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There are special gold coins to collect in this book. You will earn one coin for every chapter you read.


Find out what to do with your coins at the end of the book.
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When my aunt Aroha left Tangala to marry King Hugo of Avantia, I thought I could rule this kingdom. I wanted to make her proud, to protect the country’s borders and keep my people safe.


I have failed. The sorcerer who took me claims to be hundreds of years old. He says he will not kill me, if my aunt does the right thing. It’s the Jewels of Tangala that he wants. A simple swap – me for the magical stones. But if Aroha delivers them, the results will be far worse than one death. All Tangala will be in peril. My only hope is that my aunt has some other plan, some way to rescue me, but save the kingdom too.


She will need brave heroes at her side if she is to succeed.


Rotu


Regent of Tangala, and nephew to the queen.
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ZARGON RETURNS
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Tom gazed about in wonder at the lush undergrowth as he and Elenna trudged through the Labyrinth Jungle. Queen Aroha walked ahead of them with Yara, one of her most trusted warriors. Morning sunlight cast golden shafts through mist rising from the earth all around them. Its warmth eased Tom’s muscles, stiff from a night spent sleeping on the ground. Colourful butterflies and tiny birds, no bigger than bees, flitted between flowers, and silver-blue fish splashed in the babbling stream at their side. Tom plucked a peach from a low-hanging branch and sank his teeth into its sweet golden flesh.


“This is good!” he said, wiping juice from his chin.


Elenna popped the last grape from the bunch she’d been eating into her mouth. “When it’s not trying to kill us, Vakunda’s a paradise!” she said once she’d finished. “Maybe the whole of the kingdom will be as beautiful as this after we’ve defeated the other three Beasts that guard it.”


“We can only hope so,” Queen Aroha said, hurrying onwards without looking back. “But remember, we’re here to find Rotu, and bring him home alive.”


Tom, Elenna and the queen had already battled Akorta, a giant ape-Beast, on the first stage of their Quest to rescue Aroha’s nephew from the Evil Wizard, Zargon. Upon the Beast’s demise, the overgrown jungle of Zargon’s cursed kingdom had begun to transform. Trees, which only yesterday had been tangled with snaking vines, were now bowed beneath the weight of ripe fruit. Their once silent branches rustled with life.


“Personally, I can’t wait to get out of here,” Yara muttered, swatting at a mosquito. The Tangalan warrior had been Prince Rotu’s bodyguard at the time of his capture and had volunteered to help with his rescue. “If it isn’t an outsized monkey trying to eat us alive, it’s the insects!”
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Tom finished his peach and stooped to rinse his sticky hands in the cool water of the stream. He rose to join the others as they walked through a leafy curtain of vegetation and stopped in the bright sunshine of a grassy plain.


Once Tom’s eyes had adjusted, his spirits plummeted. An immense mountain range spanned the horizon, climbing in a series of jagged peaks to blade-like summits that jutted into the clear blue sky.
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“The Peaks of Despair,” Queen Aroha said. “They used to be known as the Hills of Plenty, but they changed when the Jewels of Tangala were taken back from Zargon. No one has set foot on these mountains for five hundred years.”


“I’m not sure we should chance our luck either,” Elenna said, frowning up at the snow-capped peaks. “We’ve only got one rope. Is there any way around the mountains?”


“Perhaps you should return to Avantia…” Yara said, scowling, “…if you’re afraid.”


Elenna rounded on the woman, her cheeks flushing as if she’d been slapped.


“There’s no point risking our necks if we don’t have to,” she said. “After all, if we fall to our deaths, there won’t be anyone left to save Prince Rotu.”


Her eyes cold and hard, Yara opened her mouth to speak, but Aroha cut her off.


“Peace!” the queen said, sharply. “Crossing the mountains will be dangerous. But look…” She opened her map and gestured to a ring of mountains surrounded by a jungle. “Just like the Labyrinth Jungle, they form a ring. The only way to get to Zargon’s island at the centre is to climb. And we will have to work together if we mean to reach the other side alive.”


Yara quickly bowed her head. “Of course, my queen,” she said.


“I’m sorry, Your Majesty,” Elenna muttered, her cheeks glowing even redder.


Queen Aroha turned on her heel and struck off towards the mountains. Tom started after her, but a sudden flash of white light made him reel back, blinded. He blinked hard to find the shimmering image of a tall, muscular man clad in black wizard’s robes standing before them, his tanned arms folded across his chest. A clipped beard and moustache surrounded his thin lips, which were drawn back in a sneer of distaste. His curled hair showed no hint of white and his skin was smooth, but somehow his hooded grey eyes looked as old and as uncaring as mountains themselves. As Tom met the wizard’s pitiless gaze, he suppressed a shudder. It felt like staring into the eyes of a venomous snake.
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“Zargon!” Aroha gasped, flinching back from the vision, but then she drew herself tall. “Where is Rotu?” she demanded.


A smile played at the corners of the wizard’s lips. “He is safe. For now…” he said, then lifted a black-gloved hand, turning it towards the sun so that a gold ring worn over the leather caught the light.
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Welcome to
the world of
Beast Quest!

Tom was once an ordinary village
boy, until he travelled to the City, met
King Hugo and discovered his destiny.

Now he is the Master of the Beasts, sworn
to defend Avantia and its people against

Evil. Tom draws on the might of the

magical Golden Armour, and is protected
by powerful tokens granted to him by the
Good Beasts of Avantia. Together with his
loyal companion Elenna, Tom is always
ready to visit new lands and tackle the
enemies of the realm.

While there’s blood in his veins,
Tom will never give up the
Quest...






OEBPS/images/chap1.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0020-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
HUNTER OF THE PEAKS
BY ADAM BLADE

ORCHARD






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
-
Iz

ADAM BLADE





OEBPS/images/f0014-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0016-01.jpg
“{/

\\&\,»,?" — s —






OEBPS/images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0011-01.jpg





