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Introduction



This book gives specific advice about nine of the most popular topics at Higher History. In total there are nineteen possible topics to study but many of the topics attract very few students. The nine covered in this book are by far the most popular topics studied by more than 10,000 candidates who sit Higher History every year.


This book will help you to achieve your best possible result in the Higher History examination by telling you all you need to know about the exam and the assessments you are likely to take. You will find valuable information about the topics you are learning and advice on how to write the History assignment.


It tells you how to learn and what to learn. By working your way through this book you will find it easier to understand and write, both extended responses (essays) and answers to the three different types of source based questions.


Finally, there are also many ‘Hints & tips’ written by some of the most experienced examiners and markers in Scotland.


Higher History


From 2018 the Higher History exam will be made up of two exam papers that are both 1 hour 30 minutes long. The different exam papers examine different skills. The British, European and world history paper will examine your ability to write two extended responses, more commonly known as essays, on British, European and world history. The Scottish history paper will examine your knowledge and ability to interpret presented sources on Scottish history. The British, European and world history paper will be out of 44 marks and the Scottish history paper will be out of 36 marks.


As well as the exam there is a History assignment. This is an independent piece of research where you choose the issue to answer and write up a response in a 1 hour 30 minute write-up. You are allowed to take in one side of A4 with a Resource Sheet to help you with your response. The assignment is worth 30 marks. Therefore Higher History is out of 110 marks in total.


How to be a better learner


Before you start revising all the information you have to know for the exam, have you thought about how efficiently you learn? Do you spend hours just reading notes over and over again? Revise for a while then ask yourself some serious questions. How much of your revision can you really remember an hour after you have finished? How much can you remember the next day? The next week?


The following activities are just some examples of ideas that will help you to revise for any subject, not just History.


But why bother doing different things?


Think about this


If you always do what you have always done, then you will always get what you have always got.


If you really want to improve then things have to change. They will not change just because you want them to. You have the power to make a difference to yourself.


The pyramid of efficiency


This pyramid diagram shows on average what a person will remember 24 hours after a ‘learning experience’ if they do nothing to reinforce it. For example, if you sit and read over information and then do nothing to reinforce that reading then after 24 hours you will have forgotten 90 per cent of the information you read. That is not the best way to use your time.




[image: ]




On the other hand, if you try to explain clearly what you have recently revised to a friend then you are using your learning for a purpose. That means you can expect to remember over 75 per cent of what you revised. The same is true if you just record your thoughts or information onto your phone, or other digital device. So it makes sense to think about how you intend to learn.



The ‘I really know this!’ test


Think of a place you know really well. It could be a room in your house, a shop or street, or a quiet place you like.


From your memory, describe, list or draw in detail all the things you can see in your place. Try to be as detailed as you can, list things such as colours and patterns and where everything is in relation to everything else.


Next time you go to that place take your list with you. When you get there you will recognise instantly every single detail – but do those details appear on your list? I bet they don’t.


Remember: The point is that recognising lots of detail is not the same as knowing it.


Now think about your revision. If you read over the same book or notes again and again you will feel you know the material but you are really just recognising your notes. Without the prompt of your notes in front of you, can you really be sure you know the information well enough to use it in an exam?


On the next few pages, you will find tips and ideas for making your revision more effective and maybe even more enjoyable.


How do you know what to revise?


Your brain works best when it has a definite puzzle to solve, so try these steps.
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Stop and review


Here’s another idea to help your learning.





1  When you have done no more than five minutes of revision, stop!



2  Write a heading in your own words which sums up the topic you have been revising.



3  Write a summary in no more than two sentences of what you have revised. Don’t fool yourself. If you cannot do it, or do not want to do it, why not? Don’t ever say to yourself, ‘I know it but I cannot put it into words.’ That just means you don’t know it well enough! So if you cannot write your summary, then revise that section again, knowing that you must write a summary at the end of it.





Your brain now knows exactly what it has to do. You will learn much more effectively.


We guarantee your revision will suddenly improve!


Use technology


Why should everything be written down?
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Have you thought about ‘mental’ maps, diagrams, cartoons and colour to help you learn? And rather than write down notes, why not record your revision material?


What about having a text message revision session with friends?


Why not make a video diary where you tell the camera what you are doing, what you think you have learned and what you still have to do?


You could share these things with your friends. Keep in touch with them about how and what they are revising through Facebook or other social media sites.




[image: ]




They deserve a laugh. Nobody said revision had to be boring. And after you gain the results you want you can watch the videos again and wonder why you got so stressed in the first place!


Make electronic files


Many of you will use notebooks full of blue or black ink writing. Many of the pages will not be especially attractive or memorable. But it’s making material memorable that is most important.


Most people have access to a PC, iPad or Mac. Use it to help you.





•  Start by opening up a new file for each topic you are revising, for example, ‘what the Western Front was like for Scottish soldiers in the First World War’.



•  Then you could start by summarising your class notes. Your typing might be slow but it will get faster and nobody can write badly when typing.



•  Next you can add different fonts and colours to make your work stand out. But the most important thing is that you can easily copy across relevant pictures, cartoons and diagrams to make your work more attractive and memorable.





If you don’t know how to find images use Google Images and make your choice. By doing so you are immediately using your brain to search for relevant items to your topic and that requires you to use your understanding. Ask your friends if you’re not sure how to do these things. Trade with them some of the advice from this book!


Story boards


Everyone can draw stick people and many people are really good sketchers.


Many people are also visual learners, so putting a story into images can really help you to remember information. Choose a part of your course to revise and think how you could simplify it into a set of cartoon scenes that tell the main story.
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Pictures or words


There is a lot of advice given here in words. But the ideas map below shows many different ideas on how to make your revision more effective and enjoyable.


To make you really think about the ideas on the map draw it yourself.


Add colour, perhaps colour-coding revision methods that you have tried, will try and might try and also those you really do not want to do.


Then add as many new ideas about how to revise as you can. Once again you are forcing your brain to be active. Try to add as many new ideas to the map as possible.
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How you will be assessed



Chapter 1


The examination


British, European and world history exam paper


The basics


The British, European and world history paper is assessed by extended responses, which are often referred to as essays. This exam paper has two sections: Section 1 on British history and Section 2 on European and world history. You will need to answer one essay from the British section and one essay from the European and world section. Each essay is worth 22 marks so the overall mark for this paper is 44.


The British section of the paper has five periods of history to choose from. You only have to study one of these periods. You will answer one question on one part only.


The parts or topics are:





•  Part A: Church, state and feudal society, 1066–1406



•  Part B: The century of revolutions, 1603–1702



•  Part C: The Atlantic slave trade



•  Part D: Britain, 1851–1951



•  Part E: Britain and Ireland, 1900–1985





Each part has six key issues. Each of these issues is developed with a detailed description of content. You must write one extended response from a choice of three questions in the British section. Each question will be about one of the key issues.


An example of this is the following, Part D: Britain, 1851–1951, which is developed through studying the following six key issues.





1  An evaluation of the reasons why Britain became more democratic, 1851–1928



2  An assessment of how democratic Britain became, 1867–1928



3  An evaluation of the reasons why some women were given the vote in 1918



4  An evaluation of the reasons why the Liberals introduced social welfare reforms, 1906–14



5  An assessment of the effectiveness of the Liberal social welfare reforms



6  An assessment of the effectiveness of the Labour reforms, 1945–51





The exam paper will sample three of these six issues. These three questions will obviously vary for each year. To be safe and have a choice of questions in the exam, you must study at least five of the key areas. This will ensure you will have a choice of at least two essays in the exam.


Your extended response must deal with an issue-type question that asks you to use your knowledge to construct an argument and make a judgement based on questions that start with a number of question stems. These stems are:





•  To what extent was …



•  How important was …



•  ‘Quotation.’ How valid is this view?





To answer each question successfully you will need to have good knowledge of the historical event or topic. However, this is not enough on its own. You also must be able to analyse and evaluate these historical events. This is where careful reading of the question is vital. Your ability to answer the issue in the question is what matters.


Your extended response (essay) is worth 22 marks.


In the European and world section, there are nine topics to choose from. Like the British section, each topic is structured around six key issues. You only have to study one of the European and world topics. You will have to write one extended response from a choice of three questions in the European and world section. Each of these questions is also worth 22 marks.


The layout of this section is very like the British section apart from the topics. There are nine parts in this section. You will answer one question on one part only.


The parts or topics are:





•  Part A: The Crusades, 1071–1204



•  Part B: The American Revolution, 1763–1787



•  Part C: The French Revolution, to 1799



•  Part D: Germany, 1815–1939



•  Part E: Italy, 1815–1939



•  Part F: Russia, 1881–1921



•  Part G: USA, 1918–1968



•  Part H: Appeasement and the road to war, to 1939



•  Part I: The Cold War, 1945–1989





Each part has six key issues. Each of these issues is developed with a detailed description of content. You must write one extended response from a choice of three questions in the European and world section. Each question will be about one of the key issues.


An example of this is the following, Part I: The Cold War, 1945–1989, which is developed through studying the following six key issues.





1  An evaluation of the reasons for the emergence of the Cold War, up to 1955



2  An assessment of the effectiveness of Soviet policy in controlling Eastern Europe, up to 1961



3  An evaluation of the reasons for the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962



4  An evaluation of the reasons why the US lost the war in Vietnam



5  An evaluation of the reasons why the superpowers attempted to manage the Cold War, 1962–79



6  An evaluation of the reasons for the end of the Cold War





The exam paper will sample three of these six issues. These three questions will obviously vary for each year. To be safe and have a choice of questions in the exam, you must study at least five of the key areas. This will ensure you will have a choice of at least two essays in the exam. The style of questions is the same as in the British section.


Remember that you will have to answer one extended response (essay) in both the British and the European and world sections. That makes two extended responses in total. Each extended response is worth 22 marks, so Paper 1 is out of 44 marks in total.


How is the extended response marked?


How the marks are allocated in the extended response helps you to construct the answer.


To be successful you must:





•  structure your answer correctly



•  use relevant knowledge in your answer



•  analyse and evaluate the information to answer the question.





Structure – the introduction


The introduction is awarded up to 3 marks. To ensure you get 3 marks you need to do three things.





1  Your introduction must include at least two sentences of context. This means you must set the historical scene by explaining the ‘back story’ of the essay. It is a good idea to have specific details of events or themes here as good context is rewarded.



2  You need to give a line of argument. Now, this will depend upon the question that is asked. The easiest way to do this is to use the words of the question directly in the argument. So, if a question asks, ‘How important were the reports of Booth and Rowntree in causing the Liberal reforms of 1906–14?’ a relevant line of argument might be, ‘The reports of Booth and Rowntree were very important in causing the Liberal reforms of 1906–14, but other factors also need to be looked at.’ This is a clear line of argument that directly addresses the question posed, but also introduces the idea that there are other factors to look at.



3  You will need to outline other factors that are relevant and have importance in helping you to answer the question. Introduce other factors in a new sentence or sentences. You will need to mention at least three other factors or themes to show that you understand the issues in the essay. This will help the examiner as they will see how the essay will develop.





A good introduction is well worth taking time over. It shows the direction that the essay is going to take and will settle you down and give you confidence before you develop the main part of the essay. It will also give you a guide to refer to if you get halfway through the essay and wonder what comes next. Examples of successful introductions are illustrated in both the British and the European and world sections of this guide.


Structure – the conclusion


The conclusion is worth up to 3 marks. To ensure you get 3 marks you must do three things.





1  Your conclusion must be based on the information you have developed in the main body of the essay. You must not introduce new information in the conclusion.



2  You must come to an overall judgement that answers the question posed. This judgement must mention the different factors you have mentioned in the main body of the essay and compare them to each other. This comparison should provide a relative judgement between the factors showing which is more or less important and why this is.



3  You must support your judgement with evidence that you have developed in the main body of the essay.





Examples of successful conclusions are illustrated in both the British and the European and world sections of this guide.


Knowledge


There are 6 marks given for the use of accurate and relevant knowledge in the main part of the essay. Your knowledge must be relevant to the question asked and you must use the information to help you answer the question. For example, if a question asked how democratic Britain was by 1918, relevant knowledge on the franchise would be to say that by 1918 women aged over 30 who were graduates or married to a householder had gained the vote in national elections, but women under this age could not vote. Reading the question carefully is important here, as irrelevant information is not awarded any marks. Good essays will contain much more than 6 marks of accurate and relevant knowledge because detailed knowledge is essential for success in developing analysis and evaluation.


Analysis


Up to 6 marks are given for analysis of the accurate information you have described.


Basic analysis


Up to 3 marks are given for basic analysis. You get these marks each time you make a simple comment that makes a basic judgement about your information. In a question about why women got the vote in 1918, a comment may be made such as, ‘The WSPU campaign was very important in women gaining the vote in 1918 because their violent campaign made the issue of votes for women front page news and therefore a major political issue.’ The important aspect of this sentence is that there is a reason why the WSPU’s campaign was important. Make comments like this three times in your essay and you will get 3 marks.


Analysis plus


There are 3 more marks available for developing your analysis. There are several ways to do this, but one simple way is to introduce counter-analysis. This is where you add in debate or discussion of the relevance of a factor. To continue the example above, a further comment might be, ‘However, it can be argued that the WSPU campaign actually held back the campaign for the vote as the government could not be seen to give in to violence.’ If you extend your argument with this sort of discussion three times, then you can gain an extra 3 marks.


The other way to develop argument is through linking factors together with relevant argument. For example, you could link the argument above with another factor: ‘It could be argued that the WSPU campaign actually held back the campaign for the vote as the government could not be seen to give in to violence, whereas the campaigns of the NUWSS, which were law-abiding, did begin to persuade politicians that women should have the vote.’ This is linking argument rather than building evaluation, as this is a link between factors rather than a supported judgement between factors that supports an argument. Evaluation is explained below.


Evaluation


There are up to 4 marks awarded for the way in which you evaluate the knowledge to answer the question posed. Evaluation is where you make judgements on the factors that are relevant when answering an essay question. Build these judgements across all the factors you discuss to construct an argument that answers the question posed.


For an essay on why women were given the vote in 1918, several factors will be looked at, including the campaign of the WSPU, the campaign of the NUWSS, the impact of the First World War, social change and the example of other countries. Each factor will need to be evaluated and some judgement made as to its relative importance, depending on the question asked. So, if you were arguing that social change was the most important reason why women gained the vote, the following evaluation may be made on the NUWSS: ‘The NUWSS had a very important role in women gaining the vote in 1918 as they managed to persuade many MPs that women should get the vote and introduce legislation in parliament. However, the steady social and political progress made by women during the nineteenth century was more important. Women had made steady progress in employment and education, as well as local politics, which made it difficult to argue they were not fit to vote.’ This is evaluation as a judgement is made on the factors and it is linked to a line of argument that you have introduced. If developed across an essay, this can gain you an extra 4 marks.



Beware!


The biggest problem with essay writing happens when people write descriptive essays or try to repeat an essay they did well in class. You must react to the wording of the question in your essay. The quality of evaluation and analysis is what makes a successful essay. If this is carefully linked to the question asked, then you will do well.


A question of timing


It is very important to keep an eye on time in the examination. You will have 1 hour 30 minutes to complete the British, European and world history paper, so spend up to 45 minutes on each essay. It is far better to complete two essays of a similar length than one long essay and one short essay. Two consistent essays will always score more than one good and one poor essay.
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Checklist


For extended response questions:





[image: ]  Introduction is made up of context, line of argument and factors and is worth 3 marks.



[image: ]  Knowledge is made up of relevant and accurate descriptions and is worth 6 marks.



[image: ]  Analysis is made up of relevant comment arguing about the importance of individual factors and is worth 3 marks. If this is developed by identifying counter-argument or links between arguments a further 3 marks are available.



[image: ]  Evaluation is made up of relevant argument that directly answers the question posed, makes supported judgement on individual factors and builds across the essay. This is worth 4 marks.



[image: ]  Conclusion is made up of making a relative judgement between the factors you have developed in the main body of the essay that answers the question posed and is worth 3 marks.
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Summary





•  You have two exam papers, each 1 hour 30 minutes in length.



•  The British, European and world history paper asks you to write an extended response (an essay) from a choice of three questions for each part of the course you have studied. You must write two essays, one for each topic area.



•  The Scottish history paper assesses the Scottish topics and asks you to explain events and assess presented source material. One question is knowledge based and three questions ask about presented sources.
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The Scottish history exam paper


The basics


There will be five different topics in the Scottish history exam paper. You will have learned about one of the five topics.





•  Each topic will have four questions.



•  Each topic will have four sources on Scottish topics.



•  Each topic will be out of 36 marks overall: two questions will be out of 8 marks and two questions will be out of 10 marks.



•  Three of the questions will relate to the presented sources and one question will assess your knowledge of part of the course.





Sources


At the most basic level sources are divided into the categories of primary and secondary. You will probably be familiar with these terms. A primary source was produced at the time an event in the past was happening or by someone who experienced the event and then wrote about it at a later date. Secondary sources are written by people, normally historians, well after the event, but they are about the past. The sources that you will study will be written.


The important thing to remember is to make judgements on the presented sources in light of your understanding of the period you have studied. Your assessment of the source(s) is valid as long as you can properly justify it based on the available evidence. All of the questions require the application of accurate recalled knowledge and you should remember to use it when supporting your answer. Recalled knowledge can be used to extend and explain points from the source as well as supply new information not included in the source, but relevant to answer the posed question. The ‘Explain’ question will not have a source so you will have to use remembered information for the entire answer.


The Scottish history exam paper


Section 3 is a source-based part of the examination paper that assesses important periods from Scotland’s past.


You will be studying one of the following topics.






	
•  Topic A:

	  The Wars of Independence, 1249–1328






	
•  Topic B:

	  The age of the reformation, 1542–1603






	
•  Topic C:

	  The Treaty of Union, 1689–1740






	
•  Topic D:

	  Migration and empire, 1830–1939






	
•  Topic E:

	  The impact of the Great War, 1914–1928








How will this section of the exam paper be structured?


Each of the options studied provides illustrative examples of content to be covered in each area of mandatory content. The following is the outline for The impact of the Great War, 1914–1928.






	Topic E: The impact of the Great War, 1914–1928






	Key issues

	Description of content






	


1  Scots on the Western Front





	




•  voluntary recruitment



•  the experience of Scots on the Western Front, with reference to the battles of Loos and the Somme



•  the kilted regiments



•  the role of Scottish military personnel in terms of commitment, casualties, leadership and overall contribution to the military effort











	


2  Domestic impact of war: society and culture





	


•  recruitment and conscription



•  pacifism and conscientious objection



•  Defence of the Realm Act (DORA)



•  changing role of women in wartime, including rent strikes



•  scale and effects of military losses on Scottish society



•  commemoration and remembrance










	


3  Domestic impact of war: industry and economy





	


•  wartime effects of war on industry, agriculture and fishing



•  price rises and rationing



•  post-war economic change and difficulties



•  post-war emigration



•  the land issue in the Highlands and Islands










	


4  Domestic impact of war: politics





	


•  the impact of the war on political developments as exemplified by the growth of radicalism, the ILP and Red Clydeside



•  continuing support for political unionism



•  the crisis of Scottish identity



•  the significance of the Great War in the development of Scottish identity











The other four descriptors follow a similar structure of key areas and descriptions of content.


Question types: Introduction


There will be four questions assessing your skills in Scottish history. The wording of the questions is standard and will be used across all topic areas examined. The question stems are given below. Three of the questions relate to the presented sources. The final question is a knowledge question that is based purely on what you can remember about the period. There are four questions, so the entire course will be assessed in some way. As you can see from the above illustration there are four key areas. Each key area will be assessed in some way. Next to the key areas are descriptions of key content the exam board expect you to have covered.





1  Evaluate the usefulness of Source …    8 marks



2  How much do Sources X and Y reveal about different interpretations of …    10 marks



3  How fully does Source …    10 marks



4  Explain …    8 marks





These types of question assess your ability to:





•  evaluate a source and what it tells us about a historical event



•  analyse differing interpretations of a historical event



•  judge how much a source tells us about a historical event



•  explain the causes or impacts of a historical event.





Each question demands a particular approach and level of knowledge to be successfully completed.


Answer The Question (ATQ)


The biggest problem that examiners see with source work is candidates who do not Answer The Question. Many candidates simply select information from the presented sources and/or their own knowledge, but fail to comment on it in any way. If you do this you will get some credit for selecting the correct information (assuming you do), but you will not get the high marks YOU want.


To succeed, each question needs to be answered directly. The answer that merely provides relevant facts from the source and recall is not answering the posed question directly, even if the evidence selected is relevant to the question, and will not achieve high marks.


Question approach


1 Source evaluation question


This question is worth 8 marks. This question will relate to one of the areas identified in the description of content identified in each course descriptor, so it will ask about a narrow, specific area of the course content. The evaluation question is a basic question for historians looking at source material. Historians have to develop the ability to be critical with the evidence they are faced with. It is important not to accept evidence just because we are told it is useful. The time when a source is produced is important, as is who is telling us the information. The content is also very important as it can give us the view of the author. Also, what is not there is important. All sources you look at will only give you part of the picture of the event. Historians must, therefore, evaluate the usefulness of a source for the study of a particular topic. The question stem will, therefore, always be as follows: ‘Evaluate the usefulness of Source A as evidence of …’


So, for the ‘Evaluate the usefulness’ question you will need to explain whether or not the source is useful in explaining an event or development. Remember, you need to ATQ!


Remember, a source for this sort of question can only give us part of the picture (historians write books explaining developments and events), so a source is only going to be able to tell us part of the answer.


Good practice


A sentence that says, ‘Source A is useful for explaining … as it shows us … but it does not tell us the whole story …’ is providing an evaluation. The marker knows from this sentence that you know there is a bigger picture than the source is telling.



Bad practice


If, on the other hand, you say, ‘Source A describes developments … but it does not tell us about …’, you are simply describing the source and gaps. You are not answering the question directly.


Underneath each question in the exam paper there is a prompt to help you. It tells you what the examiners are looking for. For the ‘Evaluate the usefulness …’ question the prompt is as follows:


In reaching a conclusion you should refer to:





•  the origin and possible purpose of the source




•  the content of the source




•  recalled knowledge.






How are answers to this question marked?


The full 8 marks can be achieved in a number of combinations of source provenance, content and recalled information.
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Hints & tips


The evaluation of the source provenance is difficult. You must be specific with the detail offered by the source. For example, that means looking in detail at who the author is but relating this to the source’s usefulness. A big examiner complaint is that too many answers they see are vague and generalised.
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The marks for each of the features are achieved in the following ways:


Evaluation of provenance (where a source comes from)


Up to 4 marks may be given for making evaluative points about authorship, type of source, purpose and timing. For 4 marks to be given some explanation is needed as to why these features of the source are useful. This will depend on the particular source you are evaluating. You need to manage your comments to fit the particular source and question.


You need to make up to four points in the following way:


Source A is written by …, which is useful in studying … because …


Source A is a … type of source, which is useful for studying … because …


The level of detail given in the reason is key to getting marks here.


Evaluation of content


Up to 2 marks can be achieved for the interpretations of the parts of the source you consider are useful in terms of the question. For full marks to be given, each point needs to be mentioned separately and its usefulness explained.


Sources will contain three separate points of content that will gain credit; they will also contain material that will act as distracters, so be careful when selecting the information. Make sure that the information you use is relevant in answering the given question.


So, again, you need to make relevant evaluation of the content in the following way:


Source A describes …, which is useful in finding out about … because it shows …


You will need to do this up to twice.


Evaluation of relevant recall


Up to 3 marks are achieved by the application of relevant and developed recall. Recall can be through developing the points in the source further, or the introduction of new knowledge that the source does not contain. This has to be developed in terms of the question for marks to be given.


So, again, you need to make relevant evaluation of the gaps in knowledge that the source does not cover.


However, Source A does not tell us about …, which was an important effect/impact/part of …


You will need to do this up to three times.
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Checklist


When answering evaluation questions you should:





[image: ]  come to a judgement on the usefulness of the source in terms of the overall question



[image: ]  comment on the usefulness of the origin, authorship, type and purpose of the source



[image: ]  identify the main relevant points made in the presented source and comment on the usefulness of these



[image: ]  identify areas that extend the points in the source or that are not mentioned in the source, but relate to the question.
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2 The two-source interpretation question


This question is worth 10 marks. This question will relate to one of the areas identified in the description of content identified in each course descriptor, so it will ask about a narrow, specific area of the course content. The two sources will each contain three points of interpretation, relating to causes, consequences or analysis of developments. Remember, people disagree and agree about events. Two people can watch exactly the same football match and agree about the game. They will probably both support the same side. If two people support different sides they are likely to disagree about events on the pitch. You may get two people who agree on some bits of the game, but disagree on others.


The interpretation of differing views is an important skill for a historian to master. Views about important historical events differ. People in the past were no different to people today. For example, an English chronicler and a Scottish chronicler will probably have very different views of the Battle of Bannockburn. Historians can also differ in their interpretation of events. It is important to develop the skills that can identify these differences. In order to encourage you to identify the differences between two sources the question stem will be as follows: ‘How much do Sources A and B reveal about differing interpretations of …’


For the interpretation question you will need to explain the differing interpretations of the historical event or impact illustrated by the source. Six marks are available for this part of the answer. This can be gained in a number of ways. Each source will contain three points relevant to the issue identified in the question. The points from the source will need to be interpreted. This means you have to identify them and then explain them in your own words. You can also pick up marks for identifying the overall interpretation or focus of the source.


Six more marks are available for points of interpretation that have not been covered by the two sources. So, as you can see, you have 12 marks available so you can get the full 10 marks in a number of ways.


Remember you need to ATQ!
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Underneath each question in the exam paper there is a prompt to help you. It tells you what the examiners are looking for. For the ‘How much do Sources A and B reveal about differing interpretations of …’ question the prompt is as follows:


Use the sources and recalled knowledge.


How are answers to this question marked?


There are 10 marks allocated to this question as previously mentioned. Up to 6 marks are available for explaining the differing interpretations of the two sources and up to 6 marks are available for identifying interpretations that the two sources have not covered. You will have to make a clear judgement on how much the two sources show about differing interpretations of the historic events described in the sources. Source points will need to be explained and any recall you use will have to be linked to the answer with relevant explanation.


So, good practice may be to:


Make an overall judgement: Sources A and B show very different interpretations of …


Identify the overall viewpoints of the two sources: Source A suggests that … whereas Source B feels that …


Interpret the views of the first source: On the one hand Source A says …, which shows/explains …


Interpret the views of the second source: On the other hand Source B differs when it says … , which shows/explains …


Bring in recalled knowledge: However, Sources A and B leave out important points about … For example, the sources make no mention of … which is an important reason/cause/effect of …
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Checklist


When answering two-source interpretation questions you should:





[image: ]  come to a judgement as to the extent to which the source interpretations reveal differing interpretations of the historic events being described



[image: ]  interpret the significant views illustrated in each source to show the differing interpretations



[image: ]  bring in recall to show you understand that there are different interpretations that the sources do not cover.
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3 The ‘How fully’ question


This question is worth 10 marks. This question will relate to one of the four main key issues identified in each course descriptor, so it will ask about a broad area of the course content. This question tests your ability to relate a source to your broader knowledge of a period. A historian needs to place sources in their timeframe. Awareness of the broad events that surround a source is vital if a historian is to be fully informed about events. The presented source will tell you part of the answer. You will then need to show that you have identified information that the source does not include, but which is needed for a full answer to the question.


If a question begins with ‘How fully does Source D …’, it relates to one of the areas of mandatory content.


For a ‘How fully’ question you will need to come to a judgement about how fully the source explains events or developments from the subject you have studied. Remember, you need to ATQ!


This question is not like the ‘Evaluate the usefulness’ question because you do not need to comment on origin and purpose, but in another important way they are very similar.


A source for these sorts of questions can only give us part of the picture so a source is only going to be able to tell us part of the answer.


Underneath each question in the exam paper there is a prompt. It tells you what the examiners are looking for. For the ‘How fully …’ question the prompt is as follows:


Use the source and recalled knowledge.


How are answers to this question marked?


The question stem will be as follows: ‘How fully does Source D explain/illustrate/show …’


There will be 10 marks allocated to this question.





•  You can get up to 3 marks for the identification of points from the source that supports the judgement you have made. Each point from the source needs to be interpreted rather than simply copied from the source.



•  You can get up to 7 marks for the identification of points of significant omission that support your judgement.



•  You will only get 2 marks if you fail to make a judgement, so the first sentence of your answer is very important.





The judgement


A judgement needs to be made as to how fully the source explains/illustrates/shows these causes, characteristics or consequences of an event. Remember advice in previous questions on starting your answer with an evaluation that answers the question. It is exactly the same here, and remember that the presented source will not be enough, so it will not explain a development fully enough or far enough. Make that judgement!


Use of source


Up to 4 marks may be gained for interpretation of the parts of the source that are relevant, in terms of the proposed question. For full marks to be given, points need to be explained in terms of the question. Merely selecting relevant information and/or listing can only be considered to be one point.


So, good practice may be to say that:


Source D says …, which partly explains … (what the question is asking) as it says …, which is relevant to … because … (Do this at least three times.)


Use of relevant recall


The remaining marks, up to a maximum of 7, are achieved by the application of relevant and developed recall that is provided. This can be either points of extended development from the source content or new, but relevant, information. This has to be developed in terms of the question for full marks to be given.


So, good practice may be to say that:


However, Source D does not explain …, which is important in … (Do this seven times.)
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Checklist


When answering ‘How fully …’ questions you should:





[image: ]  come to a judgement as to how fully the source explains the causes, characteristics or consequences of an event in terms of the overall question



[image: ]  identify the main relevant points made in the presented source and explain these



[image: ]  identify areas that are not mentioned in the source, but relate to the question



[image: ]  conclude, giving an overall judgement.
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4 The ‘Explain’ question


This question is worth 8 marks. This question will relate to one of the four main key issues identified in each course descriptor, so it will ask about a broad area of the course content. There is no source for this question, so the answer will all be from your recalled knowledge. It is good practice to start with an introductory sentence to your answer that addresses the question. You then need to introduce specific examples that relate to the development or impact identified by the question. Each one of these points will need to be explained for marks to be given. One mark is given for each point and explanation made. This is Higher History, so you will need some specific exemplification to be sure of the mark.


So, if I was asked to explain the differing experiences of immigrant groups in Scotland, a response would look as follows:


Immigrant groups had very different experiences when they arrived and settled in Scotland. Italians experienced little prejudice from the Scots. Italians opened ice-cream shops as well as fish and chip shops, which were welcomed due to the new foods they offered to the Scottish people.
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Checklist


When answering the ‘Explain’ questions you should:





[image: ]  start with an overall introductory sentence



[image: ]  make individual points



[image: ]  explain points with detailed exemplification.
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Chapter 2


The assignment


What is the assignment?


The assignment is worth 30 marks. This means that it is worth 27 per cent or just under one-third of the marks that make up the total Higher History mark.


Earlier in this book, you learned how to write an essay-style extended response. This section of the book will build on this skill for the assignment.


There are some important differences between the extended responses you complete in an examination and the assignment:





•  You will choose the question or issue that you will answer. (Your teacher or lecturer will provide help if it is needed.)



•  You will research the topic.



•  You will write a Resource Sheet to help you answer the question.



•  You will write up the response in a 1 hour and 30 minutes supervised session.





In other words, you will know the question, unlike when you sit the final examination. Therefore, the assignment is an opportunity for you to show your historical skills. It enables you to plan a response to your chosen question well before the final write-up. This can be your best piece of work because you have the chance to work on it over a period of time. How that time is organised will depend on where you are studying. You will either work at your response over a short, focused period of time, or you will complete it over a number of weeks. Your teacher or lecturer will give you notice of when you will complete this piece of work.


How to choose a question


The question that you choose is very important. You are allowed an open choice of question. In other words, you can choose to complete an assignment on any historical period that you are interested in. However, there are a number of things that you should be aware of when choosing a question.


The assignment should be a piece of work that you enjoy doing. Therefore it is sensible that you choose a subject area that you enjoy. If you enjoy the topic you are going to try harder. However, the topic must also be one that you can reasonably complete in the time you are given. It should be a mainstream topic where there are a lot of resources for you to look at.


Make sure that you are answering a proper question that requires you to assess a development or evaluate the reasons for a development/event. Your question must let you argue a point. It needs to let you debate before drawing an overall conclusion to the question.
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