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INTRODUCTION


Welcome to Achieve GPS: The Higher Score – Question Workbook


In this book you will ﬁnd lots of practice and information to help you achieve 


the higher score in the Key Stage 2 English Grammar, Punctuation and 


Spelling (GPS) tests. You will look again at some of the key knowledge that 


was in Achieve the Expected Standard – Question Workbook, but you will 



use it to tackle trickier questions and apply it in more complex ways.


About the Key Stage 2 Grammar, 


Punctuation and Spelling 


National Tests


The tests will take place in the summer term in Year 6. They will be done in 


your school and will be marked by examiners – not by your teacher.


The tests are divided into two papers:


Paper 1: questions – 45 minutes (50 marks)


•  You will answer short questions about grammar, punctuation and 



language strategies.


•  Some questions will ask you to tick a box, circle or underline. Other 



questions will ask you to add words to a sentence, or to rewrite it 


making a change. You may be asked to explain why a sentence is 


written in a particular way. 


•  The questions will include the language of grammar and punctuation.



•  Most questions are worth 1 mark, but you should check to make sure 



before you answer each question in case you need to give more than 


one answer.


•  Spelling counts for questions that test tenses, plurals, suffixes and 



contractions.


Paper 2: spelling – approximately 15 minutes (20 marks)


•  Twenty sentences will be read aloud to you, one at a time. You will be 



asked to spell a particular word in each sentence. 


•  The words may be taken from the word lists for Years 1–6. 



•  Each correct answer is worth 1 mark. 
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INTRODUCTION


Test techniques


Before the tests  •  Try to revise little and often, rather than in long sessions.



•  Choose a time of day when you are not tired or hungry.



•  Choose somewhere quiet so you can focus.



•  Revise with a friend. You can encourage and learn from 



each other.


•  Read the ‘Top tips’ throughout this book to remind you of 



important points in answering test questions.


•  Keep track of your score using the table on the inside back 



cover of this book.


During the tests  •  READ THE QUESTION AND READ IT AGAIN.



•  If you ﬁnd a question difﬁcult to answer, move on; you can 



always come back to it later.


•  Always answer a multiple-choice question. If you really 



can’t work out an answer, read the question again and try 


to think of the most sensible response.


•  Check to see how many marks a question is worth. Have 



you written enough to ‘earn’ those marks in your answer?


•  Read the question again after you have answered it. Make 



sure you have given the correct number of answers within 


a question, e.g. ‘Tick two’.


•  If you have any time left at the end, go back to the 



questions you have missed. 


Where to get help:


•  Pages 6–23 practise grammar.



•  Pages 24–29 practise punctuation.



•  Pages 30–42 practise spelling. (Note that in the test the 



words for you to spell will be read to you in a sentence. 


These pages cannot replicate that format, so instead they 


allow you to practise spelling lots of common words that 


might appear in the test.)


•  Pages 45–48 provide the answers to the questions. 
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