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Introduction


It’s time to go old school! Find your fluffy pencil case and pull out your ballpoint pen. This


book will show you how to create fabulous art using the simple ballpoint pen, with


only three colors: red, blue, and black. 


Ballpoints are readily available and economical to use— I’ve used one pen of each color for this entire book and they


are still going! The only other thing you will need is plain paper. You can supplement your materials with white gouache paint, mounting board frames, stencils, and old printed


books and postcards (only to be


drawn on with the permission


of the owner!!).
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Many of the drawings in this book are broken down into steps. These steps show the order in which the marks are made. Drawing in a particular order:


1) Gives you the confidence to know where to begin.


2) Provides you with markers while the drawing is developing, which show where to position the next part of the drawing. 


There are helpful drawing tips throughout the book, but to see the most important advice all in one place, go to pages 104-105. You might want to peruse those pages before you embark on your drawing mission. 


Good luck, and most of all, enjoy yourself. Put that pencil and eraser down ... The ballpoint pen is your friend!







pages







104-105
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Basic lines


The very first thing we do when we put pen to paper is draw a line. How you draw this line will affect the look of the drawing in many ways. There’s no right or wrong, only what looks good to you. Many of the drawings in this book are done with a smooth line of even pressure.


I like to add a little impact to my drawings by thickening the line in a “drop shadow” style, as below. Often used in graffiti, the drop shadow lends itself well to the ballpoint pen.
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