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For my three sisters—and for all sisters everywhere.
















“You can kid the world, but not your sister.”


—CHARLOTTE GRAY


author & historian





Having a sister is winning the lottery.


It means knowing someone’s always got your back.


Being a sister means showing up when things go wrong.


It means keeping your comments to yourself sometimes.


It means never, ever saying “I told you so.” (She already knows.)
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The emotional roller coaster of sisterhood has perhaps never been painted more poetically (and more accurately) than it was by Louisa May Alcott in Little Women, when Amy, who is left out of a special event, retaliates with an epic betrayal—burning the book big sister Jo has been writing. What follows is a battle of wills, a dramatic turnaround, and, ultimately, total forgiveness. Just another week in the life of sisters.





A sister is a piece of you.


She’s a friend from the very beginning—your practice friend for all other friendships in life.




“Sisters share the scent and smells… the feel of a common childhood.”


—PAM BROWN


poet





A sister keeps you young, because she knew you when you were seven… and thirteen… and twenty-one.


A sister is a second memory bank—the ultimate backup.


A sister knows at a glance exactly what you’re thinking. You don’t have to say it or roll your eyes or smile or cry. She just knows.
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Tennis icons Venus and Serena Williams have been competing against—and cheering for—each other since they were tiny. They’ve gone head-to-head on the court dozens of times (both sisters have held the title of No. 1 in the world in women’s singles) yet they are famously close. “My first job is big sister,” Venus once said, “and I take that very seriously.”







“She’s the toughest player I ever played in my life and the best person I know.”


—SERENA WILLIAMS


tennis player, on her sister Venus
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