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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

D.J. Lucas

always wanted to be a writer. Today D.J. is one of the most popular children’s authors around. D.J.’s books include My Teacher’s a Nutcase, winner of the Smartstart Award and I Dare You, winner of the Bitread Book Award.

Sally Grindley

the acclaimed children’s writer, is D.J.’s favourite author. Sally Grindley says, ‘I would do anything to write as well as D.J. Lucas, even lock myself in a cupboard with NO biscuits to eat!’


10th January
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My uncle bought me one of your books for Christmas. It’s called Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Boy?. I really like it. I like it most because the little girl turns out to be a big hero. Is it your best book?

 

Have you written any other books?

 

I want to be a writer when I grow up.
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D.J. LUCAS

30 PENCIL DRIVE, WRITINGDOM, DJ1 0AU



19th January
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Thank you for your letter. I’m so glad you like Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Boy?. I couldn’t have the bully winning, could I?
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I have written quite a few books. I think it was thirty-five at the last count, and I’m about to start work on a new one. My best-known titles are I Dare You, Not on my Patch, My Teacher’s a Nutcase, Cornflakes Forever and Give me Back my Boomerang.
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23rd January
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Thirty-five books is a lot! My mum says we can have a look for your books in the library next time we go.
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My teacher Mr Peabody (I call him Beanbrain) says he’s heard of you. I showed him my book, Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Boy?, and he said he hadn’t read it so I told him what it was about and he thought it sounded good. I told him it was the best book I have ever read and he said he would have to read it some time, but then he told me to sit down because we were going to write about what we did at Christmas.

 

I didn’t want to write about what I did at Christmas because it’s me and my mum’s saddest time, even though we try very hard not to let it be.

 

Do you like writing books?
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I’m glad you didn’t have the big bully winning, but sometimes they do. Hugo Broadbent in my class is a bully. I call him Hugo Broadbottom but not to his face.


D.J. LUCAS

30 PENCIL DRIVE, WRITINGDOM, DJ1 0AU

28th January
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I do enjoy writing most of the time. Sometimes, though, my imagination deserts me. I sit there and stare at my blank piece of paper thinking, what the chicken drumsticks am I going to write about now? Sometimes a whole day goes by and I’m still there with my blank piece of paper, shorter nails, and a lot of empty coffee mugs. At times like that, I do not enjoy being a writer in the slightest. In fact, I’d rather be a trout fisherman!

 

Happily, every now and again a brilliant idea springs into my mind. I snatch it quickly and soon find my blank piece of paper is covered with words, some of which seem to have arrived there by magic. Hey Presto!

 

I hope the shelves of your library are stacked high with my books!
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30th January
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We went to the library and found fifteen of your books. I asked the librarian why the shelves weren’t stacked high with them because you’re the best, and she said that they come in and out all the time because people keep borrowing them. I borrowed Cornflakes Forever. My best friend, Jenny, thinks that’s a silly name for a book, but I think it’s funny. I’ve only read five pages so far, but I like the idea that Timothy always refuses to eat anything except cornflakes. What’s going to happen to him? Mum says I’m like Timothy because I always want to have ketchup. I wouldn’t want it on my cornflakes though! She says that my dad was just as bad because he always wanted mustard. UGH!

 

I’d like to write a story, but I don’t know where to start. I want it to be good and funny and have lots happening and brillypants characters. Please will you help me?

[image: images]

[image: images]


D.J. LUCAS

30 PENCIL DRIVE, WRITINGDOM, DJ1 0AU

6th February
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I shall have to buy some more writing paper!

 

Well, we’re both in the same boat. I’ve been asked by my editor to write a new book for older children, and you want to write a story. Do you have any idea what you want to write about? I certainly don’t. This is one of those times when my imagination has left me completely stranded.

 

If you’re stuck as well, Max, why don’t we both decide what interests us most at the moment and start there? What about animals? Pirates? Monsters? Children? Animals are always a good subject because there are lots of different sorts and they do lots of different things. In fact, you can make them do anything you like, really.

 

I liked the picture of you at the bottom of your letter. Here’s a photograph (bad) of my dog, Ambush, and my cat, Donut. Ambush is a nutty mutt, the daftest dog anyone has ever met. He’s called Ambush because when he was a pup he used to jump at anything that moved, especially Donut.

 

I hope that by now you’ve discovered what happens to Cornflake Timothy.
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10th February
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It’s me, Max, again.
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I’ve decided to write about a tiny little bear because I’ve just watched a programme about bears. Did you know there’s a bear called a spectacle bear because he’s got rings round his eyes that make him look as if he’s wearing glasses? I’m going to give my bear spectacles and I’m going to call him Grizzle. This is what he looks like. What are you going to write about for your book?


 

I wish I could have a nutty mutt, but Mum says I can’t because we live in a flat and we’re not allowed pets. And she says that it wouldn’t be fair because when she’s at work and I’m at school there wouldn’t be anyone to look after it. My Uncle Derek has just bought a Saluki. I thought he had bought a motorbike until Mum told me I was thinking of a Suzuki! Have you ever heard of a dog called a Saluki? Uncle Derek says it’s a type of greyhound. I can’t wait to go round and see it, but a Suzuki would have been even better.

 

Has Donut got a hole in the middle, or is she full of jam? Do you like the name of my bear? Mum says to grizzle is whining and crying a lot so I think my bear will cry all the time – BOO-HOO! – because he’s a sad bear. Also there’s a type of bear called a grizzly, but I expect you know that.
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