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LONG DESCRIPTION

Cover image of Kitty Care by Susan McCann. Cover shows two cat illustration of cats. On the left-hand side there is a Siamese cat kneading a blue cushion. On the right-hand side a ginger cat plays with a blue ball of wool. All the illustrations here and in the rest of the book are coloured line drawings in a cartoon style.
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Introduction


The moment a cat chooses you to be their guardian is truly a special one. As mysterious as they are charming, as wise as they are elegant, these self-possessed creatures continue to fascinate and hold us in the palm of their paw.


Your kitty is a small, furry wonder of evolution, and this book will help you to understand more about them, from their wild ancestry and the phenomenal skills your domestic kitty has inherited, to interpreting their unique body language and behaviours (easy when you know how!).


Are you getting some cattitude or is your cat trying to tell you something? Uncover the secrets to making your kitty happy and comfortable at home, as well as strengthening the fur-ever bond between you by interacting with them in the most appropriate ways. Learn when to back off and when your cat needs your help.


[image: Illustration of a cat playing with a ball of wool.]


This book is for all loving cat guardians seeking to understand what the world might truly look like to their adored kitty and how best to please that most discerning of beasts – the cat.












Chapter One [image: Illustration of a cat sitting with a neutral expression.]
 
 PUT YOURSELF IN THEIR PAWS







It’s a feline world 


Your adorable companion is more than just a cuddly fur bundle – they’re an amazing example of evolutionary adaptation.


Cats have outstanding sensory abilities. They have a supersonic hearing range, a wider field of vision than we do, and their fine sense of smell and touch sensitivity mean they experience the world in ways we humans can never imagine.


Cats are also among the most successful hunters on Earth. Their senses have evolved to be so perceptive that during the Middle Ages they were thought to have supernatural powers.


If you’re wondering how your cat can hear a visitor coming long before you do, read on. Understanding how a cat sees, hears and processes the world will bring you closer than ever to your feline loved one.










Sight


We all know that cats have striking eyes, particularly in the dark! But who has the best eyesight, a cat or a human? Let’s compare!
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LONG DESCRIPTION

Icon of a cat and icon of a human. The cat icon has a tick next to it to indicate that the cat wins the point for this round. The human icon has a cross to indicate that it has lost this round.







	
Cats have wider peripheral vision: Your kitty has a 200-degree field of vision, compared with our 180 degrees. All the better to spot that juicy mouse or identify any threats.
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LONG DESCRIPTION

Icon of a cat and icon of a human. The cat icon has a cross next to it to indicate that the cat loses the point for this round. The human icon has a tick to indicate that it wins this round.







	
Cats are mid-sighted: Cats find it difficult to focus on objects that are very close, preferring to use their whiskers. Their long-distance vision isn’t great, either. A human can see an object clearly at 30–60 m (100–200 ft) away, but a cat would need to be 6 m (20 ft) away to see with the same clarity.
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LONG DESCRIPTION

Icon of a cat and icon of a human. The cat icon has a cross next to it to indicate that the cat loses the point for this round. The human icon has a tick to indicate that it wins this round.







	
Cats have red/green colour blindness: Humans can see a whole rainbow of colour with greater resolution and have three types of “cones” or colour receptors in their eyes. Cats only have two types, meaning that red and green appear to them as shades of grey. They have better luck with shades of blue and yellow, but they seem to rely more on brightness than colour.
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LONG DESCRIPTION

Icon of a cat and icon of a human.The cat icon has a tick next to it to indicate that the cat wins the point for this round. The human icon has a cross to indicate that it has lost this round.







	
Motion sensor: Given the cat’s hunting prowess, it makes sense that their eyes are much more sensitive to movement than a human’s. They can spot objects moving at very fast speeds, enabling them to locate and pounce with deadly precision.
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LONG DESCRIPTION

Icon of a cat and icon of a human. The cat icon has a tick next to it to indicate that the cat wins the point for this round. The human icon has a cross to indicate that it has lost this round.







	
Low-light vision: Although many people consider cats nocturnal, they’re actually crepuscular, meaning they’re active at dawn and dusk. Your kitty has extra light-sensitive receptors and can see six to eight times better than you at these low-light times of day – all the better to hunt breakfast with.












And the winner is…


Kitties score higher for wider peripheral vision, quicker detection of movement and low-light vision, while humans enjoy a greater range of colour and distance. However, that’s three out of five for kitty… So that’s a win for your feline!




Ever wondered what makes your cat’s eyes glow so vividly when light (such as moonlight) shines on them in the dark? Their pupils can expand more widely and absorb more light than ours, plus a cat’s eyes contain a reflective layer of tissue called a tapetum. This reflects light back to receptors in their eyes, leading to that beautiful green glow you know and love.













Hearing


Our kitties have the edge on us with their range of hearing, too. Cats can hear sounds from 700–900 m (2,300–3,000 ft) away (compared to a fairly measly 152 m (500 ft) for humans), which is the equivalent to approximately 100 London buses nose to tail, or the length of four trains containing 12 coaches each.


Their supersonic hearing is four to five times better than ours, and they can hear more frequencies than dogs too. With a sonic range exceeding 10.5 octaves, compared with 9.3 in humans, they have a particular talent for hearing high-pitched sounds.


[image: ]










Supersonic hunters


Those furry little triangles are not just adorable, they’re wonders of feline engineering technology. Your cat’s external ears (pinnae) act like little radars or satellite dishes that swivel around to detect noises and funnel them into the ear canal.


There are 32 muscles located in the pinnae, helping your kitty to move their outer ears very precisely. Their amazing ears can move independently of each other – in different directions at the same time – and they have a rotation of up to 180 degrees.


This allows cats to pinpoint the exact location of different sounds – pointing their ears in a specific direction increases cats’ capacity to hear what is happening in that area by up to 20 per cent!


This also means they do not have to spend ages chasing prey and can instead lie in wait, pouncing at exactly the right moment.










Precision hunting


Cats can distinguish differences in sound down to as little as one-tenth of a tone, allowing them to correctly identify the type, size and location of whatever is making the noise. This information is crucial for their survival, as well as for deciding whether to pursue prey or let it go.


Graceful as a cat


Your feline’s gymnastic grace is also down to their ears. The vestibular system, located in the inner ear, is responsible for your little athlete’s balance when they’re performing a high-wire act along the top of the fence. Inner-ear problems can cause issues with hearing and balance, which impact both hunting and survival abilities.



OEBPS/images/chapter.jpg





OEBPS/00_Nav.xhtml




CONTENTS





		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright



		Contents



		Introduction



		Chapter One: Put Yourself in Their Paws



		It’s a feline world 



		Sight



		Hearing



		Supersonic hunters



		Precision hunting



		Sense of smell



		How does a cat’s sense of smell work?



		What else do cats use their sense of smell for?



		Smelly facts



		Taste



		Touch



		Whiskers



		Natural routine and active hours



		A day in the life of a cat



		Precision jumping



		Who needs a sat nav?









		Chapter Two: How to Speak Cat



		Ears



		Tail position



		Positive cat tail signs



		Negative cat tail signs



		Eyes



		Staring



		Body posture



		Cats and belly rubs



		Sounds



		Growling and hissing



		Cat behaviours



		Scent sharing



		Rubbing



		Scratching



		Tips for preserving your furniture



		Your cat’s love language



		The nose kiss



		Kneading



		Why do cats knead?



		Kicking



		Anxious cat



		Happy cat



		Angry cat



		Unwell or distressed cat









		Chapter Three: How to Interact with Your Cat



		Should I pick up my cat?



		How to pick up a cat



		Knowing when they’ve had enough 



		Picking up a nervous cat



		Communicate like a pro



		Petting your cat



		How to pet a cat



		Where should I stroke my cat?



		Playtime!



		How to play with your cat



		Solo play



		Make your own puzzle feeder



		Playing safely



		Being paw-lite



		When to give a cat space



		Cat massage



		Giving your cat a full-body massage



		Head, neck and face massage



		Massaging your cat’s paws



		Top massage tips









		Chapter Four: How to Keep Your Cat Happy



		Making your home cat-friendly



		Dominant – moi?



		Giving your cat vertical space



		Somewhere to scratch



		Litter trays



		Creating a cat-friendly garden



		Protecting your garden



		Routine



		Quiet time



		Is my cat unhappy? 



		Is my cat bored?



		Entertaining your cat









		Last Word



		Image credits









		Backmatter













Pages





		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128













Landmarks





		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright



		Contents



		Introduction



		Chapter One: Put Yourself in Their Paws



		Backmatter











OEBPS/images/title.jpg
A Guide to
Understanding
and Building a
Susan McCann Lifelong Bond
5L Fin Kendall with Your Cat

summersdale





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
A Guide to
Understanding
and Building a
Susan McCann Lifelong Bond
- Fin Kendall with Your Cat





OEBPS/images/p11-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/p5-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/p8-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/p8-1.jpg





