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About the Author

Phil Tufnell, aka ‘Tuffers’, played 42 Test matches and 20 One-Day Internationals for England between 1990 and 1997. In a 17-year first class career, he took more than 1,000 wickets with his left-arm spin. Following retirement in 2002, Tufnell became a hugely popular TV personality. He was the winner of ITV1’s I’m a Celebrity, Get Me Out of Here! in 2003, and enjoyed a long run in BBC1’s Strictly Come Dancing in 2009. Current broadcasting commitments include being team captain on A Question of Sport and regular features on The One Show. Since 2003 he has been a star turn on Test Match Special. In 2011, he was awarded an honorary doctorate from Middlesex University. Tuffers’ Cricket Tales, published by Headline in 2012, was a Sunday Times bestseller. He is currently working on the sequel, Tuffers’ Alternative Guide to the Ashes.
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Tweety praise for #tufferstales

#tufferstales is the best hashtag on twitter, hilarious!

William Edward Gray @WilliamEdGray

Brought back great memories of tours of old! Glad to see we aren’t the only degenerate cricket team in the UK! #tufferstales

Alun Jones @Jonesy_Bristol

Loving #tufferstales… some real laugh-out-loud ones!

Alex Bellars @bellaale

#tufferstales is possibly the best thing on twitter at the moment… love it!

Shaggy @brackleysean

Absolutely loving #tufferstales

Rich Raymond @richraymond84

#tufferstales lovin’ it. Makes me want to take up cricket again

Tom Smith @tomedsmith

Just read the tweets. Didn’t think it could be that bad. How wrong was I?! Can hardly type for laughing #tufferstales

Lisa Maw @lisa_maw

Loving the totally random stories and tales #tufferstales

Eddie McCulloch @eddiemac007

Thanks for sharing Phil. #tufferstales were all awesome. #enoughtofillabook

Delph & Dobcross Cricket Club @delphcricket

Surely there has to be a follow up book – ‘Tuffers’ Twitter Tales’

Mike Tedham @miketedham


Introduction

Earlier this year I wrote a book, Tuffers’ Cricket Tales, in which I told anecdotes from my glorious career as a professional cricketer who couldn’t bat and couldn’t field (luckily, I could bowl a bit of left-arm spin). To mark its publication I launched a Twitter competition giving my followers a chance to win copies of the book. Rather than asking a boring multiple-choice question, I thought it would be a laugh to ask for their own cricket tales. To be honest, I wasn’t sure if it was possible to tell a funny story in just one tweet of 140 characters, but thousands of club cricketers, schoolkids, mums and dads and cricket fans proved me wrong. Within minutes of launching the competition, I was bombarded with tweets – odd, scary, deadpan, disgusting, charming, surreal, totally random and downright bonkers anecdotes from the village greens, school playing fields, parks and pavilions of Britain and beyond, which had me and the missus laughing our heads off.

Soon people were tweeting to encourage their friends to get on #tufferstales, declaring it the funniest hashtag on Twitter. By public demand, I ran another competition a couple of weeks later and received loads more absolute belters.

As new entries poured in, I couldn’t retweet fast enough and older ones quickly became inaccessible on the hashtag, so many people missed out on some brilliant bite-size stories. Luckily, though, my trusty ‘Tufferette’ (well, his name is Justyn, actually…) kept a record of them all for me. Months later, when I reread them, they still made me chuckle.

It seemed a bit rude to keep the fun to myself so here, by kind permission of those who shared their yarns with me, is a collection of 350-plus of my favourites… accompanied by some little doodles by me.

OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
EFERS?

AWTTER-TAL 5. ,

—_—

The best cricket stories from Tuffers’ Twitter followers






OEBPS/images/logo.png
headline





