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Although every effort was made to make sure the information in this book was accurate when going to press, research was impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic and things may have changed since the time of writing. Be sure to confirm specific details, like opening hours, closures, and travel guidelines and restrictions, when making your travel plans. For more detailed information, see click here.
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Fairmont Empress





Although Vancouver Island is just a small speck on the map of Canada, its size belies its diversity. A chain of rugged mountains divides the island into two distinct sides: dense rain-drenched forest and remote surf- and wind-battered shores on the west, and well-populated, sheltered, beach-fringed lowlands facing the Strait of Georgia to the east.


Victoria, the island’s largest city and the capital of British Columbia, lies on the island’s southern tip. Its many cosmopolitan charms include colorful gardens and afternoon tea. It has the mildest climate of any Canadian capital, which provides a beautiful harborside setting for an array of cultural, dining, and shopping choices.


Outside the city, complete one of the great coastal hikes. Try your hand at stand-up paddleboarding or sea kayaking through protected fjords. Explore the rural oases of the Southern Gulf Islands. Surf along the rugged west coast. Share the thrill of hooking a giant salmon or the bizarre scenario of sleeping in a treetop sphere. Whatever adventures you choose, Vancouver Island won’t disappoint you.
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sand dollar on Qualicum Beach
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water taxi and Fisherman’s Wharf in Victoria









8 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Go Whale-Watching: Of the island’s many whale-watching spots, none is better than Robson Bight, where orcas gather in large numbers.
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2 Wander through Butchart Gardens: Generally regarded as one of the world’s premier gardens, Butchart is a colorful wonderland of rare and exotic flowers, shrubs, and trees.
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3 Sip Afternoon Tea: Victoria is the place to indulge in this exceedingly British tradition. Try one of the low key tearooms scattered around the city, or go upscale at the Fairmont Empress.







[image: image]


4 See Art and Architecture: Victoria is a feast for the eyes, from the impressive Craigdarroch Castle and historical Parliament Buildings to stunning fine art from around the world at the Bateman Gallery and the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria.
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5 Cast a Line: Fish from Discovery Pier at Campbell River, search out a river, or charter a boat for day to reel in some salmon.
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6 Island Hop: Explore the wilderness of Saturna Island (pictured), relax on the beaches of Hornby Island, or learn about Indigenous culture at Alert Bay.
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7 Get on the Water: Float down the Cowichan River on an inflatable tube, kayak around the Southern Gulf Islands, or ride the waves off Tofino.
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8 Hit the Trail: Take a stroll along the beaches of Saturna Island, explore Pacific Rim National Park, or plan on a multi-night backpack on the West Coast Trail (pictured).





Where to Go


Victoria


The capital of British Columbia is a study in urban elegance. Well-preserved old buildings line inner-city streets. Restored historical areas house trendy shops, offices, and restaurants. Totem poles sprout from shady parks. Double-decker buses and horse-drawn carriages compete for the summer tourist trade.


Southern Vancouver Island


North of the capital, the bustling harborside town of Sidney is a gateway to the idyllic Southern Gulf Islands. A winding coastal highway leads to Port Renfrew, where backcountry enthusiasts begin the long-distance West Coast Trail. Or admire totem poles in Duncan and float down the Cowichan River on an inflatable tube.
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Central Vancouver Island


The central section of Vancouver Island extends from Nanaimo, a 90-minute drive from Victoria, north to the Comox Valley, and up and over the Vancouver Island Ranges to the west. Along the east coast of the Strait of Georgia are Oceanside resort towns, while the interior is dotted with waterfalls and stands of old-growth forest. The west coast is dominated by wild, untamed beaches bookended by fishing-turned-tourist towns, Ucluelet and Tofino.


Northern Vancouver Island


Northern Vancouver Island is the largest but least populated region of the island. The gateway city is Campbell River, famous for salmon fishing. Beyond lies forested wilderness and a wild and rugged coastline. Take a coastal cruise, join a whale-watching trip, or explore islands that have been inhabited by First Nations for thousands of years.



When to Go



Vancouver Island can be visited year-round, with some outdoor activities possible in the dead of winter in Victoria.


Tourist attractions and hotels are busiest during the July-August high season. Many towns celebrate the season with festivals (such as Nanaimo’s World Championship Bathtub Race and Parksville’s sand-sculpting competition).


My favorite time to visit is April-June. Days are long and warm enough to enjoy the outdoors (expect temperatures a few degrees cooler in Vancouver than across the water in Victoria), but crowds are at a minimum, and lodging rates are reduced. The roses at Butchart Gardens don’t flower until July, but I can live without that.


During the October-March low season, attractions shorten their hours (some close completely), and lodging prices are reduced drastically. Winters are relatively mild. This is storm-watching season on the island’s west coast. Up north, steelhead fishing draws anglers to Campbell River, while dedicated skiers and snowboarders head to alpine resort Mount Washington, near Courtenay.
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In March, cherry blossoms come alive with color throughout Victoria.





Before You Go


PASSPORTS AND VISAS


To enter Canada, a passport is required of citizens and permanent residents of the United States. For further information, see the website http://travel.state.gov. For current entry requirements to Canada, check the Citizenship and Immigration Canada website (www.cic.gc.ca).


All other foreign visitors must have a valid passport and may need a visa or visitors permit, depending on their country of residence and the vagaries of international politics. At present, visas are not required for citizens of the United States, British Commonwealth countries, or Western Europe. The standard entry permit is for six months, and you may be asked to show onward tickets or proof of sufficient funds to last you through your intended stay.


TRANSPORTATION


Visitors to Vancouver Island have the option of arriving by air or ferry. The main gateway city for flights to Vancouver Island is Victoria, although many visitors fly into Vancouver, which is the Canadian point of entry for flights originating in Asia and the South Pacific, and then travel over to the island by ferry or floatplane.


Ferries run year-round from mainland British Columbia and Washington State to Vancouver Island, and also link over a dozen smaller islands with Vancouver Island. They also run north from the northern tip of the island to Prince Rupert, on British Columbia’s northwest coast.


While Vancouver Island has scheduled bus service, driving, whether it be your own vehicle or a rental car, is the best way to get around. Distances are not great, and gas stations are located at regular intervals.



Best of Vancouver Island



Two weeks on Vancouver Island is enough time to enjoy the very best that the island has to offer—to get a taste of Victoria’s major sights, head over to the west coast, travel as far north as Alert Bay, and spend a couple of days in the Southern Gulf Islands. This tour combines the very best of these regions and includes all the major natural and historic attractions. It assumes you have your own vehicle or will be reserving one for pickup at Victoria International Airport. If you only have one week, limit your time on the Southern Gulf Islands and skip northern Vancouver Island.


Victoria


DAY 1


Three days is enough time to get a taste of Victoria’s compact downtown core. Head south from the airport and loop around the scenic route to Oak Bay to reach Victoria’s Inner Harbour and your downtown accommodations. A modern lodging like the Parkside Hotel & Spa or the historic Fairmont Empress will keep you within walking distance of the action-packed Inner Harbour. Get dinner at a downtown restaurant (try personal favorite Agrius for island-sourced organic ingredients). Then wander the beautiful Inner Harbour promenade, which is illuminated at night.
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Victoria’s Inner Harbour from the Fairmont Empress terrace





DAY 2


Start your day with a walk along the harborfront to the Bateman Gallery and then to the historical streets of Old Town. Admire the historical architecture of Market Square and the eclectic collection of goods at Capital Iron. Choose a Bastion Square restaurant such as Rebar for lunch. Spend a full afternoon at colorful Butchart Gardens. In the evening, head to Café Brio for excellent Italian fare, and end your day with a drink at the Lido Waterfront Bar.




[image: image]

Port Alberni lighthouse
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fish market in the waterfront town of Sidney
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evening at the Parliament Buildings
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Butchart Gardens








DAY 3


Catch a cab to Government House. Admire the surrounding native gardens and then wind your way on foot back down to the harbor via imposing Craigdarroch Castle and the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria. Enjoy a stroll through historic Point Ellice House, which is easily reached by water taxi from the Inner Harbour. For dinner, choose between casual seafood at Red Fish Blue Fish, or transport yourself to the Himalayas at The Mint.


Exploring Vancouver Island


DAY 4: TOFINO


Head north out of the capital, making a stop at the photogenic waterfalls of Goldstream Provincial Park. Then continue across the island on Highway 4 to Tofino, which takes less than three hours. Spend some time enjoying the surf, whether watching the waves or riding them (local outfitter Live to Surf offers lessons that make it easy). Take a relaxing afternoon walk along Long Beach. You are spoiled for dining choices in Tofino. Try some of the best fish tacos this side of the Caribbean at the Tacofino food truck. Or go more formal with the Pointe Restaurant at the Wickaninnish Inn, which offers sweeping ocean views—and is also the town’s premier lodging.


DAY 5: PORT ALBERNI TO PARKSVILLE


Head back to Port Alberni along Highway 4, allowing two hours of driving time. Take a tour aboard vintage passenger-only ferry MV Frances Barkley, which cruises down the remote Alberni Inlet. Upon your return to Port Alberni, drive another hour east along Highway 4 through Cathedral Grove to Ocean Sands Resort in Parksville, where you’ll stay the night. All units have full kitchens; take advantage by cooking your own dinner.


DAY 6: WHALE-WATCHING AT TELEGRAPH COVE


Drive north along Highway 19 to Telegraph Cove, around four hours from Parksville. Stop at Horne Lake Caves for an underground tour along the way. Arrive at your Telegraph Cove historic boardwalk lodging (which you’ve reserved in advance for two nights). Take an afternoon whale-watching excursion to Robson Bight, one of the best places in the world to view orcas. End the day with fish-and-chips at the Killer Whale Café.


DAY 7: FIRST NATIONS AT ALERT BAY


Make the short 15-minute drive north along Highway 19 and Port McNeill. Leave your vehicle and jump aboard a ferry to Alert Bay. This small settlement on Cormorant Island is a hotbed of First Nations history. It’s easy to spend a full day visiting the local museum, searching out some of the world’s tallest totem poles, and hiking to an intriguing black-water swamp. After your return ferry to the mainland, head back to your Telegraph Cove lodging.
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carved eagle on a viewing dock in Alert Bay





DAY 8: SALMON FISHING IN CAMPBELL RIVER


Allow just over two hours to drive back down along Highway 19 to Campbell River and oceanfront Painter’s Lodge, where an experienced guide will take you out into waters renowned for the best salmon fishing in the world.


DAY 9: CUMBERLAND AND COMOX


Depending on your frame of mind, spend the morning exploring the coal-mining history of Cumberland, golfing in Crown Isle, or enjoying a relaxing lunch at a waterfront restaurant in Comox. Then continue south to Nanaimo, about a 90-minute drive on Highway 1. If it is sunny, spend your afternoon exploring Newcastle Island. On a rainy day, the local museum and downtown core have plenty to hold your interest. Check into the Buccaneer Inn and make reservations at one of the many inviting Nanaimo restaurants, such as Nest Bistro.


DAYS 10-13: SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS


Head south from Nanaimo with a ferry schedule in hand and work out a three-day itinerary through the Southern Gulf Islands. Highlights include Galiano Island, with the sandy shoreline of Montague Harbour Provincial Park; Salt Spring Island, with the inviting shops and cafés in Ganges; and Saturna Island, with its unhurried hiking trails.




First Nations Sites


In the 12,000 years that anthropologists surmise human beings have inhabited Vancouver Island, a variety of cultures have evolved, each with its own unique and distinguishing features. The very earliest people left behind few traces of their presence, but today, island visitors can immerse themselves in First Nations history at the following destinations and attractions:


• Victoria’s Thunderbird Park holds a collection of towering totem poles. While you’re in the capital, Eagle Feather Gallery and Cowichan Trading are two excellent opportunities for First Nations shopping.
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totem poles in Thunderbird Park





• Duncan is a small town with a big collection of historic and contemporary totem poles scattered throughout downtown.


• Petroglyph Provincial Park, south of Nanaimo, protects one of the island’s oldest known archeological sites. The rock carvings here are dated at 3,000 years old.


• Quadra Island has been home to the Kwakwaka’wakw people for generations. You can learn about them at the Nuyumbalees Cultural Centre and then spend the night surrounded by their distinctive architecture at Cape Mudge Resort.


• Nootka Sound is best known as the location for a historic treaty signed by the Spanish, British, and First Nations, but today is the site of two First Nations villages almost totally unaffected by the outside world.


• Alert Bay is home to a thriving community of Kwakwaka’wakw people, who welcome visitors to the U’mista Cultural Centre and the world’s tallest totem poles.





DAY 14: HOMEWARD BOUND


Watch the Southern Gulf Islands disappear in the distance as your ferry heads toward Swartz Bay. Allow enough time to say goodbye to Victoria, perhaps with a return visit to Butchart Gardens for tea. Allow 30 minutes of driving time between the gardens and Victoria International Airport, your departure point for your journey homeward.



Getaway to Adventure



Vancouver Island is a major destination for outdoor enthusiasts. Adventure seekers can mix and match their favorite activities for a 10- or 12-day island odyssey.


DAY 1: CAMPING ON SIDNEY SPIT


Both Victoria International Airport and the Swartz Bay ferry terminal are a short hop from your first overnight adventure: the rustic beachfront campsites on Sidney Spit, accessible only by water taxi from Sidney.
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family playing in the sand on Sidney Spit
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hiking the West Coast Trail








DAY 2: HIKING ON SATURNA ISLAND


Head to the Swartz Bay ferry terminal and you’re off again—this time to Saturna Island, the least visited of Southern Gulf Islands. Enjoy hiking trails (the short trail around Narvaez Bay is a highlight), deserted rocky coves, and even a low-key winery. There’s no camping on the island, and only limited accommodations, so make sure you have reservations at Saturna Lodge.


DAY 3: KAYAKING OFF GALIANO ISLAND


After breakfast at the Saturna Cafe, island-hop from Saturna to Galiano Island. Go kayaking along the shore of Montague Harbour Provincial Park. Arriving back on Vancouver Island at Crofton, drive to Campbell River, and then west to your overnight lodging at Gold River.


DAY 4: CRUISING NOOTKA SOUND


Today is spent cruising Nootka Sound aboard the MV Uchuck, which departs just south of Gold River. You’ll stop at remote fishing lodges and logging camps along a stretch of coast rarely visited by the average tourist. Upon arriving back at the dock, it takes 90 minutes of driving to retrace your route back to the island’s east coast. Check into the totally groovy Free Spirit Spheres, west of Courtenay, for the night.


DAY 5: SURFING IN TOFINO


It’s a three-hour drive between Courtenay and the west coast, along Highway 4, so wake up early. Make your first stop at Cathedral Grove to admire the colossal old-growth forest. Surfing in Tofino is made easy by Live to Surf, who will outfit you with a wetsuit and surfboard for an hour or so of fun in the local breakers. Take a lesson if you’ve never surfed before. Pacific Sands Beach Resort is designed especially for outdoorsy types like yourself.
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surfing lesson in Tofino





DAY 6: DIVING IN THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA


The shallow waters off Nanaimo are renowned for artificial reefs created by ships that have been sunk especially for wreck diving. Tell the experts at Nanaimo Dive Outfitters that you want to try a dive, and let them choose a site that best suits your experience, whether it be the 442-foot-long Saskatchewan or the popular snorkeling with seals option. Nanaimo’s Buccaneer Inn is the best divers’ hangout. If you’ve had enough adventure for one trip, head homeward. Hardcore hikers will want to venture on, heading through the Cowichan Valley to Port Renfrew (allow two hours from Nanaimo).


DAYS 7-12: THE WEST COAST TRAIL


Experienced backcountry hikers won’t want to miss the rugged and remote West Coast Trail. This self-sufficient four- to six-day coastal trek starts at Port Renfrew, west of Victoria, and ends near the remote village of Bamfield. The majority of hikers leave their vehicle at one end of the trail and return to their starting point by scheduled shuttle. If you don’t have the time for the famed West Coast Trail, get a taste for the adventure in Juan de Fuca Provincial Park, where short trails lead to wild west coast beaches.



Family Camping Trip



So you’re planning a camping trip to Vancouver Island and bringing along the kids? Not a problem—there’s plenty to do and see for all age groups, but just remember that what you want them to see is probably a lot different from what they want to do.


DAY 1: CAMPING AT GOLDSTREAM PROVINCIAL PARK


On the ferry trip between the mainland and Vancouver Island, find an outside seat on the starboard side and watch the Vancouver skyline and Coast Mountains disappear into the distance. Once in the provincial capital of Victoria, a double-decker bus tour is popular with all ages. Catch a water taxi to Fisherman’s Wharf for an early dinner at Barb’s Fish & Chips, hoping that the resident seals make an appearance. Set up camp at Goldstream Provincial Park.
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Horne Lake Caves Provincial Park
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Goldstream Provincial Park








DAY 2: SALMON FISHING IN CAMPBELL RIVER


By driving north to Campbell River along Highway 1 then 19 (under four hours from Goldstream) early in the trip, all the heavy driving has been done. Ideal rest stops en route include the murals of Chemainus and the sand at Miracle Beach Provincial Park. Once in Campbell River, have the family try salmon fishing off Discovery Pier. Catch a ferry to Quadra Island, set up camp at We Wai Kai Campsite, and spend the evening exploring Rebecca Spit Marine Provincial Park.


DAY 3: COURTENAY


It takes under an hour to travel south from Campbell River along Highway 19 to Courtenay, where a family-friendly tour of Horne Lake Caves adds a different element to the vacation. The campground adjacent to the caves has a good beach with freshwater swimming.


DAY 4: HORNBY ISLAND


The ferry fun continues on Day 4, with a short hop out to Denman Island from Buckley Bay just south of Courtenay and then another to Hornby Island, where the campground at Tribune Bay is right beside a white sandy beach and within walking distance of a funky collection of shops and cafés.


DAY 5: OCEANSIDE


The beach scene continues a 20-minute drive south of Buckley Bay at the Oceanside resort towns of Parksville and Qualicum Beach, where safe swimming in warm water draws crowds throughout summer. A good camping choice here is Rathtrevor Beach Provincial Park, which is right on a sandy beach, but more importantly, within easy biking distance of Riptide Lagoon mini golf.
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Parksville Beach





DAY 6: LAKE COWICHAN


It’s a short drive from Oceanside to Lake Cowichan, south along Highway 19 and then west on Highway 18, which is the starting point for tubing down the Cowichan River. Continue west to Juan de Fuca Provincial Park; unlike the remote wilderness of the West Coast Trail, the beach camping here requires nothing more than a short walk through old-growth forest.


DAY 7: VICTORIA AND HOMEWARD


On your final day, it takes under two hours to drive back to your starting point, Victoria, from Juan de Fuca Provincial Park. If time allows, once back in the capital, head into downtown Victoria and check out the beautiful Parliament Buildings and art galleries, or wander through Beacon Hill Park searching for peacocks.
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Fairmont Empress on the Inner Harbour







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Fairmont Empress: You don’t need to be a guest at this historical hotel to admire its grandeur. Plan on eating a meal here for the full effect (click here).


S Maritime Museum of British Columbia: Check out British Columbia’s seafaring past at this fun and informative museum (click here).
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S Bateman Gallery: View over 160 paintings by one of the world’s preeminent wildlife artists at this grandiose waterfront building (click here).


S Craigdarroch Castle: To get a feeling for the wealth of the city in the Victorian era, take a tour of this extravagant castle (click here).


S Scenic Route to Oak Bay: Whether by car, bike, or foot, you’ll experience the natural splendor of Victoria along this route (click here).


S Goldstream Provincial Park: Laced with hiking trails, Goldstream Provincial Park is a great escape from the city. If you’re visiting in late fall, a trip to the park is worthwhile to view the spectacle of spawning salmon (click here).


S Butchart Gardens: Even if you have only one day in Victoria, make time to visit one of the world’s most delightful gardens (click here).
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Royal Victoria Yacht Club
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totem pole in Butchart Gardens.








Many people first see the city of Victoria from the Inner Harbour as they arrive by boat, the way people have done for over 160 years. Ferries, fishing boats, and seaplanes bob in the harbor, with a backdrop of manicured lawns


and flower gardens, quiet residential suburbs, and striking urban architecture. Despite the pressures that go with city life, easygoing Victorians still find time for a stroll along the waterfront, a round of golf, or a night out at a fine-dining restaurant. Discovering Victoria’s roots has been a longtime favorite with visitors, but some locals find the “more English than England” reputation tiring. Yes, there’s a tacky side to some traditions, but high tea, double-decker bus tours, and exploring formal gardens remain some of the true joys in Victoria.


Victoria (pop. 370,000) has an abundance of created and natural attractions. Once you’ve visited must-sees like the Bateman Gallery and Butchart Gardens, you can devote your time to outdoor pursuits such as whale-watching, a bike ride through Oak Bay, or something as simple as enjoying afternoon tea in an old-fashioned tearoom. You will be confronted with oodles of ways to trim a bulging wallet in Victoria. Some commercial attractions are worth every cent, whereas others are routine at best, though the latter may be crowd-pleasers with children, which makes them worth considering if you have little ones in tow.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Many visitors to Victoria spend a few nights in the city as part of a longer vacation that includes the rest of Vancouver Island. At an absolute minimum, plan on spending two full days in the capital, preferably overnighting at a character-filled bed-and-breakfast. Regardless of how long you’ll be in the city, much of your time will be spent in and around the Inner Harbour, a busy waterway surrounded by the city’s top sights, including the gracious Fairmont Empress and the impressive Bateman Gallery. Beyond the harbor, devote at least a half day to wandering through historical Craigdarroch Castle, taking in the ocean and mountain panorama along the scenic route to Oak Bay, and enjoying the classic English surroundings of Point Ellice House. Victoria’s most visited attraction is Butchart Gardens, an absolutely stunning collection of plants that deserves at least half a day of your time. Away from downtown are the natural highlights of old-growth forest and waterfalls at Goldstream Provincial Park.


The best way to get to know Victoria is on foot. All of the downtown attractions are within a short walk of one another, and the more remote sights are easily reached by road or public transit. In summer, various tours are offered, giving you the choice of seeing Victoria by horse-drawn carriage, bus, boat, bicycle, limo—you name it. But if you still feel the need to have a car readily available, you’ll be pleased to know that parking is plentiful just a few blocks from the Inner Harbour.


Sights


The epicenter of downtown Victoria is the foreshore of the Inner Harbour, which is flanked by the parliament buildings, the city’s main museum, and the landmark Fairmont Empress Hotel. Government Street leads uphill from the waterfront through a concentration of touristy shops and restaurants, while parallel to the west, Douglas Street is the core of a smallish central business district.


INNER HARBOUR


Initially, the harbor extended farther inland. Before the construction of the massive stone causeway that now forms the marina, the area on which the impressive Empress now stands was a deep, oozing mudflat. Walk along the lower level and then up the steps in the middle to come face-to-face with an unamused Captain James Cook; the bronze statue commemorates the first recorded British landing in 1778 on the territory that would later become British Columbia. Above the northeast corner of the harbor is the Victoria Visitor Centre (812 Wharf St., 250/953-2033, www.tourismvictoria.com), the perfect place to start your city exploration. Be sure to return to the Inner Harbour after dark, when the parliament buildings are outlined in lights and the Empress Hotel is floodlit.
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S Fairmont Empress



Overlooking the Inner Harbour, the pompous 1908 Fairmont Empress (721 Government St., 250/384-8111 or 800/257-7544, www.fairmont.com) is Victoria’s most recognizable landmark. Its architect was the well-known Francis Rattenbury, who also designed the BC parliament buildings, the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) steamship terminal (now housing the Bateman Gallery), and Crystal Garden. It’s worthwhile walking through the hotel lobby to gaze—head back, mouth agape—at the interior razzle-dazzle, and to watch people partake in traditional afternoon tea hosted in the Lobby Lounge. Browse through the conservatory and gift shops, and drool over the menus of the various restaurants.


S Maritime Museum of British Columbia


Behind the Fairmont Empress, the Maritime Museum of British Columbia (744 Douglas St., 250/385-4222, 10am-5pm Tues.-Sat., adults $10, seniors $8, youth $5, under age 13 free) traces the history of seafaring exploration of local waters, adventure, commercial ventures, and passenger travel through changing exhibits. Children especially will love the rotating displays of model ships. The museum is anchored by the Tilikum, a dugout canoe that was launched from Vancouver Island in the early 1900s by John Voss and Norman Luxton seeking to become the first to circumnavigate the world in a canoe (miraculously, they made it as far as Australia). Another staple are displays focusing on Indigenous people and the ways they navigated local waterways. The museum also has a nautically oriented gift shop.


Crystal Garden


One of the architectural highlights of Victoria is Crystal Garden (Douglas St. and Belleville St.), directly behind the Fairmont Empress. Inspired by London’s famed Crystal Palace, Francis Rattenbury designed the glass and redbrick building to be the social epicenter of the city. When it opened in 1925, it boasted an Olympic-length swimming pool, Turkish baths, a ballroom, an arboretum, and a tearoom.


Crystal Garden was operated by the Canadian Pacific Railway until 1965 and was closed in 1971. In 1980, it reopened as a conservatory filled with tropical plants. After closing again in 2004, the historical building underwent extensive restoration and now operates as the Victoria Convention Centre. Its former grandeur is visible from the outside, but you can also wander through the lobby, a bright, beautiful space filled with totem poles.


South of the Fairmont Empress


Across from the Empress lies Thunderbird Park (Belleville St. and Douglas St.), a small green spot chockablock with authentic totem poles intricately carved by northwest coast First Nations people. Best of all, it’s absolutely free.


Beside Thunderbird Park is Helmcken House (10 Elliot St.), the oldest house in the province still standing on its original site. It was built by J. S. Helmcken, pioneer surgeon and legislator, who arrived in Victoria in 1850 and aided in negotiating the union of British Columbia with Canada in 1870.


TOP EXPERIENCE


Parliament Buildings


Satisfy your lust for governmental, historical, and architectural knowledge by taking a free tour of the harborside Provincial Legislative Buildings, a.k.a. the parliament buildings. These prominent structures were designed by Francis Rattenbury and completed in 1897. The exterior is British Columbia Haddington Island stone, and if you walk around the buildings, you’ll no doubt spot many a stern or gruesome face staring down from the stonework.


On either side of the main entrance stand statues of Sir James Douglas, who chose the location of Victoria, and Sir Matthew Baillie Begbie, who was in charge of law and order during the gold rush period. Atop the copper-covered dome stands a gilded statue of Captain George Vancouver, the first mariner to circumnavigate Vancouver Island. Walk through the main entrance and into the memorial rotunda, look skyward for a dramatic view of the central dome, and then continue upstairs to peer into the legislative chamber, the home of the government of British Columbia. Free guided tours (every 20 minutes 9am-4pm daily summer, 9am-noon and 1pm-5pm Mon.-Fri. winter) are offered. Tour times differ according to the goings-on inside; for current times, call the tour office (250/387-3046). Visitors can also eat in the parliamentary dining room (8:30am-3pm Mon.-Fri.), which is relatively inexpensive.


TOP EXPERIENCE


S Bateman Gallery


Along the waterfront on Belleville Street, across the road from the parliament buildings, is the grandly ornate former Canadian Pacific Railway steamship terminal, now the Bateman Gallery (470 Belleville St., 250/940-3630, http://batemancentre.org, 10am-6pm Sun.-Wed., 10am-9pm Thurs.-Fri. summer, 10am-4pm Tues.-Sat. fall-spring, adults $10, seniors $8.50, children $6). Bateman resides on nearby Salt Spring Island and is renowned as one of the world’s greatest wildlife artists. Each themed gallery is dedicated to a different subject—British Columbia and Africa are the highlights. Another gallery is dedicated to children and includes a hands-on nature learning area.
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1: the Inner Harbour 2: a peacock in Beacon Hill Park 3: Bateman Gallery





Laurel Point


For an enjoyable short walk from downtown, continue along Belleville Street from the parliament buildings, passing a conglomeration of modern hotels, ferry terminals, and some intriguing architecture dating to the late 19th century. A path leads down through a shady park to Laurel Point, hugging the waterfront and providing good views of the Inner Harbour en route. If you’re feeling really energetic, continue to Fisherman’s Wharf, where an eclectic array of floating homes are tied to floating wharves.


OLD TOWN


The oldest section of Victoria lies immediately north of the Inner Harbour between Wharf and Government Streets. Start by walking north from the Inner Harbour along historical Wharf Street, where Hudson’s Bay Company furs were loaded onto ships bound for England, gold seekers arrived in search of fortune, and shopkeepers first established businesses. Cross the road to cobblestoned Bastion Square, lined with old gas lamps and decorative architecture dating from the 1860s to the 1890s. This was the original site chosen by James Douglas in 1843 for Fort Victoria, the Hudson’s Bay Company trading post. At one time the square held a courthouse, a jail, and gallows. Today, restored buildings house touristy restaurants, cafés, nightclubs, and fashionable offices.
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Old Town is filled with historic brick buildings.





Centennial Square


Centennial Square, bounded by Government Street, Douglas Street, Pandora Avenue, and Fisgard Street, is lined with many buildings dating from the 1880s and 1890s, refurbished in recent times for all to appreciate. Don’t miss the 1878 City Hall (fronting Douglas St.) and the imposing Greek-style building of the Hudson’s Bay Company. In the heart of Centennial Square is Spirit Square, which is dedicated to First Nations people. Here you’ll find two totem poles and a garden with native plants.



Chinatown



Continue down Fisgard Street into colorful Chinatown, Canada’s oldest Chinese enclave (and second-oldest in North America behind San Francisco). Chinese prospectors and laborers first brought exotic spices, plants, and a love of intricate architecture and bright colors to Victoria in the late 1850s, and the exotic vibe continues to this day. The original Chinatown was much larger than today’s and was home to more than 3,000 residents at its peak in the early 1900s. After being revitalized in the 1980s and being declared a National Historic Site of Canada in 1995, the precinct is now a popular visitor attraction. Its epicenter is Fisgard Street between Government and Store Streets, with the intricate Gate of Harmonious Interest providing the official entrance.


Today, Chinatown is a delicious place to breathe in the aroma of authentic Asian food wafting from the many restaurants. Poke through the dark little shops along Fisgard Street—where you can find everything from fragile paper lanterns and embroidered silks to gingerroot and exotic fruits and veggies—then cruise Fan Tan Alley, the center of the opium trade in the 1800s.


SOUTH OF THE INNER HARBOUR


Carr House


In 1871, artist Emily Carr was born in this typical upper-class 1864 Victorian-era home, which now hosts visitors as the Carr House (207 Government St., 250/383-5843, 11am-4pm Tues.-Sat. May-Sept., adults $8, seniors and students $6, children $4.50). Carr moved to the mainland at an early age, escaping the confines of the capital to draw and write about the First Nations people of the West Coast and the wilderness in which she lived. She is best remembered today for her painting, a medium she took up in later years.


Beacon Hill Park


Known to Coast Salish people as Meeacan (a First Nations word for “belly”), for its resemblance to a man lying on his back, this large tract of land immediately south of downtown was protected as parkland in 1882. Today, the 25-hectare (62-acre) park is an oasis of green that extends just south of Thunderbird Park along Douglas Street out to cliffs that offer spectacular views of Juan de Fuca Strait and, on a clear day, the distant Olympic Mountains.


The park is geographically divided in two by Dallas Road. On the downtown side of the road are landscaped gardens protected by grand Garry oak trees, tennis courts, bowling greens, playgrounds, mini golf, bird-filled ponds, and even a cricket pitch.


Beacon Hill Children’s Farm (Circle Dr., 250/381-2532, 10am-4pm daily Apr.-Oct., adults $4, children $3) is home to chickens, pigs, donkeys, and goats. The farm was originally part of a much larger zoo complex that operated between 1883 and 1990. Although zoo animals have long since been removed, peacocks that were let loose upon its closure run free through the surrounding greenery.


South of Dallas Road, natural beauty takes precedence over landscaped gardens. Here, you can catch a sea breeze and gaze at all the strolling, cycling, dog-walking, and stroller-pushing Victorians passing by. For a tidbit of history, explore rocky Finlayson Point, once the site of a fortified First Nations village. Between 1878 and 1892, two enormous guns mounted on the point protected Victoria against an expected but unrealized Russian invasion.


ROCKLAND


This historical part of downtown lies behind the Inner Harbour, east of Douglas Street, and is easily accessible on foot.


Christ Church Cathedral


Along Quadra Street, three blocks uphill from the Inner Harbour, Christ Church Cathedral (930 Burdett Ave., 250/383-2714) is the seat of the Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of British Columbia. Built in 1896 in 13th-century Gothic style, it’s one of Canada’s largest churches. Self-guided tours are possible (8:30am-5pm Mon.-Fri. and 7:30am-8:30pm Sun., free). Visit www.christchurchcathedral.bc.ca for a listing of musical performances hosted by the cathedral. The park next to the cathedral is a shady haven to rest weary feet, and the gravestones make fascinating reading.


TOP EXPERIENCE


Art Gallery of Greater Victoria


From Christ Church Cathedral, walk up Rockland Avenue for four blocks through the historical Rockland district, passing stately mansions and colorful gardens on tree-lined streets. Turn left on Moss Street and you’ll come to the 1889 Spencer Mansion and its modern wing, which together make up the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria (1040 Moss St., 250/384-4101, 10am-5pm Mon.-Wed. and Fri.-Sat., 10am-9pm Thurs., noon-5pm Sun., adults $13, seniors $11, children $2.50). The gallery contains Canada’s finest collection of Japanese art, a range of contemporary art, an Emily Carr gallery, and traveling exhibits, as well as a Japanese garden with a Shinto shrine. The Gallery Shop sells art books, reproductions, and handcrafted jewelry, pottery, and glass.


Government House


Continue up Rockland Avenue from the art gallery to reach Government House, the official residence of the lieutenant governor, the queen’s representative in British Columbia. Open to the public throughout the year, the surrounding gardens include an English-style garden, a rose garden, and a rhododendron garden, along with green velvety lawns and picture-perfect flower beds. On the front side of the property, vegetation has been left in a more natural state, with gravel paths leading to benches that invite one to pause and take in the city panorama.


TOP EXPERIENCE


S Craigdarroch Castle


A short walk up (east) from the art gallery along Rockland Avenue and left on Joan Crescent brings you to the baronial four-story mansion known as Craigdarroch Castle (1050 Joan Cres., 250/592-5323, http://thecastle.ca, 9am-7pm daily summer, 10am-4:30pm daily fall-spring, adults $19, seniors $18, children $8). From downtown take bus 11 (Uplands) or 14 (University) to Joan Crescent, then walk 100 meters (110 yards) up the hill. The architectural masterpiece was built in 1890 for Robert Dunsmuir, a wealthy industrialist and politician who died just before the building was completed. For all the nitty-gritties, tour the mansion with volunteer guides who really know their Dunsmuir, and then admire at your leisure all the polished wood, stained-glass windows, Victorian-era furnishings, and the great city views from upstairs.


S SCENIC ROUTE TO OAK BAY


This driving starts south of the Inner Harbour and follows the coastline of Juan de Fuca Strait all the way to the University of Victoria. Allow around one hour to reach the university, but allow at least half a day if you plan multiple stops. If you don’t have your own transportation, most city tours take in the sights along the route.


You can take Douglas Street south alongside Beacon Hill Park to access Juan de Fuca Strait, but it’s best to continue east along the Inner Harbour to the mouth of Victoria Harbour proper, along Belleville then Kingston Streets to Ogden Point, which is the official starting point of the scenic drive (marked by small blue signs).


Ogden Point


Named for a Hudson’s Bay Company trader, Ogden Point has been an important port facility since the early 1900s, when a grain-handling terminal was built on a pier. Today, it is home to a major Canadian Coast Guard Base and Cruise Ogden Point, which serves over 200 cruise ships and 500,000 passengers each summer season. Protecting the cruise ship terminal from ocean swells is Ogden Point Breakwater, which is only 3 meters (10 feet) wide, but it extends for 800 meters (0.5 mile) into Juan de Fuca Strait. This is a super-popular stroll, especially in the early morning.


At the foot of the breakwater, the Breakwater Bistro and Bar (199 Dallas Rd., 250/386-8080, 9am-10pm daily summer, 8am-8pm daily fall-spring) has ocean-facing outdoor seating and a wide selection of hot drinks and filling lunches.


Ogden Point toward Oak Bay


For the first few kilometers beyond the breakwater, the Olympic Mountains in Washington State are clearly visible across Juan de Fuca Strait, and a string of roadside lookouts allows you to stop and take in the panorama, including Finlayson Point, which is in Beacon Hill Park, and Clover Point, which has a much larger parking area. East beyond Clover Point, Ross Bay Cemetery (gates open daylight hours Mon.-Fri.) is the final resting place of many of early Victoria’s most prominent residents. Volunteer hosts are on hand throughout the summer to point out the graves of Emily Carr; British Columbia’s first governor, Sir James Douglas; members of the coal-baron Dunsmuir family; and Billy Barker, of gold rush fame.


Continuing east, Dallas Road takes you through quiet residential areas, past small pebble beaches covered in driftwood, and into the ritzy mansion district east of downtown, where the residents have grand houses, manicured gardens, and stunning water views. One plot of land that has escaped development is the Chinese Cemetery on Harling Point. Developed in 1903 on a rocky headland overlooking the water, it is the resting place of at least 400 Chinese settlers. It is on the east side of Gonzales Bay at the end of Crescent Road.


Oak Bay


As the coastal drive (this section is officially Beach Drive) descends from Harling Point to the protected waters of McNeill Bay and then passes through the well-manicured fairways of the Royal Victoria Golf Club on Gonzales Point, it enters the refined neighborhood of Oak Bay. Although the Hudson’s Bay Company developed a farm on Cadboro Bay in the 1850s, it wasn’t until the early 1900s that Oak Bay gained popularity with wealthy Victoria residents as a place to live. British influences can still be seen in much of the residential architecture, but the commercial district along Oak Bay Avenue is an inviting mix of new and old, both in building styles and shopping and dining experiences.


At the north end of Oak Bay, Uplands Park is a good place to see the neighborhood’s namesake Garry oak trees, some of which are 400 years old. The park also protects Cattle Point, a rocky headland with sweeping ocean views.


University of Victoria


Home to around 22,000 students during the school year, this sprawling campus sits on a high point of land at the northern end of Oak Bay. Established in 1903 as Victoria College and affiliated with Montreal’s famed McGill University for many years, the facility gained autonomy in 1963 and has grown in stature to now be ranked one of the world’s top universities. Encompassing 163 hectares (400 acres), the campus is dominated by a perfectly circular ring road that completely surrounds the academic facilities. Outside the ring road are university-related buildings, such as residences and sporting facilities, as well as the forested diversion of Mystic Vale.


A good starting point for exploring the campus is the Welcome Centre (street level of the University Centre, Ring Rd., 250/721-7211, 8:30am-4:30pm Mon.-Fri., 11:30am-3:30pm Sat.). Campus walking tours are mostly attended by potential students, but anyone is welcome to join the groups. Tours (1pm-2:30pm Mon.-Sat.) depart from the Welcome Centre.


Onward from Oak Bay


From Oak Bay, head southwest along Cadboro Bay Road and then Yates Street to get back downtown (around 8 kilometers/5 miles), or continue north along Cadboro Bay Road and then Arbutus Road to eventually reach Highway 17, the main route north up the Saanich Peninsula toward famous Butchart Gardens. Along the latter route, the road passes through Mount Douglas Park, which extends from the summit of Mount Douglas to the calm water of Cordova Bay. Walking trails dominated by towering Douglas fir and cedar trees lead to the park’s 260-meter (850-foot) summit and down to a sandy stretch of beach.


GORGE WATERWAY


This natural canal leads north from the Inner Harbour to Portage Inlet, a small saltwater lake beside Highway 1. At the far end of the waterway are Craigflower Manor and Craigflower Schoolhouse, two historically important buildings that are not open to the public but may be easily viewed from outside the grounds. They were built in the 1850s on what was the island’s first farm. To reach Craigflower, take Gorge Road (Hwy. 1A) north from downtown to the Craigflower Bridge (around 4 kilometers/2.5 miles). The schoolhouse is on the left, and the manor is across the bridge on the right.


The best way to see the Gorge is from sea level, aboard a Victoria Harbour Ferry (250/708-0201). This company runs funky little 12-passenger vessels (round-trip tour adults $30, seniors $28, children $15) to a turnaround point at Gorge Park by the Tillicum Road Bridge.


Point Ellice House


Built in 1861, the restored Point Ellice House (2616 Pleasant St., 250/380-6506, 11am-5pm daily May to mid-Sept., adults $6, children $3) sits amid beautiful gardens along the Gorge on Point Ellice, less than 2 kilometers (1.2 miles) from the Inner Harbour. The house’s second owner, Peter O’Reilly, a successful entrepreneur and politician, bought it in 1868 and entertained many distinguished guests here. Original Victorian-era artifacts clutter every nook and cranny of the interior. To get here from the Inner Harbour, jump aboard a Victoria Harbour Ferry (10 minutes, $16 round-trip), or by road, take Government or Douglas Streets north from downtown, turn left on Bay Street, and turn left again on Pleasant Street.



Craigflower Manor



Completed in 1856 using local lumber, stately Craigflower Manor on the Gorge Waterway was built for Kenneth McKenzie, who employed colonists to farm the surrounding land. It was one of the island’s first farms and helped in the transition of the area from a fur-trading camp to a permanent settlement. Surrounded by commercial and residential sprawl, the scene today is a far cry from the 1800s, when the grand home was a social hub for Victorian socialites and naval officers from nearby Esquimalt. Although currently closed for tours, you can appreciate the pioneer architecture from the street and admire the adjacent garden filled with the same vegetables and herbs that the original owners planted.


Directly across the Gorge Waterway is Craigflower Schoolhouse, dating from a similar era as the manor and built with lumber cut from a steam-powered sawmill operated by the McKenzie family. It served children from the adjacent farm, while the second floor provided living quarters for the teacher’s family.


To reach Craigflower, take Gorge Road (Hwy. 1A) north from downtown to the Craigflower Bridge (around 4 kilometers/2.5 miles). The schoolhouse is on the left, and the manor is across the bridge on the right.


WEST OF DOWNTOWN


CFB Esquimalt Naval & Military Museum


The small CFB Esquimalt Naval & Military Museum (250/363-4312, 8am-4pm Mon.-Fri., adults $5, seniors and children $3) lies within the confines of Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Esquimalt, on Esquimalt Harbour west of downtown. A couple of buildings have been opened to the public, displaying naval, military, and general maritime memorabilia. To get here from downtown, take the Johnson Street Bridge and follow Esquimalt Road to Admirals Road; turn north, then take Naden Way, and you’re on the base; follow the museum signs.


Hatley Park National Historic Site


Hatley Park National Historic Site (2005 Sooke Rd., 250/391-2666) protects a sprawling estate established over 100 years ago by James Dunsmuir, son of coal baron Robert Dunsmuir and then premier of British Columbia. The site has also been used as a military college and is currently part of Royal Roads University. Visitors are invited to walk through the classic Edwardian-style garden, a rose garden, and a Japanese garden, and to stroll through an old-growth forest that extends to Esquimalt Lagoon. Dunsmuir’s imposing 40-room mansion is also open for guided tours (four times daily Mon.-Fri. summer, adults $18, seniors $15.50, students $10.50).
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1: Hatley Park National Historic Site 2: Craigdarroch Castle 3: Wander out onto the Ogden Point Breakwater for sweeping ocean views. 4: Fisgard Lighthouse at Fort Rodd Hill





Fort Rodd Hill National Historic Site


Clinging to a headland across the harbor entrance from CFB Esquimalt, the picturesque Fort Rodd Hill National Historic Site (603 Fort Rodd Hill Rd., Colwood, 250/478-5849, 10am-5:30pm daily mid-Feb.-Oct., 9am-4:30pm daily Nov.-mid-Feb., adults $5, seniors $4, children $2.50) comprises Fort Rodd, built in 1898 to protect the fleets of ships in the harbor, and Fisgard Lighthouse, which dates to 1873. The expansive grounds are an interesting place to explore; audio stations bring the sounds of the past alive, much of the original fortifications are open for exploration, workrooms are furnished as they were at the turn of the 20th century, and on a low rocky outcrop, the lighthouse has been fully restored and is open to visitors. To get here from downtown, take the Old Island Highway (Gorge Rd.), turn left on Belmont Road, and then left onto Ocean Boulevard. By bus, take bus 50 from downtown, then transfer to bus 52.




The Salmon Life Cycle


Each fall, thousands of chum salmon return to spawning grounds along the Goldstream River, an event that is repeated along shallow streams and rivers all around Vancouver Island. Chum are one of five salmon species native to local waters. All are anadromous—that is, they are born in freshwater, live most of their lives in saltwater, and then return to freshwater to spawn. The life cycle of these creatures is truly amazing. Hatching from small red eggs upriver from the ocean, the fry find their way to the ocean, undergoing massive internal changes along the way that allow them to survive in saltwater. Depending on the species, they then spend two to six years in the open water, traveling as far as the Bering Sea.


After reaching maturity, they begin the epic journey back to their birthplace, to the exact patch of gravel on the same river from where they emerged. Their navigation system has evolved over a million years; it is believed that they rely on a sensory system that uses measurements of sunlight, the earth’s magnetic field, and atmospheric pressure to find their home river. Once the salmon are in range of their home river, scent takes over, returning them to the exact spot where they were born. Once the salmon reach freshwater, they stop eating. Unlike other species of fish, including Atlantic salmon, Pacific salmon die immediately after spawning—hence the importance of returning to their birthplace, a spot the salmon instinctively know gives them the best opportunity for the chance to reproduce successfully.





Esquimalt Lagoon


Easily recognized from the lookout point dotted across Fort Rodd Hill is Esquimalt Lagoon, immediately to the west. The lagoon’s protected waters are a haven for a great variety of birdlife, including shorebirds such as gulls, terns, black oystercatchers, plovers, sandpipers, and killdeers. Waterfowl present throughout summer include mergansers, pinheads, grebes, Canada geese, swans, cormorants, and great blue herons, as well as buffleheads, which migrate through in late fall. The lagoon is separated from the open water by a narrow 1.5-kilometer (0.9-mile) causeway. An unpaved road leads along its length, providing access to a driftwood-strewn beach that is a popular swimming and sunbathing spot in summer. Access is along Ocean Boulevard, down the forested road beyond the Fort Rodd Hill National Historic Site turnoff.


S GOLDSTREAM PROVINCIAL PARK


Lying 20 kilometers (12 miles) from the heart of Victoria, this 390-hectare (960-acre) park straddles the Trans-Canada Highway northwest of downtown on its loop around the south end of Saanich Inlet.


The park’s most distinctive natural feature is the Goldstream River, which flows north into the Finlayson Arm of Saanich Inlet. Forests of ancient Douglas fir and western red cedar flank the river; orchids flourish in forested glades; and at higher elevations, forests of lodgepole pine, western hemlock, and maple thrive.


Salmon Viewing


Although Goldstream is a great place to visit any time of year, the natural highlight occurs late October through December, when mostly chum salmon—and limited numbers of cohos and chinooks—fight their way upriver through the park to spawn themselves out on the same shallow gravel bars where they were born four years previously. Bald eagles begin arriving in December, feeding off the spawned-out salmon until February. From the picnic area parking lot, 2 kilometers (1.2 miles) north of the campground turnoff, a trail leads 400 meters (440 yards) along the Goldstream River to Freeman King Visitor Centre (250/478-9414, www.goldstreampark.com, 9am-4:30pm daily, free), where the life cycle of salmon is described.


Practicalities


The park’s only campground (519/858-6161 or 800/689-9025, https://camping.bcparks.ca, Apr.-Oct., $35) is on the west side of the Trans-Canada Highway 19 kilometers (11 miles) from downtown. It offers 159 well-spaced campsites scattered through an old-growth forest—it’s one of the most beautiful settings you could imagine close to a capital city. The campground offers free hot showers but no hookups. Many walking trails begin from the campground, including to the most scenic section of the Goldstream River, and back across the highway to the visitors center. The campground entrance is on the edge of the small town of Goldstream, where you can find a midsize grocery store.


To reach the excellent Freeman King Visitor Centre (250/478-9414, www.goldstreampark.com, 9am-4:30pm daily, free), look for the parking lot on the east side of the Trans-Canada Highway, 2 kilometers (1.2 miles) north of the campground turnoff. From the main parking area, the center is an easy 400-meter (440-yard) walk along a forested trail. In addition to displays, the center hosts interpretive programs throughout summer and the fall salmon- and eagle-viewing season; it also has a bookstore.


SAANICH PENINSULA


The Saanich Peninsula is the finger of land that extends north from downtown. It holds Victoria’s most famous attraction, Butchart Gardens, as well as Victoria International Airport and the main arrival point for ferries from Tsawwassen. If you’ve caught the ferry over to Vancouver Island from Tsawwassen, you’ll have arrived at Swartz Bay, on the northern tip of the Saanich Peninsula; from here it’s a clear run down Highway 17 to downtown Victoria and the waterfront town of Sidney. If you’re coming from Goldstream Provincial Park, head north, or from Nanaimo on Highway 1, head south, to reach Mill Bay, where a ferry departs regularly for Brentwood Bay on the Saanich Peninsula. (Brentwood Bay is home to Butchart Gardens.) Ferries run in both directions nine times 7:30am-6pm daily. Peak one-way fares for the 25-minute crossing cost adults $7, children $3.50, and vehicles $17.50. For exact times, contact BC Ferries (250/386-3431, www.bcferries.com).
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