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Get the most from this book



Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages iv–vi to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the ‘Now test yourself’ questions and checked your answers.





You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips and checklists


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam. The exam checklists provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Typical mistakes


The author identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are provided online.
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Key terms


Clear, concise definitions of essential key words are provided where they first appear.


Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Key quotes


Quotations from prominent figures and key texts help your understanding of the content.
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Revision activities


These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Making links


Useful links are provided to other topics within the specification.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the Now test yourself questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.
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My revision planner





Introduction to Christianity


Assessment and exams


Countdown to my exams







1 Augustine’s teaching on human nature







1.1 Introduction


1.2 Human relationships pre- and post-Fall


1.3 Original Sin and its effects


1.4 God’s grace


1.5 Analysing Augustine


1.6 Summary and exam tips







2 Death and the afterlife







2.1 Introduction


2.2 Christian teachings on heaven


2.3 Christian teachings on hell


2.4 Assessing teachings on heaven and hell


2.5 Purgatory


2.6 Election


2.7 Summary and exam tips







3 Knowledge of God’s existence







3.1 Introduction


3.2 Natural knowledge of God’s existence


3.3 Revealed knowledge of God’s existence


3.4 Has the Fall completely removed all natural human knowledge of God?


3.5 Is belief in God’s existence sufficient to put one’s trust in him?


3.6 Is natural knowledge of God the same as revealed knowledge of God?


3.7 Summary and exam tips







4 The person of Jesus Christ







4.1 Introduction


4.2 Jesus the Son of God


4.3 Jesus as a teacher of wisdom


4.4 Jesus as a liberator


4.5 Discussing the issues


4.6 Summary and exam tips







5 Christian moral principles







5.1 Introduction


5.2 The Bible as the only source of ethics


5.3 Bible, Church and reason


5.4 Bible, Church and reason (continued)


5.5 Love as the only ethical principle


5.6 Christian ethics: distinctive, personal, communal


5.7 Summary and exam tips







6 Christian moral action







6.1 Introduction


6.2 Duty to God and duty to the State


6.3 Church as community and source of spiritual discipline


6.4 The cost of discipleship


6.5 Assessing Bonhoeffer: God’s will and suffering


6.6 Assessing Bonhoeffer: his relevance for today


6.7 Summary and exam tips







7 Religious pluralism







7.1 Introduction


7.2 Exclusivism


7.3 Inclusivism


7.4 Pluralism


7.5 Discussing theology of religion


7.6 Inter-faith dialogue


7.7 The scriptural reasoning movement


7.8 Discussing inter-faith dialogue


7.9 Summary and exam tips







8 Gender







8.1 Introduction


8.2 Gender and gender roles


8.3 Christian teaching on the roles of men and women in the family and society


8.4 Motherhood/parenthood


8.5 Different types of family


8.6 Reinterpretation of God by feminist theologians: Rosemary Radford Ruether


8.7 Reinterpretation of God by feminist theologians: Mary Daly


8.8 Comparing Ruether and Daly


8.9 Assessing gender and theology


8.10 Summary and exam tips







9 The challenge of secularism







9.1 Introduction


9.2 The view that society would be happier without Christianity


9.3 The view that Christian belief should play no part in public life


9.4 Is Christianity a major cause of personal and social problems?


9.5 Are secularism and secularisation opportunities for Christianity?


9.6 Assessing secularism


9.7 Summary and exam tips







10 Liberation theology and Marx







10.1 Introduction


10.2 Marx’s teachings


10.3 Liberation theology


10.4 Assessing liberation theology


10.5 Summary and exam tips


Glossary








Introduction to Christianity



What is this book about?


Christianity, as we know it, is very different from the Christianity of the first century. And Christianity as one person knows it today could be very different to how another person in this country, let alone another country, knows it. This paper is about understanding the different approaches taken to Christianity and to try to get a sense of what sort of religion it needs to be as we move further into the twenty-first century.


The world is changing:





•  people’s priorities



•  the ways we interact with each other



•  who we interact with – and where they come from



•  the pace and speed of life



•  how easily we trust in things to do with faith



•  the importance of science and reason.





But some things for Christians don’t change:





•  the role of God in the world



•  the dignity of every human being



•  the origins and consequences of sin



•  what Jesus said and did



•  what Jesus intended the Church to be like



•  what happens when we die.





This paper challenges you to bring the two together. Theology is the study of religions; this paper focuses on Christianity, a religion full of different approaches, plenty of history and many colourful figures. At the heart of Christianity is the extremely colourful figure of Jesus Christ. What did the Christ-event actually do to the world?


What is theology?


If you were to choose a theology degree at university, you could find yourself exploring a range of religions or focusing on one religion, often Christianity. If it were a Christianity-based degree, you might do a number of papers on the Bible, or on key beliefs, or on Church history. You could look at sociology or psychology of religion, or worship or architecture; philosophy and ethics, archaeology, mythology and so on. This paper begins to touch on many of these aspects and different teachers will approach different topics in different ways. The examiner will be trained to give marks to what is right in your essays, even if you have been taught differently from someone else.


Enjoy it!


There will always be subtopics that you find harder than others, or that you just cannot get along with – but always make the most of your opportunity to study these topics – read around, search for key words on the internet and see what you find.


This paper is different to the other two papers you study. Philosophy and ethics are both part of the same branch of study; this is a different branch. The way you use your skills in the Christianity paper might be slightly different. Your essays will feel slightly different – the discussion might be broader than a philosophy essay; more historical than an ethics essay. Don’t worry – just like the other two papers, if you are answering the question, using a range of points and arguments, you will be doing just fine.


If you are a Christian, you might find some of the conversations quite awkward or challenging – you might feel that your faith is under the spotlight. Enjoy the opportunity to develop your beliefs. If you are of another faith tradition, you might find it hard to empathise with where Christians are coming from. Enjoy finding links with your own religion and understanding big questions from a different perspective. If you don’t follow a religion, you might find yourself looking from the outside inwards sometimes. Enjoy examining one of the biggest influences on the western world.





Assessment and exams



How the assessment objectives work depends on whether you are studying Religious Studies for AS- or A-level. If you are doing an AS course then there is no level 6 and the marks are split evenly between AO1 and AO2. If you are doing an A-level course, then 60 per cent of the marks are for AO2. The difference in weightings does not affect the advice in this book, nor what makes an essay a good essay: you do not have to do anything different at A-level to AS-level, it’s just that how good you are at the different skills is given a different number of marks. Equally, don’t feel you have to separate out AO1 and AO2 – write a series of great paragraphs and trust the marker to filter things out!


At AS-level, your exam is 1 hour and 15 minutes and you have to do two questions (from a choice of three). At A-level, your exam is 2 hours and you have to do three questions (from a choice of four). If you are doing the AS-level, you only need Chapters 1–6 of this book; you will need all ten chapters for the full A-level. Allowing time for settling down and choosing your questions, you basically have 35 minutes at AS-level and not much more at A-level for an essay. That doesn’t seem much, but remember that the examiner will be aware of this.


Assessment objective 1: Knowledge and understanding


You will be able to see here that the marks are gained for being able to choose the right information to help you to answer the question. Better essays come from being more precise and knowing a useful range of material which you can explain concisely. The levels of response mark scheme for AO1 is included below.






	
Level (Mark)    

	Levels of response: Assessment objective 1 (AO1)





	

6


(14–16)




	

An excellent demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:





•  fully comprehends the demands of, and focuses on, the question throughout



•  excellent selection of relevant material which is skilfully used



•  accurate and highly detailed knowledge which demonstrates deep understanding through a complex and nuanced approach to the material used



•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context



•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding












	

5


(11–13)


(AS: 13–15)




	

A very good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:





•  focuses on the precise question throughout



•  very good selection of relevant material which is used appropriately



•  accurate, and detailed knowledge which demonstrates very good understanding through either the breadth or depth of material used



•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding












	

4


(8–10)


(AS: 10–12)




	

A good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:





•  addresses the question well



•  good selection of relevant material, used appropriately on the whole



•  mostly accurate knowledge which demonstrates good understanding of the material used, which should have reasonable amounts of depth or breadth



•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding












	

3


(5–7)


(AS: 7–9)




	

A satisfactory demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:





•  generally addresses the question



•  mostly sound selection of mostly relevant material



•  some accurate knowledge which demonstrates sound understanding through the material used, which might however be lacking in depth or breadth



•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with only partial success












	

2


(3–4)


(AS: 4–6)




	

A basic demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:





•  might address the general topic rather than the question directly



•  limited selection of partially relevant material



•  some accurate, but limited, knowledge which demonstrates partial understanding



•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary



•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with little success












	

1


(1–2)


(AS: 1–3)




	

A weak demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:





•  almost completely ignores the question



•  very little relevant material selected



•  knowledge very limited, demonstrating little understanding



•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary



•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority to demonstrate knowledge and understanding












	

0 (0)




	

No creditworthy response










Assessment objective 2: Analysis and evaluation


AO2 is about your ability to argue in response to the question. Examiners are making an assessment of your ‘extended response’ – how well are you arguing? Can you show that you have thought about a range of different approaches to the issue in the question? Are you critical about all the points you offer? Do you develop the arguments you give rather than stating them and moving on? The levels of response mark scheme for AO2 is included below.






	
Level (Mark)    

	Levels of response: Assessment objective 2 (AO2)






	

6


(21–24)




	

An excellent demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:





•  excellent, clear and successful argument



•  confident and insightful critical analysis and detailed evaluation of the issue



•  views skilfully and clearly stated, coherently developed and justified



•  answers the question set precisely throughout



•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context



•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: There is an excellent line of reasoning, well-developed and sustained, which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.









	

5


(17–20)


(AS: 13–15)




	

A very good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:





•  clear argument which is mostly successful



•  successful and clear analysis and evaluation



•  views very well stated, coherently developed and justified



•  answers the question set competently



•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.









	

4


(13–16)


(AS: 10–12)




	

A good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:





•  argument is generally successful and clear



•  generally successful analysis and evaluation



•  views well stated, with some development and justification



•  answers the question set well



•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear, relevant and logically structured.









	

3


(9–12)


(AS: 7–9)




	

A satisfactory demonstration of analysis and/evaluation in response to the question:





•  some successful argument



•  partially successful analysis and evaluation



•  views asserted but often not fully justified



•  mostly answers the set question



•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation with only partial success





Assessment of extended response: There is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and which has some structure.









	

2


(5–8)


(AS: 4–6)




	

A basic demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:





•  some argument attempted, not always successful



•  little successful analysis and evaluation



•  views asserted but with little justification



•  only partially answers the question



•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary



•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority to support analysis and evaluation with little success





Assessment of extended response: There is a line of reasoning which has some relevance and which is presented with limited structure.









	

1


(1–4)


(AS: 1–3)




	

A weak demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:





•  very little argument attempted



•  very little successful analysis and evaluation



•  views asserted with very little justification



•  unsuccessful in answering the question



•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary



•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: The information is communicated in a basic/unstructured way.









	

0 (0)




	

No creditworthy response













Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go





•  Start by looking at the specification available from www.ocr.org.uk. Make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages iv–vi to familiarise yourself with the topics.



•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you group your notes into topics.



•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.



•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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4–6 weeks to go





•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, typical mistakes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.



•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers online.



•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.



•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the questions in the exam checklists in the book.



•  Try different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flashcards.



•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go





•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.



•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.



•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.





[image: ]







[image: ]


The day before the examination





•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders – for example, the exam tips, typical mistakes and key terms.



•  Check the time and place of your examination.



•  Make sure you have everything you need – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.



•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examination.
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