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      Context

      
      Ernest Miller Hemingway was
            born on July 21, 1899, in Oak
         Park, Illinois, a conservative upper-middle-class suburb of Chicago.
         He graduated from high school in 1917 and
         worked as a reporter for the Kansas City Star. Hemingway
         sailed to Europe in May 1918 to serve as
         a volunteer ambulance driver for the Italian Red Cross during World War
         I. Within weeks, he suffered a serious injury from fragments of an
         exploding mortar shell on the Italian front. He recovered in a hospital
         in Milan, where he had a romantic relationship with a nurse, Agnes
         von Kurowsky. This incident provided the inspiration for his novel A
            Farewell to Arms, published in 1929.
      

      
      When the nineteen-year-old Hemingway returned home in 1919,
         his parents did not understand the psychological trauma he had suffered
         during the war, and they pestered him to get a job or go to college.
         His short story “Soldier’s Home” draws on his difficulties in coping
         with his parents’ and friends’ romanticized ideals of war.
      

      
      	Hemingway eventually began working for the Toronto
            Star Weekly. He married his first wife, Hadley Richardson,
         in 1921. He became the European correspondent
         for the Toronto Daily Star and moved to Paris with
         his wife in December 1921. There, Hemingway became
         friends with the poet Ezra Pound, the writer Gertrude Stein, the
         artists Joan Miró and Pablo Picasso, and other individuals belonging
         to the group of prominent expatriate writers and artists living
         in postwar Paris. Hemingway’s reputation began to grow both as a
         journalist and as an author of fiction. His novel The Sun Also
            Rises, published in 1926, established
         him as one of the preeminent writers of his day.
      

      
      	The Sun Also Rises portrays the lives
         of the members of the so-called Lost Generation, the group of men
         and women whose early adulthood was consumed by World War I. This
         horrific conflict, referred to as the Great War, set new standards
         for death and -immorality in war. It shattered many people’s beliefs
         in traditional values of love, faith, and manhood. Without these
         long-held notions to rely on, members of the generation that fought
         and worked in the war suffered great moral and psychological aimlessness.
         The futile search for meaning in the wake of the Great War shapes The
            Sun Also Rises. Although the characters rarely mention
         the war directly, its effects haunt everything they do and say.
      

      
      	Amid the increasing literary success that followed the
         publication of The Sun Also Rises, Hemingway’s
         marriage began to fall apart, and he divorced Richardson in 1927.
         He quickly remarried, to a fashion reporter named Pauline Pfeiffer.
         In 1928, they moved to Key West, Florida,
         where they lived for over a decade. Hemingway’s life, however, was
         far from rosy. His father, Clarence Hemingway, committed suicide
         in 1928 after developing serious health and financial
         problems, and Hemingway engaged in an affair with a woman named
         Martha Gelhorn, which led to his divorce from Pfeiffer. He married
         Gelhorn in 1940.
      

      
      	In 1937, Hemingway traveled to
         Spain to cover the Spanish Civil War for the North American Newspaper
         Alliance. His novel For Whom the Bell Tolls, based
         on his experiences in Spain, was published in 1940,
         after he moved to Havana, Cuba, with Gelhorn. The book became an
         instant success, but he did not publish another novel for ten years.
         Meanwhile, he and Gelhorn divorced, and Hemingway married Mary Welsh,
         his fourth and last wife. Hemingway won the Pulitzer Prize in 1953 for
         his phenomenally successful The Old Man and the Sea and
         the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954.
      

      
      	Deteriorating health began to plague Hemingway. His heavy drinking
         increased his health problems, and he began to suffer from wild
         mood swings. In 1960, Hemingway and Welsh
         moved to Ketchum, Idaho. Not long afterward, he entered the Mayo
         Clinic to undergo treatment for severe depression. His depression
         worsened in 1961, and on July 2 of
         that year, Hemingway woke early in the morning and committed suicide
         by shooting himself in the head.
      

      
      	Hemingway’s style differs distinctively from that of
         writers before him, and his work helped shape both the British and
         American literature that followed it. His prose is extremely spare,
         succinct, and seemingly very direct, although his speakers tend
         to give the impression that they are leaving a tremendous amount
         unsaid. Modern prose fiction continues to be heavily influenced
         by Hemingway’s technique in this regard. His body of work continues
         to be considered among the most important in the development of -twentieth-century
         literature.
      

   
      Plot Overview

      
      The Sun Also Rises opens
         with the narrator, Jake -Barnes, delivering a brief biographical
         sketch of his friend, Robert Cohn. Jake is a veteran of World War
         I who now works as a journalist in Paris. Cohn is also an American expatriate,
         although not a war veteran. He is a rich Jewish writer who lives
         in Paris with his forceful and controlling girlfriend, Frances Clyne.
         Cohn has become restless of late, and he comes to Jake’s office
         one afternoon to try to convince Jake to go with him to South America.
         Jake refuses, and he takes pains to get rid of Cohn. That night
         at a dance club, Jake runs into Lady Brett Ashley, a divorced socialite
         and the love of Jake’s life. Brett is a free-spirited and independent
         woman, but she can be very selfish at times. She and Jake met in
         England during World War I, when Brett treated Jake for a war wound.
         During Jake and Brett’s conversation, it is subtly implied that
         Jake’s injury rendered him impotent. Although Brett loves Jake,
         she hints that she is unwilling to give up sex, and that for this
         reason she will not commit to a relationship with him.
      

      
      	The next morning, Jake and Cohn have lunch. Cohn is quite taken
         with Brett, and he gets angry when Jake tells him that Brett plans
         to marry Mike Campbell, a heavy-drinking Scottish war veteran. That
         afternoon, Brett stands Jake up. That night, however, she arrives
         unexpectedly at his apartment with Count Mippipopolous, a rich Greek
         expatriate. After sending the count out for champagne, Brett tells
         Jake that she is leaving for San Sebastian, in Spain, saying it
         will be easier on both of them to be apart.
      

      
      	Several weeks later, while Brett and Cohn are both traveling
         outside of Paris, one of Jake’s friends, a fellow American war veteran named
         Bill Gorton, arrives in Paris. Bill and Jake make plans to leave
         for Spain to do some fishing and later attend the fiesta at Pamplona.
         Jake makes plans to meet Cohn on the way to Pamplona. Jake runs
         into Brett, who has returned from San Sebastian; with her is Mike,
         her fiancé. They ask if they may join Jake in Spain, and he politely
         responds that they may. When Mike leaves for a moment, Brett reveals
         to Jake that she and Cohn were in San Sebastian together.
      

      
      	Bill and Jake take a train from Paris to Bayonne, in
         the south of France, where they meet Cohn. The three men travel
         together into Spain, to Pamplona. They plan on meeting Brett and
         Mike that night, but the couple does not show up. Bill and Jake
         decide to leave for a small town called Burguete to fish, but Cohn
         chooses to stay and wait for Brett. Bill and Jake travel to the
         Spanish countryside and check into a small, rural inn. They spend
         five pleasant days fishing, drinking, and playing cards. Eventually,
         Jake receives a letter from Mike. He writes that he and Brett will
         be arriving in Pamplona shortly. Jake and Bill leave on a bus that
         afternoon to meet the couple. After arriving in Pamplona, Jake and
         Bill check into a hotel owned by Montoya, a Spanish bullfighting
         expert who likes Jake for his earnest interest in the sport. Jake
         and Bill meet up with Brett, Mike, and Cohn, and the whole group
         goes to watch the bulls being unloaded in preparation for the bullfights
         during the fiesta. Mike mocks Cohn harshly for following Brett around
         when he is not wanted.
      

      
      	After a few more days of preparation, the fiesta begins.
         The city is consumed with dancing, drinking, and general debauchery.
         The highlight of the first day is the first bullfight, at which
         Pedro Romero, a nineteen-year-old prodigy, distinguishes himself
         above all the other bullfighters. Despite its violence, Brett cannot
         take her eyes off the bullfight, or Romero. A few days later, Jake
         and his friends are at the hotel dining room, and Brett notices
         Romero at a nearby table. She persuades Jake to introduce her to
         him. Mike again verbally abuses Cohn, and they almost come to blows
         before Jake defuses the situation. Later that night, Brett asks
         Jake to help her find Romero, with whom she says she has fallen
         in love. Jake agrees to help, and Brett and Romero spend the night
         together.
      

      
      	Jake then meets up with Mike and Bill, who are both extremely drunk.
         Cohn soon arrives, demanding to know where Brett is. After an exchange
         of insults, Cohn attacks Mike and Jake, knocking them both out.
         When Jake returns to the hotel, he finds Cohn lying face down on
         his bed and crying. Cohn begs Jake’s forgiveness, and Jake reluctantly
         grants it. The next day, Jake learns from Bill and Mike that the
         night before Cohn also beat up Romero when he discovered the bullfighter
         with Brett; Cohn later begged Romero to shake hands with him, but
         Romero refused.
      

      
      At the bullfight that afternoon, Romero fights brilliantly,
         dazzling the crowd by killing a bull that had gored a man to death
         in the streets. Afterward, he cuts the bull’s ear off and gives
         it to Brett. After this final bullfight, Romero and Brett leave
         for Madrid together. Cohn has left that morning, so only Bill, Mike,
         and Jake remain as the fiesta draws to a close.
      

      
      	The next day, the three remaining men rent a car and
         drive out of Spain to Bayonne and then go their separate ways. Jake
         heads back into Spain to San Sebastian, where he plans to spend
         several quiet days relaxing. He receives a telegram from Brett,
         however, asking him to come meet her in Madrid. He complies, and
         boards an overnight train that same day. Jake finds Brett alone
         in a Madrid hotel room. She has broken with Romero, fearing that
         she would ruin him and his career. She announces that she now wants
         to return to Mike. Jake books tickets for them to leave Madrid.
         As they ride in a taxi through the Spanish capital, Brett laments
         that she and Jake could have had a wonderful time together. Jake
         responds, “Yes, isn’t it pretty to think so?”
      

   
      Character List

      
      
         Jake Barnes - 	The
            narrator and protagonist of the novel. Jake is an American veteran
            of World War I working as a journalist in Paris, where he and his
            friends engage in an endless round of drinking and parties. Although Jake
            is the most stable of his friends, he struggles with anguish over
            his love for Lady Brett Ashley, his impotence, and the moral vacuum
            that resulted from the war. Jake positions himself as an observer,
            generally using his insight and intelligence to describe only those around
            him, rarely speaking directly about himself. However, in describing
            the events and people he sees, Jake implicitly reveals much about
            his own thoughts and feelings.
         

      

      
      
         Lady Brett Ashley -  A beautiful British socialite who drinks heavily.
            As the novel begins, Brett is separated from her husband and awaiting
            a divorce. Though she loves Jake, she is unwilling to commit to
            a relationship with him because it will mean giving up sex. Indeed,
            she is unwilling to commit fully to any of the many men who become
            infatuated with her, though she has affairs with a number of them.
            However, she does not seem to draw much happiness from her independence.
            Her life, like the lives of many in her generation, is aimless and unfulfilling.
         

      

      
      
         Robert Cohn -  A
            wealthy American writer living in Paris. Though he is an expatriate
            like many of his acquaintances, Cohn stands apart because he had
            no direct experience of World War I and because he is Jewish. He
            holds on to the romantic prewar ideals of love and fair play, yet, against
            the backdrop of the devastating legacy of World War I, these values
            seem tragically absurd. As a Jew and a nonveteran, Cohn is a convenient
            target for the cruel and petty antagonism of Jake and his friends.
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