community


TIPS FROM THE TOP: 


KICK-OFF


Commentator


Footballer


DISABILITY FOOTBALLER


Referee


Team Doctor


Throw-In Coach


 ADVICE FROM YOUR BIGGEST


SUPPORTERS IN THE GAME


48


52


56


64


68


72


76


80


84















Football Freestyler


Esports Player


Psychologist


Chief Intelligence  


OFFICER


Sporting Director


TIPS FROM THE TOP: 


HALF-TIME ENTERTAINMENT


Football 


IMPRESSIONIST


Sports Photographer


Video Game Producer


 ADVICE FROM YOUR BIGGEST


SUPPORTERS IN THE GAME


88


92


96


99


102


110


114


118















Club Social Media 


Executive


Street Art Innovator


Player Care 


Professional


Pilot


Broadcaster and


Journalist


Performance Chef


 DECLAN’S GAMEPLAN FOR SUCCESS!


TIPS FROM THE TOP:


BACK DOWN TO BUSINESS


Chief Executive


Influencer


122


126


130


134


138


142


156


160


 ADVICE FROM YOUR BIGGEST


SUPPORTERS IN THE GAME















Football Agent


Headhunter


Kit Designer


Football Lawyer


Senior Executive 


Assistant


Sports Brand 


Executive


Football Investor


Financial Advisor


YOUR WAY INTO FOOTBALL : QUIZ


164


168


172


176


180


184


188


192















POST-MATCH INTERVIEWS


Translator


BODYGUARD


Journalist


Police OfficeR


Football Author


Documentary Maker


Equality, Diversity and 


Inclusion Director


Head of PR


PE Teacher


200


204


208


212


216


220


224


228


232















10


TEAM  TALK  BY 


Ever since I was young, I have dreamt of becoming a 


professional footballer. Fortunately for me, that dream 


became a reality. However, given my love of the game, 


I know that if I hadn’t made it as a football player, as so 


many people don’t, I still would have wanted to have a job 


in football.  


Being a professional footballer, I get to work with a lot of 


people who have different roles within the game and most 


of these jobs I wouldn’t have known about if I wasn’t in the 


football world. That’s why I’m so excited to introduce 50 



Ways Into Football to you. 



There are so many exciting jobs within football and this 


book will tell you all about them and help you discover 


new ways into your favourite sport. If you love the game 


like me and want to work in football , then this is the book 


for you. 
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Whether it’s  coaching or analytics or marketing , the 


variety of jobs in the world of football is bigger than you 


think, so no matter what you’re good at there will be 


something for you! 


Whatever path you decide to take, if you work hard, 



believe in yourself and don’t give up then you will be 



successful. 


I hope you enjoy reading the book and find your dream job!


Declan Rice


DECLAN RICE







































Hi!


We’re Dan and Daniel. We’re good friends and we both LOVE 


football. And luckily, we both work in the industry too. When 


we’re not writing this book, Daniel is busy being a sports and 


football lawyer and Dan is writing lots of football novels. 


We feel so lucky to work in the game we love, and it inspired 


us to write this book for you, to show you all the brilliant jobs 


there are in the football industry. There are actually way more 


than  50 jobs in football, but we couldn’t fit them all into one 


book so we’ve just included our top  50. 


In this book, you’ll find football careers that cover all areas of 


the game from action on the pitch to the business off it, a quiz 


to help you pick your path, and lots of fun clips to look up online 


(remember to ask an  adult’s permission before you do this). 


However your mind works and no matter your skills, there will 


be someone like you working in football and so could you! Flick 


through the pages to discover how you can make football your 


future. Enjoy! 


Dan Freedman and Daniel Geey


INTRODUCTION















With so much ahead, we can’t wait 


to get cracking. 


While the excitement is high, 


let’s get going. 


We’re buzzing for what’s to come!


PRE -MATCH 


BUILD UP
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Announcing the goals to 


thousands of celebrating 


fans and playing the music 


at  half-time – all from the 


best seat in the house – 


who wouldn’t want to be 


a stadium announcer like 


Lance Cook?


What a brilliant job! How 


did you get started? 


My dad knew the person who did the 


job before me at Bristol Rovers. We 


went to see him up in the box when 


I was about fi fteen. I was massively 


into music, massively into football 


and I thought it was the coolest thing 


ever. First, I became the assistant, 


queuing the music, making sure the 


sound levels were right. Then, a few 


years later, I was lucky enough to get 


the job of being the announcer!


INTERVIEW


Reckons his job is the 


best in the world - 


maybe only second to 


being a player! 


Massive Bristol 


Rovers fan


Is also a nightclub DJ!


01


stadium announcer


LANCE 


COOK


Lance Cook


STADIUM ANNOUNCER


Bristol


Rovers FC
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KICK-OFF 



Arrive and kick things off with a 


playlist as the turnstiles open.


Start my formal introductions, 


welcoming everyone to the 


game. Then we really build up 


the atmosphere to kick-off with 


loads of music and requests.


The best bit – the teams coming 


out and me giving it big on the 


microphone!


2.30 p.m.


2.58 p.m.


3 p.m.


1.30 p.m.


MATCH-DAY 


TIMELINE


What’s your schedule on match day like?


 


A lot of prep goes into it. It doesn’t start just before the game. You spend a 


lot of time pulling together requests and information, writing the script and 


building the playlist – just making sure everything is in place. 


Then, when we get to match day, it looks like this:
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What do you say at 


half-time if the team is 


losing?


 


If we’re losing, the atmosphere 


can be interesting. It’s a massive 


responsibility because you can 


change the mood. You might get the 


music on a bit louder or you might 


say something to try to get the fans 


going, like: ‘Let’s give it for the boys! 


Forty-five minutes of non-stop 


noise!’ That helps fans to remember 


that we’re all in this together and we 


can do it. If you then hear that roar 


from the fans, it’s brilliant. 


Best and worst parts of 


the job?


 


The best has got to be that moment 


when the teams are coming out of 


the tunnel and you’re welcoming 


everyone to the match. The crowd 


are going crazy, the walk-out tune’s 


blaring and it’s just like, Yeah, this is 



why we do this. 



The worst part is obviously when 


you have a heavy defeat. The 


atmosphere isn’t so great and 


you’re helpless – those aren’t fun 


afternoons.


Would you like to be an announcer for a  


different club?


Good question. Every time Rovers score a goal, I absolutely lose it on 


the mic. It’s another really cool aspect of the job, being able to enjoy and 


elongate that goal. I don’t know if I’d be able to do that if I was announcing 


for a club that I didn’t support.


The team you love is losing 2–0, and your job is to go down to the pitch at 


half-time and get the fans revved up and ready for the second half. Could 


you be inspirational and keep the crowd’s mood high? If so, maybe you 


could be a stadium announcer!


Could YOU do it?
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Playlist for a match against your biggest rivals?


Lance’s top tips for following in his footsteps:


•  Write to your local club and show your interest. I’d always try to help if 



someone wrote to me.


•  When you go to a game, take notes. 



Figure out what’s being said and when.


•  Be yourself.



•  Be clear and concise when 



reading aloud.


•  Be prepared for all eventualities. Mistakes happen. You’re live out there 



in front of thousands of people, so you’ve just got to be prepared.


•  Ride the  rollercoaster of emotions.



•  Studying English and drama will help with the key skills of speaking, 



listening, reading, writing and performing.


GETTING THERE


‘Good luck! If you can get to be a stadium 


announcer, it's an absolute privilege. I 


wouldn't swap it for the world! ’


‘Thunderstruck’ – AC/DC, ‘Hey Boy Hey Girl’ – Chemical Brothers, 


‘Goodnight Irene’ (our club anthem) 
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When a star player goes down injured, all eyes turn to one person – 


the physio.


Caroline Woods


PHYSIOTHERAPIST


'I have a lovely photo, from our game against 


Wales, of Gareth Bale walking back into the 


changing room and I'm walking behind him 


with my little medical bag.'


Northern Ireland Men’s 


National Team
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What does a  



physiotherapist do?


My job is to support the players to be 


fully fit, physically and mentally, so 


they can perform to their very best 


on the pitch. We work closely with 


the doctor: they oversee things and 


we deliver the care.


What happens when 


there’s an injury in the 


match? 


 


I run on to the pitch. I’m mic’d up so 


I’m asking the other physio, who’s 


got the game on the iPad, ‘Can  


you see what happened? Can you 


give me a bit more detail?’ That 


can tell us what sort of injury we’re 


dealing with.


We’ll also get information from the 


player and do our own assessment. 


Then we have to make the decision 


with coaching staff as to whether 


there needs to be a substitution. It 


can be an intense situation. 


There might be a rowdy crowd or 


opposition players putting you 


under pressure. That’s why I don’t 


like it when my friends text me to 


say that they saw me on television – 


it means someone got injured.


What was your big 


break?


I got a master’s degree in sports 


medicine in Dublin and I knew 


I wanted to work in football 


but I didn’t have any football 


connections. So I wrote to 92 


clubs and I got four replies. Two 


said, thanks, but no thanks; one 


explained that they had nothing at 


the moment but would keep my 


details on file . . . and the fourth 


one was Bristol City. They said they 


needed a physio to work in the 


academy and asked me to go over 


and visit. I thought, Brilliant, I will!



I packed up my little car and off I 


went to Bristol. That was it. Once 


you get your foot in the door, 


you’re good to go.


INTERVIEW
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What’s been the highlight of your career so far?


Every time I meet up with the national team is a real privilege – but the 


highlight was defi nitely Euro 2016. Northern Ireland hadn’t qualifi ed for a 


major tournament in 30 years, so it felt like it could be a once-in-a-lifetime 


experience. It was in France and we had the most fantastic base camp, and 


then just so many great moments. Rory McIlroy came into the changing 


room, which was special. We qualifi ed for the knockout stage, the Eiff el 


Tower was lit up with a big football on it . . . The whole thing was just amazing 


and I was lucky enough to be sitting  pitchside to watch it all.
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If you’d like to follow in Caroline’s footsteps, here’s her checklist of what 


you’ll need:


•  Be good under pressure. We’re dealing with players who are very 


valuable and, as well as being vital to the national team, also have 


their responsibilities to their clubs, so decision-making in those 


circumstances is key.


•  Be ready for long hours. When I meet up with the team, it’s 24/7 for 


the entire duration.


•  Be a really good communicator. You’ll need to explain your diagnosis, 



recovery timescales and treatment plans to the players, coaches and 


their clubs. Always keep those lines of communication open.


•  Be fl exible. If you’re working with a smaller team or club, you 


might not have lots of staff , facilities or equipment, so you need to 


prioritise and be prepared to put your own needs aside to support 


the players and the team.


•  Be committed and reliable. People are counting on you. In the 


medical department, there’s no room for excuses as to why you 


weren’t there.


•  Be prepared to volunteer. If I saw that someone had been sacrifi cing 



their spare time from a young age to do work experience and learn from 


other physios, they would be the kind of person I’d want on my team.


•  Enjoy it. You’re involved in sport – and it’s your job! You’re getting 


paid to do what other people would do for free. It’s pretty special.


GETTING THERE
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Smokey has cut the hair of some of the best players in the world. But his 


story goes far deeper . . .


Smokey


BARBER


‘No struggle, no progress. Keep working 


hard and don’t take no for an answer. 


You never know when it could be you.’
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Where did you learn to 


be a barber?


I taught myself in jail, cutting 


inmates’ hair and trying to get 


better. For me, it wasn’t about being 


a good barber inside there, it was 


more about the inmates coming to 


me to talk about their problems. I 


was good at listening and trying to 


give them advice. Later on, I tried to 


master my craft, and I got good at it 


and enjoyed it. Now it’s my career.


What’s it like cutting 


the hair of all those top 


players?


I don’t look at them as footballers. 


These are human beings. They’re 


going to be happy, sad and going 


through problems, just like anyone 


else. You can’t start treating them in 


a diff erent way. If something’s not 


right, I’ll let them know that. But 


if something’s good, I’ll let them 


know that too. It’s all about human 


relationships.


Does everything you’ve 


been through in your life 


give you that courage to 


tell people the truth?


Sometimes people hide their past. I 


don’t do that. My past is the reason 


I am who I am. When people ask 


me about my life, straight away I 


say, ‘Yep, I’ve been to jail – this is 


where I started.’ I was in the wrong 


place at the wrong time, but at 


the same time you have to take 


accountability for your actions.




Where did you learn to 






Does everything you’ve 




INTERVIEW
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Telling the truth takes you a long 


way. If you don’t like me, you don’t 


like me. You don’t have to use my 


services. But if I’m being truthful 


and you respect what I’m saying 


then our relationship will be superb. 


My experience has taught me a 


lot in terms of seeing people for 


who they are. I always say I’m on 


this planet for a reason, so if I see 


a young kid going down the wrong 


path and I can guide them because 


I’ve been through it, then I’m going 


to do it.


 


It sounds like you play 


an important role in 


your clients’ lives.


A lot of people have got a lot going 


on and they see their barber as a 


counsellor, someone they can talk 


to who’s not going to judge them 


or tell anyone else their secrets or 


problems. You have to give people 


space and time, where they can 


rant and let go of what’s holding 


them back. Sometimes people need 


to let it out and what you need to 


do is just listen. That helps a lot of 


people.


 


What’s been the 


craziest moment?


Getting the chance to meet my 


idol, Ronaldinho, and cutting his 


hair. We were in a room for two 


hours, just me and him, talking. He 


spoke only a little English, and I 


don’t speak Portuguese, but it was 


about adapting to the scenario. 


Somehow, for two hours, we were 


conversing. It didn’t matter what 


we were talking about. We made it 


make sense.


IF IT WERE YOU?


IF YOU BECAME  


A FAMOUS BARBER 


WHAT WOULD BE YOUR 


SIGNATURE MOVE AND 


TRADEMARK LOOK?
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Your shops have a 


special vibe. Apart  



from cutting people’s 


hair, what is it you’re 


trying to achieve?


We’re in an era where people can’t 


even talk to each other on trains. 


At Smokey’s Barbers we want 


teenagers coming in and talking. I 


normally have seven seats in each 


shop, purposely because I want 


people to have to talk. You’ve got 


seven different people from  


different places, different cultures, 


different ages, but we could share 


the same conversation. It could be 


football, but it could be about life 


at home. OK, let’s hear what the 


kid’s got to say, let’s hear what the 


parent’s got to say. Everyone’s got 


an opinion and when you have those 


opinions up in the air, it educates 


the young generation, so it’s good 


for them to hear and be involved in 


these conversations in the barber’s.


Here are Smokey’s top tips for being a great barber: 


•  Do your best to make your clients happy – go above and beyond for 


them. 


•  Make sure you understand what haircut they want before you start 


– hair is important. 


•  As well as being good at cutting hair, you’ve got to be a good 


listener. 


•  The focus is all on the client and how you’re making them feel. Ask 


them questions.


GETTING THERE
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What’s it like being on TV, presenting the biggest football matches in the 


world?


Reshmin Chowdhury


PRESENTER


 ‘Whether you’re presenting to one person 


or a million people, it’s the same thing. 


Just be your best self.’
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INTERVIEW


Did you always want to 


be a football presenter?


I grew up in a Bengali family where 


education was the priority. But my 


passion for football was everything 


to me.


However, if you told me at the age 


of eleven that I would be presenting 


a World Cup, I’d just think it 


was impossible. When I started, 


the pathway to being a football 


presenter was closed unless you 


knew someone. For me – being 


Asian and being a woman – there 


was just no way. I was on the outside 


and it wasn’t a world that I ever felt 


I could be a part of.


How did you make it 


happen?


I studied politics and started 


producing the news, hoping to be a 


news presenter. I learned Spanish 


too, so I had that up my sleeve. 


And then I saw an advert for Real 


Madrid TV. I wasn’t sure about 


living in Spain but I thought I’d just 


go for it and see what happened.


I ended up getting the job and then 


it all went from there. Although it 


sounds simple, it was the building 


blocks that I’d put in place that 


allowed me to take the opportunity 


when it came:


•  I had a qualifi cation in 


journalism


•  I had studied languages


•  I had experience in being a 


producer and had put myself 


out there


These things meant that  when my 


chance arrived, I was ready.
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What’s been your best moment so far?


I was able to host a chat between Messi and Ronaldo at the UEFA Champions 


League draw. We had planned to speak to each player separately, but I knew 


both of them and I wanted to do something for the fans.


We went off-script: Ronaldo had just moved to Italy and I asked, ‘Do you miss 


each other?’ The rest of it came through their conversation – it was a really 


iconic moment, one of the last times we saw them together at their peak. 



 


What would you say to someone who feels like 


they won’t be given a chance because of their race 


or religion?


Don’t ever let your identity hold you back – and don’t lose your identity. 


That’s such a huge mistake! Celebrate it. You are who you are because you’re 


uniquely you. If you’re a little bit different, you have a unique perspective 


and you can bring that into every conversation. If you’re from a family with 


dual heritage, for example, you really have a different way of relating to 


people.


Reshmin’s advice on how to become a presenter:


•  The energy you transmit to the audience is very important – 


sometimes as important as the content. 


 


GETTING THERE















LET’S GO
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•  Think about what the audience want from the programme and ask 


the questions they want to know the answers to. If a manager is 


under pressure, the focus should be on what the root of the problem 


is. Where does the club go from here? 


•  You never know what’s going to be useful down the line, so learn 


as many skills as you can. Languages will open doors for you: I’ve 


spoken to Zidane in French and Messi in Spanish. Speaking in their 


language allows you to naturally relate to players. 


•  Many people will make you feel that you can’t do it. So you’ve got to 


have that inner steel and confidence to go for it. 


•  Find your passion. Find your value. Find your tribe. And find the 


people who bring out the best in you. 


•  Stay humble and be nice. Not because of what you want from 


people, but because it’s the right thing to do. You’ve got to be a team 


player. 


•  Go into it because you’re passionate, not because you want to be 


famous or rich. Be yourself and, if you’re good at what you do, 


things will happen.


Search: ‘Messi & Ronaldo’s interview at  


UCL draw’ – you’ll see Reshmin speaking to the  


GOATs (in Spanish and English!).


FIND IT ONLINE!
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Imagine going to 


a massive football 


match, sitting in a 


brand-new stadium 


and seeing thousands 


of people enjoying 


the event around you. 


Now imagine being the 


person who designed 


the stadium! Rita 


Ochoa is an architect 


who specialises in 


exactly that . . .


INTERVIEW


Did you always want to 


be a football architect?


Actually, I come from a family that 


has no interest in football. Every time 


there was a match on TV, we’d change 


to another channel. I wanted to be a 


fi lm-maker; that was my dream. But 


I’d always liked architecture too and 


I realised it’s not that diff erent from 


fi lm-making, because in both cases 


what you’re doing is creating the set 


for the story to unfold.


Rita Ochoa


ARCHITECT
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What was your big 


break?


When Portugal hosted Euro 2004, 


the country needed to build lots 


of new stadiums from scratch. I 


happened to be a student at one of 


the architecture fi rms involved in 


building lots of them, so it gave me a 


chance to learn.


What’s special about 


your job?


Football stadiums are like churches 


or temples or festivals: they are 


for everyone. When you go to a 


match, you can sit next to someone 


who’s very wealthy or a child or an 


old person. People from all these 


diff erent backgrounds and – with 


the emotion of the game – they 


can all end up singing together. It’s 


almost religious. Where else do you 
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