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Jenn Naughton, Courtney Ostaff, and Andrew Campbell are the co-hosts of the Modern Classical Education at Home podcast, where they share curmudgeonly opinions about curricula, tips for getting homeschooling done, and in-depth reviews of books on education. As veteran homeschoolers with children ranging in age from 31 to 8, their shared home education experience reflects their own neurodiversity, a ruthlessly practical streak, and a commitment to rigorous academics. They also share a love of reading twaddle, the occasional spot of home remodeling, and knitting more they can use.























INTRODUCTION








In How to Homeschool the Kids You Have, three veteran home educators lead you through the process of creating a custom educational plan that works for your family’s unique situation and your children’s needs. You’ll identify your own educational priorities and learn how to translate them into a strong academic program. You’ll also learn about what science tells us about how humans—especially young humans—learn, and why that information is crucial for the success of your homeschooling plans. Along the way, your authors share their own experiences and those of other homeschoolers to help you avoid pitfalls so you can provide your children with the excellent education that is their birthright.




Welcome In!


We are long-time homeschoolers and professional educators whose collective teaching experience totals half a century. Together, we’re probably best known as the hosts of the Modern Classical Education @ Home podcast, which has been called “the NPR of homeschool podcasts.” Our listeners know that we pull no punches when it comes to real talk about homeschooling and that we’re always down for a deep dive into educational theory, complete with footnotes. At the same time, we draw on our personal and professional experience to translate that theory into practical advice that real-life homeschoolers like you can use. Grab yourself a cup of coffee or tea and a piece of cake and pull up a chair while we introduce ourselves.




Courtney Ostaff (she/her)


I currently homeschool my two children, ages 8 and 14. I’ve been teaching online for more than 20 years. In the past, I’ve taught with Birth to Three, in my local public schools, and for community colleges. I hold certifications in math, science, social studies, and teaching the visually impaired. Currently, I teach classes at an online learning services provider that specializes in working with homeschooled students. I’m also the author of The Online Teaching Handbook (John Catt Educational, 2020). Aside from my time as a former board member of the West Virginia Home Education Association, as a licensed teacher I provide annual assessments to homeschoolers across the state.







Jenn Naughton (she/her)


I hadn’t even heard of homeschooling until six months before I pulled my kids out of school back in 2001. Now, more than 20 years later, I have four homeschool graduates. My oldest three boys are now 30, 28, and 27, and my daughter recently graduated summa cum laude with her BFA in Studio Arts. My youngest is still at home, and he’ll graduate from high school in two years. I have a high school degree and a bunch of college credits. As a lifelong learner, I always have a book within reach. In 2020, I founded The Bookish Society, which offers online literature and art classes. Bookish has served more than 150 homeschooled and traditionally schooled students to date, and we’re still going strong.







Drew Campbell (they/them)


I homeschooled my daughter in grades K–2, 4–5, and 9–10, and have worked extensively with homeschoolers as a private academic tutor. I hold a BA in Literature and Languages from Bennington College and a PhD in Germanic Literature and Languages from Washington University, St. Louis. I’ve been a classroom teacher and private school administrator as well as an editor and translator of literary fiction. I currently develop Modern Classical literature and language curriculum for homeschoolers at Quidnam Press. In addition, I am the author of The Latin-Centered Curriculum (Memoria Press, 2006; 2008). I live in Orlando, Florida, with my spouse and our daughter, who is currently pursuing a degree in Graphic Design.










Why Homeschool?


If you’re reading this book, you’re either homeschooling or considering it, or perhaps a family member or friend has given you this book to explain what they do with their kids around the kitchen table. Homeschooling is no longer the uncommon, off-beat educational option it once was; the COVID-19 pandemic meant that millions of American families were suddenly expected to supervise their children’s learning at home. While that supervision isn’t exactly what we mean when we talk about homeschooling, it did make home-based education part of the national discourse in ways it hadn’t been previously.


So who are today’s homeschoolers? And why do they choose to homeschool in the first place?


Over the years, we’ve talked to many people about why they started to homeschool, and in this section, we’ll describe some typical reasons. Maybe you’ll recognize yourself in one of these common scenarios—or more than one, as there’s rarely a single reason that families decide to homeschool. (These stories are fictitious, but they are based on the thousands of homeschoolers we’ve had contact with over the past two decades.)




The Accidental Homeschooler
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Mary’s husband was in the military and deployed for months at a time. This spring, their family was sent halfway across the country in mid-May. The schools her boys had been enrolled in ended at Memorial Day and with all the stress of the move, Mary didn’t even think of registering her children for school until after swimming lessons ended at the beginning of August. However, when she called the local district office, she was curtly informed that the local schools had started back the week before. Mary was already lukewarm about sending her boys to this district because of stories she’d heard while her boys were swimming. The other parents had mentioned a four-day school week and most of her neighbors seemed to pay for outside tutoring to make sure their children learned to read. The snippy attitude from the district tipped her toward homeschooling. Many military families homeschool their children, so Mary knew she would have support.




The Pandemic Homeschooler
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Dawn was laid off from her hospitality job at the beginning of the pandemic, which meant she could help her two older children with their online school. It was tough because she didn’t have enough data on her phone for them to be online all day, and the wifi hotspot the school district sent only worked outside, down the block. Dawn watched her first grader fall behind in reading and counted the dollars in her bank account. Swallowing her pride, she asked her parents if they could move in with them over the summer. Her parents decided that they could squeeze all six of them in their two-bedroom townhouse. They put the two boys in one bedroom, and the 5-year-old slept on a toddler mattress in her grandparents’ room. Dawn slept on the sofa. When Dawn got on the midnight shift at the local chicken processing plant, her mother, Cindy, ended up supervising the children’s online school. Cindy had taken early retirement as a teacher’s aide, but the tech issues were a nightmare. By the end of September, she sat Dawn down to talk about homeschooling the children. As an experienced educator, Cindy knew that the children would learn more without screens in the way.







The Unhappy Homeschooler
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Alicia looked at her short, plump seventh grader and didn’t like what she saw. He’d come home from school with a ripped t-shirt and a blooming black eye, again. He dropped his backpack in the hallway and disappeared into his bedroom without a word. Frustrated, Alicia decided to go through his backpack. His normally good grades had been dropping like a rock for the last few months, and she was determined to figure it out why. She was horrified by what she discovered inside the backpack. His notebooks had footprints ground into them and slurs scribbled on them. His assignments that had been graded were crinkled up at the bottom of his backpack. When Alicia smoothed them out on the dining room table, she found a social studies assignment that claimed the Civil War was about states’ rights, not slavery. Apparently, her son had turned in the assignment with all blank spots, and had received a zero for it. That night, when Alicia talked to her husband about her worries for their son, he brought up homeschooling. One of his coworkers homeschooled his children, and they seemed to be fine. Maybe their son could do it too. As a nurse, Alicia could request mostly weekend shifts at the hospital and teach him during the week.







The Medical Needs Homeschooler
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Four hours per week. That was the amount of homebound teaching that Tanya’s daughter would get. Born with a complex, chronic health condition, her daughter needed a risky surgery that would leave her bed bound for months while she healed. Tanya’s daughter enjoyed going to school, but that wasn’t an option right now. As an advocate for her daughter, Tanya didn’t want her to fall behind in school, so Tanya had talked to the counselor at her daughter’s school about homebound education services. But Tanya knew that four hours per week wasn’t enough for her daughter to keep up with her classmates in any meaningful way. From experience, Tanya knew that the teacher would send home packets of worksheets or assign videos and games to play, and that wasn’t enough. Tanya wanted her daughter to finish out the year with the skills she needed for the next level in math and to keep up with the Spanish she’d been learning at school. That Sunday at church, Tanya noticed a homeschooled girl jumping rope with the other children’s choir members while they all counted in Spanish. She didn’t really want to homeschool her daughter, but Tanya realized that she wouldn’t be alone. Her church family would help.







The Academic Homeschooler
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Rachel had never expected to be rebuked by her son’s kindergarten teacher because he could already read, but here she was. When she’d been waiting in the pickup line at preK–3, one of the older, more experienced parents had casually mentioned that they’d prepped their rising kindergartner for the entrance test by teaching them to read with Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons. Rachel hadn’t known that public school kindergarteners had entrance testing, so she’d ordered her own copy and worked through all 100 lessons with their son. He’d picked up reading without much fuss, and now he was waiting out in the hallway with the fourth Harry Potter book to keep him occupied. Her wife, Malikah, had always enjoyed puzzles, and a weekly Saturday night board game time meant that their son had figured out multiplication without any explicit teaching. Now their bright boy was a problem because he was bored in the classroom? After the parent-teacher conference, Rachel and Malikah tucked the children into bed and called Rachel’s uncle. He’d homeschooled her cousins, who had attended top tier universities. They’d tried their highly-ranked public magnet school, but now was the time to get some advice about homeschooling.







The Special Education Homeschooler
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Eric knew his daughter was a little spacey, but she was also bright and cheerful. Or, at least she had been. He watched her step off the school bus with her head down and her shoulders hunched, alone while all the other children ran and shouted. Eric felt dread at the inevitable note from the teacher. “Please discuss class-appropriate behavior with Mia. She needs to attend to her work and not other students’ conversations.” “Please discuss lying with Mia. She’s capable of doing the work and noisy lights are not a valid excuse.” “Please remind Mia that being disrespectful includes correcting the teacher during class discussions.” That night, Mia had a night terror yet again, and Eric’s heart broke a little more because Mia was terrified of being “bad at school.” That night, he found his wife at the dining room table, reading Mia’s results from the psych evaluation. His sweet little girl had been diagnosed with ADHD and autism. Eric thought about his brother, who’d always struggled with reading and was now working on a traveling construction crew as a laborer. At work the next day, Eric’s boss announced that under the new employee benefits program, he could work four ten-hour shifts, half of them from home. When Eric’s wife suggested homeschooling Mia, Eric was on board.







The Aspiring-Pro Child Homeschooler
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Lucy spent a lot of time waiting in cars and lobbies for her daughter, Olivia. At 15, Olivia was a serious ballet student, spending all her time outside school at the ballet center. Her grades were slipping because she danced every weekday from three to eight, which didn’t leave enough time to do homework. Olivia was frustrated because she wasn’t competitive with many of the other dancers, who were homeschooled, and were able to schedule their academics around their ballet classes. When Olivia brought home another report card with Ds and Fs, and a flyer for the pre-professional program, Lucy knew she had to have some serious discussions with her daughter. The pre-professional program meant dancing from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm every day, schoolwork to be done after dance. Olivia wasn’t quite old enough for it, but she had enough talent to be competitive for it later. Lucy decided to reach out to some other parents to see how they handled homeschooling.







The Religious Homeschooler
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Sarah and Michael had both attended private, religious K–12 schools, but a multi-year overseas mission from their church meant that their preferred academically competitive, religious school wouldn’t be an option for their seven children, ranging in age from 14 months to 13 years. They knew they would return to the USA eventually, so they wanted their children to learn in English and keep to the same learning as their peers. Both Sarah and Michael felt that Sarah’s place was in the home, raising their children. Michael reached out to others who’d been on missions and found that Sarah’s lack of a college degree wasn’t a barrier to homeschooling their children. Some of their church family had felt called to create guidelines that would help Sarah homeschool their children so that they could eventually return to their private, religious school.







The Intentional Homeschooler
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Jakob had not enjoyed his K–12 school experience, and Esteban had been homeschooled. When the couple adopted their first child, Abigail, they’d begun thinking about homeschooling her. Both Esteban and Jakob already worked from home, Esteban as a translator and Jakob as a freelance computer programmer. Homeschooling seemed like a natural extension of the way that their life would adjust to having a child in their home. The couple decided on a low-tech approach in the early years, banning any toys with batteries. Jakob spoke to Abigail only in German and Esteban spoke to her only in Spanish, to make sure she was multilingual. When Abigail turned three, they joined a local homeschool hiking group and began investigating co-ops and cottage schools, but decided that they enjoyed their flexible schedule too much to work their lives around any kind of school. Jakob and Esteban eventually agreed that Abigail would formally begin learning to read, write, and do math when the family returned from her fourth birthday trip to the Grand Canyon.







The Afterschooling Homeschooler
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Elizabeth became concerned when she realized that her son, Bobby, wasn’t reading like the rest of the children in his class. His teacher kept telling her not to worry, that Bobby would catch up, but Elizabeth was done waiting. She did some research online about supplementing reading at home and learned that many people did afterschooling—homeschooling their child after they did regular school. She joined online groups where people talked about how they helped their children with reading or math, and thought maybe she could do that, too. She wondered how this was different from hiring a tutor or just helping Bobby with his homework, but then she realized that these parents weren’t supplementing what was being learned in school. Instead, they were buying curriculum and teaching their children all kinds of things that weren’t being taught in school, like cursive or advanced math. Elizabeth decided to talk to her husband when he got back from his latest long-haul trucking job. Maybe they could budget some money for an expensive language arts curriculum that people online said was particularly good for struggling readers.










Jenn’s Homeschool Origin Story


My oldest two children started out in school. They were eager to attend, but their school experiences were rough from the beginning. It turned out that, as different as they were, they both had ADHD, one the inattentive type and one the hyperactive type. They were behind in some subjects and ahead in others. School wasn’t working for any of us.


I took things one step at a time. First, I ordered a boxed curriculum for both boys for the price of two months’ tuition at the parochial school. I thought I’d work with them as if we were homeschooling, just for that summer. We started in June, and it went well.


In fact, we all thrived at home. I joke that it was easier to teach my crew everything than to get them all out the door every morning. I had good relationships with my kids, and they behaved well for me most of the time. My next three kids were all homeschooled from the start.







Meeting Student Needs


As Jenn’s story and our other scenarios show, many parents turn to homeschooling due to a mismatch between the family’s or child’s needs and what the school can provide. For whatever reason, the gap between parents’ expectations of the schools and what the schools actually do is just too big to bridge. Since children are usually the single most precious part of a family’s life and most people value education, it’s hardly surprising that parents will avoid putting their kids in schools where their needs aren’t being met.


However, because homeschooling is not easy, family circumstances frequently change, and new school options open up, some homeschoolers do eventually end up placing their children in brick-and-mortar schools, often at the transition to middle school or high school. As we like to say, homeschooling is not a tattoo. It’s not forever. Drew’s daughter went back and forth between homeschooling and brick-and-mortar schools several times before graduating from a public charter school. The family reassessed their educational choices every year, even changing their plans in the middle of the year when a school situation became untenable.


We encourage families to make thoughtful, informed choices about their children’s education, one step at a time. You can only educate the child you have, at their current stage of development, with their unique needs, and with the educational options available to you.







Who This Book Is For


Every author envisions their audience as they write. We think it’s fair to describe the imaginary reader we’re writing for so you can mentally adjust for our assumptions if they don’t fit you.


We assume that you’re probably a woman1 living in North America, with elementary-age children. You’re either not yet homeschooling or have been homeschooling for less than three years. Perhaps you began educating at home because of the COVID-19 pandemic, with little advance planning and little support. Whether or not your family is religious, you’re committed to academic homeschooling and prefer to teach using primarily or exclusively secular materials.


You may not fit that profile exactly—or at all—but whoever you are, we want to congratulate you on your interest in homeschooling. While the journey hasn’t always been an easy one for any of us, we are all proud homeschoolers, and we want to share our knowledge and experiences to make your homeschool the best it can be.







You Might Not Find This Book Helpful If…


Now you know who we are and some of the reasons we and others choose to homeschool. However, before we go any further, we want to acknowledge that this book won’t be equally helpful to every reader. Reasons why you might not find this book helpful include the following:




	Your children are using online education at home through the public school system. If this is your situation, this book is probably not going to be useful for you. Homeschooling, as we use the term, implies that the parents, not the schools, decide on and implement curriculum. If your child is enrolled in a public school, even a virtual one, you won’t have much, if any, choice about what is taught, or how, or when.



	You are homeschooling primarily to teach a predefined worldview. If you’re homeschooling primarily to “pass on a particularistic, usually religious, vision to your children,”2 please understand that this book is focused on secular academics, not inculcating a particular worldview in your children.



	You are looking for a detailed homeschooling guide with explicit curriculum recommendations. While we discuss what to teach at various ages and what to look for in curriculum, we do not offer many specific curriculum suggestions. For detailed grade-by grade recommendations, see Jenn Naughton’s forthcoming book, There’s No Place like Home: The Bookish Society’s Guide to Home Education; The Well-Trained Mind by Susan Wise Bauer and Jessie Wise (1999); or past episodes of our podcast, Modern Classical Education @ Home (modernclassicaleducation.com).



	You are committed to unschooling or other forms of child-led learning. You should know up front that we are not supportive of child-led education, in which the child’s interests determine the topics they learn about. We talk briefly about why we prefer adult-directed education at various points in this book, but if unschooling is your chosen educational philosophy, this isn’t the book for you.



	You are homeschooling as a form of protest against formal schooling or governmental oversight of education. If you’re homeschooling as an “anti-modern gesture of protest against institutionalism, credentialed expertise, and the regimentation of childhood,”3 please be aware that we are firmly in favor of adult-led education with regular routines and respect for expertise. Although we may not agree with every existing governmental regulation, we recognize and affirm as legitimate the interest of the state in ensuring that all students receive an education.



	You are homeschooling because your child is an aspiring professional athlete. We’ll be honest and tell you that high-level athletics are not something any of us has experience with. As the rules for participation in athletics at both the high school and collegiate level change often, you’re better off getting information and support from a local homeschool group, from coaches, and from parents who’ve supported children with professional athletic aspirations through high school and into college.











We’re Not the Homeschool Police


As co-hosts of the Modern Classical Education @ Home podcast, we’ve gained a reputation for being outspoken when it comes to homeschooling. You can expect real talk in this book, and you may find that some of our opinions challenge your assumptions. We believe we have good reasons for those opinions, and we always try to bring receipts when we make specific claims. We try to distinguish carefully between our experience homeschooling our own children, our experience as professional educators in a variety of settings, and opinions that we base on scientific research. We also try to be transparent about the ways in which our own varied backgrounds influence our perceptions.


That said, we are not the homeschool police. We will be the first to admit that we don’t have all the answers. Even in our 40s and 50s, having graduated multiple children and taught thousands more, we are still learning. You know your children and your family situation intimately; we don’t. If you see something that makes you raise an eyebrow, we urge you to give it due consideration (check those receipts), but if it really doesn’t resonate with you, let it go. We won’t know, and we won’t judge you. We know that people’s priorities, values, and resources differ. The beauty of homeschooling is the ability to be flexible and do what is best for your family.







How To Use This Book


Despite its modest length, this book contains a lot of information. To help you make the best use of that information, we’ve created a flow chart to show one path you might take through it as you design your homeschool.


One important note: You’ll notice that “purchase curriculum” is way down this list. This is deliberate. We’ve seen people spend thousands on useless products because they were taken in by pretty graphic design, shiny advertising claims, or flash-in-the-pan Instagram trends. FOMO—Fear of Missing Out—otherwise known as self-doubt, is real. We’ve experienced it ourselves. Live and learn from our mistakes.


Buying curriculum before you’ve settled on your educational goals and homeschooling style is like building the roof of a house before you’ve laid the foundation—or even chosen the build site. There’s a lot you need to know before you spend your hard-earned money on curriculum. Please take the time to read this book and the few other titles we recommend before spending a dime on curriculum. You will save yourself a lot of time and money in the long run.




	Read Part I.



	Check applicable laws4 and start building your support network by joining one or more homeschooling groups on Facebook or elsewhere.



	Read Part II.



	Research curriculum for each of the major content areas.5



	Read Part III.



	Administer baseline testing.6



	Purchase or borrow curriculum.



	Create your teaching plan (daily and weekly schedule).



	Implement your teaching plan.



	After one month, three months, six months, one year, reassess and adjust your plan.






How to Use this Book
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1 Home education is overwhelmingly handled by women, usually mothers, as we saw during the COVID-19 pandemic. We do want to acknowledge the minority of homeschoolers who, like Drew, are not moms.



2 Kunzman, R and Gaither, M (2020) “Homeschooling: An Updated Comprehensive Survey of the Research”, Remembering 9(1) .



3 Ibid.



4 See Appendix A.



5  See Appendix B and The Well-Trained Mind by Susan Wise Bauer and Jessie Wise (1999).



6 See chapter 17.






























PART I:





BECOMING AN EDUCATIONAL ARCHITECT





In this section, we’ll guide you through the process of defining your educational goals so you can choose a style of homeschooling that reflects them. We’ll explain what subjects you need to teach at each level of your child’s education and how to choose great curriculum that will help you meet your goals. We’ll walk you through setting up a schedule and finding a community to support you as you work your plan.




Designing Your Homeschool
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CHAPTER 1


DEFINING YOUR EDUCATIONAL GOALS





Before we begin this chapter, we would like to ask you a question:


What is the purpose of education?


If that question seems too lofty or vague, try these:


What does an educated adult know?


What knowledge, skills, and abilities do they have?


Take a moment to think about those questions. If you find you need more than a moment, that’s a good sign that you’re thinking deeply. You might want to make some notes or journal your answers so you can share them with the other stakeholders in your children’s education, such as a partner, grandparent, or the children themselves. We also encourage you to revisit these questions every year or so as your children get older and their own interests and goals become clearer.




Purposes and Goals of Education


Over the years, we’ve spent a lot of time thinking and reading about the purposes of education. Here we would like to offer you some common answers to the questions we posed above: What is the purpose of education? What does an educated adult know?




	Utilitarianism: From this perspective, the purpose of education is to get a good job so that you can support yourself financially. Since we cannot all follow our bliss into gainful employment, we need to teach our children skills that will contribute to their future economic success in our society.



	Citizenship: Here the purpose of education is to become an active member of our democratic society. Students need to know how their government works and enough about various subjects to make informed choices in the voting box.



	Self-Actualization: In this theory, education exists to help children develop their own interests, skills, and talents, whatever those may be, for their own use. This view centers the needs of the individual rather than those of the society or state.



	Liberal Arts: Here we see the lofty philosophical goal of apprehending truth, beauty, and goodness. Along the way, students develop critical thinking skills, an appreciation for art, and a concern for truth and justice, including social justice.1






PHILOSOPHIES OF EDUCATION
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You will undoubtedly have noticed two things already. First, it’s possible to hold multiple educational goals simultaneously. As parents, most of us want our children to be informed citizens and happy and ethical adults and gainfully employed so they’ll move out of the basement someday. Second, in practice, not all of these goals are in harmony with each other. If you believe firmly in educational utilitarianism, you’ll likely prioritize practical vocational training over, say, funding the arts in schools. (Two of us are the proud parents of art majors, but… we get it.) If, on the other hand, you hold to the liberal arts or self-actualization ideals, you’ll likely fight tooth and nail for those arts programs since they support your goals.


We’re convinced that most of the criticism of the public schools and debates about funding come down to competing and mutually incompatible understandings of the purpose of education. In homeschooling, we need to be aware of these competing ideals and figure out how to balance them for our children.


These are weighty concepts; philosophers have debated them for centuries, and eduwonks continue to do so on Twitter daily. We don’t expect them to be resolved definitively, well, ever, for the simple reason that people are different.


But figuring out what is important to you is critical for your next steps in homeschooling.







From Purpose to Practice


Once you have identified your personal understanding of the purpose of education, you can start to think about your goals for your child’s education and what steps you’ll need to take to achieve those goals.


Here are some questions to ask yourself:




	How important is it to you to prepare your child for a college education?



	Does your child have any special talents or interests that you want to nurture?



	What is your family’s financial picture? How much can you afford to spend on educational opportunities for your child, now and in the future?



	Does your child have any physical or mental health issues that might affect their education?



	What is the relative importance to you of practical skills versus theoretical knowledge?



	What expectations do you have about your child’s independence as an adult? At what point do you expect them to be self-sustaining financially?






Some of these questions may not appear to have immediate relevance to choosing an elementary math curriculum! But they do matter in the long run. Perhaps you believe that once a person reaches legal adulthood they should move out of their parents’ home and support themselves financially. If that is the case, you will want to tailor your child’s education toward gainful employment from the start, emphasizing practical, marketable skills. If, on the other hand, you are more concerned that your child find a career or lifestyle that is personally fulfilling and you are in a position to allow your young person time and leisure to discover their interests and gifts, then you may not care if they are “launched” by age 18 or 21. You may be willing and able to finance a gap year for travel, an unpaid internship, or even a few questionable business ideas while your child finds their way. Or you may belong to a culture in which adult children are expected to live with their parents until they marry, perhaps contributing financially to the household. Again, this will influence your educational decisions.


If your children are young, you may not be able to answer some of these questions right now. That’s okay. Keep in mind that, as any parent of an adult child will tell you, your dreams and plans for your child will have to give way to the actual human being in front of you—who is rarely exactly as you imagined them when you were decorating the nursery. Still, it’s worth examining your own assumptions and ideals as they relate to your child’s education.







College? Career? Both! Both Is Good!


For the purposes of this book, we’re going to assume that your child will need to be gainfully employed at some point. Except for a few members of the economic elite, college is not an end in itself but a stepping stone to future employment, so we will also assume that you want to prepare your children for at least the possibility of attending college. This doesn’t mean you have to be “homeschooling for Harvard.” It might mean a vocational program at a community college, as it has for several of Jenn’s kids and for Drew’s daughter. It might mean a state university, as it did for Jenn’s daughter. It might mean a private college or university. It might mean graduate school, as it did for both Courtney and Drew.


From this perspective, a college-preparatory curriculum provides at least a preliminary step toward career readiness. We believe that, in the 21st century, any student with the requisite abilities and interests should be given the advantage of a college education. We urge you to choose educational options that keep the door to college open to your child.







1 For a slightly different take on this topic, see Drew’s article “The Curriculum Roadmap and the Purpose of Education” at quidnampress.com/purpose-of-education.

























CHAPTER 2


CHOOSING YOUR HOMESCHOOLING APPROACH





In this chapter, we discuss different styles of homeschooling. We’re calling them “approaches,” but you may also see them referred to as philosophies, methods, or styles.


We emphasize academic approaches that are consonant with the college-prep option we discussed in the last chapter, but other styles or philosophies are mentioned because homeschoolers are likely to come across them online or in their local homeschooling communities. Some of these homeschooling approaches overlap with secular or religious worldviews—overarching perspectives that provide a conceptual framework and that define the purpose of education for a given family.


Understanding the range of homeschooling options will help you choose curriculum that reflects your priorities.




Common Academic Homeschooling Approaches


There are as many ways to homeschool as there are homeschooling families. All three of us entered the homeschooling world through the door marked “classical education,” but there are other rigorous methods you should know about. Here we highlight the most popular approaches with parents who, like us, prioritize academics.




Classical Education




[image: Outline of an ancient container with a pointed bottom known as amphore.]




Traditional classical education traces its roots to the ancient Mediterranean world, and it centers the study of the histories, literatures, and cultures of ancient Greece and Rome—or what, at the university level, would be called “Classics.” Traditional classical educators will typically teach Latin and Greek and will prioritize mastery of those languages. Overall, this style of education tends toward depth rather than breadth; multum non multa—quality not quantity—is its motto. As a result, the range of subjects is limited and the content is often Eurocentric, sometimes to the complete or near-complete exclusion of other cultures. It also privileges high culture: the Western literary canon, European classical music, art, dance, and drama. Most (though not all!) traditional classical educators are Christian and seek to impart a religious world view to their students.
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Neoclassical education is based on the ideas of Dorothy Sayers, a 20th-century novelist and playwright. She reworked the medieval Trivium—the classical language arts of grammar, logic, and rhetoric—into stages of child development that roughly correspond to elementary school, middle school, and high school. This style of education was popularized in the 1980s among conservative evangelical Christian homeschoolers and quickly became the dominant style of classical education for homeschoolers. The best known articulation of the neoclassical idea is The Well-Trained Mind by Susan Wise Bauer and Jessie Wise. If you hear someone referring to “the grammar stage” or “the logic stage,” you’ll know they’re coming from a neoclassical perspective. Although it started in a deeply religious milieu, neoclassical education is also popular with secular homeschoolers.
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Modern Classical Education is an emerging approach to the classical tradition. Since 2016 or so, we’ve been having discussions with homeschooling parents who are attracted to the rigor of classical education but are put off either by its perceived Eurocentrism, or by religious elements, or both. In April, 2018, Jenn started a Facebook group to discuss the secular charter school line from a popular religious homeschool curriculum provider. That group quickly grew and evolved as members tried to work out what a secular, inclusive form of classical education might look like for homeschoolers. This focus on rigorous academics that didn’t exclude religious curricula turned out to be so popular that the group exploded in size, and Courtney and Drew were brought on board to help manage it. Although we no longer run the group, it’s still going under the name “Inclusive Academic Homeschoolers.” Along the way, we embraced the term “Modern Classical” for our style of secular, inclusive, academic education.
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