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FOREWORD


Sometimes in life you meet someone who has a unique way of interpreting the sphere in which you work. To me, Jonny Cooper is that person. Two colleagues at the BBC, Ian Woodcock and Ronan Sully, introduced me to Jonny many seasons ago as a prospective guest on BBC Radio Leeds. He sat down in front of the microphone and immediately made data and statistics accessible and entertaining to me. Now, bearing in mind I’m a lad who failed his maths O level back in the 1980s at the first time of asking, this was no mean feat.


Jonny’s info is often amusing but it’s also incredibly useful to me as a broadcaster. He digs out those hidden gems and will throw in a stat so unexpected – covering anything from Steve Morison’s cheese wedge-bound shot to the percentage of vowels in Ao Tanaka’s name – that you can hardly believe it’s true. That’s Jonny’s brilliance. He combines his love for Leeds United, football and analysis with being entertaining and informative. His work is worth talking about – and now, it’s worth reading.


With this book Jonny has dissected the miracle of Marcelo and the Farke phenomenon to explore the club’s two recent returns to the Premier League, but he’s also gone much further than that. The previous golden eras, the heartbreaks, the legendary players and goals, and all the bits in between. It’s a celebration of all things Leeds – even of the bits some fans might rather forget …


And the Bielsa era is the perfect case in point of why Jonny’s work is so useful. Somewhere amid the swirling, spellbinding magic of Marcelo, someone needed to draw those straight lines to help us all understand why Bielsaball was so effective for three years. Jonny did just that, not by the obvious goals for and against columns or simple possession stats, but – for example – by showing that a former Yeovil Town right-back eclipsed the Ballon d’Or holder into second place for progressing the ball upfield across Europe’s top five divisions in 2020–21. Leeds United’s Luke Ayling carried the ball for almost four miles that season, more than Barcelona’s Lionel Messi. These nuggets are relevant to me because they tell a story through statistics, illuminating further what fans are seeing on the pitch and creating discussion.


Jonny’s research is also brilliant for a juicy quiz question, or just a nibble of history, especially on a long journey for an awayer at Plymouth or Norwich. Look at the glittering Revie era for example. We all know about Jack Charlton’s appearance record or who scored the winner in 1972, but Jonny can tell you the only player whose surname began with the letter A who made an appearance during the legendary manager’s 741-game tenure. That will keep you going until Leicester Forest services at least.


One of my other favourites is how Jonny likes to bewitch us every year with this classic: which player is the only one to have played in a Premier League game on 31 October whose name contains every letter of the word ‘Halloween’? No clues, but I used to work with him. Get in, Jonny, for mining that gold within the pages of this book.


Although I do keep a record of appearances, goals, cautions and contracts, I would not class myself as particularly driven by data. Conveying what I witness into a mental picture is often all about the moment and having to be a bit off the cuff – I’d like to think I’m a bit like if Pablo Hernández was on commentary, right? As such, it is an interpretation; it is prone to an element of subjectivity rather than being definitive. Cooper and his Opta cohort are far more accurate than any commentator, but Jonny stands out as he mixes figures with fascination. It is an addictive elixir he concocts, judging by how much his offerings are retweeted or shared across social media. A geek maybe to some, but he is a genius to me – and more than that, he’s also a fine gentleman.


Oh, and there is one statistic I would be absolutely cast-iron sure of reiterating on the mic and that is: ‘One Jonny Cooper, there’s only one Jonny Cooper.’


Adam Pope





INTRODUCTION



I was fortunate to start supporting Leeds United when they were one of the best clubs in the country. They finished third in the first season I can remember in 1999–00 and reached the semi-finals of the UEFA Cup, when I was only five years old. It is strange how vividly things stick in your head as a kid, but my first Leeds memory is watching highlights on Match of the Day of us beating Tottenham in February 2000 and then visiting my grandpa’s house in Swillington to watch us on Sky Sports a few times towards the end of that season. The one game that I particularly remember was away at Bradford City, when Neville Southall made his comeback aged forty-one. Michael Bridges scored the winner for Leeds and became my first favourite player, although – hopefully just a coincidence – he got injured almost as soon as I got his name printed on the back of my first shirt (the classic 2000–01 Strongbow home number).


At the start of the following season, my parents secretly entered a Yorkshire Evening Post competition to win a guided tour of Elland Road, with tickets to that evening’s game against a newly promoted Manchester City. We won the competition, and a couple of weeks before my dad took a detour to go past Elland Road to show me where we’d be going for the tour. I could not believe the size of it, and counted down the days until the day came. Leeds lost the game 2–1, with Lee Bowyer scoring our goal. Eleven days later, I got to go to my second game against newly promoted Ipswich Town. Leeds lost the game 2–1, with Lee Bowyer scoring our goal. Looking back years later I thought this was an odd statistical anomaly and, with the benefit of the research I’d done on Leeds United’s history, I could work out that this is the only time Leeds have lost consecutive home games by the same score with the same player scoring our goal. It will mean nothing to anyone else, but as they were my first two games it’s nice to know they had some small statistical relevance.


And that’s where the obsession started. After that, it was down to Garforth Library to repeatedly borrow Leeds United: A Complete Record (1919–1989) by Martin Jarred and Malcolm MacDonald, and pore over the statistics on all the managers, players and seasons the book offered. I remember being struck by the moustaches of Leeds City managers Gilbert Gillies and Frank Scott-Walford, and the lovely front cover with a great drawing of John Charles in the old gold and blue kit from the 1950s. I never actually owned a copy of this book until many years later I found it in the enormous Westwood bookshop in Sedbergh – and could hardly turn it down for £2.50.


VHS tapes (remember them?) of the great old Leeds teams were also watched on a weekly basis. The Glory Years narrated by John Motson looking at the team Don Revie built is a classic among Leeds fans and was one of my favourites, as was Leeds United’s 180 Goals, with all the goals scored between 1969 and 1990. At the start of that video, photos of the players flash up on screen (I can still see them now: Clarke, Lorimer, Giles, Gray, Charlton, Currie, Jordan, McKenzie, Sheridan). I remember watching that at my friend’s house and reeling them all off one by one and his mum being amazed at my knowledge. I suppose an eight-year-old seeing a photo of Arthur Graham (in a Bradford shirt) and being able to name him is quite odd looking back. The video that really stood out, however, was The Pain and the Glory, which featured footage of various eras or games of Leeds between the 1960s and early 90s, split up by a particular theme (the 1972 FA Cup final, Allan Clarke scoring goals, goalkeepers making great saves) with music played over the top. I almost wore that tape out, and years later our VHS machine chewed it up. It had never appeared on YouTube or the internet, so I was indebted to a fellow Leeds fan on Twitter who had a copy and sent it to me, allowing me to relive some childhood nostalgia. The section with clips of Billy Bremner and David Batty (generally just getting stuck in) is shown to the sounds of ‘Achy Breaky Heart’ by Billy Ray Cyrus, which is now my karaoke song, while the section with Colchester knocking Leeds out of the FA Cup in 1971 has ‘Lessons in Love’ by Level 42 playing, who are one of my favourite bands. Leeds influencing my life everywhere.


Fast-forward to 2012, my last year of sixth form. I’d had a season ticket at Leeds since 2004–05, in which time I’d seen precisely zero seasons of Premier League football, one relegation to League One and one promotion from League One. And yet, Leeds United were still my passion. So, too, were the stats behind the team. In summer 2012, an opportunity arose for someone to take over as the researcher for Leeds on Football Manager, a game I’d played religiously since 2005. It was an unpaid role but you got the game free at the end of it (and your name in the credits). I went for it and got it, and for three years I was in charge of rating the players and their potential (remember Monty Gimpel? I got that one wrong), as well as trying to track the general chaos in the ownership at Leeds at that time as Ken Bates handed over to GFH Sports. There was also a slightly bizarre situation in early 2014 where allegedly the Leeds board refused to sanction the signing of Ashley Barnes because his stats on the game were worse than the ones that I’d rated for our own Luke Varney, and so apparently they believed the signing made no sense. So, in some ways I was partially responsible for Barnes never playing for Leeds – you can either blame or thank me for that, whichever you feel is applicable.


In June 2013, the head researcher at Football Manager sent round an email to all the club researchers flagging a job we might be interested in, while stressing he had no links to it himself. It was for a role at Opta Sports to be a data editor, and they had just opened an office in Leeds. Reading the application form, I realised it was the dream job for me. After turning down offers from universities to study sports journalism, I was now working at my local Tesco, and a few days after applying – with a cover letter in which I mentioned as many niche 1990s footballers as possible (hello Hamilton Ricard) – I was invited to an interview. I arrived twenty minutes early wearing an orange tie because a lady I’d seen in Next said she worked for a recruiter and ‘orange ties stand out’. If they do, it didn’t help me this time, as I missed out on the job. At nineteen, I’d probably have been the youngest data editor in Opta history (there’s a stat for you), and I’d have to wait for the next opening.


Finally, two years later (after badgering them asking about jobs for most of that time), they had a vacancy and needed someone to start within a week. I was ready. I handed in my notice at Tesco and worked my last shift on 7 August, finishing at midnight. I started at Opta the following morning, which was also the opening day of the 2015–16 season, working alongside the person who had got the job ahead of me two years beforehand (we got on very well – no hard feelings, Chris). Ten years later, I’m still there and love it.


It has been fascinating to see the change in football in the decade I’ve been with Opta. To give you an overview of what our department does, we provide the data and statistics that a broadcaster such as Sky use in their analysis, finding the interesting pieces of information you hear a commentator share when a player breaks a record, or when a team has had an astonishing number of shots in a game. Our job is not only to keep on top of the trends but to identify the trends ourselves: are teams scoring more goals from set pieces? Why is the goals-per-game in the top-flight at its highest since the mid-1960s? Are managers getting younger? Are goalkeepers passing the ball more, and at shorter distances? These are just a small number of questions we will be asked on a weekly basis by our clients, including journalists, broadcasters, leagues, organisations, clubs themselves and even the betting industry. The beautiful thing about football is every day there is something new – you never know if a player will assist five goals in a game, a team will receive four red cards, or a manager will return to the Premier League out of the blue after a long exile. No two days in this job are ever the same.


Behind all that information is the Opta data insights team. Over the years, we have built an enormous database which is ready to answer any and all questions, helped along the way by our Opta Query Tool, Opta Search and Opta Live, extremely powerful tools we use every day. Hours, days and sometimes months of painstaking research will go into crafting specialist files which may only be used a couple of times a season but will provide the answer to a very specific query. Some of the files created and work produced over the years has been truly extraordinary and I’ve been so fortunate to work alongside fantastic people in my decade at Opta, many of whom are now not only colleagues (or ex-colleagues) but very good friends. I always say that we share the same common interest of football, so there’s never any shortage of conversation. It really is true – you can just sit around and name ex-footballers and never get bored.


It was this inspiration from files that were being created at Opta (and learning how to proficiently use Microsoft Excel) that led me to expand my own Leeds United database. In late 2016 I started to compile a file which had every player to play in every game in the club’s history, including whether they started the game, were substituted on or off, scored a goal or were an unused sub. Once I had the basics in there, I built it out further. I got hold of every player’s date of birth. I amalgamated other information I had in other files – which stadium each game was played at, who was the manager for each game, which position in the table were Leeds and their opponents on the day of the game. In a bigger project, I watched back every goal Leeds had scored from 1989–90 onwards and found who had assisted them. I’d love to go back further but unfortunately not every goal has been recorded before then, so it’s tricky to be completist. Given I spent dozens of hours of my childhood watching old season review tapes, this was not even in the slightest a chore, and it’s nice to have a couple of seasons’ worth of First Division assists before the Premier League started (Gordon Strachan had the most in 1990–91 and 1991–92 combined by the way, with 16).


It was great to then be able to use the files and apply them to the current team. In August 2017, Samuel Saiz scored a hat-trick on his debut, and it was fairly widely known that Carl Shutt was the last player to do this back in 1989. But he wasn’t the only one before Saiz – a chap called Percy Whipp had scored a hat-trick on his 1922 debut, and Don Weston managed it as well in 1962. Keeping the names of these players alive, many long forgotten, is really important to me. They all played a role in Leeds United’s history, and 103 years on from Whipp’s hat-trick, I doubt he thought someone with an Excel spreadsheet would be keeping his name in the mind of Leeds United supporters.


The arrival of Marcelo Bielsa in the summer of 2018 and the drastic improvement in the team also proved a huge inspiration in looking deeper into the data for just how on earth he had managed to do it, but it also inspired me to keep more on top of records being broken and highlight players doing particularly well across different metrics – of which there were numerous during the period. It is much easier – and more enjoyable – to find stats on Leeds when they are doing well, and the form of Pablo Hernández, Mateusz Klich, Luke Ayling, Kalvin Phillips and the vast majority of that promotion-winning team provided no end of statistical opportunities. Being able to compare against other Premier League teams after promotion – especially as we did so well that first season – was one of the great joys of my job so far. I became far more active on Twitter (I’ll always call it that) and started picking up more and more followers, and that led to more eyes being on the facts I produced. Without Bielsa transforming the football club and providing a resurgence when he did, I doubt very much I would be sat here right now writing this book.


So this book you’re now reading will look at some of the key eras in the club’s history from a statistical angle, offering new insight and trivia around some of the club’s most important figures, and then following the club’s 2024–25 title-winning season with all the best facts about the current band of heroes. It will be a chronological look at the many periods of the club, from the incredible Revie era, the resurgence under Howard Wilkinson and David O’Leary’s young team, to the many painful years outside of the top-flight until Bielsa came along and gave us a magical ride; and interspersed will be chapters on some of the club’s greatest ever goalscorers and a delve into our often laughably bad FA Cup record.


Whether you’re reading from cover to cover or dipping in and out into your favourite eras, my main aim is for everyone who reads this to learn something new in each chapter, or relive some of the brilliant, crazy or sometimes infuriating things that have happened in the vast history of our beloved Leeds United. I hope you enjoy reading it as much as I enjoyed writing it.


Marching on together.





1



THE REVIE ERA


All Leeds fans are brought up on the stories and video clips of the great Revie team. ‘And poor Southampton just don’t know what day it is,’ says legendary commentator Barry Davies as Leeds, 7–0 up, stroke the ball around at Elland Road with Saints players chasing shadows (in truth, some of the efforts of the Southampton players to get the ball back are half-hearted at best). Every time I watch that clip, I am always awaiting the sad moment when Paul Madeley ends the long sequence by giving it away with a loose pass – though he does win it back immediately.


There’s no escaping the era on any trip to Elland Road. The statues of Bremner and Revie are regular meeting spots outside the ground. The four stands at the stadium are named after Revie, John Charles, Norman Hunter and Jack Charlton. The road leading to the park-and-ride is named Bobby Collins Way. If you’re lucky enough to be in the hospitality section, you’ll more than likely bump into Paul Reaney. For many years, my dad and I would go to the Pavilion opposite the East Stand before a game and on the stage would be Peter Lorimer speaking to an old teammate, usually Allan Clarke, Mick Jones or Terry Yorath. Clarke’s passion for Leeds had never dimmed, and barely a week would go by without him asserting that the great Revie side would beat whoever the top side in the country was in the present day. This would always be greeted with rapturous applause.


Clarke’s claim can be disputed but what can’t be is that, for the ten years they spent in the English top-flight under Revie, Leeds United were the best side, statistically, in the country and Europe. The excellent John Motson-narrated VHS The Glory Years looks at the ten years of Leeds from 1965 to 1975, culminating in reaching the European Cup final the year after Revie left. This chapter (sadly, without the lovely Glory Years soundtrack) will look at the period between 1964 and 1974 and examine how Revie’s Leeds can claim they were the best side of the era and one of the finest teams English football has ever seen.


What came before


It is hard to now imagine Leeds United without Don Revie, but the club did have some top-flight pedigree before he joined – albeit in much different circumstances. They’d featured in eighteen seasons at England’s top table between 1924 and 1960, but in four of those they’d been relegated and had only managed to finish higher than eighth once. This fifth-place finish in 1929–30 was the club’s high point up to Revie’s appointment. They’d led the division after fourteen games in 1929 but then lost five games in a row to slide down the table, and they wouldn’t go top of the top-flight again until 1965. Their only other brief foray with a title challenge before Revie had been in 1937–38, when the goals of Gordon Hodgson fired them to second spot on New Year’s Eve. From New Year’s Day until the end of the season, Leeds had the fourth worst form in the division and finished ninth. They simply weren’t a side who were ever likely to win the league title, and spent more days (fifty-five) top of the table in their first season in the First Division under Revie in 1964–65 than they managed in all eighteen seasons beforehand (fifty-one).


Between 1924–25 and 1959–60, the club’s average finish in the top-flight had been fifteenth, and in that time they’d conceded 188 goals more than they’d scored themselves, the worst record of any team to play in the top-flight in that timeframe. Twenty-two teams played in as many top-flight seasons as Leeds had between 1924 and 1960, and the Whites had the lowest points-per-game (0.89) and lowest average finish (fifteenth) of those twenty-two. Leeds really weren’t very good, sadly.


Revie turned all that on its head. Under his near-decade of leadership, between 1964–65 and 1973–74, Leeds won 237 top-flight games. This was only fourteen fewer than they’d managed in the thirty-six years between 1924 and 1960. There were thirty-one more clean sheets, 739 more days top of the table and 281 days fewer spent at the foot of the First Division. Although the Football League operated on goal average in those days (until 1976, teams locked on the same points would be separated by their goal average, which was goals scored divided by goals conceded; this was scrapped as it favoured more defensive teams), looking at it through the more modern idea of goal difference, Leeds had a positive difference of 342 goals under Revie, compared to conceding 188 more previously. It took Leeds until a 4–1 win over West Ham in December 1969 to get their First Division accumulative goal difference into a positive figure, the first time they’d done so since November 1924.






	Leeds United in the First Division


	Before Revie


	Under Revie







	Games


	756


	420







	Wins


	251


	237







	Draws


	171


	110







	Losses


	334


	73







	Goals


	1,145


	727







	Goals Conceded


	1,333


	385







	Goal Difference


	-188


	+342







	Points


	673


	584







	Win %


	33%


	56%







	Defeat %


	44%


	17%







	Points per Game


	0.89


	1.39







	Average Final Position


	14.8


	2.3







	Clean Sheets


	146


	177







	Days Top of the League


	51


	790







	Days in Top Four


	453


	2,096







	Days Bottom of the League


	288


	7









Ten-year dominance


From the start of the 1964–65 season until the end of 1973–74, Leeds United won thirty-six more points than any other side in the First Division; in the days of two points for a win, this equates to eighteen wins. Nine clubs were ever-present in that time and Leeds won 100 more games than two of those (Stoke and West Ham), winning almost 200 points more than both of those sides. Leeds’ nearest challengers were Bill Shankly’s Liverpool, but even his terrific side lost sixteen more games than Leeds in that era, with the Whites responsible for seven of those defeats.






	Pos.


	Division One – 1964–65 – 1973–74


	P


	W


	D


	L


	Pts







	1


	Leeds United


	420


	237


	110


	73


	584







	2


	Liverpool


	420


	217


	114


	89


	548







	3


	Arsenal


	420


	184


	114


	122


	482







	4


	Chelsea


	420


	181


	118


	121


	480







	5


	Manchester United


	420


	178


	119


	123


	475







	6


	Tottenham Hotspur


	420


	177


	116


	127


	470







	7


	Everton


	420


	174


	119


	127


	467







	8


	Stoke City


	420


	137


	120


	163


	394







	9


	West Ham United


	420


	137


	114


	169


	388








Even accounting for points-per-game, only Derby County came anywhere near close to Leeds and Liverpool over that ten-year period, with the Rams featuring in the last five seasons in this era.






	Division One – 1964–65 – 1973–74


	P


	W


	D


	L


	Pts


	PPG







	Leeds United


	420


	237


	110


	73


	584


	1.39







	Liverpool


	420


	217


	114


	89


	548


	1.30







	Derby County


	210


	98


	51


	61


	247


	1.18








Leeds were the leading scorers across the decade, hitting 727 goals at an average of 1.73 per game. They top-scored in both 1969–70 and 1970–71 and were in the top two scorers in the First Division in each of their final five seasons under Revie. In only one season (1966–67, when they were fourteenth top scorers) were they not among the five leading scorers in a First Division season.






	Division One – 1964–65 – 1973–74


	Games


	Goals


	Goals per Game







	Leeds United


	420


	727


	1.73







	Manchester United


	420


	685


	1.63







	Chelsea


	420


	641


	1.53







	Liverpool


	420


	639


	1.52







	Tottenham Hotspur


	420


	638


	1.52







	West Ham United


	420


	638


	1.52








Defensively, Leeds once again led the way across those ten seasons, keeping 177 clean sheets and conceding just 0.92 goals per game, which was a marginally lower rate than Liverpool’s in that era (0.917 versus 0.921). Across 420 games, Leeds only conceded four goals in a game on seven occasions (only once at home) and only twice did they concede five goals. In fact, Leeds conceded four goals at Elland Road more often in the space of four days in March 2014 than they did at home in the top-flight under Revie, in 4–2 and 5–1 defeats to Reading and Bolton respectively. The defence – which across the ten seasons featured Sprake (306 times), Hunter (397), Reaney (362), Charlton (314) and Cooper (237) – was the bedrock of the team.






	Division One – 1964–65 – 1973–74


	Clean Sheets







	Leeds United


	177







	Liverpool


	162







	Arsenal


	142







	Everton


	138







	Tottenham Hotspur


	130







	Manchester United


	119












	Division One – 1964–65 – 1973–74


	Games


	Goals Conceded


	Conceded per Game







	Leeds United


	420


	385


	0.92







	Liverpool


	420


	387


	0.92







	Derby County


	210


	220


	1.05







	Everton


	420


	483


	1.15







	Manchester City


	336


	391


	1.16







	Arsenal


	420


	492


	1.17








In those ten seasons, seven different clubs won the top-flight title, with three sides winning it twice – Leeds, Liverpool and Manchester United. Leeds spent the most days top of the top-flight table in that time, however, spending 153 more days at the summit than any other team (790). They never finished outside the top four at the end of any of those ten campaigns and spent 2,096 days in the top four in total, meaning Leeds were in the top four of the First Division for 78% of the time.






	Division One – 1964–65 – 1973–74


	Days Top







	Leeds United


	790







	Liverpool


	637







	Manchester United


	431







	Everton


	225







	Chelsea


	181







	Manchester City


	99












	Division One – 1964–65 – 1973–74


	Days in Top 4







	Leeds United


	2,096







	Liverpool


	1,641







	Manchester United


	924







	Arsenal


	877







	Chelsea


	803







	Everton


	697








The title-winning side of 1968–69 set many new records; they had the fewest defeats (two), most points (sixty-seven), best goal average (2.54) and fewest goals conceded (twenty-six) of any top-flight champion in a forty-two-game season at that stage. After a 5–1 defeat to Burnley in October 1968, Leeds then went the remaining twenty-eight league matches undefeated, only conceding the opening goal in two of those and conceding a measly eleven times. This unbeaten run carried over into the following season, and a 4–1 win against Nottingham Forest was their thirty-first game without losing, breaking a record that Burnley had held since 1920 (clearly Leeds had taken that 5–1 defeat personally, getting revenge with a 6–1 win in December 1968 and breaking their unbeaten record). The thirty-four-game unbeaten run ended with a 3–2 defeat at Everton, and that remained a record until 1978, when Forest – against whom Leeds had broken the record in 1969 – went forty-two games without defeat.


Ahead of 1973–74, on the back of defeats to Sunderland and AC Milan in the FA Cup and Cup Winners’ Cup finals, Don Revie challenged his team to go the entire season unbeaten in the First Division. This hadn’t been done since the inaugural season of 1888–89, when Preston lost none of their twenty-two matches to win the title. As discussed, only two teams had gone thirty or more matches unbeaten in top-flight history – Leeds and Burnley – and yet here was Revie convinced that his great side could remain undefeated for forty-two games. And they gave it a bloody good go. The longest unbeaten start previously was nineteen matches by Liverpool in 1949–50, but Revie’s team broke that record with a 2–1 victory at Stamford Bridge in December 1973. The run continued until the twenty-ninth match of the campaign, a 2–0 win at Manchester United, before losing 3–2 to Stoke in the thirtieth game. Since then, only Arsenal – who went the entire, thirty-eight-game 2003–04 season undefeated – have had a longer run without losing from the start of the season. It kick-started a run of four defeats in seven games for Leeds, but they still recovered and lifted the title.




Leeds only failed to win six First Division games when they led by two goals under Don Revie but three of them were against Stoke City, in January 1966 (drew 2–2), September 1972 (drew 2–2) and February 1974 (lost 3–2).





Revie’s final game in charge was a 1–0 victory against Queens Park Rangers at Loftus Road in April 1974, and it was destined to be his last ever First Division match with any side. That meant that Revie had finished inside the top four of the First Division in every single season – the first club to achieve this kind of run in the English top-flight ever. It had been an unprecedented period of continued quality that would not be matched for almost twenty years and wasn’t matched by another manager until Alex Ferguson did it – but even he had seasons where he finished below the top four; Revie never did.






	First Season


	Last Season


	Team


	Consecutive Seasons in Top 4







	1964–65


	1973–74


	Leeds United


	10







	1981–82


	1990–91


	Liverpool


	10







	1991–92


	2012–13


	Manchester United


	22







	1996–97


	2015–16


	Arsenal


	20







	2010–11


	Ongoing


	Manchester City


	15








European adventures


Much as Leeds dominated English football in their ten seasons under Revie, their totals in Europe were similarly impressive. Leeds were in Europe every season from 1965–66 – by virtue of their runners-up finish in the 1964–65 season – until Revie’s departure and reached at least the last sixteen in all but one season. They reached six semi-finals, more than any other club in all of Europe, and four finals, winning two and losing two. Leeds were statistically the best team in European football under Don Revie.


Leeds United’s first six seasons in European football make for remarkable reading: semi-finalists, finalists, winners, quarter-finalists, semi-finalists and winners. Leeds played sixty-one games and only lost ten, with only Real Zaragoza, Ujpest Dozsa and Celtic winning at Elland Road. They had no less than two 16–0 aggregate victories, over Spora Luxembourg in 1967 and Lyn Oslo in 1969, the latter of whom were dispatched 10–0 at Elland Road. The only other English side to win by sixteen goals on aggregate (admittedly, not a regular occurrence) was Chelsea in 1971 against Jeunesse Hautcharage, who beat the Luxembourg minnows 21–0 over two legs.



Biggest aggregate wins by English clubs






	Team


	Opponent


	Competition


	Season


	Agg Win







	Chelsea


	Jeunesse Hautcharage


	Cup Winners’ Cup


	1971–72


	21–0







	Leeds United


	Spora Luxembourg


	Inter-Cities Fairs Cup


	1967–68


	16–0







	Leeds United


	Lyn Oslo


	European Cup


	1969–70


	16–0







	Derby County


	Finn Harps


	UEFA Cup


	1976–77


	16–1







	Liverpool


	Dundalk


	Inter-Cities Fairs Cup


	1969–70


	14–0







	Tottenham Hotspur


	Keflavík ÍF


	UEFA Cup


	1971–72


	15–1







	Tottenham Hotspur


	Drogheda United


	UEFA Cup


	1983–84


	14–0








There were also a couple of fortuitous occasions where Leeds, locked on aggregate against Italian sides Bologna in 1967 and Napoli in 1968, were forced to go to the 50/50 scenario of a referee coin toss to decide which side went through. On both occasions Billy Bremner chose correctly and Leeds progressed, the only side to do so more than once in the Fairs Cup. The coin toss ‘win’ (if that’s the correct term) against Bologna determined which side reached that season’s semi-finals – imagine travelling thousands of miles around Europe all season in a gruelling schedule to see your fate for reaching the last four decided in this way? It’s hard to imagine that in today’s VAR, social media sensationalism era, that any big European team could get knocked out of a major European tournament thanks to the flick of a coin.


Neither of those coin toss escapades were in seasons where Leeds would end up lifting the trophy though, so nobody could say that the 1968 and 1971 Fairs Cup wins were in any way down to luck. The 1968 final saw Leeds maintain their excellent defence across both legs of the final against Ferencvaros, with a 1–0 home win thanks to a Mick Jones goal and a 0–0 draw away from home. Eight clean sheets was a joint record by a team in a Fairs Cup campaign, while the twenty-six goals Leeds scored in total was their most ever in a single European season.


The only slip-up on the way to reaching the 1970–71 Fairs Cup final against Juventus was in a second leg defeat in the second round against Dynamo Dresden; an away goal by Mick Jones ensured Leeds progressed on the away goal rule after a 2–2 aggregate draw. Dresden, though, were exceptional on home soil in Europe, losing only three of forty-nine games between 1967 and 1991. Leeds recovered from that loss by eliminating Sparta Prague, Vitória de Setubal and, in the semi-final, Liverpool, thanks to a 1–0 win at Anfield in the first leg (and a goalless draw at Elland Road). It was one of only two defeats Liverpool suffered over a period of eighty-one games between March 1970 and February 1973 – the other was also against Leeds in Division One on New Year’s Day 1972.


The 1971 Fairs Cup final was the last before the competition ended to be replaced by the UEFA Cup. Leeds United were the last winners of the trophy, beating Juventus thanks to a 2–2 draw in Turin in the first leg and a 1–1 draw back at Elland Road to give Leeds the victory on away goals – the only time the trophy was decided that way. It was the second and last European title won by Leeds (so far, of course). A few months after the Fairs Cup final, there was a play-off between Barcelona (first winners) and Leeds (last winners) to decide who kept the trophy. Played, somewhat beneficially to Barcelona, at the Camp Nou, the Catalan giants won 2–1 and got to keep the trophy.


Following their 1969 title win, Leeds qualified for the European Cup for the first time in their history. They could hardly have started it any better, annihilating Norwegian side Lyn Oslo 10–0 at Elland Road with Mike O’Grady giving Leeds the lead after just thirty-five seconds. It remains the biggest ever victory by a team in their first game in the European Cup and one of only five times a club has scored in the opening minute of their first game in the competition.



Biggest debut wins in the European Cup






	Date


	Team


	For


	Against


	Opponent







	17/09/1969


	Leeds United


	10


	0


	Lyn Oslo







	17/09/1958


	Atlético de Madrid


	8


	0


	Drumcondra







	20/09/1966


	TSV 1860 Munich


	8


	0


	Omonia Nicosia







	19/09/1973


	Club Brugge


	8


	0


	Floriana








Leeds won their first six games in the European Cup, scoring twenty-four goals and conceding none, becoming both the first and only side in European Cup history to win their first six games in the competition, and the only team to keep a clean sheet in each of their first six matches as well. It was an incredible introduction to European football’s most prestigious competition, and Leeds faced Scottish giants Celtic in the semi-final. Celtic had won the European Cup as recently as 1967 and, having conceded none on their way to the semi-final, George Connelly gave Celtic the lead inside the opening minute at Elland Road. The score remained 1–0 on the night, one of only three games in European Cup history to be decided by a goal in the opening minute.


In the second leg – played in front of a crowd of 136,505 (not only a record for a game involving Leeds but a record involving a British team) – Leeds went 1–0 ahead through a Bremner goal early on. Sadly Celtic hit back with two goals to win 2–1, which was the only time Leeds ever scored first and lost in Europe under Revie’s management.


The only time Leeds were eliminated in the first round of any European competition under Revie was in 1971–72 in the UEFA Cup, when Belgian side Lierse knocked them out 4–2 on aggregate. It is made even more surprising by the fact Leeds had a 2–0 first leg lead away from home going into the reverse fixture at Elland Road; it was only the second time a team had won the first leg by two or more goals away from home and then been eliminated in any European competition and remains the only time an English team has done so. Revie fielded many reserve players for the second leg, resting the likes of Bremner, Charlton and Giles, with Hunter on the bench in case he was needed – and he would be. John Faulkner made his fourth and final Leeds appearance, eighteen-year-old Jimmy Mann was making his first start, and nineteen-year-old Chris Galvin was making just his twelfth appearance. But the standout was the choice of goalkeeper John Shaw, who made his debut at the age of just 17 years and 237 days. It was not a happy one, as Leeds found themselves 3–0 down at half-time and Shaw was subbed off at the break to be replaced by Gary Sprake. The Welshman was the only goalkeeper younger than Shaw to have played for Leeds at that time; Shaw would later be bumped down to third youngest goalkeeper by Glan Letheren, whose debut was in November 1973 against Hibernian as a substitute for none other than John Shaw, making his second and final appearance for the club.




Goalkeeper John Shaw is one of only four players to be substituted off in every Leeds appearance they made (2) – the others are Mickey Thomas (3 games), Eoghan Stokes (1 game) and Billy Whitehouse (1 game).





The young Leeds side – average age of just 23 years and 142 days – were beaten 4–0 by Lierse, not only the heaviest home defeat during Revie’s time at the club but also only the third time they’d been beaten at Elland Road by four goals, and the others had been in 1925 (0–4 vs Huddersfield) and 1959 (0–4 vs Man City, a game in which Revie played). It is the club’s joint heaviest European defeat and wouldn’t be matched until losing 4–0 to Barcelona in the Champions League in 2000.


Leeds also had an early exit in their final European campaign under Revie, going out in the UEFA Cup third round in 1973–74 against Portuguese side Vitória de Setubal. Leeds went into the second leg 1–0 ahead on aggregate, but Revie was far more interested in winning the First Division title and fielded the likes of Jimmy Mann (his fifth and final game), Roy Ellam (only his fourteenth start in two seasons) and Peter Hampton (his third appearance). Leeds were beaten 3–1, with the goal scored by substitute Gary Liddell, making just his fourth appearance for the club. But Revie’s decision was arguably justified three days later; with Bremner, Hunter, Jones and Madeley restored to the line-up, Leeds beat Chelsea 2–1 to break the record for the longest unbeaten start to a First Division season.


In between those exits to Lierse and Vitória de Setubal, Leeds enjoyed their only campaign in the Cup Winners’ Cup, entering the competition by virtue of winning the 1972 FA Cup. Leeds didn’t lose a single game on the way to reaching the final, dispatching Ankaragücü, Carl Zeiss Jena, Rapid Bucharest and Hajduk Split and winning all four matches at Elland Road without conceding a single goal. It set up a first ever meeting with AC Milan and was the club’s fourth European final, the joint most of any side in the Revie era, along with Ajax and Milan themselves. Luciano Chiarugi’s early free-kick gave Milan the 1–0 victory and rounded off a miserable May for Leeds, with the defeat coming only eleven days after losing 1–0 to Sunderland in the FA Cup final. The final, played in Greece, was further overshadowed by Christos Michas’ refereeing (which saw him banned by UEFA) and a late red card for Norman Hunter, who retaliated following a series of bad challenges in the final minute of the match. He remains the only Englishman to be sent off in a European final. (Despite his reputation – or perhaps because of the more liberal refereeing style in that era – that was one of only two red cards shown to Hunter as a Leeds player, the other coming memorably against Derby County in November 1975, when he and Franny Lee put their football to one side and took up pugilism in front of the Baseball Ground crowd.)


There can be no argument that Leeds were the dominant side in Europe between 1965 and 1974. They played the most games (seventy-eight), won the most games (forty-two), scored the most goals (141), kept the most clean sheets (thirty-nine), reached the most semi-finals (seven) and the joint most finals (four). The only shame is that Leeds did not record more than their two titles during their period of dominance.






	European football – 1965–66 – 1973–74


	Games Played







	Leeds United


	78







	Celtic


	60







	Milan


	58







	Juventus


	58







	Liverpool


	56












	European football – 1965–66 – 1973–74


	Games Won







	Leeds United


	42







	Celtic


	36







	Ajax


	35







	Milan


	32







	Juventus


	32












	European football – 1965–66 – 1973–74


	Goals







	Leeds United


	141







	Celtic


	119







	RSC Anderlecht


	111







	FC Bayern Munich


	109







	Ajax


	106








Leeds United 2–0 Mansfield Town, 7 February 1970


Sprake, Reaney, Cooper, Bremner, Charlton, Hunter, Lorimer, Clarke, Jones, Giles, Gray.


It is the starting XI that everyone remembers about Don Revie’s Leeds, each with their customary number in the days before squad numbers. Sprake wore number 1 more often than any other player in the club’s history, likewise Reaney with number 2, Bremner with 4, Charlton with 5, Hunter with 6, Lorimer with 7, Clarke with 8, Jones with 9 and Giles with 10. Terry Cooper wore the number 3 shirt 282 times, placing him behind Grenville Hair for outings in the 3, while Eddie Gray’s 272 games in his iconic 11 shirt were later eclipsed by the similarly iconic Gary Speed, who wore 11 on 289 occasions.


Yet unbelievably, this most famous Leeds United starting XI appeared together just once – in a February 1970 FA Cup tie against Mansfield Town, won 2–0 with goals from Giles and Clarke. It is remarkable they only started together once, given that between 1969–70 (when Clarke joined the club) and the end of 1972–73 (Charlton’s retirement) they started 1,989 matches between them – yet only all together for one game.


There are other explanations for it, however. Paul Reaney suffered a broken leg in 1970, missing the 1970 FA Cup final because of it, while Terry Cooper missed the 1972 final after breaking his leg against Stoke a month beforehand, and didn’t play again until early 1974. By that time, Charlton had retired and Sprake had been sold to Birmingham. Between August 1969 and May 1973, the player with the second most starts for Leeds was Paul Madeley, who was in the XI for 223 of the 242 games in those seasons, leaving just nineteen games for the XI to feature together. Of the seventy-two occasions where ten of the XI started alongside one another, seventy-one of them had Madeley as the other player. And if anyone is going to break up the dream Leeds XI, you’d want it to be a player like Paul Madeley, nicknamed ‘Rolls Royce’ for very good reason. Eddie Gray’s injuries also meant he only started 51% of Leeds’ games in that timeframe, while Sprake made his final appearance as first-choice goalkeeper in April 1972 and only made one more league appearance afterwards, starting alongside just one of the classic XI that day (Peter Lorimer, against Birmingham in April 1973).


The most used Leeds United XI of all time started together twenty-three times in the space of two years between April 1970 and April 1972. The first time was the 1970 FA Cup final against Chelsea at Wembley and across that and the following twenty-two games together they only lost twice. Paul Reaney, whose broken leg meant Madeley started in his place, is the player from the ‘classic’ XI who doesn’t feature in this most used team. The XI is:


Sprake, Madeley, Cooper, Bremner, Charlton, Hunter, Lorimer, Clarke, Jones, Giles, Gray.


Perhaps the most iconic game this line-up featured in was in February 1972, when they defeated Manchester United 5–1 with Mick Jones scoring a hat-trick (a fortnight later, in the 7–0 win over Southampton, Reaney was in as number two, with Madeley playing left-back in place of Cooper, the first time that particular XI had played together for two years). Ten games after the demolition of Man Utd, the XI made their final appearances together in a victory against Huddersfield.


The second most used XI of the Revie era did have Reaney within it and featured eighteen times between 1969 and 1972, perhaps most memorably in both legs of the 1971 Fairs Cup final against Juventus: Sprake, Reaney, Cooper, Bremner, Charlton, Hunter, Lorimer, Clarke, Jones, Giles, Madeley. The last game they all started together was in March 1972 in a win over Arsenal, with that XI having a combined total of 4,588 appearances between them, the second most for a Leeds starting team in the club’s history.




A far cry from the experienced and iconic Leeds sides of the Revie era – 44 starting XIs in that time had 4,000+ appearances between them – the Leeds line-up for their game against Bury in the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy in November 2007 had just 142 appearances for the club within it, with Seb Carole (thirty-six) and Rui Marques (thirty-seven) making up seventy-three of those, and Jonny Howson (nineteen) and captain for the night David Prutton (seventeen) were the only others in double figures. Seven players had fewer than ten games under their belts: Leon Constantine (three), Filipe Da Costa (seven), Mark De Vries (six), Paul Huntington (seven), David Lucas (two), Simon Madden (one) and Ben Parker (seven). The inexperienced side, not helped by a red card to Da Costa in the first half, lost 2–1.






The Revie players


In his Leeds managerial career which spanned 741 games and thirteen years, only seventy-six different players made an appearance under Don Revie, one of which was Revie himself when he was player-manager. Twenty-three of those played over one hundred games under him, many of whom are club legends. But there are others, particularly from his early years in charge, who have been long forgotten. So in alphabetical order, here’s a stat for all seventy-six players to make a Leeds appearance under Revie …




On 29 March 1952, Major Frank Buckley named his starting XI for Leeds United for a game against Notts County: Scott, Dunn, Hughes, Kerfoot, McCabe, Burden, Harrison, Mills, Barritt, Iggleden, Williams. Little did Major Buckley know it then, but he’d done something that no other Leeds manager would do for another thirty-three years: he had named a Leeds line-up that didn’t feature a single player who played under Don Revie. The Revie era wouldn’t begin in earnest until he was appointed in March 1961, but until Peter Lorimer’s last appearance on 27 October 1985 at least one player who’d played under Revie was in every starting XI, a run of a frankly remarkable 1,696 games. The manager who picked the team to end this run in 1985 was Billy Bremner, who had played more times under Revie than any other player.





Mike Addy


Mike Addy was the only player whose surname begins with A to make an appearance under Don Revie, playing his fourth and final game on 29 September 1962 against Southampton, in the same game that Peter Lorimer made the first of his 707 appearances. There wouldn’t be another ‘A’ player for nineteen years, until Tony Arins played against Ipswich in September 1981.



Mick Bates


Bates was the unused sub in the 1972 FA Cup final victory over Arsenal, and sitting on the bench was something he got used to under Revie – he was a substitute eighty-three times, ten more than any other player. He was the most used sub (thirty-seven appearances) and only David Harvey (forty-nine) was an unused substitute more often than Bates (forty-six) in Revie’s time in charge.


Rod Belfitt


Rod Belfitt is the only player to score a hat-trick in a semi-final for Leeds United, doing so in May 1967 against Kilmarnock in the Fairs Cup. That hat-trick was also the club’s first Friday hat-trick, something emulated only by Patrick Bamford in October 2020 against Aston Villa since then.


Willie Bell


In his third game for the club – and Don Revie’s seventh game in charge – Willie Bell scored the second goal in a 7–0 win over Lincoln City in April 1961. He’s one of three players to get their first goal for the club in a victory by seven or more goals, along with Peter McConnell (also in that 7–0 vs Lincoln) and Mick Jones (9–0 vs Spora Luxembourg in October 1967).


Billy Bremner


Billy Bremner made more appearances (649) and started more games (648) under Don Revie than any other player for Leeds United. His only substitute appearance was in May 1967 against Sheffield Wednesday, coming on for Eddie Gray in a 1–0 win.


Bobby Cameron


While Bremner is the most synonymous player with the Leeds United number 4 shirt, the player to wear the 4 under Revie in his first game in charge was Bobby Cameron against Portsmouth in March 1961.



Terry Carling


Terry Carling – the second goalkeeper used by Don Revie – is one of only eight Leeds United players whose surname ends in ‘ing’ to make an appearance for the club. The others are Wilf Copping, Len Browning, Matthew Spring, Marlon King, Dan Harding, Anthony Elding and Luke Ayling.


Terry Casey


Terry Casey’s first two Leeds appearances were both away at Rotherham United (one in the League Cup, one in the Second Division). He’s one of four players to play their first two games away at the same opponent, along with Paul Rachubka at Doncaster in 2011 and Leo Hjelde and Lewis Bate, both at West Ham in 2022.


John Charles


Charles made eleven appearances under Revie early in the 1962–63 season, with Revie captaining the Sunderland side when Charles made his last appearance for Leeds in his first spell in 1957. Charles only scored three goals in those eleven games but they all came in Yorkshire derbies, failing to score in his other eight non-Yorkshire derby games.


Jack Charlton


Charlton was the sixth highest scorer under Revie, netting 89 goals in 554 games, including scoring the very first goal of his time in charge in a defeat at Portsmouth in March 1961. It was one of twenty-five games where Charlton wore the number 9 shirt under Revie, scoring a more than respectable fifteen goals during these forays up front.


Trevor Cherry


Cherry’s first four goals for Leeds United were all scored at Elland Road but in a different competition each time (League Cup vs Burnley, Cup Winners’ Cup vs Carl Zeiss Jena, Division One vs Man City, UEFA Cup vs Vitória de Setubal). He is one of only two players to score his first four goals in different competitions, along with Gary McAllister (Division One, League Cup, Full Members’ Cup, FA Cup).



Allan Clarke


As well as scoring the winning goal in the 1972 FA Cup final, Clarke is also the club’s all-time leading scorer in the FA Cup with twenty-five goals and the only player to score more than one hat-trick in the FA Cup, scoring four versus Sutton United in 1970 and three against Norwich in 1973.


Bobby Collins


Leeds United only lost 27 of the 168 appearances Bobby Collins made for the club between 1962 and 1967; among all players to play one hundred or more games for the club, only Mick Jones (15%) has lost a lower percentage than Collins (16%).


Terry Cooper


Terry Cooper ended on the winning side in ten of his first eleven appearances for the club, the fewest games played by a Leeds player to win ten matches until Josuha Guilavogui equalled his record in January 2025. To be fair though, the Frenchman had made ten of his first eleven appearances as a substitute, while Cooper started all eleven.


Nigel Davey


There was a gap of 2 years and 207 days between Davey’s first two starts for Leeds United: a 4–2 defeat to West Brom in the League Cup in October 1965 and a 4–3 loss to Arsenal in Division One in May 1968. This is the biggest gap between a player’s first two starts for Leeds in the club’s history. It was a similar story for his last two appearances, which were separated by 2 years and 53 days between October 1971 and November 1973 – not helped by a broken leg in April 1972 – the third biggest gap for a player’s final two games for Leeds.


Keith M. Edwards


Edwards is one of three players to play exactly once under Revie, making his one appearance in September 1971 in a 2–1 defeat to Huddersfield. His nineteen-minute sub cameo makes his the shortest career of all players to play in the Revie era.



Roy Ellam


Among the players who played in the top-flight under Revie, central defender Roy Ellam has the lowest win ratio in the Revie era, winning only 28% of his matches (six out of twenty-one) across the 1972–73 and 1973–74 campaigns.


John Faulkner


John Faulkner played four games for Leeds, and his first two games and final two games were both separated by fourteen days, though they were played seventeen months apart. His first two games were in April 1970 against Burnley and Manchester City, and his final two games were in September 1971, both against Lierse in the UEFA Cup.


Peter Fitzgerald


Twenty-nine different players wore the number 8 shirt under Don Revie but the first of those was Peter Fitzgerald in March 1961 against Portsmouth. He was the only player with the letter Z in his name to play under Revie, and made his last appearance four games into Revie’s reign. The next player with Z in his name to play for Leeds came in the first game after Revie departed: Duncan McKenzie in the 1974 Charity Shield.


Gerry Francis


Francis – who became the first player of colour to play for Leeds when he made his debut in 1957 – played in Revie’s first game in charge and made eight appearances under him but never ended on the winning side – the most games without tasting victory of any player under Revie.


Chris Galvin


Galvin made his debut for Leeds in November 1969 in a European Cup match against Ferencvaros at the age of 18 years and 2 days old, making him the youngest player to play for Leeds in the European Cup. The second youngest is Carl Harris in 1974 against Ujpest Dozsa, who was a mere one day older than Galvin was.



Johnny Giles


Only two players – Peter Lorimer and Allan Clarke – have scored in more matches at Elland Road for Leeds United than Johnny Giles (sixty-five). But while Lorimer and Clarke lost some of those games, Giles never ended on the losing side in any of his sixty-five, winning fifty-nine and drawing six – comfortably a club record for scoring and not losing at Elland Road.


Freddie Goodwin


Goodwin was Don Revie’s first captain in his first game in charge, and he captained Leeds on seventy-four occasions under Revie. Only Billy Bremner (402) and Bobby Collins (92) started more games as skipper.


Colin Grainger


Colin Grainger, who was nicknamed the ‘Singing Winger’ as he had a singing career alongside his football career, once played on the same bill as the Beatles in 1963 in Stockport. He made his debut for Leeds playing alongside Revie in August 1960, at Anfield, in the same week as the Beatles played their first ever gig in Liverpool.


Eddie Gray


Eddie Gray is the second youngest player to score on his top-flight debut for Leeds, aged 17 years and 349 days on New Year’s Day in 1966 against Sheffield Wednesday, with only Terry Connor eclipsing that in 1979 aged 17 years and 8 days. The first time Gray scored two goals in a game was his famous brace against Burnley in April 1970, while wearing the unfamiliar number 6 shirt; it was the last brace by a Leeds player wearing number 6 for forty years, until Richard Naylor scored two against Yeovil in April 2010.


Frank Gray


With an appearance against AC Milan in the 1973 Cup Winners’ Cup final, Frank Gray became the youngest player to play in a final for Leeds (18 years and 201 days). Since then, that record has been broken twice: by Frank’s son Andy in the 1996 League Cup final against Aston Villa (aged 18 years and 130 days) and by Andy’s son – and Frank’s grandson – Archie in the 2024 Championship play-off final (18 years and 75 days). Some family, those Grays.


Jimmy Greenhoff


Jimmy Greenhoff’s first four appearances for Leeds were against Southampton, Swansea, Swansea and Southampton, while his first three goals were against Stoke, Southport and Stoke. His two braces in Europe were both against Spora Luxembourg. His last goal was against Stoke in April 1968 and his last appearance was against Stoke in August 1968. Sensational.


Grenville Hair


Grenville Hair took until his 428th appearance to score his first goal for Leeds, the longest wait for a goal by any player in the club’s history (the second longest is 166 games by Gary Kelly). This strike, against Middlesbrough in April 1962, came 11 years and 7 days after his debut in March 1951. He only had to wait twenty games for his next goal, scoring in the 3–1 win over Stoke in the FA Cup, the game which ended an eleven-year wait for a Leeds FA Cup victory.


Tom Hallett


Tom Hallett only made one appearance for Leeds, in a 4–0 defeat to Blackburn in the League Cup in October 1962. He is one of five players to make his only Leeds appearance in the League Cup, along with Geoff Martin (1960 vs Chesterfield), Danny Cadamarteri (2004 vs Swindon), Ross Turnbull (2015 vs Doncaster) and Eoghan Stokes (2017 vs Newport).


Peter Hampton


Hampton – an unused sub in the 1975 European Cup final – made three appearances under Don Revie, all in 1973 and Leeds lost each game, against Birmingham, Stoke and Vitória de Setubal. He was the only player to make as many as three appearances under Revie and lose every game.
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