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Why Does My Dog Need a Doghouse?


Dogs and owners live by an unspoken pact: Dogs provide an owner with affection and companionship; in return, a dog’s master is responsible for providing food, shelter, veterinary care, and loving attention. A doghouse is one of the tools by which owners can live up to their end of the bargain.


Dogs are social animals; to thrive both emotionally and physically, they need human interaction. Doghouses, therefore, are not meant to serve as permanent living spaces. Dogs belong with their owner and their owner’s family. Dogs are best housed indoors or in spaces with access to areas of family activity. Doghouses serve merely as shelters — within a fenced-in area — for canines that have been put outside temporarily.


There are many reasons why an owner might put the dog outside. Some dogs, when left indoors alone during the day, seemingly cannot resist destroying the house. Some dogs smell unpleasant periodically or shed copiously at certain times of the year. Partially house-trained animals are perhaps best left outside when you are away; repeated accidents on the living room rug can quickly try your patience.


And dogs do misbehave. They often become overenthusiastically friendly — usually when visitors or neighborhood children appear. Many is the horrified guest who has been lovingly greeted by the leap of a Siberian husky or golden retriever. And small children can be flattened by the love and licks of a cocker spaniel. To invite friends and their dogs to a barbecue is always a disaster; the event quickly dissolves into a cacophony of owners yelling and dogs barking as food is surreptitiously removed from unguarded paper plates. At such critical moments, when you must enforce order, a nearby fenced-in area with a shelter provides your dog with his own protected space and you with peace of mind.


Dogs like and need time out. By giving your dog a doghouse, you provide the space for that quiet time, and with a little training (see page 31), your dog will use his house willingly.


Sometimes providing a private shelter for your dog is as simple as adapting your house or garage. If you live in a temperate climate, dogs can find shelter from adverse weather in the garage or other outbuilding or beneath a deck. Such adaptations are usually the easiest and cheapest solution, but they’re not always ideal. Because dogs depend on their body heat to keep warm, garages and sheds are sometimes too cold, large, wet, and drafty in winter and too poorly ventilated in summer.


For owners who do not have an easy garage-and-yard or other setup, or for owners who want to provide housing that better matches their dog’s needs, there are a number of doghouse options to choose from. These include crates, barrels, high-impact plastic houses, and wooden doghouses.




What a Doghouse Is Not


Just as we have become dependent on dogs, so too have they become dependent on us. No dog, not even the northern breeds with thick coats (St. Bernards, sheepdogs, and huskies), should be left outside once temperatures plummet into the teens or single digits. The animal may suffer frostbite of ears, paws, or scrotum, or he may develop hypothermia. Both conditions are potentially dangerous. Nor should a dog be moved back and forth from hot to cold. Such sudden and dramatic shifts in temperature can cause severe, even fatal, illness.


Although doghouses are designed to conserve the animal’s body heat, they are not meant to shelter an animal from extreme cold or hot temperatures. Therefore, think of building a doghouse to protect your animal from wind, rain, and snow, but not from severe cold or intense heat. If you must put your dog outside during periods when  extreme weather is possible, be sure that the animal has access to the moderated temperatures of your home, be it the basement, laundry room, bathroom, kitchen, or utility room.




Cold-Climate Warning


There are people who cite dogs living in the far North (huskies, usually) that reside outdoors all year. They point out that even in temperatures of -30 degrees and 30 knot winds, the huskies burrow into the snow, where they remain warm overnight. Although this is certainly true, there have been tragic mistakes when, out of misguided kindness, people have brought these dogs inside to “warm up,” then returned them to the frigid outdoors. The tragedy begins as inside temperatures melt the snow matted to the dog’s hair. When the dog is put back outside, this snow, now water, freezes, causing the animal to cool off, then freeze to death.
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