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GENDER


In the Rules of Golf and the Decisions on the Rules of Golf, the gender used in relation to any person is understood to include both genders.


HANDICAPS


The Rules of Golf do not legislate for the allocation and adjustment of handicaps. Such matters are within the jurisdiction of the National Union concerned and queries should be directed accordingly.
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A GUIDE TO DECISIONS ON THE RULES OF GOLF


 




Each year, the United States Golf Association (USGA) and The R&A receive thousands of inquiries regarding clarification of the Rules of Golf. In order to help millions of golfers around the world better understand how these detailed Rules are applied and interpreted, the USGA and The R&A develop the comprehensive Decisions on the Rules of Golf. The format is geared towards questions and answers and is designed to be used as a reference for golf administrators and those with an interest in the Rules of the game.


Since 1951, the USGA and The R&A have been meeting regularly in order to establish a uniform code of Rules. However, each year brings about new questions that are not specifically addressed in the Rules of Golf, requiring Committees from both organisations to meet to discuss these new questions and arrive at a decision with which both the USGA and The R&A agree. Many of these agreed positions then find their way into the Decisions on the Rules of Golf, which is amended every two years in order to keep up with the ever evolving game of golf.


The purpose of the Decisions on the Rules of Golf is to clarify matters that may not be entirely clear from the Rules of Golf. The Rules of Golf should be consulted in the first instance, but if a question cannot be answered by reference to the Rules, the solution may be found in the “Decisions book”.


The Decisions book also contains the full text of the Rules of Golf. The Rules of Golf are amended every four years and the latest edition of the Rules became effective on 1 January 2016.


In the Decisions book, Decisions are listed under the Rule number and sub section that is considered most pertinent to the facts of the case. For example, if a Decision relates to the removal of a loose impediment in a hazard, it will be listed under Rule 13-4 (Ball in Hazard; Prohibited Actions) as 13-4/#.


Decisions that apply generally to an entire Rule may simply be listed by the Rule number, followed by a number. For example, if a Decision relates to whether a ball at rest is deemed to have moved, it will be listed under Rule 18 (Ball at Rest Moved) as 18/#.


If a Decision has been introduced for the first time to the latest edition of the book, the word “New” is contained in parenthesis at the end of the Decision. If an existing Decision has been amended in the latest edition of the book, the word “Revised” is contained in parenthesis at the end of the Decision. In addition, Decisions are sometimes withdrawn because they are no longer necessary, or re-numbered so that they can be more easily accessed by the reader. For ease of reference, all the amendments to the previous edition of the book are contained in the section entitled “Amendments to the 2014–2015 Edition”.


Where a Decision number is listed as “Reserved” this means that this Decision has been withdrawn at some point in the past but, rather than re-number the Decisions following it, the number is held in reserve until a new Decision is introduced and given the vacant number.


The best method for consistently and efficiently locating Decisions that are relevant to the query that has arisen is through use of the Decisions book Index. For guidance on how best to utilise the Index please refer to the “Introduction to the Index”.







AMENDMENTS TO 2014–2015 EDITION


 




GENERAL


The R&A and USGA have agreed a two-year revision cycle for the “Decisions on the Rules of Golf”. Therefore, no existing Decisions will be revised or withdrawn and no new Decisions will be added to the book until the next edition is published in 2018.










	NEW DECISIONS







	6-6d/6


	Omission of Penalty on Returned Score Card Discovered Before Close of Competition







	6-6d/7


	Omission of Multiple Penalties on Returned Score Card Discovered Before Close of Competition







	6-6d/8


	Omission of Disqualification Penalty on Returned Score Card Discovered Prior to Close of Competition







	6-6d/9


	Omission of Penalty Stroke for Breach of Rule with General Penalty







	6-6d/10


	Competitor Correctly Advised by Fellow-Competitor That He Incurred Penalty Disagrees and Fails to Include Penalty in His Score







	8-2a/0.5


	Meaning of “Anyone Indicating Line of Play” and “Placing of Mark for Purpose of Indicating Line of Play” in Rule 8-2a







	8-2b/0.5


	Meaning of “Indicating Line of Putt” and “Placing of Mark for Purpose of Indicating Line of Putt” in Rule 8-2b







	14-1b/1


	Intentionally Holding Forearm Against Body When Making Stroke







	14-1b/2


	Meaning of “Anchor Point” in Note 2 to Rule 14-1b







	14-1b/3


	Explanation of “Forearm” in Relation to Rule 14-1b







	14-1b/4


	Player Anchors Club Prior to Stroke







	14-1b/5


	Portion of Stroke Anchored







	14-1b/6


	Club or Gripping Hand Inadvertently Touches Body During Stroke







	14-1b/7


	Club in Contact with Clothing During Stroke







	14-3/19


	Player Uses Training Aid Several Times Prior to Stroke







	14-3/20


	Player Uses Artificial Devices on Separate Occasions







	14-3/21


	Player Wears Non-Conforming Glove for Multiple Strokes







	18-2/0.5


	Weight of Evidence Standard for Determining Whether Player Caused His Ball to Move







	20-7/4


	Player Makes Multiple Strokes in Lateral Water Hazard Marked as Environmentally-Sensitive Area from Which Play Prohibited







	23-1/7.5


	Loose Impediment Through the Green Moved When Ball Moved or in Process of Ball Being Lifted







	27-2a/5


	Player Intends to Drop Provisional Ball After Search for Original Ball Has Commenced; Original Ball Found Within Five Minutes Before Dropped Ball Played







	29/7


	Time of Starting in Foursome; Whether Both Partners Must be Present







	31-6/1


	Incorrect Score on Hole Returned in Four-Ball Stroke Play Discovered Prior to Close of Competition







	31-7a/3


	Omission of Penalty on Returned Score Card Discovered Before Close of Competition; Only Partner Aware of Penalty







	32-1b/1


	Incorrect Score on Hole Returned in Stableford Competition Discovered Prior to Close of Competition







	33/2


	Player Withdraws from Match Play Competition







	33-8/32


	Local Rule for Animal Hoof Damage







	33-8/32.7


	Local Rule Providing Relief from Excessive Bird or Animal Dung







	33-8/36.5


	Local Rule for Concrete Drainage Channels








 










	REVISED DECISIONS







	1-4/7


	Ball Lost in Either Water Hazard or Casual Water Overflowing Hazard






	 


	Amended to clarify that there is knowledge or virtual certainty that the ball is lost in the casual water or the water hazard.







	1-4/8


	Nearest Point of Relief from Cart Path Is in Casual Water; Nearest Point of Relief from Casual Water Is Back on Cart Path






	 


	Point 3 in the procedure is amended to clarify that the player may take relief from both conditions if the nearest point of relief is in such a position that there would be interference by the casual water (i.e. with lie of ball, stance or area of intended swing).







	1-4/9


	Bird’s Nest Interfering with Stroke






	 


	Amended to clarify that Rule 26 or Rule 28 remain an option, if applicable.







	1-4/10


	Dangerous Situation; Rattlesnake or Bees Interfere with Play






	 


	Amended to clarify that Rule 26 or Rule 28 remain an option, if applicable.







	1-4/12


	Player Breaches Rules More Than Once Prior to Stroke; Whether Multiple Penalties Should Be Applied






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	3-3/1


	Provisional Ball Used as Second Ball When Not Determinable Whether Original Ball Is Out of Bounds






	 


	Amended due to the revision to Rule 3-3.







	3-3/5


	Whether Score with Second Ball Counts If Ball Dropped in Wrong Place and Played






	 


	Amended due to the revision to Rule 3-3.







	3-3/6


	Competitor Plays Original Ball After Doubtful Situation Has Arisen and Then Invokes Rule 3-3






	 


	Amended due to the revision to Rule 3-3.







	3-3/10


	Competitor Plays Three Balls When Doubtful of Rights






	 


	Amended due to the revision to Rule 3-3.







	3-3/14


	Competitor Invokes Rule 3-3; Second Ball Played First






	 


	Amended due to the revision to Rule 3-3 and the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	4-4c/1


	Excess Club Declared Out of Play Before Round






	 


	Revised to provide narrow circumstances where a player declaring a club out of play before the start of the round, but keeping the club in his possession, will not be penalised under Rule 4-4a.







	6-6a/5


	Marker Attests Wrong Score Knowingly But Competitor Unaware Score Wrong






	 


	Amended due to the introduction of the Exception to Rule 6-6d.







	6-6b/7


	Alteration to Score by Competitor After Marker has Signed Score Card






	 


	Expanded to cover additional related situations.







	6-6d/5


	Spectators Allege Competitor’s Score Incorrect






	 


	Amended due to the introduction of the Exception to Rule 6-6d.







	6-8b/1


	What Constitutes Discontinuance of Play






	 


	Amended to provide greater clarity on the meaning of continuing the play of the hole “without delay” under Rule 6-8b.







	8/2


	Team Captain Gives Advice While Playing






	 


	Expanded for clarity.







	8-2b/1


	Caddie Casts Shadow to Indicate Line of Putt






	 


	Amended in view of language change in Rule 8-2b.







	8-2b/2


	Caddie Attending Flagstick Advises Player to Aim at His Foot






	 


	Amended in view of language change in Rule 8-2b.







	8-2b/4


	Whether Team Captain Who Is Authorised to Give Advice May Be Required to Keep Off Putting Greens






	 


	Amended in view of language change in Rule 8-2b.







	9-2/3.5


	Player Refuses to Tell Opponent How Many Strokes He Has Taken






	 


	Amended to clarify that the penalty applies only if A does not provide the requested information prior to B making his next stroke or, in the case of the hole just completed, prior to any player making a stroke from the next teeing ground.







	11-3/1


	Stroke Misses Ball; Ball Then Accidentally Knocked Off Tee






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	13-2/0.5


	Meaning of “Improve” in Rule 13-2






	 


	Examples added relating to changes made in a bunker on the line of play to clarify “potential advantage” in such cases.







	13-2/8


	Player’s Lie or Line of Play Affected by Pitch-Mark Made by Partner’s, Opponent’s or Fellow-Competitor’s Ball






	 


	Reference to “area of intended swing” added.







	13-2/13


	Bending Grass in Removal of Loose Impediments






	 


	Amended to clarify that the loose impediment could not be moved if the ball and loose impediment lay in the same hazard.







	13-2/25


	Player Removes Boundary Post on Line of Play But Replaces It Before Playing






	 


	Amended to clarify that the act improved the line of play.







	13-2/29


	Worsening and Then Restoring Line of Play






	 


	Question amended to clarify that the improvement to the line of play created a potential advantage.







	13-2/32


	Improving Line of Play by Removing Stone from Wall






	 


	Amended to clarify that the act improved the line of play.







	13-2/33


	Outside Agency Removes Immovable Obstruction on Player’s Line of Play






	 


	Amended to clarify that the act improved the line of play.







	13-4/33


	Bunker Covered by Leaves; Player Touches Leaves During Backswing






	 


	Amended to clarify that the Local Rule can apply to any accumulations of loose impediments, not just leaves.







	14/4


	Club Breaks During Downswing; Swing Stopped Short of Ball; Clubhead Falls and Moves Ball






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	14-3/0.5


	Local Rule Permitting Use of Distance-Measuring Device






	 


	Amended due to the revision to Appendix IV, Section 5, which provides for a breach of Rule 14-3 only if the device (when permitted by Local Rule) is used for any purposes that are prohibited by Rule 14-3.







	14-3/0.7


	Player Obtains Distance Information Measured with Electronic Device






	 


	Amended due to the revision to the penalty statement in Rule 14-3.







	14-3/5.5


	Electronic Device Providing Distances Between Various Points






	 


	Amended due to the revision to Appendix IV, Section 5.







	14-3/6


	Holding Ball in Hand Against Grip When Putting






	 


	Amended to refer to “abnormal” use of equipment in line with the revision to Rule 14-3.







	14-3/6.5


	Holding Ball in Hand Against Grip for Practice Swings or Practice Strokes






	 


	Amended to refer to “abnormal” use of equipment in line with the revision to Rule 14-3.







	14-3/7


	Player with Injured Right Wrist Inserts Left Thumb Under Elastic Bandage on Right Wrist and Hand






	 


	Amended to refer to “abnormal” use of equipment in line with the revision to Rule 14-3.







	14-3/8


	Adhesive Tape






	 


	Amended to refer to “abnormal” use of equipment in line with the revision to Rule 14-3.







	14-3/9


	Player Putts with One Hand and Steadies Himself with Club Held in Other Hand






	 


	Amended to refer to “abnormal” use of equipment in line with the revision to Rule 14-3.







	14-3/10.3


	Use of Rod During Round for Alignment or as Swing Aid






	 


	Amended due to the revision to the penalty statement in Rule 14-3.







	14-3/10.5


	Use of Stretching Devices






	 


	Amended to refer to “abnormal” use of equipment in line with the revision to Rule 14-3.







	14-3/12.5


	Bottled Drink Used as a Level






	 


	Amended to refer to “abnormal” use of equipment in line with the revision to Rule 14-3.







	14-3/16


	Use of Electronic Devices






	 


	Amended due to the revision to the penalty statement in Rule 14-3.







	14-3/18


	Weather Information Accessed on Multi-Functional Device






	 


	Reference to a “thermometer” removed as temperature is not considered to affect a player’s play as contemplated under Appendix IV, Section 5.







	14-5/1


	Ball Moving During Backswing Struck While Still Moving






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	15/7


	Wrong Ball Played in Belief It Is Provisional or Second Ball






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	16/4


	Hole-Liner Not Sunk Deep Enough






	 


	Amended to provide authority to a player to move the hole-liner when a member of the Committee is not available.







	18/4


	Television Evidence Shows Ball at Rest Changed Position But by Amount Not Reasonably Discernible to Naked Eye






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2/1


	Player Who Misses Tee Shot Tees Ball Lower Before Making Next Stroke






	 


	Amended to confirm that, as the player proceeded under Rule 20-5, Rule 18-2 does not apply.







	18-2/2


	Ball Falling Off Tee When Stroke Just Touches It Is Picked Up and Re-Teed






	 


	Amended to confirm that, as the player proceeded under Rule 20-5, Rule 18-2 does not apply.







	18-2/11


	Tee Shot Wrongly Thought to Be Out of Bounds Lifted; Competitor Plays Another Ball from Tee






	 


	Amended to confirm that, as the player proceeded under Rule 20-5, Rule 18-2 does not apply.







	18-2/27


	Player Wishes to Dislodge Ball in Tree and Proceed Under Unplayable Ball Rule






	 


	Amended to clarify that, to avoid penalty under Rule 18-2, the player must announce that he intends to proceed under the unplayable ball Rule or it must be reasonable to assume from his actions that he intends to do so.







	18-2/28


	Ball Dislodged from Tree; Player Had No Intention to Proceed Under Unplayable Ball Rule






	 


	Amended for consistency with Decision 18-2/27 and to clarify that a player can elect to proceed directly under Rule 28 rather than replace the ball.







	18-2/29


	Procedure for Player after Dislodging His Ball from Tree






	 


	Amended to refer to Decision 18-2/28 and to clarify that a player can elect to proceed directly under Rule 28 rather than replace the ball in situations (1) and (2) in the Decision.







	19-1/7


	Ball Picked Up or Deflected by Dog After Stroke on Putting Green






	 


	Amended to clarify that a dog is an animate outside agency and to provide an explanation of what is meant by the term “animate outside agency”.







	19-2/1.5


	Ball Moves and Is Accidentally Stopped by Player’s Club; Player Removes Club and Ball Moves Away






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	19-2/7


	Ball Strikes Player’s Golf Bag and Then His Caddie






	 


	Amended to refer to Decision 1-4/12 as authority for the Answer.







	19-2/10


	Ball Stopped or Deflected by Rake Held by Player’s Caddie






	 


	Amended to refer to new Note 2 in the Definition of “Equipment”.







	19-5/1.5


	Ball Lifted and Replaced; Ball Then Rolls and Strikes Ball on Putting Green






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	20-1/15.5


	Lie Altered By Act of Marking Position of Ball






	 


	Revised for clarity and to reference creating a potential advantage if the lie is restored.







	20-1/16


	Method Used to Mark Position of Ball






	 


	Amended in view of language change in Rule 8-2b.







	20-2a/4


	Ball Dropped in Improper Manner Moves When Addressed; Player Then Lifts Ball and Drops It in Proper Manner






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	20-3d/1


	Placed Ball Rolls into Hole






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	20-3d/3


	Ball in Rough Moves Downward When Addressed; Ball Will Not Remain at Rest When Replaced






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	23-1/7


	Loose Impediment in Hazard Moved in Process of Ball Being Lifted






	 


	The scope of the Decision is narrowed to deal with a ball and a loose impediment in a hazard. New Decision 23-1/7.5 covers the situation where the ball lies through the green.







	23-1/8


	Removal of Loose Impediments Likely to Cause Ball to Move; Loose Impediments Removed Before Ball Replaced






	 


	The scope of the Decision is widened to include cases where the ball is moved and must be replaced, and to clarify that the provisions of the Decision do not apply when the lifted or moved ball has to be dropped under Rule 20-3c.







	23-1/12


	After Ball Addressed on Putting Green Ball Moved in Removal of Loose Impediment






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	25-2/0.5


	When Ball Embedded in Ground






	 


	The text relating to the first illustration is amended to refer to the ball being embedded in its own pitch mark and the third illustration is revised to demonstrate that a ball can be completely covered in grass but not be embedded as it is not below the level of the ground.







	26-1/10


	Placing Ball on Bank of Water Hazard Instead of Dropping to Prevent Ball Rolling into Water






	 


	Amended due to revision to Rule 26-2.







	26-2/1


	Explanation of Options Under Rules 26-2a and 26-2b






	 


	Amended due to revision to Rule 26-2.







	26-2/2


	Ball Played from Within Hazard Comes to Rest in Same Hazard After Exiting Hazard






	 


	Amended due to revision to Rule 26-2.







	27-2a/1


	Announcement of Provisional Ball






	 


	Amended in view of language change in Rule 27-2a.







	29-1/5


	Order of Play If Player Accidentally Causes Ball to Move






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	30/2.5


	Player Touches Putting Green in Pointing Out Line of Putt for Partner and Touches Own Line of Putt






	 


	Amended in view of language change in Rule 8-2b.







	31-7a/1


	Competitor Records Score for Hole Not Completed






	 


	Amended for clarity, and for consistency with new Decision 31-6/1.







	33-7/4


	Modifying Penalty for Returning Wrong Score






	 


	Amended due to the introduction of the Exception to Rule 6-6d.







	34-1b/7


	Wrong Score in Qualifying Round Discovered During Match Play






	 


	Amended due to the introduction of the Exception to Rule 6-6d and the Question is revised to consider a player who knew he had incurred a penalty.







	34-1b/8


	Player Who Has Advanced to Match Play is Disqualified for Wrong Score in Qualifying Round






	 


	Amended due to the introduction of the Exception to Rule 6-6d and additional options provided to the Committee.







	34-3/1


	Correction of Incorrect Ruling in Stroke Play






	 


	Amended due to the introduction of the Exception to Rule 6-6d..







	34-3/7


	Referee Determines Player Did Not Cause Ball to Move; Committee Subsequently Changes Ruling






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	34-3/8


	Player Proceeds on Basis of Ruling; Player’s Version of Facts Subsequently Found to Be Incorrect






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	34-3/9


	Resolution of Questions of Fact; Referee and Committee Responsibility






	 


	Amended due to withdrawal of some of the Decisions previously referenced.








 










	RE-NUMBERED DECISIONS







	All Decisions that were previously numbered under Rule 14-1 are now numbered under Rule 14-1a and those previously numbered Rule 18-2a are now numbered under Rule 18-2. Where appropriate, the Rules references in these Decisions have also been amended.







	18-2/5


	Ball Moves After Player Takes Practice Swings Near Ball and Comes to Rest Out of Bounds; Player Plays Ball (Revised – Formerly 18-2b/9)






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2/6


	Ball Moves After Address and Is Stopped by Player’s Club (Revised – Formerly 18-2b/12)






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2/24


	Ball Falls into Hole After Being Addressed (Revised – Formerly 18-2b/10)






	 


	Amended due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2/30


	Player Who States He Will Proceed Under Unplayable Ball Rule Subsequently Assesses Possibility of Playing Ball as It Lies (Formerly 18-2a/27.5)








 










	WITHDRAWN DECISIONS







	3-3/0.5


	Guidelines for Determining Which Ball Counts When Player Proceeds Under Rule 3-3






	 


	Provisions now covered by revised Rule 3-3.







	13-2/11


	Removing Sand or Loose Soil from Dropping Area






	 


	Considered to be clearly covered by Rule 13-2.







	13-2/21


	Area of Intended Swing Improved by Repairing Pitch by Mark Made by Ball on Previous Stroke






	 


	Considered to be clearly covered by Rule 13-2.







	13-2/28


	Smoothing Irregularities in Bunker Situated Between Ball and Hole






	 


	Now covered under expanded Decision 13-2/0.5.







	18/10


	Ball Falls into Bunker When Person Walks Nearby






	 


	The test for whether a player caused his ball to move is now covered under new Decision 18-2/0.5 and the test for whether an outside agency caused a ball to move is covered under the Note to Rule 18-1.







	18-2a/30


	Ball Moves After Player Takes Several Practice Swings Near Ball and Touches Grass Behind Ball






	 


	The test for whether a player caused his ball to move is now covered under new Decision 18-2/0.5.







	18-2a/30.5


	Ball Moves After Removal of Loose Impediment Near Ball






	 


	The test for whether a player caused his ball to move is now covered under new Decision 18-2/0.5.







	18-2b/1


	Ball Moves After Address; Movement May Have Been Due to the Effects of Gravity






	 


	Withdrawn due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2b/2


	Ball Addressed in Hazard






	 


	Withdrawn due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2b/3


	Ball Moves After Player Has Taken Stance in Bunker






	 


	Withdrawn due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2b/4


	Ball Moves After Player Grounds Club Short Distance Behind Ball But Before Grounding Club Immediately Behind Ball






	 


	Withdrawn due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2b/5


	Ball Moves When Club Rested on Grass Immediately Behind Ball






	 


	Withdrawn due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2b/5.5


	Placing Clubhead on Ground in Front of Ball When Addressing






	 


	Withdrawn due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2b/7


	Ball Moves After Player Addresses It and Then Steps Away






	 


	Withdrawn due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2b/8


	Player Addresses Ball, Steps Away, Lifts Ball and Replaces It; Ball Then Moves






	 


	Withdrawn due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	18-2b/11


	Ball Moved by Another Agency After Address






	 


	Withdrawn due to the withdrawal of Rule 18-2b.







	33-7/4.5


	Competitor Unaware of Penalty Returns Wrong Score; Whether Waiving or Modifying Disqualification Penalty Justified






	 


	Withdrawn due to the introduction of the Exception to Rule 6-6d. In all of the bullet point scenarios in the withdrawn Decision, the Exception to Rule 6-6d would now apply.
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Section 1


ETIQUETTE; BEHAVIOUR ON THE COURSE


 




INTRODUCTION


This section provides guidelines on the manner in which the game of golf should be played. If they are followed, all players will gain maximum enjoyment from the game. The overriding principle is that consideration should be shown to others on the course at all times.


THE SPIRIT OF THE GAME


Golf is played, for the most part, without the supervision of a referee or umpire. The game relies on the integrity of the individual to show consideration for other players and to abide by the Rules. All players should conduct themselves in a disciplined manner, demonstrating courtesy and sportsmanship at all times, irrespective of how competitive they may be. This is the spirit of the game of golf.


SAFETY


Players should ensure that no one is standing close by or in a position to be hit by the club, the ball or any stones, pebbles, twigs or the like when they make a stroke or practice swing.


Players should not play until the players in front are out of range.


Players should always alert greenstaff nearby or ahead when they are about to make a stroke that might endanger them.


If a player plays a ball in a direction where there is a danger of hitting someone, he should immediately shout a warning. The traditional word of warning in such situations is “fore”.


CONSIDERATION FOR OTHER PLAYERS


No Disturbance or Distraction


Players should always show consideration for other players on the course and should not disturb their play by moving, talking or making unnecessary noise.


Players should ensure that any electronic device taken onto the course does not distract other players.


On the teeing ground, a player should not tee his ball until it is his turn to play.


Players should not stand close to or directly behind the ball, or directly behind the hole, when a player is about to play.


On the Putting Green


On the putting green, players should not stand on another player’s line of putt or, when he is making a stroke, cast a shadow over his line of putt.


Players should remain on or close to the putting green until all other players in the group have holed out.


Scoring


In stroke play, a player who is acting as a marker should, if necessary, on the way to the next tee, check the score with the player concerned and record it.


PACE OF PLAY


Play at Good Pace and Keep Up


Players should play at a good pace. The Committee may establish pace of play guidelines that all players should follow.


It is a group’s responsibility to keep up with the group in front. If it loses a clear hole and it is delaying the group behind, it should invite the group behind to play through, irrespective of the number of players in that group. Where a group has not lost a clear hole, but it is apparent that the group behind can play faster, it should invite the faster moving group to play through.


Be Ready to Play


Players should be ready to play as soon as it is their turn to play. When playing on or near the putting green, they should leave their bags or carts in such a position as will enable quick movement off the green and towards the next tee. When the play of a hole has been completed, players should immediately leave the putting green.


Lost Ball


If a player believes his ball may be lost outside a water hazard or is out of bounds, to save time, he should play a provisional ball.


Players searching for a ball should signal the players in the group behind them to play through as soon as it becomes apparent that the ball will not easily be found. They should not search for five minutes before doing so. Having allowed the group behind to play through, they should not continue play until that group has passed and is out of range.


PRIORITY ON THE COURSE


Unless otherwise determined by the Committee, priority on the course is determined by a group’s pace of play. Any group playing a whole round is entitled to pass a group playing a shorter round. The term “group” includes a single player.


CARE OF THE COURSE


Bunkers


Before leaving a bunker, players should carefully fill up and smooth over all holes and footprints made by them and any nearby made by others. If a rake is within reasonable proximity of the bunker, the rake should be used for this purpose.


Repair of Divots, Ball-Marks and Damage by Shoes


Players should carefully repair any divot holes made by them and any damage to the putting green made by the impact of a ball (whether or not made by the player himself). On completion of the hole by all players in the group, damage to the putting green caused by golf shoes should be repaired.


Preventing Unnecessary Damage


Players should avoid causing damage to the course by removing divots when taking practice swings or by hitting the head of a club into the ground, whether in anger or for any other reason.


Players should ensure that no damage is done to the putting green when putting down bags or the flagstick.


In order to avoid damaging the hole, players and caddies should not stand too close to the hole and should take care during the handling of the flagstick and the removal of a ball from the hole. The head of a club should not be used to remove a ball from the hole.


Players should not lean on their clubs when on the putting green, particularly when removing the ball from the hole.


The flagstick should be properly replaced in the hole before the players leave the putting green.


Local notices regulating the movement of golf carts should be strictly observed.


CONCLUSION; PENALTIES FOR BREACH


If players follow the guidelines in this section, it will make the game more enjoyable for everyone.


If a player consistently disregards these guidelines during a round or over a period of time to the detriment of others, it is recommended that the Committee considers taking appropriate disciplinary action against the offending player. Such action may, for example, include prohibiting play for a limited time on the course or in a certain number of competitions. This is considered to be justifiable in terms of protecting the interest of the majority of golfers who wish to play in accordance with these guidelines.


In the case of a serious breach of etiquette, the Committee may disqualify a player under Rule 33-7.







SECTION II


DEFINITIONS


 




The Definitions are listed alphabetically and, in the Rules themselves, defined terms are in italics.


ABNORMAL GROUND CONDITIONS


An “abnormal ground condition” is any casual water, ground under repair or hole, cast or runway on the course made by a burrowing animal, a reptile or a bird.


ADDRESSING THE BALL


A player has “addressed the ball” when he has grounded his club immediately in front of or immediately behind the ball, whether or not he has taken his stance.


ADVICE


“Advice” is any counsel or suggestion that could influence a player in determining his play, the choice of a club or the method of making a stroke.


Information on the Rules, distance or matters of public information, such as the position of hazards or the flagstick on the putting green, is not advice.


BALL DEEMED TO MOVE


See “Move or Moved”.


BALL HOLED


See “Holed”.


BALL LOST


See “Lost Ball”.


BALL IN PLAY


A ball is “in play” as soon as the player has made a stroke on the teeing ground. It remains in play until it is holed, except when it is lost, out of bounds or lifted, or another ball has been substituted, whether or not the substitution is permitted; a ball so substituted becomes the ball in play.


A ball in play that has been marked but not lifted remains in play. A ball that has been marked, lifted and replaced is back in play whether or not the ball-marker has been removed.


If a ball is played from outside the teeing ground when the player is starting play of a hole, or when attempting to correct this mistake, the ball is not in play and Rule 11-4 or 11-5 applies. Otherwise, ball in play includes a ball played from outside the teeing ground when the player elects or is required to play his next stroke from the teeing ground.


Exception in match play: Ball in play includes a ball played by the player from outside the teeing ground when starting play of a hole if the opponent does not require the stroke to be cancelled in accordance with Rule 11-4a.


BEST-BALL


See “Forms of Match Play”.


BUNKER


A “bunker” is a hazard consisting of a prepared area of ground, often a hollow, from which turf or soil has been removed and replaced with sand or the like.


Grass-covered ground bordering or within a bunker, including a stacked turf face (whether grass-covered or earthen), is not part of the bunker. A wall or lip of the bunker not covered with grass is part of the bunker. The margin of a bunker extends vertically downwards, but not upwards.


A ball is in a bunker when it lies in or any part of it touches the bunker.


BURROWING ANIMAL


A “burrowing animal” is an animal (other than a worm, insect or the like) that makes a hole for habitation or shelter, such as a rabbit, mole, groundhog, gopher or salamander.


Note: A hole made by a non-burrowing animal, such as a dog, is not an abnormal ground condition unless marked or declared as ground under repair.


CADDIE


A “caddie” is one who assists the player in accordance with the Rules, which may include carrying or handling the player’s clubs during play.


When one caddie is employed by more than one player, he is always deemed to be the caddie of the player sharing the caddie whose ball (or whose partner’s ball) is involved, and equipment carried by him is deemed to be that player’s equipment, except when the caddie acts upon specific directions of another player (or the partner of another player) sharing the caddie, in which case he is considered to be that other player’s caddie.


CASUAL WATER


“Casual water” is any temporary accumulation of water on the course that is not in a water hazard and is visible before or after the player takes his stance. Snow and natural ice, other than frost, are either casual water or loose impediments, at the option of the player. Manufactured ice is an obstruction. Dew and frost are not casual water.


A ball is in casual water when it lies in or any part of it touches the casual water.


COMMITTEE


The “Committee” is the committee in charge of the competition or, if the matter does not arise in a competition, the committee in charge of the course.


COMPETITOR


A “competitor” is a player in a stroke play competition. A “fellow-competitor” is any person with whom the competitor plays. Neither is partner of the other.


In stroke play foursome and four-ball competitions, where the context so admits, the word “competitor” or “fellow-competitor” includes his partner.


COURSE


The “course” is the whole area within any boundaries established by the Committee (see Rule 33-2).


EQUIPMENT


“Equipment” is anything used, worn, held or carried by the player or the player’s caddie, except:


• any ball that the player has played at the hole being played, and


• any small object, such as a coin or a tee, when used to mark the position of the ball or the extent of an area in which a ball is to be dropped.


Note 1: A ball played at the hole being played is equipment when it has been lifted and not put back into play.


Note 2: Equipment includes objects placed on the course for the care of the course, such as rakes, while they are being held or carried.


Note 3: When equipment is shared by two or more players, the shared equipment is deemed to be the equipment of only one of the players sharing it.


If a shared golf cart is being moved by one of the players sharing it (or his partner or either of their caddies), the cart and everything in it are deemed to be that player’s equipment. Otherwise, the cart and everything in it are deemed to be the equipment of the player sharing the cart whose ball (or whose partner’s ball) is involved.


Other shared equipment is deemed to be the equipment of the player who last used, wore, held or carried it. It remains that player’s equipment until it is used, worn, held or carried by the other player (or his partner or either of their caddies).


FELLOW-COMPETITOR


See “Competitor”.


FLAGSTICK


The “flagstick” is a movable straight indicator, with or without bunting or other material attached, centered in the hole to show its position. It must be circular in cross-section. Padding or shock absorbent material that might unduly influence the movement of the ball is prohibited.


FORECADDIE


A “forecaddie” is one who is employed by the Committee to indicate to players the position of balls during play. He is an outside agency.


FORMS OF MATCH PLAY


Single: A match in which one player plays against another player.


Threesome: A match in which one player plays against two other players, and each side plays one ball.


Foursome: A match in which two players play against two other players, and each side plays one ball.


Three-Ball: Three players play a match against one another, each playing his own ball. Each player is playing two distinct matches.


Best-Ball: A match in which one player plays against the better ball of two other players or the best ball of three other players.


Four-Ball: A match in which two players play their better ball against the better ball of two other players.


FORMS OF STROKE PLAY


Individual: A competition in which each competitor plays as an individual.


Foursome: A competition in which two competitors play as partners and play one ball.


Four-Ball: A competition in which two competitors play as partners, each playing his own ball. The lower score of the partners is the score for the hole. If one partner fails to complete the play of a hole, there is no penalty.


Note: For bogey, par and Stableford competitions, see Rule 32-1.


FOUR-BALL


See “Forms of Match Play” and “Forms of Stroke Play”.


FOURSOME


See “Forms of Match Play” and “Forms of Stroke Play”.


GROUND UNDER REPAIR


“Ground under repair” is any part of the course so marked by order of the Committee or so declared by its authorised representative. All ground and any grass, bush, tree or other growing thing within the ground under repair are part of the ground under repair. Ground under repair includes material piled for removal and a hole made by a greenkeeper, even if not so marked. Grass cuttings and other material left on the course that have been abandoned and are not intended to be removed are not ground under repair unless so marked.


When the margin of ground under repair is defined by stakes, the stakes are inside the ground under repair, and the margin of the ground under repair is defined by the nearest outside points of the stakes at ground level. When both stakes and lines are used to indicate ground under repair, the stakes identify the ground under repair and the lines define the margin of the ground under repair. When the margin of ground under repair is defined by a line on the ground, the line itself is in the ground under repair. The margin of ground under repair extends vertically downwards but not upwards.


A ball is in ground under repair when it lies in or any part of it touches the ground under repair.


Stakes used to define the margin of or identify ground under repair are obstructions.


Note: The Committee may make a Local Rule prohibiting play from ground under repair or an environmentally-sensitive area defined as ground under repair.


HAZARDS


A “hazard” is any bunker or water hazard.


HOLE


The “hole” must be 4¼ inches (108 mm) in diameter and at least 4 inches (101.6 mm) deep. If a lining is used, it must be sunk at least 1 inch (25.4 mm) below the putting green surface, unless the nature of the soil makes it impracticable to do so; its outer diameter must not exceed 4¼ inches (108 mm).


HOLED


A ball is “holed” when it is at rest within the circumference of the hole and all of it is below the level of the lip of the hole.


HONOUR


The player who is to play first from the teeing ground is said to have the “honour”.


LATERAL WATER HAZARD


A “lateral water hazard” is a water hazard or that part of a water hazard so situated that it is not possible, or is deemed by the Committee to be impracticable, to drop a ball behind the water hazard in accordance with Rule 26-1b. All ground and water within the margin of a lateral water hazard are part of the lateral water hazard.


When the margin of a lateral water hazard is defined by stakes, the stakes are inside the lateral water hazard, and the margin of the hazard is defined by the nearest outside points of the stakes at ground level. When both stakes and lines are used to indicate a lateral water hazard, the stakes identify the hazard and the lines define the hazard margin. When the margin of a lateral water hazard is defined by a line on the ground, the line itself is in the lateral water hazard. The margin of a lateral water hazard extends vertically upwards and downwards.


A ball is in a lateral water hazard when it lies in or any part of it touches the lateral water hazard.


Stakes used to define the margin of or identify a lateral water hazard are obstructions.


Note 1: That part of a water hazard to be played as a lateral water hazard must be distinctively marked. Stakes or lines used to define the margin of or identify a lateral water hazard must be red.


Note 2: The Committee may make a Local Rule prohibiting play from an environmentally-sensitive area defined as a lateral water hazard.


Note 3: The Committee may define a lateral water hazard as a water hazard.


LINE OF PLAY


The “line of play” is the direction that the player wishes his ball to take after a stroke, plus a reasonable distance on either side of the intended direction. The line of play extends vertically upwards from the ground, but does not extend beyond the hole.


LINE OF PUTT


The “line of putt” is the line that the player wishes his ball to take after a stroke on the putting green. Except with respect to Rule 16-1e, the line of putt includes a reasonable distance on either side of the intended line. The line of putt does not extend beyond the hole.


LOOSE IMPEDIMENTS


“Loose impediments” are natural objects, including:


• stones, leaves, twigs, branches and the like,


• dung, and


• worms, insects and the like, and the casts and heaps made by them, provided they are not:


• fixed or growing,


• solidly embedded, or


• adhering to the ball.


Sand and loose soil are loose impediments on the putting green, but not elsewhere.


Snow and natural ice, other than frost, are either casual water or loose impediments, at the option of the player.


Dew and frost are not loose impediments.


LOST BALL


A ball is deemed “lost” if:


a.  It is not found or identified as his by the player within five minutes after the player’s side or his or their caddies have begun to search for it; or


b.  The player has made a stroke at a provisional ball from the place where the original ball is likely to be or from a point nearer the hole than that place (see Rule 27-2b); or


c.  The player has put another ball into play under penalty of stroke and distance under Rule 26-1a, 27-1 or 28a; or


d.  The player has put another ball into play because it is known or virtually certain that the ball, which has not been found, has been moved by an outside agency (see Rule 18-1), is in an obstruction (see Rule 24-3), is in an abnormal ground condition (see Rule 25-1c) or is in a water hazard (see Rule 26-1b or c); or


e.  The player has made a stroke at a substituted ball.


Time spent in playing a wrong ball is not counted in the five-minute period allowed for search.


MARKER


A “marker” is one who is appointed by the Committee to record a competitor’s score in stroke play. He may be a fellow-competitor. He is not a referee.


MOVE OR MOVED


A ball is deemed to have “moved” if it leaves its position and comes to rest in any other place.


NEAREST POINT OF RELIEF


The “nearest point of relief” is the reference point for taking relief without penalty from interference by an immovable obstruction (Rule 24-2), an abnormal ground condition (Rule 25-1) or a wrong putting green (Rule 25-3).


It is the point on the course nearest to where the ball lies:


(i)   that is not nearer the hole, and


(ii) where, if the ball were so positioned, no interference by the condition from which relief is sought would exist for the stroke the player would have made from the original position if the condition were not there.


Note: In order to determine the nearest point of relief accurately, the player should use the club with which he would have made his next stroke if the condition were not there to simulate the address position, direction of play and swing for such a stroke.


OBSERVER


An “observer” is one who is appointed by the Committee to assist a referee to decide questions of fact and to report to him any breach of a Rule. An observer should not attend the flagstick, stand at or mark the position of the hole, or lift the ball or mark its position.


OBSTRUCTIONS


An “obstruction” is anything artificial, including the artificial surfaces and sides of roads and paths and manufactured ice, except:


a.   Objects defining out of bounds, such as walls, fences, stakes and railings;


b.   Any part of an immovable artificial object that is out of bounds; and


c.   Any construction declared by the Committee to be an integral part of the course.


An obstruction is a movable obstruction if it may be moved without unreasonable effort, without unduly delaying play and without causing damage. Otherwise it is an immovable obstruction.


Note: The Committee may make a Local Rule declaring a movable obstruction to be an immovable obstruction.


OPPONENT


An “opponent” is a member of a side against whom the player’s side is competing in match play.


OUT OF BOUNDS


“Out of bounds” is beyond the boundaries of the course or any part of the course so marked by the Committee.


When out of bounds is defined by reference to stakes or a fence or as being beyond stakes or a fence, the out of bounds line is determined by the nearest inside points at ground level of the stakes or fence posts (excluding angled supports). When both stakes and lines are used to indicate out of bounds, the stakes identify out of bounds and the lines define out of bounds. When out of bounds is defined by a line on the ground, the line itself is out of bounds. The out of bounds line extends vertically upwards and downwards.


A ball is out of bounds when all of it lies out of bounds. A player may stand out of bounds to play a ball lying within bounds.


Objects defining out of bounds such as walls, fences, stakes and railings are not obstructions and are deemed to be fixed. Stakes identifying out of bounds are not obstructions and are deemed to be fixed.


Note 1: Stakes or lines used to define out of bounds should be white.


Note 2: A Committee may make a Local Rule declaring stakes identifying but not defining out of bounds to be obstructions.


OUTSIDE AGENCY


In match play, an “outside agency” is any agency other than either the player’s or opponent’s side, any caddie of either side, any ball played by either side at the hole being played or any equipment of either side.


In stroke play, an outside agency is any agency other than the competitor’s side, any caddie of the side, any ball played by the side at the hole being played or any equipment of the side.


An outside agency includes a referee, a marker, an observer and a forecaddie. Neither wind nor water is an outside agency.


PARTNER


A “partner” is a player associated with another player on the same side.


In threesome, foursome, best-ball or four-ball play, where the context so admits, the word “player” includes his partner or partners.


PENALTY STROKE


A “penalty stroke” is one added to the score of a player or side under certain Rules. In a threesome or foursome, penalty strokes do not affect the order of play.


PROVISIONAL BALL


A “provisional ball” is a ball played under Rule 27-2 for a ball that may be lost outside a water hazard or may be out of bounds.


PUTTING GREEN


The “putting green” is all ground of the hole being played that is specially prepared for putting or otherwise defined as such by the Committee. A ball is on the putting green when any part of it touches the putting green.


R&A


The “R&A” means R&A Rules Limited.


REFEREE


A “referee” is one who is appointed by the Committee to decide questions of fact and apply the Rules. He must act on any breach of a Rule that he observes or is reported to him.


A referee should not attend the flagstick, stand at or mark the position of the hole, or lift the ball or mark its position.


Exception in match play: Unless a referee is assigned to accompany the players throughout a match, he has no authority to intervene in a match other than in relation to Rule 1-3, 6-7 or 33-7.


RUB OF THE GREEN


A “rub of the green” occurs when a ball in motion is accidentally deflected or stopped by any outside agency (see Rule 19-1).


RULE OR RULES


The term “Rule” includes:


a.   The Rules of Golf and their interpretations as contained in “Decisions on the Rules of Golf”;


b.   Any Condition of Competition established by the Committee under Rule 33-1 and Appendix I;


c.   Any Local Rules established by the Committee under Rule 33-8a and Appendix I; and


d.   The specifications on:


(i)   clubs and the ball in Appendices II and III and their interpretations as contained in “A Guide to the Rules on Clubs and Balls”; and


(ii) devices and other equipment in Appendix IV.


SIDE


A “side” is a player, or two or more players who are partners. In match play, each member of the opposing side is an opponent. In stroke play, members of all sides are competitors and members of different sides playing together are fellow-competitors.


SINGLE


See “Forms of Match Play” and “Forms of Stroke Play”.


STANCE


Taking the “stance” consists in a player placing his feet in position for and preparatory to making a stroke.


STIPULATED ROUND


The “stipulated round” consists of playing the holes of the course in their correct sequence unless otherwise authorised by the Committee. The number of holes in a stipulated round is 18 unless a smaller number is authorised by the Committee. As to extension of stipulated round in match play, see Rule 2-3.


STROKE


A “stroke” is the forward movement of the club made with the intention of striking at and moving the ball, but if a player checks his downswing voluntarily before the clubhead reaches the ball he has not made a stroke.


SUBSTITUTED BALL


A substituted ball is a ball put into play for the original ball that was either in play, lost, out of bounds or lifted, whether or not the substitution was permitted. A substituted ball becomes the ball in play when it has been dropped or placed (see Rule 20-4).


TEEING GROUND


The “teeing ground” is the starting place for the hole to be played. It is a rectangular area two club-lengths in depth, the front and the sides of which are defined by the outside limits of two tee-markers. A ball is outside the teeing ground when all of it lies outside the teeing ground.


THREE-BALL


See “Forms of Match Play”.


THREESOMES


See “Forms of Match Play”.


THROUGH THE GREEN


“Through the green” is the whole area of the course except:


a.   The teeing ground and putting green of the hole being played; and


b.   All hazards on the course.


WATER HAZARD


A “water hazard” is any sea, lake, pond, river, ditch, surface drainage ditch or other open water course (whether or not containing water) and anything of a similar nature on the course. All ground and water within the margin of a water hazard are part of the water hazard.


When the margin of a water hazard is defined by stakes, the stakes are inside the water hazard, and the margin of the hazard is defined by the nearest outside points of the stakes at ground level. When both stakes and lines are used to indicate a water hazard, the stakes identify the hazard and the lines define the hazard margin. When the margin of a water hazard is defined by a line on the ground, the line itself is in the water hazard. The margin of a water hazard extends vertically upwards and downwards.


A ball is in a water hazard when it lies in or any part of it touches the water hazard.


Stakes used to define the margin of or identify a water hazard are obstructions.


Note 1: Stakes or lines used to define the margin of or identify a water hazard must be yellow.


Note 2: The Committee may make a Local Rule prohibiting play from an environmentally-sensitive area defined as a water hazard.


WRONG BALL


A “wrong ball” is any ball other than the player’s:


•  ball in play;


•  provisional ball; or


•  second ball played under Rule 3-3 or Rule 20-7c in stroke play.


Ball in play includes a ball substituted for the ball in play, whether or not the substitution is permitted. A substituted ball becomes the ball in play when it has been dropped or placed (see Rule 20-4).


WRONG PUTTING GREEN


A “wrong putting green” is any putting green other than that of the hole being played. Unless otherwise prescribed by the Committee, this term includes a practice putting green or pitching green on the course.







SECTION III


THE RULES OF PLAY


 


RULE 1


THE GAME


 




DEFINITIONS


All defined terms are in italics and are listed alphabetically in the Definitions section.


1-1. GENERAL


The Game of Golf consists of playing a ball with a club from the teeing ground into the hole by a stroke or successive strokes in accordance with the Rules.


1-2. EXERTING INFLUENCE ON MOVEMENT OF BALL OR ALTERING PHYSICAL CONDITIONS


A player must not (i) take an action with the intent to influence the movement of a ball in play or (ii) alter physical conditions with the intent of affecting the playing of a hole.


Exceptions:
1. An action expressly permitted or expressly prohibited by another Rule is subject to that other Rule, not Rule 1-2.


2. An action taken for the sole purpose of caring for the course is not a breach of Rule 1-2.


*PENALTY FOR BREACH OF RULE 1-2:


Match play – Loss of hole; Stroke play – Two strokes.


*In the case of a serious breach of Rule 1-2, the Committee may impose a penalty of disqualification.


Note 1: A player is deemed to have committed a serious breach of Rule 1-2 if the Committee considers that the action taken in breach of this Rule has allowed him or another player to gain a significant advantage or has placed another player, other than his partner, at a significant disadvantage.


Note 2: In stroke play, except where a serious breach resulting in disqualification is involved, a player in breach of Rule 1-2 in relation to the movement of his own ball must play the ball from where it was stopped, or, if the ball was deflected, from where it came to rest. If the movement of a player’s ball has been intentionally influenced by a fellow-competitor or other outside agency, Rule 1-4 applies to the player (see Note to Rule 19-1).


1-3. AGREEMENT TO WAIVE RULES


Players must not agree to exclude the operation of any Rule or to waive any penalty incurred.


PENALTY FOR BREACH OF RULE 1-3:


Match play – Disqualification of both sides;


Stroke play – Disqualification of competitors concerned.


(Agreeing to play out of turn in stroke play – see Rule 10-2c)


1-4. POINTS NOT COVERED BY RULES


If any point in dispute is not covered by the Rules, the decision should be made in accordance with equity.





 


THE GAME OF GOLF: GENERAL




1-1/1


Two Balls in Play Simultaneously at Different Holes





Q. Two players on the 8th hole play their approach shots to the 8th green. They agree to tee off at the 9th hole and then putt out on the 8th green. This is to avoid having to walk back up a hill to the 9th tee and to save time. What is the ruling?


A. In match play, the players are disqualified under Rule 1-3 for excluding the operation of Rule 2-1 by failing to play the stipulated round, provided the players knew that this was a breach of the Rules. If they did not know that their action was a breach of the Rules, both holes stand as played.


In stroke play, the competitors are disqualified under Rule 3-2 for failing to hole out on the 8th hole before making a stroke from the 9th tee.




1-1/2


Player Unaware He has Holed Out Puts Another Ball into Play





Q. A player, unable to find his ball, puts another ball into play. He then discovers that his original ball is in the hole. What is the ruling?


A. The score with the original ball counts. The play of the hole was completed when the player holed that ball.




1-1/3


Player Discovers Original Ball in Hole after Searching Five Minutes And then Continuing Play with Provisional Ball





Q. At a par-3 hole, a player, believing his original ball may be lost, plays a provisional ball. He searches five minutes for the original ball and then plays the provisional ball onto the green. At that point, the original ball is found in the hole. What is the ruling?


A. The player’s score is 1. The play of the hole was completed when the player holed the original ball (Rule 1-1).




1-1/4


Player Discovers Own Ball Is in Hole After Playing Wrong Ball





Q. A player played to a blind green and putted what he thought was his ball. He then discovered that his own ball was in the hole and that the ball he had putted was a wrong ball. What is the ruling?


A. Since the play of the hole was completed when the original ball was holed (Rule 1-1), the player was not in breach of Rule 15-3 for subsequently playing a wrong ball.


Related Decisions:


• 2-4/9 Player Concedes Hole After Which It Is Discovered Opponent Had Played Wrong Ball.


• 2-4/11 Player with Lost Ball Concedes Hole; Ball Then Found in Hole.


 


EXERTING INFLUENCE ON MOVEMENT OF BALL OR ALTERING PHYSICAL CONDITIONS




1-2/0.5


Serious Breach of Rule 1-2





Q. Should the standard for determining whether a serious breach of Rule 1-2 has occurred be the same in match play and stroke play?


A. In deciding whether a player has committed a serious breach of Rule 1-2, the Committee should consider all aspects of the incident. Given the different impact on players in match play and stroke play, it is possible for the same act to constitute a serious breach of Rule 1-2 in stroke play but not in match play. In many cases in match play (e.g. a player who intentionally stops his ball from entering a water hazard), a penalty of loss of hole is sufficient while in stroke play the player should be disqualified for a serious breach. In some cases (e.g. the purposeful act of damaging the line of putt referred to in Decision 1-2/1), a penalty of disqualification in match play may be appropriate.




1-2/0.7


Meaning of “Sole Purpose of Caring for the Course”





Q. What is the meaning of the phrase “sole purpose of caring for the course” in Exception 2 to Rule 1-2?


A. The phrase “sole purpose of caring for the course” in the Exception refers to the performance of acts that are encouraged in the Etiquette Section of the Rules of Golf provided they are taken at the appropriate time and in a manner permitted by the Rules. The provisions of Rule 1-2 do not prevent a player from taking acts that conform with the Etiquette Section, so long as the player does so for the sole purpose of caring for the course and without intentionally influencing the movement of a ball, or the physical conditions affecting play, of a player in the player’s group or match. For example, while a player may not smooth the ragged edge of a hole or tap down spike marks in order to influence the movement of a ball of an opponent, fellow-competitor or partner, the player may generally smooth the ragged edge of a hole or tap down spike marks as a courtesy to players in following groups or matches, or for care of the course (see Decision 1-2/3.5). Similarly, while a player may not press down a piece of turf in the area in which a ball in motion may come to rest or in the area in which a ball is to be dropped or placed with the intention of influencing the movement of the ball, a player generally may attempt to tidy up the course by repairing divot holes and/or replacing divots that do not affect play of the hole by a player in the player’s group or match (see Decision 1-2/8).




1-2/1


Line of Putt Altered Purposely by Opponent or Fellow-Competitor by Stepping on It





Q. An opponent or a fellow-competitor purposely steps on the player’s line of putt with the intention either of improving the line (e.g. by pressing down a raised tuft of grass) or of damaging it (e.g. by making spike marks). What is the ruling?


A. In either case, the opponent or the fellow-competitor was in breach of Rule 1-2. The penalty is loss of hole in match play or two strokes in stroke play, unless the Committee decides to impose a penalty of disqualification – see the penalty statement of Rule 1-2.


In stroke play if the line of putt has been damaged, the player, in equity (Rule 1-4), may restore the line of putt to its previous condition. A player is entitled to the lie and line of putt he had when his ball came to rest. The line of putt may be restored by anyone.


Decisions related to 1-2/0.5 and 1-2/1:


• 13-2/36 Competitor Sanctions Repair of Spike Damage on His Line of Putt by Fellow-Competitor.


• 16-1a/13 Line of Putt Damaged Accidentally by Opponent, Fellow-Competitor or Their Caddies.


• 17-3/2 Opponent or Fellow-Competitor Attending Flagstick for Player Fails to Remove It; Player’s Ball Strikes Flagstick.


• 19-1/5 Ball Deliberately Deflected or Stopped on Putting Green by Fellow-Competitor.


• See also “Equity: player entitled to lie, line of play and stance when ball comes to rest after stroke” in the Index.


 




1-2/1.5


Competitor Alters Line of Play of Fellow-Competitor





Q. In stroke play, A’s ball is under a partially detached tree branch from which he believes he is entitled to relief without penalty. A calls for a ruling. B, A’s fellow-competitor, argues A’s case to a referee and, during the conversation, lifts the branch and improves or worsens A’s line of play. What is the ruling?


A. As B did not alter physical conditions with the intent of affecting A’s playing of the hole, B is not in breach of Rule 1-2. A incurs no penalty. A may replace the branch, but he is not required to do so.




1-2/2


Shielding Line of Putt from Wind





Q. May a player lay his golf bag parallel to the line of putt to shield the line from the wind?


A. No. Such an action taken with the intent to influence the movement of the ball would be a breach of Rule 1-2, even if the golf bag were removed prior to the stroke being made.




1-2/3


Breaking Bush in Area into Which Ball May Roll After Drop





Q. A player elects to take relief from an area of ground under repair through the green. He correctly determines his nearest point of relief and the one club-length area in which the ball must be dropped under Rule 25-1b(i). The player is aware that there is a small bush located outside the dropping area. Fearing that his ball could come to rest close to the bush when dropped, without a re-drop being required under Rule 20-2c, the player intentionally breaks off and removes part of the bush. What is the ruling?


A. As the player has not improved the area in which a ball is to be dropped, (i.e. the area in which the ball must first strike a part of the course when dropped under Rule 25-1b(i)), Rule 13-2 does not apply. However, the player is in breach of Rule 1-2 for taking an action with the intent to affect the playing of the hole by altering the physical conditions.


The same principles apply to a situation where a player’s ball is at rest, but he fears that it might move. For example, if a player’s ball is at rest on a steep slope through the green and he breaks an attached tree branch that might interfere with his swing if the ball were to roll ten feet down the slope, the player is in breach of Rule 1-2 for taking an action with the intent to affect the playing of the hole by altering the physical conditions.




1-2/3.5


Player Repairs Hole After Holing Out But Before Opponent, Fellow-Competitor or Partner Holes Out





Q. After holing out, a player observes that the edge of the hole is ragged. He pats the ragged edge with his hand and smooths it. Does the player incur a penalty under Rule 1-2 if his opponent, fellow-competitor or partner has not holed out?


A. If the player smoothed the edge of the hole solely for the purpose of caring for the course, he was not in breach of Rule 1-2. However, if the smoothing of the ragged edge was in any way intended to influence the movement of his opponent’s, fellow-competitor’s or partner’s ball, or alter physical conditions with the intent of affecting the playing of the hole, he was in breach of Rule 1-2. It is recommended that a player should only smooth the ragged edge of a hole after all players in the group or match have completed play of the hole.


As the player had holed out, he is not subject to penalty under Rule 16-1a or Rule 13-2.


In a four-ball competition, if the player’s partner had not completed play of the hole, the partner incurs the penalty for a breach of Rule 16-1a – see Definition of “Partner”.


Related Decisions:


• 16-1a/6 Damaged Hole; Procedure for Player.


• 33-2b/2 Relocating Hole After Ball Already Positioned Nearby on Putting Green.




1-2/4


Player Jumps Close to Hole to Cause Ball to Fall into Hole





Q. A player whose ball overhangs the lip of the hole jumps close to the hole in the hope of jarring the ground and causing the ball to fall into the hole. Is the player penalised under Rule 1-2 for trying to exert influence on the movement of his ball in play?


A. If the player’s ball was at rest (or deemed to be at rest under Rule 16-2) and does not move, Rule 1-2 does not apply because the player was attempting to move a ball at rest and this is specifically covered by Rule 18-2 (see Exception 1 to Rule 1-2). As the ball did not move, there was no penalty under Rule 18-2.


If the player’s ball was at rest (or deemed to be at rest under Rule 16-2) and the ball moves, Rule 1-2 does not apply because Rule 18-2 specifically covers a ball at rest moved by the player – see Exception 1 to Rule 1-2. The player is deemed to have caused his ball to move and incurs a penalty of one stroke in both match play and stroke play under Rule 18-2 and the ball must be replaced.


If the player’s ball was still moving when the player jumped, Rule 1-2 was the applicable Rule because the player took an action with the intent to influence the movement of the ball. In match play, he lost the hole. In stroke play, he incurred a penalty of two strokes and must play the ball from where it came to rest; if the ball was holed, the player completed play of the hole with his last stroke and must apply the two-stroke penalty under Rule 1-2.


Related Decisions:


• 2-4/2 Ball Falls into Hole After Concession of Next Stroke.


• 16-2/2 Ball Overhanging Hole Knocked Away by Opponent Before Player Determines Status.


• 18-2/23 Ball Knocked from Lip of Hole in Disgust.


• 18-2/24 Ball Falls into Hole After Being Addressed.




1-2/5


Player Putts with One Hand and Catches Ball in Hole with Other Hand





Q. A player whose ball is on the lip of the hole putts with one hand and catches the ball with his other hand after the ball is below the level of the lip of the hole. What is the ruling?


A. The player purposely stopped his moving ball.


In match play, he lost the hole – Rule 1-2.


In stroke play, he incurred a penalty of two strokes and was required to place his ball on the lip of the hole and hole out – Rule 1-2. If he did not do so, he was disqualified under Rule 3-2 for failing to hole out.


In order for a ball to be holed (see Definition of “Holed”), it must be at rest within the circumference of the hole.


Related Decision:


• 16/5.5 Player Holes Short Putt and Allegedly Removes Ball from Hole Before It Is at Rest.




1-2/5.5


Player Purposely Stops or Deflects Ball; Where Next Stroke Must Be Played from





Q. A player’s ball lies through the green. After playing a pitch shot up a slope, the player sees his ball start to roll back towards him. He places his club in front of the ball and stops it. The ball would have rolled only a few yards more and remained through the green. What is the ruling?


A. Since the player purposely stopped the ball, he is in breach of Rule 1-2. As the breach was not serious, the player incurs a penalty of loss of hole in match play or two strokes in stroke play. In stroke play, he must play the ball from the point where he stopped it with his club – see Note 2 to Rule 1-2.


If the player had purposely deflected the ball but not stopped it, in match play, he would lose the hole. In stroke play, if a serious breach has not occurred, he would incur a two-stroke penalty and must then play the ball from its new position – see Note 2 to Rule 1-2. In stroke play, if a serious breach has occurred, the player is disqualified.


Rule 19-2 is not applicable since it only covers situations when a player accidentally deflects or stops his ball.


Related Decision:


• 20-2c/4 Caddie Stops Dropped Ball Before It Comes to Rest; When Penalty Incurred.




1-2/6 (Reserved)







1-2/7


Player Purposely Deflects Partner’s Ball in Motion on Putting Green





Q. In four-ball match play, A and B are playing C and D. All four balls lie on the putting green in five strokes. A lies four feet from the hole and B lies 30 feet from the hole. Player A is standing near and behind the hole with respect to B’s line of putt while B putts. B’s ball goes past the hole and is rolling towards where A is standing. Without waiting for B’s ball to come to rest, A knocks B’s ball back to B. What is the ruling?


A. A’s intentional interference with the movement of B’s ball is a breach of Rule 1-2. However, the penalty for that breach is incurred by B – the partner whose ball was in motion – and results in disqualification from the hole for B. A may continue to represent the side without penalty as the breach of Rule 1-2 did not assist him.




1-2/8


Player Presses Down Turf as Ball Is Rolling Towards Area





Q. A player’s ball lies through the green at the bottom of a slope. The player makes a stroke and sees that his ball is rolling back down the slope towards the spot from which he just played. Before the ball reaches that spot, the player presses down a raised piece of turf in that area with the intent of ensuring that his ball will not come to rest against the raised piece of turf or in the divot hole. Is the player in breach of Rule 1-2?


A. Yes, as he acted with the intent to influence the movement of his ball in play and with the intent to alter the physical conditions affecting playing of the hole. As the pressing down of the raised piece of turf was not for the sole purpose of caring for the course, Exception 2 to Rule 1-2 does not apply.


If the player had not realised his ball was returning to the area, there would be no breach of Rule 1-2.




1-2/9


Player Presses Ball into Surface of Putting Green





Q. In replacing his ball but before putting it back into play, a player firmly presses the ball into the surface of the putting green in order to prevent it from being moved by the wind or gravity. What is the ruling?


A. In altering the surface of the putting green, the player has breached Rule 1-2 by intentionally taking action to influence the movement of a ball in play and to alter physical conditions that affect the playing of the hole.


In match play, the player loses the hole – Rule 1-2.


In stroke play, the player incurs a penalty of two strokes and must play the ball as it lies – Rule 1-2.


Related Decisions:


• 14-5/2 Making Stroke at Oscillating Ball.


• 18/2 Ball Oscillates During Address.


• 20-3d/2 Ball in Bunker Moves Closer to Hole When Obstruction Removed and Ball Will Not Remain at Rest When Replaced; All Other Parts of Bunker Are Nearer Hole.




1-2/10


Player Wraps Towel Around Self or Places Towel on Cactus Before Taking Stance





Q. A player’s ball lies near a cactus, and to play the ball, the player would have to stand with his legs touching the cactus. To protect himself from the cactus needles, the player wraps a towel around his legs before taking his stance. He then plays the ball. What is the ruling?


A. Provided the player does not breach Rule 13-2 (i.e. he takes his stance fairly), there is no breach of the Rules. However, if the player were to place the towel on the cactus, the player would be in breach of Rule 1-2 for altering physical conditions with the intent of affecting the playing of the hole; as a result, he would lose the hole in match play or incur a penalty of two strokes in stroke play.


Related Decision:


• 13-3/2 Making Stroke While Kneeling on Towel.


Other Decisions related to Rule 1-2: See “Exerting Influence on Ball/Altering Physical Conditions” in the Index.


 


AGREEMENT TO WAIVE RULES




1-3/0.5


When Breach of Rule 1-3 Occurs





Q. While walking to the 1st green, A and B agree that for a ball that is out of bounds they will drop a ball at the spot where the ball went out of bounds under penalty of one stroke, even though they know the penalty is stroke and distance. Someone overhears this conversation and advises A and B that they may not make such an arrangement. Neither player has yet hit a ball out of bounds. What is the ruling?


A. A and B are disqualified under Rule 1-3 for agreeing to waive Rule 27-1b.


Even though A and B had not yet acted on the agreement, they were in breach of Rule 1-3 as soon as the agreement was reached during the stipulated round.


In match play, if the players in a match agree to waive the Rules before their stipulated round, they are in breach of Rule 1-3 if either of them starts the stipulated round without having cancelled the agreement.


In stroke play, if competitors agree to waive the Rules before their stipulated round, each competitor is in breach of Rule 1-3 if one competitor who was part of the agreement starts his stipulated round without having cancelled the agreement.




1-3/1 (Reserved)







1-3/2


Agreement to Concede Short Putts





Q. In a match, the two players agree in advance to concede all putts within a specified length. Is this agreement contrary to Rule 1-3?


A. In order to be in breach of Rule 1-3 for agreeing to waive a Rule, players must be aware that they are doing so. Therefore, the answer depends on whether the players knew that Rule 2-4 only allows the concession of the “next stroke” and does not permit them to agree in advance to concede putts within a specified length.


If the players were unaware that the Rules prevented them from agreeing to concede putts in this manner, there is no penalty under Rule 1-3.


If the players were aware that they were excluding the operation of a Rule then they are disqualified under Rule 1-3.




1-3/3 (Reserved)







1-3/4


Failure of Players to Apply Known Penalty





Q. In a match, a player discovers at the 2nd hole that he has 15 clubs in his bag contrary to Rule 4-4a, but his opponent refuses to apply the penalty. The extra club is declared out of play and the match continues. The Committee disqualifies both players. Is this correct?


A. Yes. Since the players agreed to waive the penalty, they should be disqualified under Rule 1-3.




1-3/5


Players Unaware Penalty Incurred





Q. In a match, A incurred a penalty stroke under Rule 12-2 for lifting his ball for identification without announcing his intention to B, his opponent. A did not penalise himself and B did not make a claim because neither A nor B was aware a penalty had been incurred. Should the Committee disqualify A and B under Rule 1-3 for agreeing to waive a penalty?


A. No. Since the players were not aware a penalty had been incurred, there could have been no agreement between them to waive the penalty.


Related Decisions:


• 2-1/1 Players Unable to Resolve Rules Problem Agree to Consider Hole Halved.


• 2-5/8.5 Player and Opponent Agree on Incorrect Procedure; Whether Valid Claim May Be Made After Procedure Followed.




1-3/6


Marker Attests Wrong Score Knowingly and Competitor Aware Score Wrong





Q. In stroke play, B failed to hole out at a hole. A few holes later he realised he had erred. A, B’s marker and fellow-competitor, was aware both that B had infringed the Rules and that B knew this, but nevertheless he signed B’s card. B was disqualified under Rule 3-2 (Failure to Hole Out). Should A, who knowingly overlooked the breach, be penalised?


A. A should have been disqualified for a breach of Rule 1-3.


Related Decisions:


• 6-6a/5 Marker Attests Wrong Score Knowingly But Competitor Unaware Score Wrong.


• 33-7/9 Competitor Who Knows Player Has Breached Rules Does Not Inform Player or Committee in Timely Manner.




1-3/7


Agreement That Side Losing After 18 Holes of 36-Hole Match Will Concede Match





Q. Prior to a 36-hole match, the players agree that they will play only 18 holes and whoever is behind at that point will concede the match, despite being aware that this is a breach of the conditions of competition. Is this permissible?


A. No. Both players should be disqualified under Rule 1-3 for agreeing to exclude the operation of a condition of the competition (Rule 33-1). If the players were not aware that their action was a breach of the conditions of competition, the concession would stand.


Related Decisions:


• 2-4/21 Wrong Form of Play Used to Decide Which Side Concedes Match.


• 6-1/1 Wrong Form of Play Used in Match Play Event.


• 33-1/4 Match Decided by Wrong Form of Play by Agreement of Players.


Other Decisions related to Rule 1-3: See “Agreement to Waive Rules” in the Index.


 


EQUITY




1-4/1


Player Distracted by Ball Dropped by Another Player Mis-Hits Ball





Q. As A was making his backswing, B accidentally dropped a ball, which rolled within six inches of A’s ball. The appearance of the dropped ball startled A, causing him to top his shot. In equity, should A be permitted to replay his stroke?


A. No. Distractions are a common occurrence which players must accept.




1-4/2


Ball Adhering to Face of Club After Stroke





Q. A player plays a stroke from wet sand or soil and the ball adheres to the face of the club. What is the ruling?


A. In equity (Rule 1-4), the ball should be dropped, without penalty, as near as possible to the spot where the club was when the ball stuck to it.




1-4/3


Flagstick Stuck into Green Some Distance from Hole by Practical Joker





Q. A practical joker removes the flagstick from the hole and sticks it into the putting green some distance from the hole. The players approaching the green are unaware of this action and they play towards the flagstick and not the hole. Do the players have the option to replay?


A. No. In equity (Rule 1-4), the players must accept the resultant advantage or disadvantage.




1-4/4


In Anger Player Strikes Ball Played by Player in Following Group





Q. A is nearly struck by a ball played by a player in the following group. In anger, A hits the ball back towards the group. Has A played a practice stroke or a wrong ball?


A. No. However, in equity (Rule 1-4), A should incur the general penalty of loss of hole in match play or two strokes in stroke play.


Related Decision:


• 7-2/5.5 Player Finds Ball and Hits It to Player Who Lost It.




1-4/5


Removal of Obstruction in Hazard Would Move Loose Impediment





Q. In a hazard, a player’s ball lies against a movable obstruction. A loose impediment lies on top of the obstruction in such a position that the player cannot remove the obstruction without also moving the loose impediment. The player is entitled to move the movable obstruction under Rule 24-1 but is not entitled to move the loose impediment under Rule 23. What is the procedure?


A. The player may remove the obstruction as authorised by Rule 24-1. As the loose impediment will be moved in the process, in equity (Rule 1-4), the player incurs no penalty and must place the loose impediment as near as possible to the spot where it originally lay. If the player fails to place the loose impediment as required, in equity (Rule 1-4) and in view of the purpose of Rule 13-4, he would lose the hole in match play or incur a penalty of two strokes in stroke play.


Related Decisions:


• 13-4/16 Removal of Loose Impediment in Water Hazard Covering Wrong Ball.


• 13-4/35.7 Player Deems Ball Unplayable in Bunker, Lifts Ball and Then Removes Loose Impediment from Bunker.


• 23-1/6.5 Removal of Loose Impediments from Spot on Which Ball to Be Placed.


• 23-1/7 Loose Impediment in Hazard Moved in Process of Ball Being Lifted


• 23-1/7.5 Loose Impediment Through the Green Moved When Ball Moved or in Process of Ball Being Lifted


• 23-1/8 Removal of Loose Impediments Likely to Cause Ball to Move; Loose Impediments Removed Before Ball Replaced




1-4/6 (Reserved)







1-4/7


Ball Lost in Either Water Hazard or Casual Water Overflowing Hazard





Q. It is known or virtually certain that a ball is lost either in a water hazard or in an area of casual water overflowing the hazard, but it is not known which. What is the proper procedure?


A. In equity (Rule 1-4), the player must proceed under the water hazard Rule. (Revised)


Related Decision:


• 25/2 Overflow from Water Hazard.




1-4/8


Nearest Point of Relief from Cart Path Is in Casual Water;
Nearest Point of Relief from Casual Water Is Back on Cart Path





Q. A player’s ball lies on a paved cart path from which he wishes to take relief under Rule 24-2b(i). It appears that the nearest point of relief will be in a large area of casual water which adjoins the cart path and the nearest point of relief from the casual water under Rule 25-1b(i) would be back on the cart path. What are the player’s options?


A. The player may proceed in accordance with Rule 24-2 and then, if applicable, Rule 25-1. He is not entitled to take relief from both the immovable obstruction and the casual water in a single procedure, unless after proceeding under these Rules, the player is essentially back where he started and it is evident that such a procedure is necessary to obtain relief from both conditions.


Therefore, the player should proceed as follows:


1. He may lift and drop the ball in accordance with Rule 24-2b(i) in the casual water.


2. He may play the ball as it lies or take relief from the casual water, in which case he would lift and drop the ball in accordance with Rule 25-1b(i).


3. If the ball when dropped comes to rest in such a position that there is interference by the cart path, he may play the ball as it lies or proceed in accordance with Rule 24-2b(i). If the nearest point of relief is in such a position that there would be interference by the casual water, as an additional option, the player may, in equity (Rule 1-4) obtain relief without penalty as follows: Using the new position of the ball on the cart path, the nearest point of relief from both the cart path and the casual water shall be determined which is not in a hazard or on a putting green. The player shall lift the ball and drop it within one club-length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest point of relief, on a part of the course which avoids interference by the cart path and the casual water and is not in a hazard or on a putting green.


  If the dropped ball rolls into a position where there is interference by either the cart path or the casual water, Rule 20-2c applies.


The same principle would apply if there was interference from any two conditions, i.e., casual water, a hole made by a burrowing animal, an immovable obstruction, from which relief without penalty was available and in taking relief from one condition it resulted in interference from the second condition. (Revised)


Related Decision:


• 25-1b/11.5 Ball in Casual Water Within Ground Under Repair; Whether Player Entitled to Take Relief from Both Conditions in Single Procedure.




1-4/8.5


Nearest Point of Relief from Cart Path Is in Casual Water,
Nearest Point of Relief from Casual Water Is Back on Cart Path;
Impracticable for Player to Drop Ball Into Area of Casual Water





Q. In the circumstances described in Decision 1-4/8, if the nature of the area of casual water were such that it was impracticable or impossible for the player to drop the ball, when taking relief from the cart path, into the area of casual water, how may the player proceed?


A. If it is impracticable for the player to proceed under one of the two Rules, he may, in equity (Rule 1-4), obtain relief without penalty as follows: Using the position of the ball on the cart path, the nearest point of relief from both the cart path and the casual water must be determined that is not in a hazard or on a putting green. The player must lift the ball and drop it within one club-length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest point of relief, on a part of the course that avoids interference by the cart path and the casual water and is not in a hazard or on a putting green.


It would be considered impracticable for the player to drop the ball in the area of casual water if the casual water were so deep that unreasonable effort would be required to retrieve a ball lying in this area of casual water – see Decision 25-1/1.


Other examples of conditions into which it would be considered impracticable for the player to drop the ball would include:


• in or under an immovable obstruction such that it would be extremely difficult or impossible to drop the ball (e.g. inside a locked building or beneath a rain-shelter that is raised off the ground).


• within a large hole made by a greenkeeper or similar area of ground under repair from which the player could not reasonably be expected to play a ball.




1-4/9


Bird’s Nest Interfering with Stroke





Q. A player’s ball comes to rest in a bird’s nest or so close to the nest that he could not make a stroke without damaging it. In equity (Rule 1-4), does the player have any options in addition to playing the ball as it lies or, if applicable, proceeding under Rule 26 or 28?


A. Yes. It is unreasonable to expect the player to play from such a situation and unfair to require the player to incur a penalty stroke under Rule 26 (Water Hazards) or Rule 28 (Ball Unplayable), although these Rules remain an option, if applicable.


If the ball lay through the green, the player may, without penalty, drop a ball within one club-length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest spot not nearer the hole that would allow him to make his stroke without damaging the nest and that is not in a hazard and not on a putting green. The ball when dropped must first strike a part of the course through the green.


If the ball lay in a hazard, the player may drop a ball, without penalty, within one club-length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest spot not nearer the hole that would allow him to make his stroke without damaging the nest. If possible, the ball must be dropped in the same hazard and, if not possible, in a similar nearby hazard, but in either case not nearer the hole. If it is not possible for the player to drop the ball in a hazard, he may drop it, under penalty of one stroke, outside the hazard, keeping the point where the original ball lay between the hole and the spot on which the ball is dropped.


If the ball lay on the putting green, the player may, without penalty, place a ball at the nearest spot not nearer the hole and not in a hazard that would allow him to make his stroke without damaging the nest.


If interference by anything other than the bird’s nest makes the stroke clearly impracticable or if damage to the bird’s nest would occur only through the use of a clearly unreasonable stroke or an unnecessarily abnormal stance, swing, or direction of play, the player may not take relief as prescribed above, but he is not precluded from proceeding under Rule 26 or 28, if applicable. (Revised)




1-4/10


Dangerous Situation; Rattlesnake or Bees Interfere with Play





Q. A player’s ball comes to rest in a situation dangerous to the player, e.g. near a live rattlesnake or a bees’ nest. In equity (Rule 1-4), does the player have any options in addition to playing the ball as it lies or, if applicable, proceeding under Rule 26 or 28?


A. Yes. It is unreasonable to expect the player to play from such a dangerous situation and unfair to require the player to incur a penalty under Rule 26 (Water Hazards) or Rule 28 (Ball Unplayable), although these Rules remain an option, if applicable.


If the ball lay through the green, the player may, without penalty, drop a ball within one club-length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest spot not nearer the hole that is not dangerous and is not in a hazard and not on a putting green.


If the ball lay in a hazard, the player may drop a ball, without penalty, within one club-length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest spot not nearer the hole that is not dangerous. If possible, the ball must be dropped in the same hazard and, if not possible, in a similar nearby hazard, but in either case not nearer the hole. If it is not possible for the player to drop the ball in a hazard, he may drop it, under penalty of one stroke, outside the hazard, keeping the point where the original ball lay between the hole and the spot on which the ball is dropped.


If the ball lay on the putting green, the player may, without penalty, place a ball at the nearest spot not nearer the hole that is not dangerous and that is not in a hazard.


If interference by anything other than the dangerous situation makes the stroke clearly impracticable or if the situation would be dangerous only through the use of a clearly unreasonable stroke or an unnecessarily abnormal stance, swing, or direction of play, the player may not take relief as prescribed above, but he is not precluded from proceeding under Rule 26 or 28, if applicable. (Revised)


Related Decision:


• 33-8/22 Local Rule Treating Ant Hills as Ground Under Repair.




1-4/11


Meaning of “Dangerous Situation”





Q. According to Decision 1-4/10, a ball lying near a live rattlesnake or a bees’ nest is a “dangerous situation” and relief should be granted in equity.


If a player’s ball comes to rest in or near an area of plants such as poison ivy, cacti or stinging nettles, should the provisions of Decision 1-4/10 apply?


A. No. The player must either play the ball as it lies or, if applicable, proceed under Rule 26 (Water Hazards) or Rule 28 (Ball Unplayable).


Decision 1-4/10 contemplates a situation which is unrelated to conditions normally encountered on the course. Unpleasant lies are a common occurrence which players must accept.




1-4/12


Player Breaches Rules More Than Once Prior to Stroke; Whether Multiple Penalties Should Be Applied





Situations arise prior to or as a result of a stroke in which a player breaches a single Rule more than once, or breaches separate Rules, in a single act or in different but sequential acts. The question arises whether it is appropriate to apply a penalty to each separate breach.


The Rules expressly provide that multiple penalties are not to be applied in certain situations (e.g. Rules 15-2, 18, 20-7 and 21). However, there are many other situations where multiple breaches of the Rules may occur and the Rules themselves do not expressly specify whether a penalty should be applied to each separate breach. In such cases, equity (Rule 1-4) applies, and the following principles should be used:


1. One Act Results in One Rule Being Breached More Than Once – Single Penalty Applied


Example: In stroke play, a competitor’s ball on the putting green strikes a fellow-competitor’s ball in breach of Rule 19-5a and then strikes another fellow-competitor’s ball, also in breach of Rule 19-5a. The ruling would be a single two-stroke penalty.


2. One Act Results in Two Rules Being Breached – Single Penalty Applied


Example: In stroke play, a competitor is considering putting his ball from a bunker and rakes a footprint in the bunker on his line of play. Both Rule 13-2 and Rule 13-4a have been breached. The ruling would be a single two-stroke penalty.


3. Related Acts Result in One Rule Being Breached More Than Once – Single Penalty Applied


Example 1: In stroke play, a competitor takes several practice swings in a hazard, touching the ground each time. The practice swings are related acts breaching a single Rule. The ruling would be a single two-stroke penalty under Rule 13-4b (see Decision 13-4/3 but also see Principle 6 Example 3).


Example 2: A and B are fellow-competitors playing a par three hole. B is to play first and A asks B whether it is best to play for the centre of the green or to play for the flagstick and B advises that it is best to play for the centre of the green. A then asks what club B is going to use. B says he will hit a six iron. After B’s stroke, which fell short of the green, A asks B if he had hit it well and B confirms that he did. A then hit his shot. The ruling is that both competitors incur a single two-stroke penalty under Rule 8-1 for seeking or giving three related pieces of information all of which might assist A in his choice of club for his next stroke and the way to play it. (But see also Principle 6 Example 2).


4. Related Acts Result in Two Rules Being Breached – Single Penalty Applied


Example 1: In stroke play, a competitor is considering putting his ball from a bunker and rakes several footprints in the bunker on his line of play. Both Rule 13-2 and Rule 13-4a have been breached multiple times by related acts. The ruling would be a single two-stroke penalty.


Example 2: In stroke play, a competitor’s ball moves prior to address and, while it is in motion, it is accidentally stopped by the competitor’s club in breach of Rule 19-2 and comes to rest against it. The competitor then moves the club, as a result of which his ball moves – a breach of Rule 18-2. These related acts would result in a single one-stroke penalty (see Decision 19-2/1.5).


5. Unrelated Acts Result in Two Rules Being Breached – Multiple Penalties Applied


Example 1: In stroke play, a competitor (1) touches the ground in a hazard with his club while taking practice swings in a hazard and (2) improves his line of play by bending a shrub with his hand. The ruling would be a two-stroke penalty under Rule 13-4 (touching the ground in a hazard with his club) and a further penalty of two strokes under Rule 13-2 (for the unrelated act of improving his line of play by moving something growing), giving a total penalty of four strokes (see Decision 13-4/28).


Example 2: Under Example 2 in Principle 4 above, if the ball is not replaced before the competitor makes his next stroke, the failure to replace the ball is an unrelated act and the competitor incurs an additional penalty of two strokes under Rule 18-2.


6. Unrelated Acts Result in One Rule Being Breached More Than Once – Multiple Penalties Applied


Example 1: In stroke play, a competitor (1) purposely steps on another player’s line of putt with the intention of improving the line, and then (2) purposely stops his own ball in motion after it began moving without apparent cause before address. As the two acts were unrelated, the ruling would be two separate penalties, each of two strokes, for breaches of Rule 1-2, giving a total penalty of four strokes.


Example 2: A and B are fellow-competitors waiting for the green to clear at a par three hole. A, who has been hitting all his iron shots right of target, asks B if his (A’s) alignment has been wrong. B confirms that A’s alignment has been wrong. After the green clears A asks B what club B is going to play. B does not answer. The ruling would be that A and B both incur a two-stroke penalty for asking for and giving advice about A’s alignment (advice on the method of making a stroke). A incurs an additional two-stroke penalty for asking for information from B, which might assist A with his choice of club. Although both requests by A are breaches of the same Rule (Rule 8-1) their character is sufficiently different to warrant two separate penalties.


Example 3: Under Example 1 in Principle 3 above, the competitor then makes a stroke and fails to get the ball out of the hazard. He makes two more practice swings in the hazard, again touching the ground each time. The ruling would be two separate two-stroke penalties under Rule 13-4b. The link between the acts was broken by the competitor’s intervening stroke (see also Decision 1-4/14).


For the purposes of this Decision:


• in making the judgment whether two acts are related or unrelated, the Committee should consider, among other things, the similarity of the acts, how close to one another they are in terms of time and location and whether there were any intervening events;


• each principal subsection of a Rule is considered a separate Rule (e.g. Rules 1-2, 1-3 and 1-4 are considered separate Rules); and


• the following sub-subsections (but only these ones) are also considered separate Rules: 4-3a, 4-3b, 13-4a, 13-4b, 13-4c, 14-1a, 14-1b, 14-2a, 14-2b, 16-1a, 16-1b, 16-1c, 16-1d, 16-1e, 16-1f, 17-3a, 17-3b and 17-3c. (Revised)




1-4/13


Player Advised of Breach of Rule; Player Breaches Same Rule Prior to Stroke





Q. In stroke play, a competitor, whose ball lies in a bunker, makes a practice swing and touches the ground in the bunker with his club. His fellow-competitor advises him that his action may be a breach of the Rules. The competitor disagrees and makes several more practice swings prior to making his stroke, touching the sand each time. What is the penalty?


A. As the competitor was correctly advised that touching the ground in the bunker with his club during a practice swing was a breach of the Rules (Rule 13-4b), the third principle in Decision 1-4/12 is not applicable. Therefore, the competitor is penalised four strokes – two strokes for the initial breach and two strokes for all subsequent breaches when the additional practice swings were made.


Related Decisions:


• 13-4/3 Touching Ground in Hazard with Several Practice Swings.


• 13-4/28 Grounding Club, Moving Loose Impediments and Improving Area of Intended Swing in Hazard.




1-4/14


Player Breaches Same Rule Before and After Stroke





Q. In stroke play, a competitor whose ball lies in a bunker makes a practice swing, touching the ground in the bunker with his club in breach of Rule 13-4. He makes the stroke, but the ball remains in the bunker. Before his next stroke, he makes another practice swing, again touching the ground in the bunker. What is the penalty?


A. The competitor incurs two separate penalties, each of two strokes, for breaches of Rule 13-4, giving a total penalty of four strokes. The third principle in Decision 1-4/12 does not apply in this case as the player made a stroke between the two breaches.




1-4/15


Player Breaches Two Rules with Different Penalties; More Severe Penalty Applied





Q. In stroke play, a competitor is searching for his ball under a tree. He accidentally moves his ball with his foot in breach of Rule 18-2 and, at the same time, breaks a branch, improving the area of his intended swing in breach of Rule 13-2. What is the ruling?


A. The competitor has breached two Rules as a result of a single act. In accordance with the second principle in Decision 1-4/12, the competitor only incurs a single penalty. However, in this case, the Rules that have been breached by the competitor give different penalties (i.e. Rule 18-2 carries a one-stroke penalty and Rule 13-2 carries a two-stroke penalty). In such circumstances, in equity (Rule 1-4), the more severe of the two penalties must be applied and, therefore, the competitor is penalised two strokes under Rule 13-2.


If the same circumstances arose in match play, the player would lose the hole for the breach of Rule 13-2.


Decisions related to Decisions 1-4/12 through 1-4/15, whether multiple penalties apply: See “Multiple Penalty Situations” in the Index.


Other Decisions related to Rule 1-4: See “Equity” in the Index.




RULE 2


MATCH PLAY


 




DEFINITIONS


All defined terms are in italics and are listed alphabetically in the Definitions section.


2-1. GENERAL


A match consists of one side playing against another over a stipulated round unless otherwise decreed by the Committee.


In match play the game is played by holes.


Except as otherwise provided in the Rules, a hole is won by the side that holes its ball in the fewer strokes. In a handicap match, the lower net score wins the hole.


The state of the match is expressed by the terms: so many “holes up” or “all square”, and so many “to play”.


A side is “dormie” when it is as many holes up as there are holes remaining to be played.


2-2. HALVED HOLE


A hole is halved if each side holes out in the same number of strokes.


When a player has holed out and his opponent has been left with a stroke for the half, if the player subsequently incurs a penalty, the hole is halved.


2-3. WINNER OF MATCH


A match is won when one side leads by a number of holes greater than the number remaining to be played.


If there is a tie, the Committee may extend the stipulated round by as many holes as are required for a match to be won.


2-4. CONCESSION OF MATCH, HOLE OR NEXT STROKE


A player may concede a match at any time prior to the start or conclusion of that match.


A player may concede a hole at any time prior to the start or conclusion of that hole.


A player may concede his opponent’s next stroke at any time, provided the opponent’s ball is at rest. The opponent is considered to have holed out with his next stroke, and the ball may be removed by either side.


A concession may not be declined or withdrawn.


(Ball overhanging hole – see Rule 16-2)


2-5. DOUBT AS TO PROCEDURE; DISPUTES AND CLAIMS


In match play, if a doubt or dispute arises between the players, a player may make a claim. If no duly authorised representative of the Committee is available within a reasonable time, the players must continue the match without delay. The Committee may consider a claim only if it has been made in a timely manner and if the player making the claim has notified his opponent at the time (i) that he is making a claim or wants a ruling and (ii) of the facts upon which the claim or ruling is to be based.


A claim is considered to have been made in a timely manner if, upon discovery of circumstances giving rise to a claim, the player makes his claim (i) before any player in the match plays from the next teeing ground, or (ii) in the case of the last hole of the match, before all players in the match leave the putting green, or (iii) when the circumstances giving rise to the claim are discovered after all the players in the match have left the putting green of the final hole, before the result of the match has been officially announced.


A claim relating to a prior hole in the match may only be considered by the Committee if it is based on facts previously unknown to the player making the claim and he had been given wrong information (Rules 6-2a or 9) by an opponent. Such a claim must be made in a timely manner.


Once the result of the match has been officially announced, a claim may not be considered by the Committee, unless it is satisfied that (i) the claim is based on facts which were previously unknown to the player making the claim at the time the result was officially announced, (ii) the player making the claim had been given wrong information by an opponent and (iii) the opponent knew he was giving wrong information. There is no time limit on considering such a claim.


Note 1: A player may disregard a breach of the Rules by his opponent provided there is no agreement by the sides to waive a Rule (Rule 1-3).


Note 2: In match play, if a player is doubtful of his rights or the correct procedure, he may not complete the play of the hole with two balls.


2-6. GENERAL PENALTY


The penalty for a breach of a Rule in match play is loss of hole except when otherwise provided.





 


MATCHES: GENERAL




2/1


Players in Singles Match Accompanied by Third Party





Q. Prior to a singles match between A and B, A stated to B that a third player, C, would be playing with them. B played the match under protest and lost. What ruling should the Committee give?


A. A single is a match in which one plays against another. Since B made a timely claim, the Committee should have awarded the match to B. If B had not protested, i.e. had agreed that C accompany the match, the result of the match would stand as played.




2/2


Stipulated Round in Match Play





In all forms of match play other than threesomes and foursomes, a player has begun his stipulated round when he makes his first stroke in that round. In threesomes and foursomes match play, the side has begun its stipulated round when it makes its first stroke in that round.


The stipulated round has ended in match play when all of the players in the match have completed the final hole of the match (although a player may lodge a subsequent claim under Rule 2-5 or correct wrong information under Rule 9-2b(iii)). With the first round of a 36-hole match, the stipulated round has ended when all the players in the match have completed the final hole of that stipulated round.




2/3


Refusal to Comply with Rule in Match Play





Q. In a match, A requests B to lift B’s ball that is on A’s line of play. B refuses to do so. What is the ruling?


A. In equity (Rule 1-4), B loses the hole for failing to comply with A’s request to lift his ball under Rule 22-2.


Related Decisions: See “Refusal to Comply with Rule” in the Index.


 


MATCH PLAY: GENERAL




2-1/1


Players Unable to Resolve Rules Problem Agree to Consider Hole Halved





Q. In a match, A putted to within three inches of the hole and then knocked his ball away. B, the opponent, objected. He stated that he wanted A’s ball left by the hole. A and B were uncertain how to resolve the matter, so they agreed to consider the hole halved. Should A and B be disqualified under Rule 1-3?


A. No. There was no agreement to waive the Rules. Rather, the players were ignorant of the Rules.


Related Decisions:


• 1-3/5 Players Unaware Penalty Incurred.


• 2-5/8.5 Player and Opponent Agree on Incorrect Procedure; Whether Valid Claim May Be Made After Procedure Followed.




2-1/1.5


Players Agree to Consider Hole Halved During Play of Hole





Q. In a match, a player and his opponent play their second shots on a par 5 hole. Unexpectedly, neither ball can be found. Rather than proceeding under Rule 27-1, both players agree to a half. Is this permitted?


A. Yes. An agreement to halve a hole being played is permissible.


However, if the players agree to consider a hole halved without either player making a stroke, they should be disqualified under Rule 1-3 for agreeing to exclude the operation of Rule 2-1 by failing to play the stipulated round, provided the players knew that this was a breach of the Rules.




2-1/2


Minus or Zero Net Score





Q. In a handicap match, a player entitled to two handicap strokes at a par-3 hole scores a 2 or a hole-in-one. What would be his net score in each case?


A. The player’s net score would be zero (0) if he scored a 2 or minus 1 (-1) if he had a hole-in-one.


The same would be true in a four-ball stroke play or Stableford competition since scores are calculated on a hole-by-hole basis.




2-1/3


Hole Inadvertently Omitted in Match; Error Discovered After Match Concluded





Q. The players in a match inadvertently omitted playing a hole. The error was discovered after the match had been played to a conclusion. What is the ruling?


A. The result should stand.




2-1/4


Two Holes Purposely Omitted in Match





Q. Without the authority of the Committee, the players in a match agreed to omit two holes, i.e. agreed to settle the match over 16 holes. Is this permitted?


A. No. The players are disqualified under Rule 1-3 for excluding the operation of Rule 2-1 by failing to play the stipulated round, provided the players knew that this was a breach of the Rules. If they did not know that their action was a breach of the Rules, the match stands as played.




2-1/5


Three Holes Played Out of Sequence in Match





Q. In a match, the players by mistake play three holes out of sequence. The error is discovered before the match concludes. What is the ruling?


A. There is no penalty, and those three holes stand as played. If the players were to replay the three holes in the proper sequence, there would be no penalty, and the three holes would stand as replayed.




2-1/6


Replaying Match When Play Discontinued Instead of Resuming from Where Play Stopped





Q. A match which was all square after 16 holes was discontinued by agreement due to darkness. The match should have been resumed at the 17th hole. However, the players, thinking it was in accordance with the Rules, replayed the match starting at the 1st tee. The result was posted. At that point the Committee became aware of the improper procedure. What is the ruling?


A. The result of the match as replayed should stand. The players were not subject to disqualification under Rule 1-3 because they were unaware that their procedure was contrary to the Rules.


 


HALVED HOLE




2-2/1


Player Putting for Half Is Given Advice by Opponent





The following is an example of the application of the second paragraph of Rule 2-2: In a match, A has holed out. As B, A’s opponent, is preparing to putt for a half, A gives B advice as to his line of putt. A would normally lose the hole for a breach of Rule 8-1, but Rule 2-2 becomes operative in these circumstances and the hole is halved.


Related Decision:


• 30-3/3 Application of Rule 2-2 in Four-Ball Match Play.


Other Decisions related to Rule 2-2: See “Halved Hole” in the Index.


 


WINNER OF MATCH




2-3/1


Players Under Impression Match Is Over Later Realise It Was All Square





Q. In a match, A and B left the 18th green under the impression that A had won. They later realised that in fact the match was all square. The matter was referred to the Committee. What is the ruling?


A. Since there was no indication that wrong information had been given, the match stands as played, with A the winner.




2-3/2


Result of Match When Player Dormie and Opponent Concedes





Q. In a match between A and B, A is one up playing the last hole. In the following situations and considering B’s actions, does A win by one hole or two holes?


(i)   B is on the green in three strokes but a long way from the hole. A plays his third stroke from the edge of the green and it comes to rest about one foot from the hole. B goes over and shakes hands with A.


(ii)  B is on the green in two strokes. A holes his third stroke and B shakes hands with A.


(iii) A plays his second shot from the fairway on to the green. B’s second shot misses the green and plugs in a bunker. B immediately walks over to A and shakes his hand.


(iv) B is on the green in six strokes but a long way from the hole. A plays his third stroke from the edge of the green and it comes to rest about one foot from the hole. B goes over and shakes hands with A.


(v)  A is on the green in two strokes. B plays his third stroke from the fairway onto the green and the ball comes to rest about one foot from the hole. B goes over and shakes hands with A.


A. The handshake between the players is deemed to represent an agreement to concede each player’s next stroke. Accordingly, in situations (i)–(iii), A wins the match by one hole. In situations (iv) and (v), A has won the final hole and wins the match by two holes.


 


CONCESSION OF MATCH, HOLE OR NEXT STROKE




2-4/1


Player Concedes Opponent’s Next Stroke and Then Knocks Opponent’s Ball into Hole





Q. A player conceded his opponent’s next stroke and then, in attempting to knock the opponent’s ball back to him, he inadvertently knocked the ball into the hole. The opponent, who had played three strokes prior to the concession, claimed a 3 for the hole. Was the claim valid?


A. No. The player conceded the opponent a 4 for the hole and, at that point, the opponent had completed the hole. It is irrelevant that the player subsequently knocked the opponent’s ball into the hole, whether he did so inadvertently or otherwise.




2-4/2


Ball Falls into Hole After Concession of Next Stroke





Q. A player’s ball overhung the edge of the hole. After elapse of the time allowed in Rule 16-2, the opponent conceded the player’s next stroke for a 5, after which the player’s ball fell into the hole. What was the player’s score for the hole?


A. The player’s score was 5. It is immaterial that the player’s ball fell into the hole after the opponent had conceded the player’s next stroke. If the opponent had not conceded the next stroke, the player’s score would also be 5 because in those circumstances the player would be deemed to have holed out with his last stroke and he would incur a penalty stroke – Rule 16-2.


Related Decisions:


• 1-2/4 Player Jumps Close to Hole to Cause Ball to Drop; Ball Moves.


• 16-2/2 Ball Overhanging Hole Knocked Away by Opponent Before Player Determines Status.


• 18-2/24 Ball Falls into Hole After Being Addressed.




2-4/3


Player Lifts Ball in Mistaken Belief That Next Stroke Conceded





Q. In a match between A and B, B made a statement which A interpreted to mean that his (A’s) next stroke was conceded. Accordingly, A lifted his ball. B then said that he had not conceded A’s next stroke. What is the ruling?


A. If B’s statement could reasonably have led A to think his next stroke had been conceded, in equity (Rule 1-4), A should replace his ball as near as possible to where it lay, without penalty.


Otherwise, A would incur a penalty stroke for lifting his ball without marking its position – Rule 20-1 – and he must replace his ball as near as possible to where it lay.




2-4/3.5


Stroke Conceded by Caddie





Q. In a match between A and B, B’s caddie purports to concede A’s next stroke, whereupon A lifts his ball. What is the ruling?


A. As a player’s caddie does not have the authority to make a concession, the purported concession is invalid. As A had reasonably believed his next stroke had been conceded, in equity (Rule 1-4), A incurs no penalty and must replace the ball. B incurs no penalty; however, had B’s caddie lifted A’s ball, B would have incurred a one-stroke penalty under Rule 18-3b.


Decisions related to 2-4/3 and 2-4/3.5:


• 9-2/5 Incorrect Information Causes Opponent to Lift His Ball-Marker.


• 20-1/8 Ball-Marker Lifted by Player Who Mistakenly Believes He Has Won Hole.


• 26-1/9 Caddie Lifts Ball in Water Hazard Without Player’s Authority.




2-4/4


Whether Picking Up Opponent’s Ball Is Concession of Next Stroke





Q. In match play, A holes a putt and, thinking he has won the match, picks up B’s ball. B then advises A that he (B) had a putt to win the hole. Did A concede B’s next stroke when he picked up B’s ball?


A. No. A incurred a penalty stroke under Rule 18-3b; B must replace his ball and now has two putts to win the hole.




2-4/5


Whether Lifting Opponent’s Ball-Marker Is Concession of Next Stroke





Q. In a match, A believing he has won a hole picks up the coin marking the position of his opponent B’s ball. In fact B had a putt to halve the hole. Should the picking up of B’s ball-marker be considered a concession of B’s next stroke?


A. No. In equity (Rule 1-4), A should be penalised one stroke. Therefore, under the second paragraph of Rule 2-2 the hole is automatically halved.


Decisions related to 2-4/4 and 2-4/5:


• 2-4/17 Player in Erroneous Belief Match Is Over Shakes Opponent’s Hand and Picks Up Opponent’s Ball.


• 30/5 In Four-Ball Match Player with Putt for Half Picks Up in Error at Suggestion of Opponent Based on Misunderstanding.




2-4/6


Putting Out After Concession of Stroke





Rule 2-4 does not cover the question of whether a player may putt out after his next stroke has been conceded. A player incurs no penalty for holing out in such circumstances. However, if the act would be of assistance to a partner in a four-ball or best-ball match, the partner is, in equity (Rule 1-4), disqualified for the hole.




2-4/7


Concession of Stroke Refused by Player and Withdrawn by Opponent; Player Then Putts and Misses





Q. In a match between A and B, A putts and his ball comes to rest near the hole. B concedes A’s next stroke. A says: “No. I haven’t holed out yet.” B says: “OK. Go ahead and putt.” A putts and misses. In such circumstances, is the concession invalidated?


A. No. When B conceded A’s next stroke, A had completed the hole. Concession of a stroke may not be declined or withdrawn – see Rule 2-4.




2-4/8


Player Concedes Opponent’s Next Stroke and Plays Before Opponent Has Opportunity to Lift Ball





Q. In a match between A and B, A chips and his ball comes to rest about one foot from the hole. B concedes A’s next stroke. A states that he wishes to lift his ball. However, B proceeds to play his next stroke before A has an opportunity to lift his ball and B’s ball strikes A’s ball. What is the ruling?


A. B deprived A of his right to lift his ball after his next stroke was conceded. In equity (Rule 1-4), B lost the hole, whether or not his ball struck A’s ball.


Related Decisions:


• 2/3 Refusal to Comply with Rule in Match Play.


• 3-4/1 Competitor Not Given Opportunity to Lift Ball Assisting Fellow-Competitor.


• 16-2/4 Ball Overhanging Lip of Hole Moves When Flagstick Removed.


• 17-4/2 Ball Resting Against Flagstick; Putt Conceded and Ball Removed Before Player Can Remove Flagstick.


• 22/6 Competitor Requests That Ball in Position to Assist Him Not Be Lifted.


• 30-3f/11 Request to Lift Ball That Might Assist Partner Not Honoured.




2-4/9


Player Concedes Hole After Which It Is Discovered Opponent Had Played Wrong Ball





Q. In a match between A and B, A has made two strokes and the ball with which he made his second stroke out of the rough is on the green. B, having played five, concedes the hole to A. A then discovers that he has played a wrong ball to the green. What is the ruling?


A. A lost the hole (Rule 15-3a) before B conceded it to him. Therefore, B’s concession was irrelevant.




2-4/10 (Reserved)







2-4/11


Player with Lost Ball Concedes Hole; Ball Then Found in Hole





Q. In a match, A played his second shot towards the green but he could not find his ball. He conceded the hole to B, whose second shot was on the green. The following players then found A’s ball in the hole. What is the ruling?


A. Since a player may not concede a hole after conclusion of the hole (Rule 2-4) A holed out in two strokes and won the hole if he made a claim before B played from the next teeing ground (Rule 2-5). If A did not do so, he lost the hole.


Related Decisions:


• 1-1/4 Player Discovers Own Ball Is in Hole After Playing Wrong Ball.


• 2-5/5 Invalid Claim Not Disputed.


• 9-2/11 Opponent’s Misreading of Number on Player’s Ball Results in Agreement That Player Lost Hole.




2-4/12


Player Concedes Hole on Basis of Invalid Claim





Q. In a match between A and B, A putts out of turn. B incorrectly claims that A loses the hole for putting out of turn. A protests but concedes the hole. Later, A, having consulted the Rule book, lodges an official protest with the Committee. How should the Committee rule?


A. Although B’s claim was invalid – see Rule 10-1c – A lost the hole when he conceded it (Rule 2-4).




2-4/13


Implied Concession of Hole Withdrawn





Q. A, unable to find his ball after a two-minute search, suggests to B, his opponent, that they move on to the next hole. A’s ball is then found. A withdraws his suggestion to move on to the next hole and play is resumed. Before A plays his ball, B plays a stroke with a wrong ball. What is the ruling?


A. A’s suggestion amounted to a concession of the hole and B won the hole. Concession of a hole may not be withdrawn (Rule 2-4). B’s actions after A’s concession could not deprive him of a hole already won.




2-4/14


Player Concedes Match Due to Misconception as to Opponent’s Score at Last Hole





Q. In a match, A and B were all square playing the last hole. A had a short putt for a 4. B holed a putt for a 4. A, mistakenly believing that B had holed out in three strokes, shook hands with B, conceded the match and lifted his ball. At that point B told A that he (B) had scored a 4. What is the ruling?


A. A conceded the match. Even if A had not conceded the match, he lost it when he lifted his ball without marking its position and thereby incurred a penalty stroke under Rule 20-1.




2-4/15


Player Concedes Match After Winning It When Opponent Lodges Invalid Claim Regarding Strokes Taken





Q. In a match, A and B were all square playing the last hole. A incurred a penalty without knowing it, and accordingly did not advise B of the penalty. B was aware of what had happened but did not realise it was a breach of the Rules either.


A won the hole and the match, and the result was posted.


Subsequently, a spectator informed B that A had incurred a penalty at the 18th hole. B then claimed the hole and the match, and A conceded the match to B.


Who was the rightful winner?


A. A won the match because a match can only be conceded prior to its conclusion (Rule 2-4).


A gave wrong information when he did not advise B that he had incurred a penalty and would have lost the hole had a claim been made in a timely manner – Rule 9-2b(i). However, a belated claim by B was not valid for two reasons:


(1) it was not based on facts previously unknown to B, and


(2) the claim was made after the result of the match was announced – see Rule 2-5.




2-4/16


Valid Timely Claim Made After Concession of Match





Q. In a match, A and B are playing the last hole. B is 1 up. A holes out for a 4. B putts from a wrong place and holes the putt for a 4. A congratulates B and concedes the match. Before leaving the putting green, A asks B if he (B) had putted from a wrong place. B acknowledges that he did so. A claims that B loses the hole under Rule 20-7b. Is the claim valid?


A. Yes. Concession of a match is not binding if subsequently a valid claim is made in a timely manner. A’s valid claim was made within the time limit in Rule 2-5.


Related Decision:


• 9-2/10 Player Omits Penalty Stroke When Advising Opponent as to Score for Hole; Error Discovered After Match Conceded by Opponent.




2-4/17


Player in Erroneous Belief Match Is Over Shakes Opponent’s Hand and Picks Up Opponent’s Ball





Q. In match play, A holes a putt and, thinking he has won the match, shakes hands with B and picks up B’s ball. The referee advises B that he had a putt to win the hole and keep the match alive. Has B conceded the match by his acquiescence in A’s action of shaking hands and picking up B’s ball?


A. No. B was entitled to replace his ball and hole out. Since A incurred a one-stroke penalty under Rule 18-3b, B now had two putts to win the hole.


Related Decisions:


• 2-4/4 Whether Picking Up Opponent’s Ball Is Concession of Next Stroke.


• 2-4/5 Whether Lifting Opponent’s Ball-Marker Is Concession of Next Stroke.


• 30/5 In Four-Ball Match Player with Putt for Half Picks Up in Error at Suggestion of Opponent Based on Misunderstanding.




2-4/18 (Reserved)







2-4/19


Winner of Match Wishes to Default to Beaten Opponent





Q. In match play, A defeats B and then concedes the match to B because he (A) cannot continue in the competition. Is this permissible?


A. No. A won the match. A beaten player may not be reinstated in such circumstances. A should be posted as the winner and, since A cannot continue, A’s opponent in the next round would win by default.


Under Rule 2-4, a side may concede a match at any time prior to conclusion of the match, but not thereafter.




2-4/20


Player Unable to Meet Match Play Schedule Defaults; Schedule Then Changed and Player Requests Reinstatement





Q. The final matches in a competition were to be played on a Saturday. A was to play B in one match. On Thursday, A defaulted to B, saying that he would be out of town on Saturday.


On Saturday, the course was unplayable and the matches were postponed until the following Saturday.


On Monday, A requested that he be reinstated. Should the Committee reinstate A?


A. No. A conceded the match as provided for in Rule 2-4. In the circumstances, concession is irrevocable.


Related Decision:


• 6-8b/4 Player Unable to Resume Suspended Match at Scheduled Time.




2-4/21


Wrong Form of Play Used to Decide Which Side Concedes Match





Q. In a foursome match, the players are unable to arrange a date to play their match within the prescribed time limit for the round. As a result, the players agree to play a singles match between one player from each side in order to decide which side would concede the match in accordance with Rule 2-4. Is this permissible?


A. There is nothing in the Rules of Golf to prohibit players from agreeing to a method of determining which side will concede a match. However, in view of the intention of Rule 1-3 (Agreement to Waive Rules), if players agree to play a match other than in the form prescribed in the conditions of the competition in order to decide which side will concede, both sides should be disqualified under Rule 1-3 for agreeing to exclude the operation of a condition of competition (Rule 33-1).


If the players agree to use some other method which does not involve playing a match to determine which side will concede, such as a putting competition, tossing a coin, etc., they are not considered to be in breach of Rule 1-3.


Related Decisions:


• 1-3/7 Agreement That Side Losing After 18 Holes of 36-Hole Match Will Concede Match.


• 6-1/1 Wrong Form of Play Used in Match Play Event.


• 33-1/4 Match Decided by Wrong Form of Play by Agreement of Players.




2-4/22


Players Agree to Concede Holes to Each Other





Q. Before or during a match, A and B agree to concede one or more holes to each other, thereby enabling them, in effect, to play a shorter match. If A and B know that such an arrangement is not permissible, are they subject to disqualification under Rule 1-3?


A. Yes. Although Rule 2-4 allows a player to concede a hole before playing it, an agreement between players to concede holes to each other exceeds this authority as it undermines the principle in Rule 2-1 of playing a stipulated round. Therefore, such an agreement constitutes an agreement to waive the Rules.


Other Decisions related to Rule 2-4: See “Concession” and “Default” in the Index


 


DOUBT AS TO PROCEDURE: DISPUTES AND CLAIMS




2-5/1 (Reserved)







2-5/2


Procedure for a Valid Claim





For a claim to be valid, the claimant must notify his opponent (i) that he is making a claim or wants a ruling and, (ii) the facts of the situation. He must do so within the time required by Rule 2-5. For example, Rule 16-1e prohibits putting from a stance astride an extension of the line of putt behind the ball. In a match between A and B, if A putts from a stance astride an extension of the line and B states “that is not allowed, you are penalised” or “I’m making a claim because of that stroke”, the Committee should consider the claim.


Statements by B such as “I’m not sure that’s allowed” or “I don’t think you can do that” do not by themselves constitute a valid claim because each statement does not contain the notice of a claim or that he wants a ruling and the facts of the situation.




2-5/3


Player Lifts Ball Before Holing Out; Opponent Then Picks Up His Ball Claiming Player Loses Hole





Q. In match play, A’s ball was resting against the flagstick but it was not holed. A, believing he had holed out, lifted his ball without first marking its position. In doing so, A incurred a penalty stroke under Rule 20-1. Since A was not aware that he had incurred a penalty, he did not inform B. B, who had not witnessed A’s actions, made his next stroke. A’s actions were then brought to the attention of B and he picked up his ball, claiming that A’s lifting of his ball entailed a penalty of loss of hole. A and B agreed to continue the match and refer B’s claim to the Committee later. How should the Committee have ruled?


A. The Committee should have ruled that B won the hole. B’s claim was valid since he notified his opponent that he was making a claim or wanted a ruling (A and B agreed to refer B’s claim to the Committee), and the facts that gave rise to the claim (A’s lifting of the ball). Although the penalty for A’s lifting of the ball without first marking its position is one stroke, he lost the hole for giving wrong information (Rule 9-2b) when he failed to inform B before he (B) made his next stroke that he (A) had incurred the penalty stroke.


Related Decisions:


• 9-2/6 Player Reporting Wrong Score Causes Opponent with Chance for Half to Pick Up Ball.


• 30/5 In Four-Ball Match Player with Putt for Half Picks Up in Error at Suggestion of Opponent Based on Misunderstanding.


• 30-3f/3 Player’s Ball Resting Against Flagstick Lifted Before Being Holed; Others in Match Pick Up Mistakenly Believing Player Won Hole.




2-5/4


Player Wins Hole with Own Ball After Playing Wrong Ball; Opponent Lodges Belated Claim





Q. In a match, A and B are all square playing the last hole. A plays a wrong ball in the rough and discovers the error before his next stroke. A and B go back to look for A’s ball without any question being raised as to whether A had incurred a penalty. A’s ball is found. A plays out the hole with his original ball and wins the hole and the match.


Several days later B claims the last hole and the match by virtue of the fact that A played a wrong ball.


Is the claim valid?


A. No. A gave wrong information when he did not advise B that he (A) had incurred a penalty – Rule 9-2b(i). However, a belated claim by B was not valid for two reasons:


(1) it was not based on facts previously unknown to B, and


(2) the claim was made after the result of the match was announced – see Rule 2-5.


Related Decisions:


• 9-2/8 Player Wins Hole with Wrong Ball; Error Discovered at Next Hole; Opponent Claims Previous Hole.


• 30-3c/2 Player Wins Hole with Wrong Ball and Partner Picks Up; Error Discovered at Next Hole.


• 30-3c/3 Players on Opposite Sides Exchange Balls During Play of Hole and Their Partners Pick Up; Error Discovered at Next Hole.


• 30-3c/4 Player Plays Partner’s Ball; Error Discovered After Opponents Have Played Next Strokes.




2-5/5


Invalid Claim Not Disputed





Q. In a match, A played a wrong ball to a green and then found his own ball in the hole. His own ball had been holed in three strokes, which was fewer strokes than B had taken. However, B claimed the hole on the grounds that A had played a wrong ball. A did not dispute the claim. A lost the match.


Later, A learned that, because he had completed the hole when his own ball was holed and before play of a wrong ball, the play of the wrong ball was irrelevant and he was the rightful winner of the hole in question. A then lodged a claim with the Committee. Was the claim valid?


A. No. Since A did not dispute B’s invalid claim before B played from the next teeing ground, B’s claim stands and B won the hole in question (Rule 2-5).


Related Decisions:


• 2-4/11 Player with Lost Ball Concedes Hole; Ball Then Found in Hole.


• 9-2/11 Opponent’s Misreading of Number on Player’s Ball Results in Agreement That Player Lost Hole.




2-5/5.5


Breach of 14-Club Rule Discovered After Match Concluded But Before Result Officially Announced





Q. On completion of the 14th hole in a match between A and B, A wins by 5 and 4. The players continue the round. After the 16th hole, it is discovered by the players that A has 15 clubs in his bag.


Before the result of the match has been officially announced, B reports the facts to the Committee and asks for a ruling. Is the claim valid?


A. Yes. Although the players had left the putting green of the last hole of the match, B’s claim is based on facts previously unknown to him and he is deemed to have been given wrong information by A (Rule 9-2b(i)). The players must return to the 15th hole and resume the match. A is penalised under Rule 4-4a and is three up with four holes to play.




2-5/6


Players Mistakenly Believe Match Is All Square After 18 Holes and Play Extra Hole Without Claim Being Made





Q. In a match between A and B, A is 1 up after the prescribed 18 holes. However, both A and B believe the match is all square. So they play extra holes and B wins at the 20th hole. The error is then discovered. What is the ruling?


A. Since A did not make a claim before either player played from the tee at the 19th hole, the match must be considered all square at that point. Thus, B was the winner.




2-5/7


Rightful Winner of Match Makes No Claim and Agrees to Play Extra Holes





Q. In a match, A and B are all square going to the 18th hole. On completion of the 18th hole, B states that he has scored 7; A states that he (A) has scored 6. A and B go into the clubhouse under the impression that A has won the match. At that point B tells A that, on reflection, he (B) believes A scored 7 at the 18th hole. On recounting, A acknowledges that he had a 7.


By agreement, A and B resume the match; A wins it at the 20th hole and the result is posted.


That night, B discovers that, because A gave wrong information after completion of the 18th hole, under Rule 9-2b(iii) he (B) was rightfully the winner of the 18th hole and the match. B reports the matter to the Committee and claims the match. What is the ruling?


A. The match stands as played, with A the winner.


B’s claim was not made within the time limit in Rule 2-5. B’s claim would have been valid if he had refused to play extra holes or had played the extra holes under protest.




2-5/8


Status of Valid Claim If Players Accept Wrong Ruling from Someone Not on Committee and Continue Match





Q. In an 18-hole match between A and B, A’s ball strikes the flagstick which was attended by B. A and B believe that a loss-of-hole penalty is incurred but they are in doubt as to which one of them incurs the penalty. Accordingly, before teeing off at the next hole, they agree to refer the matter to the Committee later.


At the conclusion of 18 holes, A and B agree that if B incurred a loss-of-hole penalty at the hole in question, the match is all square; if A incurred it, B has won the match by two holes. A and B seek a ruling from X, who is not on the Committee. X incorrectly advises A and B that B incurred the penalty and that the match is therefore all square.


A and B accept X’s ruling, play extra holes and A wins.


Subsequently, the incident was brought to the attention of the Committee. What should the Committee do?


A. When A and B accepted X’s incorrect ruling, they, in effect, settled the doubt themselves and, after A and B began playing extra holes, the Committee was no longer entitled to consider a claim. The match stands as played, with A the winner.




2-5/8.5


Player and Opponent Agree on Incorrect Procedure; Whether Valid Claim May Be Made After Procedure Followed





Q. In a match, a player’s ball comes to rest on an artificially-surfaced road. He is uncertain if the road is to be treated as an immovable obstruction or an integral part of the course. He asks his opponent and they agree that the player should treat the road as an immovable obstruction. The player drops the ball in accordance with the procedure under Rule 24-2b and plays it. Prior to playing from the next tee, the opponent discovers that he and the player were wrong as the Committee had introduced a Local Rule declaring the road to be an integral part of the course and, therefore, the player was not entitled to take relief under Rule 24-2b. The player should have incurred a loss of hole penalty under Rule 18 for lifting his ball without authority and failing to replace it. May the opponent claim the hole?


A. No. The claim must not be considered by the Committee because the opponent and the player agreed that the player was entitled to relief under Rule 24-2b. When this agreement was reached, there was no longer a doubtful or disputed point and there was no basis under Rule 2-5 for making a claim.


The players were not in breach of Rule 1-3 as they believed at the time they were proceeding properly.


Related Decisions:


• 1-3/5 Players Unaware Penalty Incurred.


• 2-1/1 Players Unable to Resolve Rules Problem Agree to Consider Hole Halved.




2-5/9


Player Agreeing with Opponent That Hole Was Halved Later Realises He Has Won Hole; Player Then Makes Claim





Q. In a match between A and B, at the 16th hole A scored 6 and B scored 5. When leaving the putting green, B commented to A: “A half?” and A replied: “Yes.”


A won the match at the 20th hole and the result was posted. Later, B realised that he had won the 16th hole and, if the mistake had not been made, he would have won the match 1 up.


A admitted that he had made a mistake. B reported the matter to the Committee and claimed the match. Is the claim valid?


A. No. The match stands as played, with A the winner. After the result of the match was posted, the claim by B could have been considered only if A had knowingly given wrong information as to the number of strokes he (A) had taken at the 16th hole – see Rule 2-5.


Related Decision:


• 9-2/12 Conscious Failure to Correct Opponent’s Misunderstanding of State of Match; What Constitutes Wrong Information.




2-5/10


Player Accepting Erroneous Claim Disputes It After Result Announced





Q. In a match, A was in breach of a Rule. Although the penalty for a breach of the Rule in question was only one stroke, B, his opponent, claimed that A lost the hole. A did not dispute the claim. B won the match and the result was posted. Three days later, A protested to the Committee that B had misinformed him with respect to the Rules. What is the ruling?


A. The match stands as played. Under Rule 2-5, no claim may be considered after the result of a match has been announced unless the opponent knowingly gave wrong information. Incorrect information on the Rules is not wrong information. It is up to each player to know the Rules.


Related Decision:


• 9/1 Incorrect Information on Rules.




2-5/11


Wrong Information Given After Play of Last Hole; Claim Made After Result Announced





Q. In a match, A and B came to the last hole all square. After completion of the hole, A stated that he had scored 9 and B stated that he (B) had scored 8, making B the winner, 1 up. The result was recorded by the Committee.


A few minutes later, a spectator told A that B had scored 9 at the last hole. B reviewed the hole and acknowledged that he had made a mistake and that his actual score was 9. What is the ruling?


A. The match stands as played, with B the winner. Under Rule 2-5 no claim may be considered after the result of a match is announced unless wrong information has been given knowingly.




2-5/12


Imposition of Penalty by Referee After Any Player in Match Has Played from Next Tee





Q. In match play, may a referee penalise a player for a breach of a Rule at a hole if he does not become aware of the breach until someone in the match has played from the next teeing ground?


A. Yes, unless the facts giving rise to the penalty were known to the opponent.




2-5/13


Extra Stroke Taken by Mistake in Handicap Match; Status of Late Claim





Q. Prior to the start of a handicap match, the two players correctly advised one another as to the handicaps to which they were entitled. However, during the match, A, by mistake, took a stroke to which he was not entitled at a certain hole. The error was discovered several holes later. Could B, the opponent, then claim the hole in question?


A. No. A late claim would not be valid unless it was based on facts previously unknown to B and B had been given wrong information by A. In this case A did not give B wrong information as to the number of strokes to which he was entitled during the round, and it was B’s responsibility to know the holes at which handicap strokes were to be given (see Note under Rule 6-2). The hole in question stands as played.


Related Decision:


• 6-2a/3 Handicap Stroke Wrongly Claimed at Hole; Error Discovered Before Hole Completed.




2-5/14


When Match Result “Officially Announced”





Q. Rule 2-5 prohibits a Committee from considering a claim after the result of a match has been “officially announced”, except in cases where a player knowingly gave wrong information. When is the result of a match “officially announced”?


A. It is a matter for the Committee to decide when the result of the match has been “officially announced” and it will vary depending on the nature of the competition. When an official scoreboard exists, Rule 2-5 should be interpreted so that the recording of the winner of the match on the official scoreboard is the official announcement of the result of the match. In such cases where a referee has been assigned by the Committee to accompany a match, any announcement of the result of the match by the referee on the final putting green is not the official announcement. However, there may be cases where an official scoreboard is not used, in which case the Committee must clarify when it considers the results “officially announced”.


In some cases the official scoreboard will be a prominent structure and in other cases it might be a sheet of paper in the golf shop or locker room. The Committee is generally responsible for recording the winner’s name on the scoreboard, but there may be times when the Committee charges the players with this responsibility.


Other Decisions related to Rule 2-5: See “Claims and Disputes” in the Index.




RULE 3


STROKE PLAY


 




DEFINITIONS


All defined terms are in italics and are listed alphabetically in the Definitions section.


3-1. GENERAL; WINNER


A stroke play competition consists of competitors completing each hole of a stipulated round or rounds and, for each round, returning a score card on which there is a gross score for each hole. Each competitor is playing against every other competitor in the competition.


The competitor who plays the stipulated round or rounds in the fewest strokes is the winner.


In a handicap competition, the competitor with the lowest net score for the stipulated round or rounds is the winner.


3-2. FAILURE TO HOLE OUT


If a competitor fails to hole out at any hole and does not correct his mistake before he makes a stroke on the next teeing ground or, in the case of the last hole of the round, before he leaves the putting green, he is disqualified.


3-3. DOUBT AS TO PROCEDURE


a. Procedure for Competitor


In stroke play only, if a competitor is doubtful of his rights or the correct procedure during the play of a hole, he may, without penalty, complete the hole with two balls. To proceed under this Rule, he must decide to play two balls after the doubtful situation has arisen and before taking further action (e.g. making a stroke at the original ball).


The competitor should announce to his marker or a fellow-competitor:


•  that he intends to play two balls; and


•  which ball he wishes to count if the Rules permit the procedure used for that ball.


Before returning his score card, the competitor must report the facts of the situation to the Committee. If he fails to do so, he is disqualified.


If the competitor has taken further action before deciding to play two balls, he has not proceeded under Rule 3-3 and the score with the original ball counts. The competitor incurs no penalty for playing the second ball.


b. Committee Determination of Score for Hole


When the competitor has proceeded under this Rule, the Committee will determine his score as follows:


(i)   If, before taking further action, the competitor has announced which ball he wishes to count and provided the Rules permit the procedure used for the selected ball, the score with that ball counts. If the Rules do not permit the procedure used for the selected ball, the score with the other ball counts provided the Rules permit the procedure used for that ball.


(ii)  If, before taking further action, the competitor has failed to announce which ball he wishes to count, the score with the original ball counts provided the Rules permit the procedure used for that ball. Otherwise, the score with the other ball counts provided the Rules permit the procedure used for that ball.


(iii) If the Rules do not permit the procedures used for both balls, the score with the original ball counts unless the competitor has committed a serious breach with that ball by playing from a wrong place. If the competitor commits a serious breach in the play of one ball, the score with the other ball counts despite the fact that the Rules do not permit the procedure used for that ball. If the competitor commits a serious breach with both balls, he is disqualified.


Note 1: “Rules permit the procedure used for a ball” means that, after Rule 3-3 is invoked, either: (a) the original ball is played from where it had come to rest and play is permitted from that location, or (b) the Rules permit the procedure adopted for the ball and the ball is put into play in the proper manner and in the correct place as provided in the Rules.


Note 2: If the score with the original ball is to count, but the original ball is not one of the balls being played, the first ball put into play is deemed to be the original ball.


Note 3: After this Rule has been invoked, strokes made with the ball ruled not to count, and penalty strokes incurred solely by playing that ball, are disregarded. A second ball played under Rule 3-3 is not a provisional ball under Rule 27-2.


(Ball played from a wrong place – see Rule 20-7c)


3-4. REFUSAL TO COMPLY WITH A RULE


If a competitor refuses to comply with a Rule affecting the rights of another competitor, he is disqualified.


3-5. GENERAL PENALTY


The penalty for a breach of a Rule in stroke play is two strokes except when otherwise provided.





 


STROKE PLAY: GENERAL




3/1


Disqualification in Play-Off





Q. A competitor in a stroke play play-off incurs a penalty of disqualification. Does the disqualification apply to the play-off only or to the entire competition?


A. The disqualification applies only to the play-off.




3/2


Competitors Play Two Holes Not Included in Stipulated Round





Q. In stroke play, the stipulated round was 16 holes, i.e. the 13th and 14th holes were omitted. After play of the 12th hole, one group elected to play the 13th and 14th holes without counting their scores for those holes. They then completed the round. What is the ruling?


A. The stipulated round consists of playing the holes of the course in the sequence prescribed by the Committee – see Definition of “Stipulated Round”. These competitors were in breach of the conditions of the competition and the Committee should in this case impose a penalty of disqualification under Rule 33-7.




3/3


Stipulated Round in Stroke Play





In all forms of stroke play other than foursomes, a competitor has begun his stipulated round when he makes his first stroke in that round. In foursomes stroke play, the side has begun its stipulated round when it makes its first stroke in that round.


In individual stroke play, the competitor’s stipulated round has ended when he has completed play of the final hole of that round (including correction of an error under a Rule, e.g. Rule 15-3b or Rule 20-7c). In foursomes or four-ball stroke play, the stipulated round has ended when the side has completed play of the final hole of that round (including correction of an error under a Rule).


 


STROKE PLAY: FAILURE TO HOLE OUT




3-2/1


Fellow-Competitor’s Ball Knocked from Lip of Hole by Competitor Not Replaced





Q. In stroke play, a competitor concedes his fellow-competitor a short putt and knocks the ball away. The fellow-competitor lifts his ball, does not replace it as required by Rule 18-4 and plays from the next tee. What is the ruling?


A. The fellow-competitor is disqualified (Rule 3-2).




3-2/2


Ball Blown into Hole by Competitor Not Replaced and Holed Out





Q. In stroke play, a competitor’s ball stopped on the lip of the hole and on impulse he blew the ball into the hole. He did not replace the ball, as required by Rule 18-2, and hole out. He played from the next tee. Is the competitor disqualified under Rule 3-2 for failing to hole out?


A. Yes.


Other Decisions related to Rule 3-2: See “Failure to Hole Out” and “Holed and Holing Out” in the Index.


 


STROKE PLAY: DOUBT AS TO PROCEDURE




3-3/1


Provisional Ball Used as Second Ball When Not Determinable Whether Original Ball Is Out of Bounds





Q. In stroke play, a player is in doubt as to whether his drive may be out of bounds. He plays a provisional ball under Rule 27-2. He finds the original ball and cannot determine whether it is out of bounds or not. The player wishes to consider the provisional ball as his second ball under Rule 3-3 and complete the play of the hole with both balls. Is this permissible?


A. Yes. In invoking Rule 3-3 after playing a provisional ball, the player must treat the provisional ball as a second ball. Although Note 3 to Rule 3-3 provides:


“A second ball played under Rule 3-3 is not a provisional ball under Rule 27-2,” the reverse is not true in the present case. (Revised)




3-3/2


Second Ball Played Despite Adverse Ruling





Q. In stroke play, a competitor believes he is entitled to relief under a Rule, but a referee disagrees. In spite of the ruling by the referee, the competitor invokes Rule 3-3 and opts to score with the second ball. He plays his original ball as it lies and the second ball under the Rule he believes is applicable.


May a competitor invoke Rule 3-3 in such circumstances?


A. The answer depends upon whether or not the Committee has given authority to make final decisions to its individual referees.


If the referee concerned has not been given authority to make final decisions, the competitor is entitled to invoke Rule 3-3.


If, on the other hand, the referee has been given authority to make final decisions, he may, despite his own view that the competitor is not entitled to relief, permit the competitor to invoke Rule 3-3. However, if the referee exercises his authority and gives the competitor a final decision that he is not entitled to the relief he claims, there is then no justification for the competitor invoking Rule 3-3, and he will incur a penalty of two strokes for undue delay (Rule 6-7) if he, nevertheless, goes ahead and invokes Rule 3-3. The score with his original ball, including this two-stroke penalty, must count.




3-3/3


Ball Dropped in Wrong Place and Played; Rule 3-3 Then Invoked and Second Ball Dropped in Right Place; Both Balls Played Out





Q. In stroke play, a competitor’s ball comes to rest through the green on a paved path. He lifts the ball, drops it off the path at a point almost two club-lengths from the nearest point of relief (i.e. he drops in a wrong place) and plays it. The competitor’s marker advises the competitor that he (the marker) believes the ball must be dropped within one club-length of the nearest point of relief. The competitor, in doubt, invokes Rule 3-3, drops a second ball within one club-length of the nearest point of relief and otherwise in accordance with Rule 24-2b(i) and opts to score with the second ball. The competitor holes out with both balls. What is the ruling?


A. Rule 20-7c states in part: “If a competitor makes a stroke from a wrong place, he incurs a penalty of two strokes under the applicable Rule. He must play out the hole with the ball played from the wrong place …”. Thus, the competitor’s score with the original ball, with a penalty of two strokes added, must count.


Rule 20-7c does not permit the second ball to count. However, the competitor incurs no penalty for having played the second ball.




3-3/4


Ball Dropped in Wrong Place But Not Played; Rule 3-3 Then Invoked and Second Ball Dropped in Right Place; Both Balls Played Out





Q. With reference to Decision 3-3/3, what would have been the ruling if the marker had advised the competitor of his possible error before the ball dropped in a wrong place was played and the competitor had invoked Rule 3-3 at that point?


A. Rule 20-7c would not have applied because Rule 3-3 was invoked before the ball dropped in a wrong place was played.


The score with the second ball would have counted and no penalty would have been incurred.


The competitor, had he not been in doubt, could have lifted the ball dropped in the wrong place, without penalty (Rule 20-6).




3-3/5


Whether Score with Second Ball Counts If Ball Dropped in Wrong Place and Played





Q. In stroke play, a competitor’s ball came to rest on an artificially-surfaced road which had not been declared an integral part of the course. The competitor, not sure whether the road was an obstruction or an integral part of the course, invoked Rule 3-3 and announced that he wished his score with the second ball to count. He played his original ball as it lay and dropped and played a second ball under Rule 24-2b(i). He met all the requirements of that Rule, except that he dropped the second ball almost two club-lengths from the nearest point of relief instead of within one club-length. Does the score with the second ball count?
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Together, The R&A based in St Andrews, Scotland and the USGA, based
in Far Hills, New Jersey govern the game worldwide, including writing and
interpreting the Rules of Golf and Rules of Amateur Status.

While collaborating to issue a single set of Rules, The R&A and the USGA
operate in separate working jurisdictions. The USGA is responsible for
administering the Rules in the United States, its territories and Mexico, and
The R&A, operating with the consent of its affiliated golfing bodies, has the
same responsibilities for all other parts of the world.

The R&A and the USGA reserve the right to amend both the Rules and
their interpretation at any time.

www.RandA.org www.USGA . org





