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INTRODUCTION








Dog lovers the world over know that the pups they adore are more than just pets and animals; they are friends, confidants, helpers and sometimes even rescuers. The true stories in this book, drawn from around the globe, open a window into a world where the lines between species blur and the bonds of friendship, loyalty and love intertwine in intricate patterns. In these pages, you will find a diverse array of captivating tales, each one bringing to life a unique connection between a human and their faithful canine companion.




  Throughout, the humble heroes of these tales are the dogs themselves – from seasoned service animals whose unwavering dedication is nothing short of astounding, to lively puppies whose infectious zest for life brightens even the cloudiest day. Dogs share not only our homes but also our most poignant life moments. They stand by us through life's trials and triumphs, their loyalty unwavering, their love unconditional.




  The stories featured here echo, with the rhythm of a wagging tail, the joy in a dog's bounding leap and the simple comfort of a furry head to scratch. This anthology serves as a celebration of our four-legged friends and the profound impact they have on our lives.













ARTHUR: THE JUNGLE ADVENTURER






In the world of extreme sports, tales of human resilience often steal the limelight. But during the 2014 Adventure Racing World Championship, a story unfolded that was far removed from the sweat and strain of human competitors. This is the story of Arthur, a scruffy but determined stray who, over the course of a punishing 430-mile race through the rainforest, found his place in the world and a family to call his own.




  Arthur's adventure began in the steamy jungles of Ecuador. In the midst of an international field of athletes, this unassuming dog first entered the race with the most innocent of acts – he took a gift of a meatball from Mikael Lindnord, captain of Team Peak Performance, of Sweden. Mikael was unaware then that this simple gesture of kindness would lead to a bond of friendship that would endure for years.




  Arthur attached himself to the team for the rest of the journey. His was an unfathomable decision – to follow a group of endurance athletes as they trekked, swam and kayaked through harsh terrain, from dense rainforests to towering mountains. The friendly stray dog proved himself an unexpected source of morale for Team Peak Performance, his tail constantly wagging and his spirit undeterred by the gruelling conditions. Arthur's heart was set on staying with the team he'd chosen; day after day, he waded through mud, climbed over rocks and even doggy-paddled alongside their kayaks through the murky river water to prove his loyalty. Finally, during a particularly long, strenuous section, Mikael lifted Arthur into his boat, sealing the dog's position as the fifth member of their team.




  As the race continued, Arthur's unwavering spirit became a symbol of hope and resilience for the Swedish athletes. His presence, even during the most challenging parts of the journey, brought an unspoken comfort to the team. 




  Six days after starting, Team Peak Performance crossed the finish line and celebrated not only their accomplishment but also their newest member. Yet, they knew they couldn't leave Arthur behind. Mikael decided to adopt Arthur, initiating a lengthy and complicated process of researching quarantine laws, scheduling veterinary checks and filling out paperwork.




  The story of Arthur's loyalty and the team's efforts to take him home with them quickly captured global media attention, rallying public support. Soon, Arthur was enjoying a calm life as Mikael's beloved pet in Scandinavia, where he lived until he died in 2020. The connection between the stray from the Ecuadorian jungle and the endurance athlete from Sweden is proof that, sometimes, genuinely memorable adventures come to us in the most unexpected ways.













ANGEL: THE COUGAR FIGHTER






In the quiet town of Boston Bar, 125 miles north-east of Vancouver, Canada, an unassuming golden retriever named Angel proved herself to be a hero. At just 18 months old, Angel was known for her playful and friendly disposition. But beneath her jovial exterior, there resided an indomitable spirit and a courageous heart ready to protect the family she loved.




  Angel's story began on a chilly day in January 2010, in the company of 11-year-old Austin Forman. Austin had spent a good part of the afternoon outside in the family's backyard, diligently collecting firewood to fight off the winter chill. Little did he know that his peaceful pursuit had caught the attention of a mountain lion, also known as a cougar, that was silently watching from the shadows.




  As the tension in the air grew, Angel, who usually frolicked playfully, became unusually attentive to Austin, constantly trailing behind him. In hindsight, Austin's family realized that this signalled Angel's awareness of the danger lurking in the shadows.




  When the big cat broke cover and charged straight for the boy, Angel didn't hesitate. In a heartbeat, she positioned herself between Austin and the ferocious beast, staring the cougar down and buying Austin crucial time to sprint indoors. Through the window, Angel's family saw their playful pet locked in a fierce and life-threatening battle. It was difficult to know what to do, so they quickly contacted the police.




  Fortunately, Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) Constable Chad Gravelle was nearby and arrived on the scene within a minute. The spectacle that greeted him was a chilling one. The cougar was crouched beneath the back porch, its teeth sinking into Angel's neck. The sound of the dog's pained cries cut through the cold Canadian air. Without hesitation, Constable Gravelle fired two rounds into the cougar, yet the cat refused to yield.




  Summoning his resolve, Constable Gravelle advanced closer, until he was a mere 5 feet away from the beast. Taking careful aim, he fired once more, ending the cougar's relentless assault. Even in death, the cat's jaws remained clamped around Angel. With a mighty effort, the officer pried them loose and freed the injured dog.




  With her horrifying ordeal over, Angel was immediately rushed to a local veterinarian. Her injuries were extensive, with puncture wounds on her head and neck, and one eye severely swollen. However, thanks to prompt medical attention, her condition wasn't life-threatening. She had survived. More importantly, she had protected young Austin, ensuring that he remained unscathed.




  In the aftermath, the boy and his family were left marvelling at their ordinarily happy-go-lucky pet, now hailed as a true hero. Sergeant Peter Thiessen of the RCMP stated that Austin's encounter with the cougar could have been much more serious, even fatal, had Angel not stepped in. The golden retriever had selflessly placed herself between an advancing predator and her young friend, demonstrating extraordinary bravery.














BALTIC: THE ICE SURVIVOR








It was an ordinary winter day on the Polish research ship Baltica. The crew was busy with their routine oceanic studies off the coast of Poland when, all of a sudden, amid the icy monotony of the Baltic Sea, an unusual spectacle caught their attention. A dog, soon to be named Baltic, was spotted on an ice floe, adrift and alone in the freezing expanse. 




  The winter of 2010 had outdone itself, sending temperatures plummeting to a bone-chilling −20°C. Under such conditions, the fact that Baltic was still alive was bordering on the miraculous. The resilient canine had somehow managed to stay afloat, teetering second by second on the brink of survival. At one point, the dog disappeared under the icy waters, causing the crew's hearts to skip a beat. Yet Baltic, the unlikely sea voyager, resurfaced and pulled himself back on to an ice sheet.




  Baltic's extraordinary journey had started further inland. He was first spotted two days earlier by firefighters in the city of Grudziadz, located 62 miles from the Bay of Gdansk. They saw the dog helplessly adrift on an ice floe, borne along by the frigid currents of the Vistula River. The unstable ice sheets meant that a rescue attempt would have been too dangerous, and Baltic was forced to continue his perilous journey downstream.




  On the Baltica, the crew, led by their captain Jerzy Wosachlo, sprang into action. They daringly manoeuvred a pontoon close to the beleaguered pooch. Baltic, who by now was more ice than dog, was grabbed and pulled towards the warmth and safety of the ship by crew member Adam Buczynski. Exhausted and weakened by his ordeal, Baltic was cared for in style. The crew dried him off, swaddled him in blankets and fed him. Slowly, as the warmth of the ship infused life back into his frozen body, Baltic began seeking out company.




  Once the ship made it back to land, Baltic underwent a thorough check-up. In Gdynia, the port city where the ship was moored, the veterinarian confirmed that the dog was in excellent health, considering the circumstances. It was estimated that Baltic was around five or six years old, and despite his ice-bound adventure, he had remained frostbite-free, thanks to his substantial fur coat and a healthy layer of fat.




  The tale of Baltic's survival soon spread, warming hearts and igniting hope. A number of people stepped forwards to claim Baltic as their own, having heard of his story, but the dog showed no signs of recognizing any of them. The bond between the resilient canine and his saviours had grown stronger. The crew decided that, if his original owner was not found, they would be more than happy to make Baltic a permanent part of their team.




  And so, Baltic, the dog who had once sailed the icy Baltic Sea alone, found himself embarking on new adventures with the crew who saved him. He was adopted by Adam Buczynski and became an integral part of their oceanic research missions for the rest of his life, his spirit of resilience and survival inspiring all who heard his tale.













BAMSE: THE NORWEGIAN ST BERNARD






Bamse was a dog who sailed the seas from a young age. Acquired in Oslo, Norway, by Captain Erling Hafto, the young St Bernard swiftly found his sea legs.




  During World War Two, the Thorodd, the ship that Bamse called home, was enlisted into the Royal Norwegian Navy for coastal patrol duties. Bamse was drafted as an official crew member. His enlistment date was noted as 9 February 1940, marking the beginning of an illustrious career.




  Bamse found himself in the eye of the storm after Nazi forces invaded Norway in April that year. Thorodd formed part of the naval resistance and was utilized to transport prisoners of war. Despite the mainland's surrender in June, Thorodd and its crew managed to escape to Scotland. The ship was converted to become a minesweeper and was stationed there for the rest of the war.




  Life during wartime saw Bamse's role elevated from mascot to morale booster, earning him the adoration of the ship's crew. When facing enemy forces, he held his post on the ship's front gun tower, donning a custom-made metal helmet. The dog's bravery was unmistakable. He once intervened during a knife attack on a lieutenant commander by pushing the assailant into the sea; on another occasion, he saved a sailor who had fallen overboard by dragging him back to shore.




  Bamse's stature soon grew to make him a symbol for the Royal Norwegian Navy and, subsequently, all the Free Norwegian Forces. His image, in which he donned a sailor's cap, appeared on patriotic cards during the war, cementing his position as a beacon of hope. The People's Dispensary for Sick Animals (PDSA), a veterinary charity for pets in need, recognized him as an official Allied Forces Mascot, further elevating his status.




  However, Bamse's tale took a tragic turn in July 1944 when he succumbed to heart failure while dockside in Montrose, Scotland. His military send-off was attended by Norwegian sailors, Allied service people and locals, highlighting the impact he had made during his short but meaningful life.




  Bamse's heroism was recognized further after his death – he was awarded the Norwegian Order of Dogs in 1984. In 2006, the PDSA bestowed upon him the Gold Medal for gallantry and devotion to duty. He was the only World War Two animal to receive this honour.




  In 2006, a life-sized bronze statue of him, crafted by Scottish sculptor Alan Herriot, was unveiled on Montrose's Wharf Street. The ceremony was attended by representatives of the Royal Norwegian Navy, Norwegian Consul in Edinburgh Bjørn Eilertsen, and Bamse's original family member, Vigdis Hafto, who spoke fondly of Bamse's disposition, recollecting his nurturing behaviour towards playing children. 




  As Bamse's legacy continued to grow, a 17-acre forest was planted in his honour at Guards Lonning in Nether Wasdale, Cumbria, in 2016. The scheme, titled Bamse's Wood, was supported by the Forestry Commission.




  The story of Bamse, the St Bernard, is one of courage, devotion and a resolute spirit. His legacy serves as a reminder of the remarkable bond between humans and their canine companions, and the extraordinary feats that can come from this extraordinary alliance.














BARRY: THE SNOW GIANT








Born amid the harsh and frigid conditions of the St Bernard Pass in the Western French Alps, Barry was more than just an ordinary St Bernard. For 14 years after his birth in 1800, he proved his valour by saving many lives amid the treacherous terrain and weather, making him a canine hero worthy of the history books.




  At a towering 8,000 feet above sea level, the St Bernard Pass presented a formidable challenge to travellers. Spanning 49 treacherous miles, the pass was only free from the clutches of snow for a few brief weeks in summer. In 1050 BCE, St Bernard de Menthon, an Augustine monk, established a hospice and monastery within the pass's daunting confines. This holy establishment became the focal point for life-saving expeditions following winter storms, offering a glimmer of hope to stranded adventurers. 




  During the mid-eighteenth century, servants guided travellers from the hospice to Bourg-Saint-Pierre on the Swiss side of the pass, with St Bernard dogs as part of the package. These dogs were specifically trained to clear the way for the travellers, ploughing a route through the soft, deep snow.




  In those days, St Bernards were much smaller than today's enormous dogs and were first adopted by the monks at Great St Bernard Hospice in the 1600s. The dogs had an amazing sense of direction and smell, making them indispensable for rescuing victims – even those who were buried in the snow. Contrary to the myth and popular images of St Bernards, the dogs didn't go out with a miniature barrel of whisky around their necks. However, over a stretch of around two centuries, these extraordinary dogs participated in the saving of over 2,000 people, leaving an indelible imprint on the canvas of history.




  Among these heroic dogs, Barry the St Bernard stood out for his exceptional courage and dedication. He is recognized for his involvement in over 40 life-saving operations, with his recovery of a young boy stranded on an icy ledge being particularly celebrated. Legend has it that when the men from the hospice couldn't reach the boy, Barry was sent down the precipice. With steady determination, he inched along the ledge towards the unconscious child and woke him with warm licks to his face. The boy, now awake, clung to the St Bernard, who took him to safety. Despite his ordeal on the frozen mountainside, the boy was soon fit and well, all thanks to Barry.




  After a dozen years of unwavering service at the monastery, Barry was taken to Bern, Switzerland, by one of the monks, to live out the rest of his life in comfort. To mark his extraordinary feats, his preserved body is showcased at the Natural History Museum in the city. There is also a monument celebrating his life, which graces the entrance to the Cimetière des Chiens pet cemetery in Paris. His legacy doesn't end there; in the centuries since his death, there has always been a St Bernard named Barry at the Great St Bernard Hospice, in his honour.














BEAR: THE KOALA SAVER








In 2021, Bear, an Australian Koolie dog, won the International Fund for Animal Welfare's Special Recognition Award. It's not every day that a dog sniffs out a distinction like this, but Bear's extraordinary feats in conservation during one of the most devastating periods in Australia's history catapulted him from the status of a simple rescue dog to an international hero.


  Bear's start in life was far from glamorous. With a surplus of energy and an overwhelming obsession for play, his original owners found him difficult to manage and offered him to the Detection Dogs for Conservation team at the University of the Sunshine Coast. There, his trainers soon realized that Bear was destined for a purpose far beyond an average pet's, thanks to his superb sense of smell and a complete disinterest in harming other creatures.




  The true test of Bear's abilities came with the horrendous bushfires that engulfed New South Wales, Australia, from June 2019 to May 2020. It was a catastrophic period now referred to as the Black Summer. The fires wreaked havoc, destroying over 2,000 homes, taking 26 human lives and displacing nearly 3 billion animals. The scorching flames transformed over 46 million acres of land into charred terrain, causing the death or injury of an overwhelming number of mammals, reptiles, birds and frogs.




  The fate of the slow-moving koalas was particularly grim. The rapidly spreading fires often caught these creatures off guard, leaving them with little to no time to escape the burning eucalyptus trees they called home. The infernos ravaged their habitats, taking the lives of over 6,000 koalas and leaving many others stranded or injured.




  Amid the smoke and ashes, Bear began his life-saving mission. Using the scent of their fur, he started tracking the surviving koalas, beginning a journey of rescue and rehabilitation that lasted six months. Bear's tireless energy, which once made him too much of a handful, now served as the lifeline for these desperate creatures. His dedication resulted in saving over 100 koalas, many of which were dehydrated, malnourished and suffering from burns or smoke-related infections. A number of orphaned koalas, separated from their mothers during the catastrophe, also found a saviour in Bear.




  In the aftermath of Australia's Black Summer, Bear emerged as a beacon of hope, a testament to the extraordinary things a dog can achieve with a nose for conservation and an undying spirit for play. He reminds us that dogs have an incredible bond with other animals as well as humans.














BELLA: THE STEADFAST SAILOR








On an otherwise ordinary day in La Paz, Mexico, in 2023, two voyagers started a long sea journey, setting their compass towards French Polynesia. The waters were calm and the sun was shining, making perfect sailing weather for 51-year-old Tim Shaddock, a sailor from Sydney, and his companion Bella, the loyal Mexican mutt who had joined forces with him in central Mexico some months before.




  However, the tranquillity experienced at the start of their journey was not to last. Weeks into their voyage, a sudden storm swept through their path, devastating their boat and destroying their navigational electronics. Even worse, their radio was dead – there was no way to call for help. Suddenly, they were adrift, lost and disoriented, their expedition to French Polynesia replaced by an open-ended sentence on the vast ocean.




  Tim knew that their chances were slim. They would need to survive in open water with limited rations, hoping against hope that another vessel would find them by chance. Their food came from the sea itself. Raw fish, caught and prepared onboard, became their diet after the loss of Tim's cooking equipment. Drinking water came from the sky, gifting them occasional rainwater to save in order to quench their thirst against the beating sun. 




  In their adversity, Tim and Bella established a routine, a rhythm of life in the midst of chaos. Yet, it was Bella's unwavering spirit that became Tim's beacon during the days and weeks that followed. For two months, they survived through a combination of fortune and skill, their persistence evidence of the strength of human spirit, supported by a dog's unwavering loyalty.




  On one fateful day, their isolation was finally disrupted. The sky buzzed with the sound of a helicopter, which spotted them and led a tuna trawler to their location. The moment of their salvation had finally arrived. Remarkably, both Tim and Bella were in good health after their ordeal, although a little thinner, owing to their diets of raw fish.




  On reaching Manzanillo, Mexico, Tim was relieved to walk on dry land again. However, he was now faced with a difficult decision as he planned his trip home. Australia's stringent animal import laws made it impossible for him to bring Bella along without a lengthy quarantine period, vaccinations and microchipping.  Thankfully, Genaro Rosales, a member of the rescue crew who had developed a bond with Bella, offered to give her a new home in Mexico. 




  An emotional separation ensued; it was difficult for Tim to come to terms with the fact that Bella, the brave soul who had been with him through this challenging journey, could not accompany him to Australia, but he knew it was the best decision for her well-being. Back home, Tim's story made the headlines and he paid tribute to the dog's quiet courage, crediting her for his survival. By an extraordinary twist of fate, just as the final words of this book were being written, fellow adventurer and British broadcaster Ben Fogle offered to pay for Bella's quarantine and travel to reunite the pair. It was a fitting, hope-filled end to their story, one that underscored the strength of the bond they had formed on the unforgiving sea and how they had both survived because of it.













BELLA AND RORSCHACH: THE LABRADOR AND THE DALMATIAN






Rorschach was no ordinary Dalmatian. Everyone who saw him noticed something remarkable about him, almost on first sight – a unique heart-shaped spot on his nose. But it wasn't this sweet feature that made him exceptional. Rather, it was his journey from being a Christmas gift for a military man to becoming an indispensable aid for an autistic boy in Brisbane, Australia.




  Rorschach was a two-year-old Dalmatian pup when he was purchased as a Christmas present for Rick Dower, who had just completed a challenging year-long military post. Joanne, his wife, had been on a hunt for a loyal friend for Rick. Notably, Rorschach wasn't thought of as particularly desirable by the breeder, as he had a lot of spots on his face, but the unconventional pattern, especially the heart-shaped one on his nose, was an instant hit with Joanne. However, as life unfolded, Rorschach found himself undertaking a role far more significant than that of just a companion.




  Joanne's son, Ethan, a sweet child diagnosed with autism at the age of four, was at the centre of this pivotal change. Following his diagnosis, Joanne stumbled upon Assistance Dogs Australia and their pioneering workshops, where they showcased the amazing ways in which dogs can help children with autism. This newfound knowledge led the family to introduce a calm black Labrador named Bella into Ethan's life.
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