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What are monkeys


and apes?


Monkeys and apes are clever animals, with hairy bodies, hands


that can grip and forward-facing eyes. They belong to a family of


animals called ‘primates’. Lemurs and galagos are primates too –


and so are you! Gorillas, the largest primates, can weigh more than


two humans, while the smallest monkey, the pygmy marmoset,


would fit in the palm of your hand with room to spare.






Western gorilla (male)


Height: 1.7 metres


Weight: 136 kilograms


Human


Height: 1.5 to 1.8 metres


Weight: 68 kilograms


Indri (a large lemur)


Head–body length:
up to 70 centimetres


Weight: 7.5 kilograms
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FACT


Monkey business


Whether they are big or small, all primates have particular features.


Hairy body


Flexible shoulder


joints let the


arms swing.


Nails instead
of claws


Hip joints let


the legs move


freely.




Forward-facing eyes


Feet that can grip


Hands that can grip


Vervet monkey (male)
Head–body length: 49 centimetres
Weight: 5.5 kilograms


Pygmy marmoset
Head–body length: up to 15 centimetres
Weight: 100 grams


Northern greater galago
Head–body length: 26 centimetres
Weight: 750 grams
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Primate family tree


The first primates were small mammals that lived in trees.


They appeared nearly 60 million years ago. Today, there


are about 500 primate species. Most of these – more than


320 species – are monkeys.


PROSIMIANS


lorises and pottos


galagos


lemurs and aye-ayes


tarsiers


colobuses, langurs,


surilis, doucs and


proboscis monkeys


Old World


Monkeys


Primate


ancestors
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Lemurs are the next biggest primate group. There are more than


100 species, and all are found on the island of Madagascar off the


coast of Africa. Their branch of the family tree split off from the


monkeys and apes early in their history.


TARSIERS AND SIMIANS


baboons, macaques


and vervets


Apes


New


World


Monkeys


Lesser


Apes


Great


Apes


gibbons


gorillas


chimps


bonobos


humans


orangutans


titis, sakis


and uakaris


howler, spider


and woollys











































