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INTRODUCTION


In February 2024, America’s favourite teenage girl-next-door turned wild child, Miley Cyrus, received recognition from her peers – finally! – after 15 years. Miley won two Grammy Awards – golden trophies that cemented her status as a true global icon. After creating eight studio albums, selling over 55 million singles and 20 million albums worldwide and enough tongue-poking to last two lifetimes, Miley is now on equal terms with her idols Madonna, Dolly Parton and Debbie Harry and has become an inspiring LGBTQ+ role model to her global fanbase of supporters, young and old.


As the daughter of country music superstar Billy Ray Cyrus – and born in 1992 with the name Destiny Hope – Miley was always destined to do great things. When, at the age of 13, Miley hit the big time as Disney’s pre-teen princess on Hannah Montana, her future fate as a run-of-the-mill pop star seemed all but sealed.


However, when it comes to Miley Cyrus, nothing is that predictable. For the next decade, Miley pulled off a mixture of mischief, mirages and magic to constantly confound and challenge popular culture, shapeshifting her styles and sounds to suit her ever-evolving moods and becoming its most innovative, inventive and unescapable asset in the process. As unpredictable as she is in your face, Miley Cyrus is, without a doubt, the voice of her generation, and she’s got the bangerz to prove it.


This little guide to Miley is serious about Cyrus. It’s packed with all the wonderful wit, wisdom and wisecracks her worldwide fans have come to love over the years. Taken from interviews throughout her near-20-year career, Pop Chameleon reveals the real Miley Cyrus, one candid, controversial and classic quote at a time.


Let’s party…
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BREAKOUT


Growing up the daughter of US country superstar and future television co-star Billy Ray Cyrus, the fledgling actor and musical artist born Destiny Hope was profoundly inspired by her father and was managed by her mother, Tish.


When she took her first steps into the spotlight as her alter-ego – the bewigged teenage pop superstar Hannah Montana – Miley’s career was a dream about to come true. Perhaps…
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I was born right when ‘Achy Breaky’ came out. I remember Dad always being on tour, he was gone a lot. But that was cool for me, it allowed me to be independent and work my way to acting and singing by myself, and not just by following my dad’s lead.
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Miley, on her father’s fame and her independence, interview with Ian Youngs, BBC Newsbeat, October 14, 2008.
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It does get frustrating having the cameras on me all the time, because if I make mistakes, the whole world knows about it.
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Miley, on being in the spotlight 24/7, interview with Audrey Fine, Seventeen, January 3, 2008.
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Sometimes I’ll watch myself on TV and ask myself ‘What am I doing? I am the biggest geek.’
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Miley, on watching Hannah Montana, interview with Audrey Fine, Seventeen, January 3, 2008.
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That’s what a star is: they’re different. A celebrity is different. There can’t be a thousand Miley Cyrus’es – that doesn’t make me special.
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Miley, on being different, interview with Bruce Handy, Vanity Fair, April 28, 2008.
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I felt it was her destiny to bring hope to the world.
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Billy Ray Cyrus, on Miley’s birth name, Ellen DeGeneres Show, 2007.


Miley’s given name was Destiny Hope. However, she legally changed her name to Miley Ray Cyrus in 2008.


She chose Miley due to her childhood nickname – Smiley.
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No matter how long what I’m doing here lasts, I want to be a songwriter for the rest of my life. I love it and it’s my escape. I just hope Breakout showcases that – more than anything – I’m a writer.
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Miley, on her debut album Breakout and song writing, interview with Cortney Harding, Billboard, June 27, 2008.
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Sometimes I just want to go to the mall and be able to shop around. Then, when I go out, I realize I don’t have a normal life. My world is not normal.
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Miley, on being normal, interview with Robin Roberts, Good Morning America, July 20, 2008.
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I was too small and too young to fit in with the group they had already casted. But after a year had gone by, they called me back and said they wanted to give me another chance now that I had grown up. And the rest is herstory.
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Miley, on her Hannah Montana audition journey, originally auditioning for the role of Lily, interview with Kara Nesvig, Teen Vogue, November 1, 2023.
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I liked being in the Disney universe because I didn’t know anything else. I knew I was getting to live what I wanted to do. I think now that I’m older now, I realize that’s a lot to put on a kid.
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Miley, on the struggles behind starring in the Disney Channel’s Hannah Montana, interview with Kara Nesvig, Teen Vogue, November 1, 2023.
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There’s so much I don’t remember about being a child entertainer because it was so much to keep in my brain. I didn’t realize how much pressure I was under and how that shaped me until much later.
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Miley, on the pressure of playing Hannah Montana, interview with Jessica Pressler, Harper’s Bazaar, July 13, 2017.
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Hannah Montana was not a character. That wasn’t what the show is about. It was about a normal girl with a fucking wig on. Everything was always in me. The concept of the show, it’s me. I’ve had to really come to terms with that and not be third person about it.


[image: ]


Miley, on the reality of being Hannah Montana, interview with Brittany Spanos, Rolling Stone, December 4, 2020.
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