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Foreword 


Do words keep secrets? 


Have you ever wondered why a book of maps is 


called Atlas after a Greek god?  


Did you know a hurricane got its name from the 


Carib god Huracan? 


In this new collection John Agard, the first poet to 


win the Booktrust Lifetime Award, takes you on 


an exciting and thought-provoking journey into 


the world of words. Here you’ll meet eponyms, 


inventive spins on Biblical sayings, characters from 


history and mythology, not to mention calypso 


poems that touch on serious matters with  


a happy beat.















16


To Be Polite


To be polite to morning,


simply say good morning to you morning,


thank you for showing up on time as you do,


your sunray eyeball blinking in the blue.


To be polite to night,


simply say good night to you night, sleep tight,


bless you for your overhead duvet of stars


and for bringing the moon so close yet so far.


To be polite to dew,


simply say make yourself at home, dew,


let your silver linger in a vein of air,


turn a blade of green to a fleeting chandelier.
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Mind, What Exactly Are You?


Mind, hope you don’t mind,


but what exactly are you?


A mirror


where reflections gather?


A cupboard


where secrets harbour?


A window


where memories linger?


A doorway


where outside thoughts enter?















A wall


to keep out the stranger?


A bridge


that links other with other?


Mind, do you outlive fl esh and bone?
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