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for the ones who feel like home
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To be running breathlessly, but not yet arrived, is itself delightful, a suspended moment of living hope.


—­Anne Carson, Eros the Bittersweet


Making bank, shaking hands, driving 80
Trying to get home just to feed the baby


—­The Highwomen, “Redesigning Women”





My Ambition Goes Off to War



Bored of bad moods and winter


gloom, my ambition goes off to war.


Bags packed to the nines, glitter heels


stuffed between cotton sheets and


army green. I didn’t think they needed


glitter heels in war—­but no one blinks


at the train when they’re revealed in a


search, when the commander finds them


looking for any sign of trouble.


The train leaves, smoke dulls into the


clouds. I beg for postcards that never


come.





How to Be Happy



1) Wake up to the sound of the ocean
     on your white noise machine. It is too expensive


2) To do the real thing, you must swing your legs
     out of bed and shout “Ah! I am alive!” with just enough


3) Jubilation at the small things: coffee, cream, banana,
     the way your son pronounces cauliflower like


4) Call a flower by what it is: a little rage. Remember
     her bloom is not performing. Remember before you


5) Begin your big, important life





True Grit



Out and about, we ask our friend


how it was at the shore at her family reunion


and she says, well—­and tries not to say


my horrible parents & my horrible sister


even though we all know the sound of


the car door slamming.


It is possible to leave out almost everything


in any given story. Like at my parents’


when I hold my hand like a gun and


pull the trigger or when we gather
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